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THE STORY OF PARTI 11 A. 


i. 

( ; EOt; H A r 11ICAI/—f AKTillA PRjOPEE, A?ri> THE 
PARTHIAN I MI’IKI- 

FaRTIIIA Fropei, the earliest home (so far as out 
know!nhre extends) of the JVihian people, was, tike 
Persia Proper and Macedonia Proper, a tractor some¬ 
what jj^niiy dlmen lions- From the south-eastern 
corner of the Caspian .Sk» there otlemls, in a direc¬ 
tion a little south of east, a inn i"wish mountain 
region, connected at one extremity with the Infiy 
Elbur? range, which skirts the Caspian on the south, 
nnd, at the oilier, with the Paretpamisus. or Hindu 
Kii-.li On dthri side; north wards and southwards* 
stretch for hundreds of miles oatterofvc »**4y « 
gravelly deserts, that to the north known ii tl |L 
desert of Khurasan or Khiva, and that to the south 
a± the Great SatL Desert of Iran. Between the - is 
„ Ci.ini[urativcly rich and productive tract, reaching 
fmm the fifty-fourth to the sixty-first meridian, a 
distance of pome seven devices, or about three hun¬ 
dred miicst with a breadth varying from two to three 
degrct-i, and averaging about one hundred J >nri 
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% 





2 r ART HI A FKOFEH. AS Tl THE FARTtiiA# EMPittE 

^evenly mile*. Thb region* in tlita earliest times u! 
which we h.. - h ■ any distinct EiiHuricjl kiiowk 1 gi\ ^.;a 
paredtd out into hro jetmmrk-^ belonging to two 
difEttrcui people?* and known respectively as Fartiiia 
leiU llyjcLiiiiu. The exact line of demarcation which 
sep&ratcd the two* it S* ImpcfcWtible to irate i hut iberc 
is fuPficitnt proof* that, while Mytcnniai lay towml* 
the north and west* thrr I 1 art hi an $ held the tlbnirts 
toward <i the east and south* The valley* of the Esirek 
am! flic Qurglmn belonged to tlae former, white the 
legion* hi:i mb and c-isl of these valleys the kirt of 
the southern mountain!! from Damaghau to Shrfork 
No P ami the valleys of the Tejerui md the river of 
Nhhapur, constituted the country nf the loiter 

If the limits of Fartfila Proper he thus itetinnl, ft 
.vil) have corresponded nearly to tins modern Prftnm 
province .f Khorawi—thm fa to ^iy, it will have 
extended from aliflut Diimsighan (long, 54 s flprwi 
the nest to 1 hr Herhrud, or river of Herat, upon the 
east, and hiive comprised the modem districts of 
Uamqghan, 5 Hah-nid T Scbzaivar, Niahajjar, Meshed, 
Tershee^ am! Shehri-Ko Hs length from ccud to 
west will have been about three hundred mitts* and 
it-L average width about 4 I hi mi red <ir a hundred and 
twenty, ts will have contained an area of about 
33/500 *iuare miles* being thux about etjual in size 
hi Ireland. Havana, or St. Uoxnmga 
The general character of the region i*i v *§ luu been 
observed, rich mid productive, The tin miMin forma- 
lion en&Ut 5 uf four or five distinct ranges* having 
between them latitudinal valley 5 , with glens trans¬ 
verse to their enures. The valleys are often well 
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wooded . the Bat ground M the font of the «**«■ 
int^ts of hilts is fertile: water abounds; and the 
0,1am; ^dually collect into rivers which arc of * 

S si;t a, U,™ .1,, pAKip-l .™ >he 

TcjiqKj. <st i‘ivtr of Meshed, arid the river of Mishapur. 
The Tejenti rises from several sources in the central 
muutn.iin ran fie, anciently i.ur-.-n a> Labus < r L-tbuta, 
ami now as AJatagfc, and runs with a course con¬ 
siderably south of east, past Meshed, to a point 
n little beyond the sixtieth meridian, where it de¬ 
flects towards the left, and runs cast and a little 
north of east to the Hcri-mid, Having rttaorbc-l the 
Ikri-ruJ, it m-ikt-sa second, arid still sharp--r r turn to 
tliL- left, and nows with a northerly and north-westerly 
couRe past Sarrakhie—-mw a Russian post—along the 
foot of (he northern Parthian range, now known as 
' the ILllls of the Kurds, 11 to a marsh, in which it is 
swallowed up. between the fifty-seventh and fifty- 
dnluh naiaUeU- l"he river ol Nishapuf is a smaller 
,i!.vuii It rises from the mountains which on three 
sides enclose that dty, and flows southards and 
south-wcs^vTu-datOWWtfa the Iranian desert. At times 
the u iicr is entirely absorbed in the 3 rri t ration 01 the 

fertile plain immediately -oiitli of Siabapur but He 
channel is always traceable, past IcrdiCM Into the 

desert and in some seasons it carder * <ljr ^ 1[1 
tity of water into that parched and and region, 

The valleys «rf these two streams arc amernfi the 
,n«-t fertile uid P mxluctive porrions of tfwentme 
Z^y ; but anciently the tract wMA was most 
1 i n ! Which supported the 1*^1 1 *P“'*™'- 

siem W have b«n that which is now kimivn as the 
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" Auk," or“ Skirl "'—the low cultivable country at the 
foot of the southern hills. intervening between them 
and the desert. Along ibis whole region, from Dama* 
ghiin Lo Tersliecr, the mountains send down a con* 
tinned succession of rills, rivulets. and rivers, which 
make it easy, .it the expenditure of a little cate and 
labour, to carry lire life-giving clement in a distance 
of four or five miles from their Irasc. Some hib- 
bat)ding of the Water may be needed, together with 
tire creation of a system of reservoirs atnl /.an rifr, or 
itndergrtiund channels , but, if there be provided, lire 
rcLurn b ample. the abundant remain* of huge 
clue--. rmmhU-d into <Ui*?. along 1111* rntivc 11 AiaL " i% 
a sufficient indication of the beneficence of nature in 
this tract of country, if It I*: only seconded by a fair 
amount >d hit Ilia ri industry and skilL 

On tin: other hand, the mountain tract*, cf which 
the country so largely consists, offer n strong ecu Irani 
to the valleys of the main streams, and tothcH.mthcin 
strip of territory. They are for the most part barren 
mul nigged, very scantily supplied with Umber, and 
only in places apahlc of furnishing a vik table pjn- 
lnrage to Hocks and herds. This Is the (none remurk- 
fthtc, as they tin not attain any great elevation. 
While Mount Demavend in the Elburz range smith of 
the Caspian exceeds sojixkj feci, and the same eleva¬ 
tion ia reached, or exceeded, by many punk* in the 
1’ampa.ttiibuj., the greatest altitude of tin: Parthian 
ranges does not exceed ten thousand, or, at the utmost, 
eh-ven thousand feet. The northern range, called now 
th<: Daman-i-Koh, h (lit loftiest and the least knoivt), 
the rudeness of the Kurdish tribes by which it is in- 
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tabbed repelling travellers ; the central tailor, called 
toward* Hu: vvckl Al.it.igh, and (ward-, the vast Mac* 
futu-4, is cmi'-iti w ably [rowr; while the soul hem 
ranue, collet) indifferently Djuvcin arid jagli etui, is at 
afviit the v-.uiie devotion. 

Hie of Parthia Proper, according tomidcjit 

wriler?i, was 011 extreme one, exceedtriply hut irt tile 
ImW plain*. and >. jjtemlingly cold in the mountain* 
but modem travellers are inclined to modify both 
Jtatwwnls. They tell us, that the winter?, although 
protracted, art nowhere very inclement, the thermo- 
meter rarely sinking below ten or twelve degrees of 
Fahrenheit during the nights and during the day¬ 
time rising, even in December and January, which 
arc the coldest room I ts, to forty or fifty, The winter, 
however, sets fit early. Cold weather commences in 
October, anti continues till nearly the cud of March, 
when storms of alcet tuid hail are usual. A consider¬ 
able quantity of snow falls iil the curlier portion ol ilu 
Winter, and the valleys are scarcely dear of It til! 
March. On the mountain* it remain* much longer, 
and die chief smntr d supply Tor the riwr> 

during the spring and the early mi miner time. In ibc 
lidght ot summer the heat is undoubtedly great, 
(nope especially in thu region known a* thc'vAlnN." 
«f * Skirt"; and here the unwholesome wind, whkh 

blows from the Southern desert, is fell from time to 
time as a terrible scourge. Hut in the upland country 
the heat is at 110 time very intense ; and the natives 
lxmt at the present day that they arc not compelled 
by it to strep ti(K<n their house, lop* more than one 
month during the year. 
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I lie country, ilmugii reported by modern traveller:' 
lo be only uaiftily clothed with wood. is <lii) found 
to produce the pine, the walnut, the sycamore, the 
ash, the jwphif, the willow the vint, J1 1 r i.nutberry, the 
apricot, and itiuntruu uUler fruit ticts There j*. 
reavori to believe that, in ancient times, if the variety 
o! Ireei was not v> the numln r of them was 

very much greater. Hirabo calls the territory fenna, 
or ■■ d cn^tfy wooded.” Among indigenous plants ate 
saffron, rite assAfnitiJa plant , ami the gum ammoniac 
plant. \\ heat. barley, and cotton tire capable of lw*in-; 
mised in large .jiiamitfrs; and the fbrility is sucIi 
that the ordinary return mt wheat and barley, under 
1ku1 system of cultivation, is reckoned .it ten formic, 
while instances tue said lo have been L.tuovn of the 
return of a hundred for one. The return from rice, 
according it. one witness, is often four bundled lot 
‘•ue 1 frame atamitd j in the mountains, and fisli in 
tin; Uiid'Hgniund water con rnes. Amuftg mineral pro¬ 
ducts may be mentioned salt, fron. copper, and h ad 
The mountains Cndtaiu precious Morns, of -cvcml 
kinds, especially tluit delicate and valuable gem, tha 

tiirfjrr.ijie. 

Starting from this narrow, hut fairly productive 
n:-i'|n, the Parthi.ms gradually brought under their 
dominion t!i« greater portion of Western Ada. Very 
800,1 * ftcf cstabSbhmg their own IndcpetHlenc* they 
made art attack cm their nearest neighbour to the west, 
ITyrcania. IlyrcanL, was .< country geographically 
Canceled, in the closest way. with Parthia, very 
similar in general diameter, but richer, u.irmer and 
altogether more desirable. U occupied the western 
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half of the mountain region already described (ji 2) 
—extending from the Caspian Sea 10 the Hcrbrud — 
whereof the eastern half wa» 1’arthta. Mainly com* 
jxv^cd of thr two fertile valleys of the Giirghun and 
Kitt k. with thr mountain chains enclosing and 
dividing therm p it was a pJcturcrJiqtLO and rfehly wooded 
district almost l$ large as Parthiu Itself, and cun* 
ipderably inure productive. Here, on thO slopes of 
the bilk grew the oak r the beech* the ulm f the alder, 
the wild cherry; here luxuriant vines sprang from 
the soil on every side* raising themselves aloft by the 
aid of their stronger sisters, and hanging In wild 
fusioniis from tree to tree; beneath their shade the 
ground wa.4 Coveted with Rowers nf various kinds 
primroses, violets, lilies, hyacinths, and other* of urn 
knnwn sixties ; white in the flat land at the bottom 
of the valleys were meadows of the softest and ten- 
d Crest grass, capable of allording to numerous fleet, 
am! herds an excellent and never-failing pasture: 
Va>t quant I Lie* of game found shelter in the forests* 
while towards the mmuhi of the irverq where the 
ground h for the mm\ part marshy, large beryls of 
wild br-ar^ were frequent, and uttered a variety to 
sportsmen. Altogether Myrcnnia was a most valu¬ 
able anil deumbtc region, and well deserved Siralxi’s 
description of it as “highly favoured nf heaven/ 1 Us 
fertility u ms extraordfrouy, Wc arc told that k single 
vine in Hyrearila produced nine gallons of wirnv an -1 
a single fig-Stce ninety burfwsk cd figs, while com 
did not require to he sown by the hand, but sprang 
sufficiently from llic casual dnijijifogs nf the bst 
year's crop. 
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Not very lung after ILlc absorption of Hytomoh rhe 
rarthkn firm?i woe directed ag-dnat the country of 
itu:: Mardi. Tlik region adjoined on Hyrcant a toward* 
the we< vnd consisted mainly nf the mountain tract 
which shuts in the Caspian on the south t I" irmirtg a 
cofttmiutlon of the most southern of lh*i three 
Partluan chains and! gcucioUy known under the 
appellation of IlEIhiia. It is tmbeirtnJtt Imw far thy 

Manlum territory ext cm led tu wards the west, but 
pfobab1c that it wa** coin prised within about two 
degrees, reaching from the neigh boutimod of Datna* 
glran Ed the ;lI. rnuunuin uf J^rniivcmJj ur from 
!■'. long 54* l> < nearly* it U gctMmUy iU -* rib d 
Ja wholly rough find mnuutainou^ but [iruliabty m- 
duded the tract between the foot of the xitruntams 
and the Caspian— the eastern portion of the modern 
Mftondemc This is a rich flat plain of alluvial sent, 
bul little raised ubuve iht: Jtvd oT the neighb Lirjin* 
ic.i p from which ii^- gen tty-welling bilk, gradually 
mcTcassrtg in devstum, .thiI forming the -supports of 
ihe lofty range, which ism the heart of the Mardian 
territory. Here high lOcky summits alternated with 
dense pathless woods, the tnrjimtaJus being clothed 
on their northern flank nearly to the top with dwarf 
oakivtir vrith dtnibi and brushwood; while timer 
down 1 heir -ides wm* covered with forests uf dm' 
cc<br^ hhcrche , and cypress-wee:- At the 

present day, the gardens and orchards of the natives, 
micrspersed amwig flic maw* of primeval fon-s t A are 
of the miwt wydtl character ; the VegeLtttim h 
luxuriant; lemons oranges, peaches pQinegramtes* 
Ik- tdtv other kuit>, abound ; rice, hemp, sugar-canes 
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ntttlbc tries, arc cultivated with sucessa; vino grow 
v, i’i] ; and the valteys -ire strewn with dmih- and 
flower* of ram fragrance, among which may he noted 
the rose, the: hnticysucklc, and tile sweet-briar. Nature 
hem ever—inexorably just, as tmud—has bafnuecd 
tht'-L* extraordinary advantages with |k^ uUar draw - 
backs ; the (iger, scarcely known in any other part 
Western Asia, hem lurks in the jungles, ready [>• 
spiing at any moment <m the Unwary traveller; inun¬ 
dations are frequent, and carry desolation far and 
wide ; tlie waters, which thus escape from the river¬ 
beds, stagnate in marshes, and, during the summer and 
autumn 3 o:.»tpestilent Lai exhalation-, arise, which 
destroy the stranger, and tiring even the neditiiatbcd 
native to the brink of the grave- The Marti tan taritor} 
was thus of no great value to the conquerors, except 
a= conducting to other and health in region*. a neec?.' 
wiy link ill the vh.iirl which w;t = l ■ unite Mast wfth 
West, and by nunm- of which were to be re-knit in 
uni; the scattered fragment* »| the empire, which, 
built up originally by Cjtiis, had liten destroyed lit 
A Ec gander. 

The third tract which the Parthian* umitrxcd was a 
portion of Media A strong spur runs out from the 
klbura miwntain range,about F- h>n - 52 «hi L ]i 
projects far into Liu- desert, and forms a marked 
natural division between the region* wc*t «ttl out of 
it. The tract limned lately to the west ■>! the sjutr 
beltHlgol to Hie ancient Media, and was known as 
Media Rhagiatia from its capital city Rhoges, shu¬ 
nted fn the angle between the spur and the main 
nutge, at no distance from cither Panhia, won 
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after iJirr conquest or thn ManJians, invaded this 
territory, ami effected a Iixtgtncnl In it at .1 place 
called Clmrax, quite elt-sc to the spur, probably on 
the site nor. cal III! t/rwnnikif, l fence, by degrees, 
the ncs* of Rlia^iiiria was Di'crnni. and die entire tract 
passed into the pea->sk-n uf the Parthian*, as fin 
probably- as Kasviri wrutwurd, and MtUthward as far as 
Kmiil Hits was a district of .a crinsidvroble size, r 
hundred attd fifty miles long from the spur CO Kttsvin, 
and about eighty broad from the HI bar/ itiuutiuiin 
to Kum. It was an elevated plain, frrrili three thou* 
sand to four thousand feet alwvc the sea tivd, h.wiilff 
a climate dry anti Ileallhy, hut a wi] nf indifferent 
quality. Portions of it belonged to the.great central 
Iranian desert, and were absolutely unproductive, 
while the remainder could not boast any special fer¬ 
tility. It posjessrd, however, unit in abutiilancr, was 
tolerably well water* d. and could pj; *Jlice rercaU and 
l* l<V11 crop in siuiicieiil quantity to -m-tiim a numeious 
pnpuIatiDte 

H»c next Aggressive mm cment of the Paithi.ni. 
", 4s ]" lbc ,°PI x> ' ilc Jitectiofl— 1 toward* the nut. Hen 
Pan hut adjoined on the coniidcrabJe state r»t toetfii, 
which had grown up dimdi.measly with Wself.eml 
had ab«.rbcd several extensive coin,trier. Pantin'* 
first aggression was , , n a small scale, and its toult 
was merely the detachment from tile JWtiEait 
dominion of tw o incon^idemble pur video, kiinw n 
respectively as Turiun ami Asjiiumin, The exact 
position of these tracts is unknown tq us, but tlwy 
must certainly bo placed in die western portion Jj 
the linetHan territory, nnd probably were districts 
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north of the ParnpqmHufr, either upon the Mu^hals 
or upon the Ab-i-ICaisar river. The accession of 
territory gsir.L‘j by this conquest w^s insignificant 
Bui same exiciwive int! most valuaUk c&tiqitats 
«wtt folfownl T urning h-r attention once in .u 
lOWardfj the wc^t, huthlu made war upon Mer<IJu. the 
^rcat country which had for a time held the fint plane 
til Western AMn t and exercised a dominion which 
readied from the Caspian pllcft to the Ihilys, and 
hum the mouth of tile Aruxes Lu the vicinity of 
Ufahau* Subjected first hy IVmu, am! then by 
Alexander ibe Gr- .i*. fchc had sunt I rack within much 
narrower limits, and hud at the same time become 
split up into threeprovinces—Media Ufcngtaniz* Media 
Magna, and Media AtropaliSnd The PaitMafts hud 
prevtouriy % it allowed up, as alitrAtiy dolled, Media 
Khapniin nmy ibey attacked Media Magna* This 
was an extensive iract situitetl between the Ihii t> - 
second and thltty-seventh paral'IcHuml tiniddngfrom 
the Great Salt Desert of Iran upon the cast i<> Uw 
main chain of MontiL ZagrtMi upon the west, Iti* 
length front niWtli to *'-nith um- nbuut five de^ec-, m 
nearly lbrec hundred and fifty mites, and its wfdih 
Ir im weal to fniJr or a Unit t«v hundred 

and forty milci The entire urea cannot have been 
much under eighty thousand square miles, which U a 
Hide h-- than the »T Great Britain, and a little 
inrm: than that of Cm riuftn Austria. Thu tract divides 
d-r f into two ue tem and iln -1 litl 

The wt^icni, which is nil her mo2 e I bun one haif ol 
the whole* tifcs within rhe limits ef ilie broad mountain 
region known as Zagros and k a country of alternate 
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inoEinlojt] and valley, with hstt anil there a lulcrabty 
extensive plain, wry productive, anti for the nurit part 
pk-.1trf .4uv ami beautiful. The loftier of the moun- 
lains arc bate and rugged towards thdr summits, but 
Hie inferior ranges are thickly clothed i.viLi» founts 
Qdrte Lo llieir top, while Hie valleys arc full 1 1 mag¬ 
nificent orchards and gardens. Thu walnut, the 
Orn-nr;tl plane, the dwarf <ak, the willow, and the 
[xiplar iilyjumi, while occasion ally are to be seen the 
auh, and the terebinth, or turpentine tree. The fruit 
tress in the orchards and gardens Include, Utdik’ 
vines and mulberries, the apple, lire pear, the quince, 
die plum, the almond, the uui, the dtegtmit, the ©Uw, 
the peach, the nectarine, and the apricot With this 
western region, the eastern is in strong contrast. Past 
nf Zagros, where the mountains sink d nvn almost 
at anoc into the pluu. lies a vail gravelly or study 
plateau, covered often with h saline efiWicencc, 
eidlctl the ** K ivir, ’ and jn places with a thick salt 
dq»>it, -.iily scantily supplied with water from 
sirvain^ nr wells whan arc often brack Pit, uml c m- -c 1 1 
in places by hare rocky ridges, dost it etc uf all vegc- 
tabie mmiltl, ami incapable of tmurhliiiig eytstt a bush 
or a tuft «r gra~ Still, excepting where the salt 
efllnrcscrmcc prevails, even the plateau can be made 
ii» produce good crop*, if only water be supplied irt 
siifiki.int quantity l knee the system of jfrrmtr,, 
which is or great antiquity. ICvcrywhm <■ the -.inajl 
streams and rills which descend from the mountains 
and which. If left to themselves, would Ire almost 
iiniuediHtcly absorbed by the Muds of the desert, are 
kd into subterranean channels, which arc pTnied at * 
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ermitiiferablc depth beltnv the surface, ami conducted 
for many miles item?* tbt* plain. Opening? are made 
.it interval, from which water may tie drawn by 
nuns of a bucket for purposes of irrigation; and in 
this way a considerable portion of the plateau ts 
brought into cultivation. 

The cnmpicst of Media Magna about doubled the 
extent of the Parthian dnjnfniunn, while it alio soon 
led to further a'-jubitioiis of a most important 
dm meter. On the western flank of Media Magna lay 
the rich and valuable country, known originally as 
Khun, and later on as Ktsria or S us tan a. This was an 
extemive tract of very productive territory, ftftcfjraseii 
between the main chain of Zrgnki anti the lower 
Tigris river, extending a distance of about five 
degrees, or three hundred und fifty mile's from north¬ 
west to south-east, and having an average breadth of 
about a hundred and fifty, or a hundred and sixty 
miles, in the transverse direction. I.ike Media 
Magna, it mu si 'I *1 of two strongly eontuMtd 
n-'Hie, Towards the vvr■ -t was a broad tract of 
fertile alluvium, intervening between the Tigris and 
the mountains, well watered by numerous large 
streams the Jemhi. the Kanin, the Kerkhah. the 
itiala, and other.'*—which are capable of giving an 
abundant irrigation to almost the whole of the knv 
country. Above this region, toward* the east and 
the north-east, was a still more pleasant district, com¬ 
posed of alternate mountain, valley, and Upland plain, 
abounding in beautiful glens, richly wooded, and full 
of gushing brook* and <lcai rapid rivers. Much of 
this region is of course uncullivable tnolirftain, range 
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succeeding range in six or eight nearly panitlel lines, 
A- the traveller advances towards the nurth-cuot; and 
intMt of the range* exhibiting v.i-1 tracts • if bare and 
>i(Wn precipitous rock, in the clefts nf w hich snow rests 
till midsummer iiill the lower flunks or'the mountains 

arc,iri general, cultivable ; while the- valleys Icerti with 
one hinds, ami the plains ftiutfcdi excellent pasture 
Tire region closely resembles the western IHWtion nf 
Media Magna. whereof it is a continuation. As en¬ 
rol low it. however, towards the south-east, into the 
Ikifehtiyari country, where it adjoins upon Lite ancient 
Persia it dctrsiuntU*. in ..hameter, the mountain* 
betmuhtg barer and mote arid, and the valley* 
narrower and le*-s fur die. 

The fate nf Susanna decided that of the adjoining 
countries of Habylonm and Persia, which -item to 
have submitted Ut Purllna without a -draggle, Ibiby- 
Jonfci extended fit.in tin? Persian Gulf on either side 
■if tin* mouth nf the Kuph rates to the extreme 
northern limit nf the alEuvitmi, or to the Vicinity uf 
Hit on I hr Kuphrales, and Snmamh m the Tigris—a 
distance of about four hundred mflf- The greatest 
width was n bruit otic hundu-l and eighty mile- ; but 
(be wei^c width caun t be estimated * t m or. : than 
sixty or evenly, v. that the area probably did not 
much exceed twenty-five t U>"iu?.;Lrii] square miles. But 
the qualities of the soil were such as rendered the 
tract one of the chief gran .tries of the World. Accord, 
inj- U» f ieri-I lotus and olhera, wheat, barley, and 
millet, which were the grains principally ‘znvtn, 
yielded ordinarily a return of two hundred, and in 
some instances of three hundred, fold. Palin graves 
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were numerous all along Utc cuiirto of the rfrcr*, and 
the dete* which Ittty produced were uf firsbrat* 
quality* Under the curly Achxineman kings, when 
(he food of the Cam was supplied by each of the 
provinces in turn for a firad portion of the year, 
Babylonia had Use duty of furnishing the supplies 
dttriug four mouili-S so that it was reckone d equal, in 
itspcct of resources, to oner-third of the ctnpfrtx Em- 
ipalimi was so easy in Ruby bum that the whole 
country was brought under cultivation, and Iran*- 
formed into a garden, Here PajthU inherited all the 
advantages of an ancient civilisation, and had only to 
maintain the works of eat her times—eataak, luices, 
dams* embankment 3 !—in order to obtain from a single 
prepuce a supply of food equal to the wants of almwt 
her entire population. 

Persia lay in the opposite direction from Babylonia, 
towards the cost and the soullheasL It stretched 
along the south-eastern shore of LL ur Persian On If, 
Froth the inner recess of the Gulf near Musliiir Lu Capt 
jask, a little outride the strait* of OtmUr, in E, long, 
57^ 40“. Inland it readied to live nd^hhourh^nl of 
Isfahan on the west, and to the desserts of Kerman 
and Veid eastward. In length at ihw extended to 
.1 bon 1 ci^ht de^ne* j- f L n^i Ui.dc, a distance at six 
hundred and twenty mile*, while in width it covered 
five degrees of latitude, or nearly three hundred mid 
fifty mifes* The entire area cannot have fallen much 
short of one hundred and fifty thousand square miles 
The character of the region, flgtiMny broadly, was 
far Inferior to that of cither Babylonia or Siisiaua, 
Along the coast, In the Gk*rntfif w or “ warm country/' 
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at It fa mm called, w ... a tiimly tract, ofttu inipreg- 
onin) with salt, extending the whole length uf the 
ppqvii’kccj being n tafltinuati™ n\ the fiat region **( 
$usfcma> but falling very much short of that region 
in ail tin- i[tmIUies which make a territory valwiblc* 
The *>41 i? (Kinr, r-inaUtltig of alternate ■■■md and day 
—it ss Ul-Wiilercdt the entire tract pc wising steely 
a single stream win thy of the name of river—amJ h 
lying only ju^it outride of the northern trnpit t the 
district in by its filiation among the hottest in 
Wtsterit A>ta, Fortunately* it was moL very large in 
exiciiL since it reached Inland n distance nJ only 
h\»m ten in fifty mile*, nnd thus did not eonifimte 
much rnnrr thm one-eighth of the entire country 
Of lhe nitu-r sc van-eighths a considershlv portion— 
fjefhiip' -11 much ai half—was very little ■ Lij^rrmt, 
tourinting nf salt or MiuJy deserts* especially ih&u- t>f 
Ketman anil Yod, which were dlmiv-it wholly umpn*- 
ductivc by nature, and capable of only a very scanty 
cultivation. Hut between these two arid districts, 
the stfctdi of hilly country which separated them 
was. of a *tfpet§0f chiuttctcr, coiiskting of mountain. 
pla=n fc and valley curimiriy Intermixed, and for the 
meat part fairly fertile In plivoes it b rkh p 
picturesque, and TumaiUic, almost beyond i mgim- 
lion* with lovely wooded dclk, green nvoumnm side*, 
an if broad plain* suited for the production of crops 
«f aim my description. Hut, more eommnnty 
these features are atrarnt, and theft h a general look 
of sterility and barrenness which is unpleasant, or 
even fmbidding. The supply of water fa, almost 
every vs ] s ere, itim ty\ S-~ a ice 1 y an y ■ > f Ul C sir c i m - at *; 
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slfojsg enough to reach the sea. After short course-* 
they are either nh^rb^l by the jiancf* of i hd in anudl 
salt lakes, from which the superfluous water is evapo¬ 
rated, Persia Proper deserves, on the ivho!e t the 
description which its ancient inhabitants ga\c of 
it to Cyrus the Great—' a a y,ant I,mil and ,i rugged ,s — 
a bm[ in which iutarmnnc can only be obtained by 
itrenurju? a fad continue J labour, and where the vid^i- 
Jtudes uf climate arc such as to brace and harden 
those who dwell in it. 

Another country, piubaMy subjugated about the 
iffic time ii- Media Babylonia, and 

Pomiii Proper, was Assyria* A*ryria f which had 
heat Jofig previously reduced nearly within its original 
I mists, was ;it this perind a smalikdi country, interposed 
between Mount Zagrus and the Tigris bounded on 
the east by Media Magna, mi the north by Armenia 
the west by MirNOputauitGi^ and on the south by 
mtiimu ur Etymaife Its giuatf.it length was about 
iree hundred and twenty miles, and its average 
rfdlJi about a hundred. It would thus have had an 
4io of about thirty-two the m sand sijuiir^ willed, or 
lave been equal in $kh to Ireland But fringe narrow 
iralti litre amply compensated by the fertility of the 
§olL The If .u l between the Zagros mountains and 
gjie Tigris h principally an alluvium brought down by 
Jhe rivers, which from time lu time overflow their 
Bpnks ami spread themselves far md wide wer the 
(tat country 4 . It produces excellent crop* uf wheat, 
ytffcy* millet, mid ; b vide* grmviflg palm* in 

pac-.* a* vs 4-II .in wtdimE-L, Oriental plane*, sycatxin>re% 
ritid jMSpl^tf-»_ "I Ks- In ver ranges ol hills, outposts of 

J 
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Zajros, bore olives, mid in (jv^iitt-d siltlSilioni llie 
citron wa* Largely cuhirated ; while fn i-mei, tnul- 
hvtrius, jK.mrNiatuarv-, and other fruit *i- - vutc 
Common. Of mineral*, Assyria produced iron, top¬ 
per, lead, bitumen, naphtha, petroleum, sulphur, alum, 
and salt. 

The empire having been thus far extended toward* 
tins west, the time seemed to have arrived when «amt* 
thing lihtj an equivalent expansion towards the east 
was ilcihabic. Pact r la had hitherto stood in the 
way of any considerable Parthian advance in rtiis 
direction; amt though I'.irthiji hud contrived to filch 
frMfn her two niiaJl -ii Iricl-, yet no real i. i .; j j ■'on 
had been made upon the (tower ful Hadrian hiiigilntn, 
which id this time bore rule over the entire territory 
between the Tejend ami the UyHaspea Hut, won 
after the time when tlm great expansion of the Par. 

Lilian iliiininioti i< ".'.-ajii = thr: :it. -uii_nii:j>': -lii.d, 

JitnclrJ.L Tj .;m i. d-'diiM in power,-uU ni-iy be s-.-UI U> 
have invited invaSTotj, 111 the war which Followed 
between tlv: two countries, the success of the Par¬ 
thian an in was 11 nmi: House A few years sufficed for 
the subjugation of Uactria Proper, of Mmgiann, Aria, 
Sarangin or Drongi.tnu, S.ictmt-in.i, Anidiosia.and r ■ 1 • 
liapi wrubay add SagnrUo. and Chomimiu, h follows 
to give a short account or each of these countries, 
ftsiirtriii Proper, the nucleus from which the Pae- 
Itiau Empire had prr needed, may be consul vied xi 
equivalent to the upper valley of the O.viis, or, in 
either winds, to that valley from the remoter! sources 
of I he si: [ tmvajd'> tin* . , - down In itiv cti (ranee "ntt 
the jjrviU Giura.il 1 dim davit, in aWut E, long. 
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6 j° J°'- towanfs the west The valley is enclosed ( ,i, 
the north !>y iher Hazaret Sultan, and tlissar meum- 
Lnns while i.uj the sr-uch it is bounded by tin | J orci- 
pBmism or Hindu Kiuh. Eastward it tmtim l© the 
I'arnir Ltble-knd. whence several of its heait-stiuanu, 
take their origin. If. length l«tw lY n the Pamir and 
Use dtictt is alouL three hundred und sixtv mile:., 
w 1 11 fe its w id ill betw ten t f it- t wo mo nit I am c 1 lajns 
varii:^ from a hundred and forty to two handful and 
fifty miles. The area is probably twice » k f g e M 
that of I'ariIlk Proper. and may In* estimated at 
about seventy thousand sfju.in: miles Much of the 
tmet. being situated at high dcratfen above tlie 
wra-level, h cold Und infertile ; but the lower portion 
'.fill'- valley, especially the country about the ancient 
capital, Bntira, wow Balkli, b fa illy ptudutHve; and 
the region between the Ox us and the Puropumbtis— 
the southern moiety „f the province, Is regarded as 
aiiioiit; tile rai);,| valuable portions of AflgbanhJton. 

M.ngmiU, or the district upon the Marges river 
I'Mar^b), adjoined Bactria upon the west, and, 
though geographically reckoned as distinct, was 
probably absorbed into it at an curly period. It ira, 
fiiainiy a narrow tract, dm! In by di-.- r :-. f)n either 
side, '-'X tend III": along the Course: of the Margus river 
ftrra iliniancv of *;»nc two hundred miles, ami then 
exjawling suddenly into a broad oasis of the vcr> 
highest fertility Known in nnclta^ and .i.jain in 
mrslern times Us Mere, It i, still * region ( r -mm- 
Importance, mul has recetrtiv byin annexed by Kn,»i.i. 
and eomwcTcd by railway with Ashkaborf .md 
Bokhara. 
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Aria lay along the course of the River Arms, m* A 
the Hcri-rud, which, rising on the south side of the 
l^ropwiflstts in E «^lu, 

first through ' hc mr.»iiiTain>. and then wttE ,hc,r 
southern Hank, until, about E- long. Or 1 , it W** “ 
sw«p round to the north, and finding, «* ftjr<l "S’ * 
>Ta y through the chain* joins the Tcjofttl at I *»->- 
Khututi, in Ut 3^ nearly. The course of the mm 
until it mulcts its gTcat bend, measures bewcen two 
hundred and seventy and two hundred and eighty 
mill ' ; and Lhis may Ire regarded ;ln the length ,J ' 
Ari.i Imm east t<> west Its width between the Pan>- 
namisiiJ* and the- tract known as Hr an (puna or 
^arangia U difficult to determine, but was certainly 
not great It tuny have aver aged shout fifty roles; 
which would give tor the entire nous h>: of about 
thirteen thousand square mil's. Hu* country was 
well watered, and tolerably fertile, but it «;i> plsaccd 
at too high an elevation to be more titan moderately 
[uodnetive, Ana (or Herati, the capital, being more 
than three thousand feet above the ‘V,i-levtL, and tile 
rest of die conn tty being, for thu moil ('art, consider* 
ably mom elevated. 

Dmngintui. or Sriningia, which adjoined on Aria 
towards die srsulh, was a region of much greater 
extent but (if less fertility It was tile country 
watered by the stream* which flow inlu die Uomim, 
or lake (if Sdsiait, from the north-cud and list- north. 
On the west it verged upon the great Iranian i Inert 
anti partook of its character; on the creit ir extended 
to die upper sources of the Km-h river It is difficult 
Uj determine ili exact dimensions ; but it must have 
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had an extent m hast double (hi! of Alin, ami tin- 
cut ire supi'rfii.'iti may tiol have la lieu very much !*ltt>rt 
or thirty thousand gqunrc miles. 

Another rminlry probably absorbed by Porthin at 
till-, !hik a a- S,u v tiin:. or Seistum Sac :i-tana was 
the Oiiintiy imtiWiiitelj south of the ffamun. or 
- Sa[t l-akc, in which the river lb: I mend ends. 
Kxeept on the very bulb* oi the Mdmcnd, ft 
Almost wholly unpnuluctivc, and focapnldu of habit u- 
(.in/1 bi any but a iiprandie ju>|Htlat/ofi Portions of 
it were, boivnet. liable to inundation, when the Hcl- 
mtml kiverfl'Aved it* banks, UHl thus its general 
ell itraaer wun lie mate ii'dy . nn|) and arid attlv 
des.':r! 'IV extent a as somewhat vague and indefi¬ 
nite. since tbcni: were no marked boundaries, miles- 
the If (dm end and Human mny be reckoned such 
to wauls the north. Eastward it melted into Sattfl- 
gydlti, i.iitUwatd into OedtosU and westward into 
the tit *-rc of Kerman. 

1 hi min ioh over Sarsmyia and Snead an a earned 
with it, nlmo-t necessarily. the *pvemjjnty over 
Arttebosin, which adjoined those cfumtrJis* upon the 
east Andwsbi named from the river Amehotun 
Argand-abi, a main tributary of the Hdmend, con- 
nt-t.d of the mountain tract about Condobar and a 
porlh'ii of tin adjacent divert, now known as that of 
Kegid.-m ft w- a large, but not very valuable 
eouniry, and lay on the frontier of the Ihmhiau 
Empire towards the smith-ta'd, 

'Hie fmwer which held Hyrcanin, Parthia, Alia, 
ami Saiangiii, was always predominant also in 
Sajprtf*. which rtifiiciikd with the eastern and 
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tiurth-caiteri! portions of titc Iranian desert* The 
Hagai ti.i ns wandered freely over itie grater p^t nf 
the dmtrj] region* where they found a scanty sub- 
■iiaLfince, Their country, withstanding Its great 
csteiu, was itost vnlutle*s, being Incapable of 
cultivation mtd producing no mineral excepting 
salt- 

An equally unproductive and undesirable territory, 
on thr Opposite iside tf the FiirlkLm tod Arian 
mountain chain, iv eomnmrdy regarded « forming, 
Together with ilKciTia^ the limit of iJut ParthLiij 
iloinim mi cast of the Caspliiit toward.* the north- 
This Chofmmwu the country of the Choral 
miaits, known to modems ns the desert of KlioraJan, 
wliidi extends from the foot nf the Bft£lHOTIj Far 
tbkm, and Uyrcahkn bilk to the old course of the 
OkOji, fcitm it* entrance tm die desert to It* ancient 
jirmcipal mouth. Oior^-iuia U thmi a very extensive 
country. not less titan hundred mites in length 
by three hundred he breadth ; but ill value ii exceed¬ 
ingly slight. mas. except along the course of the 
Oxus, or modern Aims Daria, it does not admit of 
colUvatkiU- 

J 5 y the absorption of these varlmta eahnWei and 
regtens Fiirthia obtained her fullest attention toward i 
lliE! nik\% and thr? mnth-cait, but ^irarn still able 1 o 
make important adili lions to her deminkma on the 
i pp site •skit of her cmptir. especially towards the 
mirth-west. At a cnmp-iriiiivdy early pcriixl, certainly 
befoic her wars with Home began, she made herself 
mistress of Hie extensive and valuable iVjjion of 
Mi ipnUmbi Proper, which via* \h* Unci eu:h-, d 
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between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, bounded 
un the north hy Armenia, and on the south by the 
fkdjjhuikW alluvium. The length ol this region 
from north-west to south-east was tt 1e:isL lliiec 
huntin',I oud filly milfi*. while It- breadth, wiu_-te It 
ivus broadest, catthtH bt ottiuiirtl st much untie, iuu 
hundred and sixty. But a in nine plate* the width 
did lint exceed fifty miles, the entire arc;*, it h pro¬ 
bable, fdl yWt of filtythousand square miles. Much 
itf i; very unjaitv.ntuclive, t ciujj a tredns plain, 
jilt- hnrnr td' lhc v, L[«J oii, the hustnrd.jiiid Ili-J gazelle; 
hut to word; the north there was mure fertility, and 
thv Mon* Maxim, together with it* v .id hern skirt, 
and the valley of the 1 rgri* north of it. ware tmru 
of some considerable value. Marius produce* nfaun- 
dm,i timber, together with manna and gall.nut*; the 
pistachio grows wild in the district between OrfaJmnd 
Diabvkr ; the Sin jar range of hills is fluted nr the 
cultivation of the fig ; and the whole northern regiim 
h favourable to the growth of frtiil (rets, mid produces 
walnuts, orange. Icimms, pitmegranatcs. apricot*, and 
mul terries. 

During the period of thr wars with k»rar the 
limits or the Parthian Empire fluctuated greatly 
Provinces were canijutnal and reconquered ; large 
iitmr.-xatimts wif made and then relinquished: "-hole 
countries were ceded, nnd, alter a lime, recovered. 
This is mil the plow for tracing out mtd placing on 
record all these vuriwU 5 ! change-v We .ire concerned 
cuilv with the question of Parthia's exipfitfUSil limit* 

her most flourishing period In order, hmvevrr. to 
complete our sketch uf this subject, «■ mm: bring 
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under ihe reader's notice two more districts—Medio 
AtropatetuS ntul Armenia. 

Media AlTn|MlC'iu£, which I- * aim. 1 ultimately a 
dependency of IMrthia, wtc* the tract directly west 
nf the lower Caspian Sea, extending font the Hi vet 
A rax os i Arasj towards the north to the borders nf 
Media Magna and Media Rhaginna. towards the 
south. Westward it bnnkred on Armenia, with 
which il was some times connected politically Us 
southern boundary lay .drhnsl along the lint of I hr 
thirty-sixth parallel. It was thus very nearly a 
square, extending bom to writ for the spate of Inn 
hundred and forty, and horn north to i-nuib for the 
*i pace of about two blindru| and twenty miles. Tire 
area did not fall much -hort of fifty thinnuiul sijuare 
miles- Its chief mem were the Aw and the Scfid- 
rnd; and iL further contained within it the remark* 
able laic nf Urtimfych. Tlie tract was uicuintaijii.iLK, 
hut fairly fertile, with a cold climate in the winter, 
hill a dclfcjou* <n»e during the >«mtticr months. It 
was n region of considerable value, and is still ranch 
pored by its pMcraora, the modem I’craiaiis. 

Armenia, which, to the west or tin; Caspian, closed 
in the Pari loan territory Lvmord* the north when the 
empire hail readied it.< acme, lay north-w^t um! 
partly north of Airopruihit 1 . It reached from the 
Caspian it the mouth of the A ms to the elbow of 
the Euphrates, in Sat, 3:-; jo'. Long. 38* 25' nearly, a 
distance of about six hundred mil<n . uid extended 
from Iberia ou the north to Mount Xtplura.. on the 
wjuiIi, a di’Uurc of rather mine Ilian two hundred 
mik>- Hut Armenia was lo^ngc-shapcd, narrowing 
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grad 1 inlly townrHs both extremities; .ind thus the-irea 
did not much exceed sixty thousand square miles* 
Tin. uhuractcr of Mu: region closely resembled that of 
AiTopaiLiii-, but W4-- on the whole superior; and 
Armenia i* found to have been a productive terri¬ 
tory, which exported win. to Babylon, and traded 
itl the markets nf Phrenkia with horses .uui mule* 
1 P'/eU, JtxvIL 141 

Ji would seem, then, timt the I'artliiJut Ktnpuc, 
when at lh<" hijjlifS't pitch o| prosperity, exteAUed 
fully (wo t1i>mvand Tulle* Imm cast to west hctwim 
the Pamir upland and tin I'liplir.U -, while it linil a 
general width of nbnut five or six hundred mill's 
between its northern and southern frontiers. Jr 
included the whole o| modem IVrsia. the /renter 

part of AffghnnUUn.. <*f Turkey in Asia, and 

some large regions which are now in the pow.sdnn 
of (he Knssians. A$ Persia is said to extend flW 
five hundred 1 bousand .square miles, and AfTjduitttm.iu 
uvtr tw.i hundred thousand, whih- the Hussian and 
Turkish provinces which were oner Parthian cannot Ik? 
>-.*irna!i >1 i«> contain k- - than one hundred thousand 
square mites, the whole territory included within 
the umpire of the Parthian*- at its greater extent 
can scarcely have fallen tar short nf eight handled 
thnumnd square miles. It would thus have been 
about equal in extent to I'mnce, Germany, Austria, 
and Turkey tn Kurope pm together. 

The hwnd«Hw of the empire were, upon the 
north, Ibctia, the river Kur nr Cyrus, the Caspian, 
the Oxuvmrl the Hji <n-t Sultan, and |ii»-,ar ranges; 
ou the cast, the Pamir, the Itebr Chain, Kiid the 
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valley of the Indus; on the voutll, Bduchiftan mut 
? 1 ii? 1 ■ r*ian Gulf; “fi the t. l!StJ the 

Eittljhrutea Westward of the ELuphm- * lav Llic 
territory of R«m« northward of thi: Oxw> wrre the 
wild trilws of Scythia, AWi, Ma<w.icctrt, V iic-chi, 
utuJ others ; on the tasiofri frontier were the Truto* 
ScyHw a weak auti divided people. Only two 
neighbour. veined t■■ !*■ -T much account rr Ho me 
UjyGO the wt-d, null till* Sl’ythie tr9*» upon the 
north and norlli*tMsl With each nl ilu-e eu tunica 
Psrthia had tnipoiutn and dnngciwi w*re» hut her 
dealutctjna enme from neither. Revolt ivitluil her 
..nn U«der» Utouj.ht the Parthian dottum ,u Ur no 
end, and -tubstituird in lt» place the Second Persian 
nr SftssatiltM monarchy. 



If. 


LTllHinlliAI'IIIC.U.—TtrUAHfAX (IhRArTBK OF 
tHE I'ARTtllAK PKOPtt 

Till r.iftlii.inw do not appear hi history a- a people 
until Hit lime "S' Dnfius,thc «m.»f Hyitaspes v,.\ 
52T 515 TIiiti: Is w> mention nf them n die Old 
Test&mcflf, ta in the Assyrian ImKrfptions, "i III 
tjie /.cmlavLuta. We first find any recoil! of their 
existence in the great Inscription of Darius, nt 
Hdifctini l in y are there called the ,H PaitJn j," or 
* J’arihivn” and appear in «l^r connection with the 
“ V irknrKL," or people of Wjftcania. Darius regards 
diem .is his subjects, and speaks of their " revolting “ 
against his father, 1TyStaspes, who seems to have iiecn 
at the time their 1!tap, and fighting a brittle with 
him Within the limit - of their own country, They 
were defeated wilh the lews of about leu thousand 
men in killed and prisoners; after which they siib- 
mitted, and returned to their allegiance, 

Through the r--yl of the Achrumetiiatt period (RC 
515—33K'i we never hear of them lad aa faithful 
Persian subject* I lay were R-sigued by Darius to 
his sixteenth satraps - , and unilcii <n it with the 
Arnns, tiie Sogdiiui*. anil the Outfits rntolti. They 

*T 
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tamk part in flic cTcyrditim of life wn. Xerxes 
against Greece They fought nt Issua and at Arbcl* 
Wi.- never bear of thdr joining in *my n-V'dl afiei 
Uicir turn attempt in the time of general dlfliirlMUcc 
at tilts beginning of the rdgn «f Darius. If they did 
iv .t niter a very stmmmi* resKtmici? i<» Alexander, 
i|- was probably because the Perrism Empire haul 
ColinpsejJ, ttnd the corwjucit^r uppeaitxl in be h re¬ 
sistible 

TUI - fieldlu to the Persian ntle* cwnbincd with 

the fuel tinit gcogiapfaieidly p.uibia was situated id 

fJie midst of u group ol purely 1 A dm IriLn^*— the 
tiyreiinkm, Chnrufiinism^, Margiwii, Arinin* of 
Herat, Hadrian?, S^ptttiona, tint! Sanmgkns— 

Ice! some writer 5 * on ethnography to maintain that 
the ParthLins, like alt the utb i people of the Iranian 
]tl,iU in* Ijfllon^ral to tin. luiuiiui family. They 
certainly irfTccii.il, to a large extent, Pcj*fi» dime* 
e\£ f Mitferfdaiesp Titidalt^p Artabauim, Orobuua, 
Rhmkispcs, Chosrnes. if that is- a form of Cyntt 
i JCuntt/t In Persians—and some of the appclinttans 
peculiar to them me explainable by Arian cty- 
ttM)logfe&. * l PrirtpjtHti4* PJ for Instancy ha* been hi- 
giunmnty compared with the Zenith * ['rfjapaitL% 0 
which meatH like tin- Gmok fcl Hhikipator," u hover 
of hb father* 11 Hut conjectural explanations- of 
names arc an exceedingly unsafe hash fnr Hhn..- 
kigkal speculations And it is certain that the 
Paiihhn names do not, a (jenutul rule, suggest 
the idea of derivation from Arian sources. 

If we ask what the undent writers have left OU 
fO-tird with respect to I he Purl hian nationality, wp 
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.ball find, In lire first place,a gcficral (WWWJWi^ 
ihcywere Scvtb* “The Parthian race is ScyiliuV 
day's Arrian. I he Parthian*;* say* J u^tirr. in his 
KpUnntc of Tnjgna Fompeiii-/' |J were a rare of 
Scvth*, wb'j ul -i remote date separated themselves 
fmto the rest of the nation, and occupied (tie 
southern portion of the Chomitmun desert, whence 
they gradually made themselves masters of the 
mountain region adjoining itA Strabo adds to tins. 
tli.lL ibe particular Scythic tribe whereto they 
behmgcfl was that of the Dah^j that their own 
proper anil original name was i'arrii. Or Apami; 
ftntl that they had migrated at a remote |Jcriod from 
the country to tilt north of the I’alus Ma-Olis (Sea of 
Azov , where they left the great tna» of thoir fellow - 
triberimeii. Some time lifter thin the theory w*s 
started that they were Scylhs whom Sespstris. on 
his return from his supped Scythian expedition, 
brought into Aria and settled m the mountain 1'ict 
south-east nf the Gwplfrn. We cannot pul much 
faith in the detail nf any of these various stale- 
incuts, store, in the fir* place, they me tonlradlctory. 
jtftd, in the second, they are, 

improbable. Saw#*, &* *“*■"% if gf 
was such a king. «o more made an expedition mt ■ 
Scythia than into Upland or KatBskatka. No 
l‘*-vptian monarch ever penetrated further north 

S the nwnntaln chains of ****** ***£. 

Arrian’s slury is ^ m crc variant .if the tak told to 

BtnMm „»d UM« «J wi f™| * ***£ 

b^Siw s anil ll f» «*» ■»••«= "n|."- 
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table-, tine* it makes the returning conqueror dqKirt 
i mm hh natural enumr, and go a thmiMml tnlfc* 
nut of iiU way, to plant for no purpose a cdtifty in 
a region which lie was never Ufcdy to visit agnirt* 
Sinil»j’:- migration talc U less incredible* since the 
tribes U. the hUflJi of the Eti&kc mid Casplim lived 
in tk constant suite uf unrest, awl migratory move¬ 
ments on theii part* far exceeding the stipptrwd 
Portliian movement in the distance traversed, are 
Among the most certain facts of ancient history. 
IU\\ it ts iHQlcuH (u what Uitftworthy authority 
Strata cnultl even ^ipjme that hv had for his 
^fwrrtlon^ since the imgraliort of which lie speak* 
nitibt have taken place at least six hundred yc.iti 
before his envn time, and migrirtney races rarely 
retain any tradition of their origin for so milch as 
■l c-uiury. Strain, motccivcc, admfb it to be iJuubt- 
full whether there ever were any Dahic among the 
Scylbh of ihc Mantis and thus i&t ins to cut the 
ground from under his own feet 
Ttic utmost that can be safely gathered from these 
numerous and discrepant notice* Is the ccmdimnn 
dco the P-.mEiun:- were felt by ihc Greeks and 
Rumania who finLtnunc into com net with them to Ik- 
in i lien tuition, hi I Milled among the AftUT race* of 
thtfie part-, having their congeners in the great steppe 
country which lay tiorcfc of die lilack Sea, the Caucasus 
the Caspian, and Ihc Oxu- river. These nation* 
wuc nomadic, uncivilfeedl coarse, nut to any brutal, 
in tin- if habta ; of a type Very much inferior to that 
<J f ite w-hich inhabited ihc more southern 

region \ felt by them Lo ta hartal rnm f and feared .tl* 
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L i conliium! menace to their pu-uperfly ami civiU- 
H4 tjuti. There id always m undcrfyto® «Iea of 
jir-visc and disparagement whenever a fircek or r> 
Roman calb .my trace, or people, or custom **Scylliie w — 
the term connote* rtidctie-, grossnu**. absence of 
ttllture and refinement—it i-. n»l i^rtwp* stncLly 
ethnic, since it designates a life rather than a desaiit, 
habit* rather than bloodr-bitt it points to 11 ijf,: 
an,! -nrh habits as have from the remotest antiquity 
prevail- J, .iilrl as -sill prevail, la the vast plain country 
which ( Ntctitla from the Cannt-sus, the Caspian, and 
the mountain chains of the LmiU.iI A sum regions to 
Ulc shores of the great Arctic Sea. 

it b certain that the Inhabitant* of this tract 
have Wfefkgnl, front a reunite antiquity, to the Othnit 
ftunilv generally known us Turanian. In the south 
thev are of the Titar iw Tuikisli tyj^: In the north. 
Lif tin: I'imTbh, or Samoddie. Ttirir language (S 
BggUtllmte, arul wanting in inflict i.-ns; their physique 
b W.sk, languid* ^Millie, urniiUvtnil.it; tluy Imvc 
lurce fleshy bodie, loose joints, soft swollen I^Uiw. 
and scanty' hair. They live chiefly on horseback or 
in waggons. Still, a* enemies, they are ft* torn 
contemptible^. Admirable li nr semen, often chilled 
archers, accustomed to a severe climate and to ex- 
poMitv in ail weathers ; they have proved formidable 
Pits if- many warlike nations, and still give scrlcii.* 

trouble m their Russian muslcra. 

The Ssylfcm «*■**« <* *«" Farth-W, voiichcrl 
Jar on *11 liands, and their derivation from Upper 
Asia, m the region* ^-raid lH« Oxm. fl 

strong t ue*umptkniot tbdr bch'nghig to the 1 uWMUn 
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family of nrit^.ifiv This prompt ion is ittetigihcned 
by the Utile ih.U we know of their laiigUiigi- lluir 
immes, \v]m\ not distinctly Iceman, which they would 
often naturally be from eoiiiciijufl and intentional 
imitation, arc decidedly mn<Arian, and have certain 
Turanian dwactcrUties. Amtmg these may foe 
montioneff, fim of all, the guttural termittUmn* found 
in Anfac-cs, Suituechb^ Parrhac^cs, Vasac-ca, Sann^ 
truzc-es Fhra&tac-cs Valanaac-e** &&—-a* termination 
which cbACsictii rises tinr primitive LtabyTOttiati. the 
Lkt*qun, and must of live Turanian tongues,. Beyond 
iftjg, it would not be didkull U* suynjcut Turanian 
ctymobujio fen a large mimbvT of Parthian mines, 
bus as such *ncgc*tion> could only be 11 gut^-c* at 
truthi“ not very much weight would attach to them* 
The main argument for the Turanian character of 
the Parthian people h to he found in their physical 
pind mental type, and in tfirir umrnitT* and customs 
Tlurir sculpture* give Ilurm the lar^e ilhfnmied limbs 
the heavy paunch**, and the general flaccid appearance 
which dmmftmse Turanian racc^ 'I heir history 
shows them Lo have Iuli! (tie merits and defects of the 
Turanian type of character. They uerc covetous 
grasping, ready to t;ike the agpcsdve, and, on the 
wlvilct inferably in their war# agalnvt weak 

mccs Ihit they were wanting in dash, in vigor,mu 
effort, and in pemveraito They were stronger in 
defence than in attack; ami. as time went oti p became 
mtrtt ami more unenterprising and Ivih»irgku In- the 
aits they wot partiojlfyiLy barkwjri}, devoid of U.ile p 
and waioFng in originidhy, Omudering Ihv putk-ru* 
ihiit they It,id before their eyes in the architecture 
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a m 1 J aciiJjstu I'irs ■.I' Pasirgadx, XaUtd t -i - Rsiraiu, 
ttakr f ami Persepolis, if i* simply ^totifahhig that 
fluty could rise nt« higher than (htr mtau palace ,it 
Hatn, and the grotesque tallied «u Hdi^tun, Sir-pitii* 
iiohttb, and TcngM*SiU’utak' Greet art, moreover, 
wasi nn| unknown to them ; ami they ^nutated it upon 
their cohifl ; but tile trxueaty is pailnftll^ and often 
on ihc ridkul In thdr manners ami 

emunm then? wan much that wa* mai totally Tiimniiiii. 
Like thr Ttirkotmm md T^iar tribes ftuncrallyv thvy 
pas^rd almost their whole lives ™ horseback. can- 
versing. transacting business, buying and selling even 
eat m g . wit He man nt* ■ don I hdr 1 1 > i s I he y \ irac t Uetl 

polygamy, «edui|uil thvlr w-muu from the sight of 
nun, punished iniGiilhfutit^>3 with cjaivme ^verity, 
delighted trt hunting fe ti ml rah-ly ntc .my lk*h but that 
which they obtained in this way. were moderate 
eiitv-r»but greaidrinker^ slid not speak much, but yet 
were very unquiet, being constantly engaged in atlmng 
up trouble cither nhruad or at home. A -Lm&JI portion 
of tin natinn only was Free r tin- mimlmJcr were the 
skives of the privileged feu Nornmlic habits con¬ 
tinued to piiivail among a pinion uf thfrfc who 
return tied in their primitive -cats, even in the time of 
their greatest nntioruil firaerify ; and a coara^ rude 
wmi-barlMirous chmatter attached ultray*—even to the 
most advanced jiart ci-f tEu.- n.itjnu—to the Icing, the 
court, and the mriik£ generally, 4 character -rilich, 
despite a certain vanriih of emliwitirm, was roin 
Aluwfng* ilsril in their dealing* with cAth 
Nher, and with fwmgit natinm, “The Parthian 
juumardu^ as Gibbon justly observe^ "like the 
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Mogul sovereigns of ftimtuslan, delighted tit the 
pastoral life i,f their Scythian on tenths and the 
imperial camp wa* frequently piidicd in the plain 
'■f t-tev»iphrni, im the e.LSirm l.-ttik of tht Tigrfe." 
Vivhnhr sectrts even to doubt whether the I 1 ;)rll)him 
dwelt in chic- at all. He represents them as main- 
tiiinttig from first to last their nomadic habit*, and 
regard- the irisum lion by wlvUi their cm;lire vv.v- 
brought to an end »> t rising 'if the Inhabitant* of 
towns—lthe Tadjik* v,f those tfrmre—against the 
Uyats or wanderers, who had oppressed them for 
centuries. Thin is, no doubt, an over-statement; but 
it has a found at it in in Inch since wandering habit 1 ), 
and even tent life, ■xirc a (Tested by the P-irtM*n> 
during the mwt nourishing fverioJ of their empire. 

Another reject in which tin I’artHams resembled 
iH<me,at any rate, nf the principal Turanian tribes wu? 
m dine combination of the rudeness und cuamena* 
alriaiiy liicntiotied With great vigour of .ndminislration 
mill ijovcmmcnL Uke the early nr Ucmliun) 
Habyliiniani, like the Mongols under Jenghis Khun 
Hud hb siicmsors like the Turks of Lhc Middle Ago, 
and to some extern even uf modern times, the 
1 sr tit bus possessed, to a iaige amount, the governing 
01 ruling faculty. They rapidly developed B great 
jHjiver, and they held t'^ellicr f< 11 neatly fnut 

i ' uturii 1 a htleri-pmeous mass of-object natkm, 
who could have had no love for their mle, yet were 
constrained by their energy nn*l other " sterling 
qmditics to render them, for the most part, a cheerful 
amt steady obedience. Their govern mental system 
wi? not refilled!, but it was effective; they never 
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|i*fnUHWSitIy Irot A province ; a tut, -u the df-.v.ilution 
of the empire, ihs limit £ were as extensive as they had 
ever Iktcii. 

i.'n the whole, it may be said, that the Turanian 
character oi the Parthian people, ilunigh not abso¬ 
lutely proved, appears to be in the highest debtee 
probable. If ivc act* ;>t it, \w must regard llu-rn -id 
in race closely allied to the i;u:t hordes which, from 
a remote antiquity, have roamed over the steppe 
region of I'pper Asia, from lime to time bursting 
upon the south, and harassing or subjugating the 
compiimtivdy mi warlike inhabitant-! of the wanner 
Countries. Wc must view them as tile cnugctieia td 
the ] Iun.', Ilulg-uiann, Avars. Kum.inc of tire ancient 
world} «f the Kalmucks Outgiu’s HI cut*, Usbcgs, 
iuiknmaius tlst, of the present day. Perhaps their 
newest representative* will he, if wc louk to their 
primitive condition at the founding of their empire, 
the modern Turkomans, who occupy nearly the same 
districts; if we regard them at the period "f their 
high vat jirmperity. the Oiitianlt Turks, Like the 
Turks, they combined great military pi. *iv«j and 
vigour with a capacity for organisation and govern* 
meat not very usual junotig Asiatics. Tike them, 
they remained at heart barbarians, though they pul 
on an external appearance of civilisation and refine¬ 
ment. Like ilium, they never to any extent amat- 
gammed with the -object peoples, but continued fr.r 
cenlurre* an exclusive- dominant race, encamped in 
the countries which they had uvnriun. 
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iLMl KV m —Hi IN np Till; PAlUlIJAX STATU 

Till; grand attempt <tf Alexander the Grc.it in 
unite the lSa.tr and West In a single universal 
monarch).', magnificent in conception, and carried out 
in ac i sdtli exirmnditwy energy nnd jmlitichl wisdom, 

long as I‘l- vi ,u vp,Tit j,i i.j ciumhi'.-j hit enterprise in 
person, was frustrated. <n the first place, hy the 
unfortunate rirmrnstutTce of his | iri iiiiiture decease; 
and, Secondly, by the want of ability among his 
^Successors.' At though among them there were 
•several who possessed considerable talent, the re «aji 
no commanding jiCfssiTKdity of force sufficient to 
damin.il the oilit!., and cerrattiJy Hone who inherited 
either Alcxaiujr. t'-. grandeur of con crept loii or his powers 
of execution, m who can be imagined ad. tinder any 
circumstances. success fully accomplishing lijs project i 
The scheme, therefore, which the great Macedonian 
lud conceived, unhappily tollap-cil, and hh effort to 
unite and catt'<iliiklt led only to increased division 
and disinlegmtmn. He left behind him at least 
twelve rival claimants nf his power, and it wa* «..idy 
by partition that the hnim-diaic bre. iking < m cf civil 
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war amons the compciit'ire prevented. Partition 
Itself drd lint stave ■ '(T the struggle for a few year-, 
atsil tile W4t> "I tlic •* SuCCCssOr*/* wllieU followed, 
Caused further change, and tended to split file empire 
Intri minute fragment*. After a while tile various 
Cfltli-nuiK produced wmiethfng like a “Mirvivd oi tti..- 
afauflt the cloir nf the fourth century, after 
Hu? gvc.it b,title <rf Ipstis (Itr 3^ • llllt divi » n "f 
the Macedonian Empire W made into four principal 
ports, which thenceforward for nearly three centuries 
formed the bad> if the political situation in Eastern 
Europe and Western -Asia- Malv:i Ionia. Aria Minoi 
Syria, and Ivp pt became the great power-* “1 tile 
lime, and on the fortunes of these four powers, their 
policies, and lines, ol action, depended the gav ral 
course of it (fairs In the Oriental world for tbe neJit 
two hundred year4 at any rate. 

Of lhw-c four great monarchies the otu-aviLh wljidi 
the interests of Partbia v-ere wholly b’trnd up 

wits the Syrian kingdum cl the Scieudd.e Originally. 
SeleucLL& received noffilog hut the single satrapy of 
Baby Ionia. But his military genius and his popularity 
WL-re suclt, that his dominion kept continually in- 
creasing until It became an empire worthy of com¬ 
parison with those ancient Oriental rttotumchies, which, 
in remoter times, had attracted. ami almost munop^ 
Used, the attention of mankind. As early ar UX. 31 
he had added u> his original government of HabylmiU 
the important countries of Media, Su.iiana.aiid Persia, 
After lpsu> hereiteivinl by the agreement then made 
among the “ Successors.’ 1 tin* riisfricts of Cappadocia, 
Eastern Phrygia. Upper Syria, McKijUlUoillt and tiic 
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entire v'alley of the Kuj>h rules; while. about Lite same 
lime, or ratfser earlier, he, by his oun unassisted 
effort*, obtained the julhcsitiit of Ml the eav£i*rn 
provinces of Alexander^ Empire, Armenia, Assyria, 
bagartht, Carman so, I lyrtanin, hirthm, UiCtrln, Sng* 
ftimia, Aria, Sarangia. Aradiosisi, Sstcastann, Gedrosia, 
and probably part of India The empire thus extiib* 
ttshed extended from the Mediterranean <m the nest 
to the li!ilu% valley amt the Ho tor mountain dram 
tipiii tilt east. while it ^retched fr->m tilt Caspiuu 
and the jnxurteg towards the north to the iVrsiuri 
iintf and the Itldlutl Ocean southwards It"; entire 
area could not have been much le» than i .j.r-oxi 
square mi! ex Of t ln**e mmi? 500.000 or 40:0x0 may 
have Ihth desen , but the remaituter ira> generally 

fertile, tttni comprised within its limits a.re of rhe 

very most productive mg if ms in the whole world. 
Tint Mcsopoinmfan lowland, tire Oriiutes valley, the 
I tael iHttuwn the Southern Caspian ami Ihv mourn 
taiiLs, the region* alviul Mirrv anil BaHih, were m unrig 
the richest ill Asia, and produced grain and frail in 
incredible abundance. The fine pa Mures of Media 
aid Armenia famished excellent borne* Biatm 
gave an inexhaustible supply of catnek Eb-phanf* 
in large oumbera were readily procurable from Tnilia, 
Cold, silver, copper, iron, lead, tin were him idled by 
several or the pirmuce*. and precious stones of various 
I, md^ iih nmdi-d. Murenver, for above ten cetiltii-tes, 
the prcci nt metals anil the most valuable IdntU of 
rri Tchandise ha t flowed from every quarter ini. the 
region: and though the Macedonians may have curried 
■ iff, ur u i.led, a comm Unable quantity of both, yet the 
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acciimulatu-im of ngw WftMraxi the it min; and the 
hovrricd wealth* which hud mime ilmvri fruro 
{■;ifo> r Jr^i!aii t sttd Median limes. was to be found in tte 
cluyv nil Sdcucuschiefly within the tin irtsAfhfe empire 
It nih'lil lim e that Western Ah-i wu* about 

In rtijoy under tfe Sektidcl princes its tranquil AmJ 
prosperous ii condition a* bar! prevailed itUDUgll^Ut 
the ttgina for the two centuries which bad intervened 
towcdi t he founding of the Pcraimi Umpire by Cyra* 
{IU1 55W) and its tfedtruetiun by Alexander fli.C 333\ 
lint the fuse [Httrtpisrl was hhm clouded over. The 
Sch ttetd princes, imtatd of devoting ibemidina to 
the con*olkbti <n of iheir power in the vnst n^mrl 
between the Euphrates and the Indus* turned all 
theft aUaUiuti inwards the Wetl, and frittwd aw-n 
in petty quarrels fur stmill gains with their rivals in 
that quarter—the Piokmfas and the printer of Ada 
Minor -fhrrte cner^ic.v wltkh wnuM hav* h : si fur 
Ik: tier employed in arranging and ufgsuiidng the 
extensive dnmiinon* whrrcnf tiny v^tC .lirr.idy 
ns^icri It wo.* symptomatic of this leaning to the 
West, that the first Selpueiis, almost as soon as he 
found himself tit quiet puucsshmof his vast empire, 
transferred the *c*t of govern men l from tfiwer 
Mesopotamia to Upper Syria, form the batik* of the 
Tigris lo those of the Oronte^ Tins moMLtnierrt had 
fatal ojnsequenccs. Already his empire con id nod 
within ill'll atl dement of wealtOUss ttt its over-great 
length, which ciimud be csiinmlcd at le^s than two 
thotirand miles. To cotmtmet th& dir adv-image a 
fairly central podtion fur the capital a* alnir.u a 
neemaiy. The empire of Safeucu# might have been 
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columnscully rated from the old Median capital of 
£cJwttaTi*L ur the later T'l i' i.m one uf Susa. Even 
Babylon. Sdyucia. tlh*U£h further to the wat. 
mit imvuiubk ehiev h and tout Sekucus been ^munt 
with either of these, nrp blame would attach to him 
Hut when, to kctrfi watoh upnn his rivals* he removed 
the seal uf fjovcriunfliif live' liutidred mile# further we$t- 
w.irrl, a oil placed it alimjat on hb extreme western 
frontier, within «t few milet of the Mediterranean, ]m 
intensified the acakncM which rei]uircd to be counter- 
acted, and nuirte liw disruption of his empire w ithin 
no great teoyth of time certain. The change loosened 
the Lie- which IkhuiuI tile empire together* offended 
the hulk of 1 1 1 A^lttici, who -i v their iiMimtdi with- 
draw from them hilo a remote comer uf hi* doiUiftbiLr 
and particularly weakened the gr.isp of the govern¬ 
ment on those more eastern districts which were at 
mice furthest from Lite ntw metropolis and least 
a*imitated to Ihe Ildlruic character. Among the 
caLibci which kd to the dhbitcgrattfin of the Sdeudd 
kingilnm, there b tiitwc which deserves Wi well to he 
considered the mam cause els this It was calculated 
at once \r> jmxtutt: the desire to revolt, and to render 
flic reduction of rtiolted provhices difficult, iJ not 

The evil day,however, might have been imk-finftHy 
p i^prmed, if not even escap-ed altogether, had the 
Sctcimid prince* citiler established and maintained 
ihruughom liieir empire a vigorous and efficient ath 
iniimt ration. tu aWninrtl from ctrtiuigling Ujggtkelvc^ 
in wars with tlidr ndghlxains upon the Went—the 
Ttolauie^p the kings of Perga tnm 9 and othcis 
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Bui the organisation of the Sefeucid Empire was 
u» ,.aii !. l. i■ t> Iihsi'hiI **f pursuing the -ydem in¬ 
augurated by Alexander, ami -^kiug l<- weld the 
bctcrvp^fie<jus ckn^nta of which hi- king-Wi was 
OMBplHel into a homogeneous whole, instead of ill 
iduiecondliidittgaixl elevating the Asiatic by uniting 
tlwiu with the Macedonians nod the Greeks, by pro¬ 
moting inttmuirringC fliul sbrittl ill Left mi fie Ix-lwecrt 
the r.vrt cInures of his subjects, educating the Adaifcs 
in Greek ideas mid Greek sdionls, opening his omit 
lo them. promoting them to high employments, making 
til cm fed Mud they were as much valuer! ami ns much 
eared for as the people -if the conquering nee. the 
tirsl SeleucU-j, anil alter him his successors fell hack 
upon the older, rimplcr,and ruder system ■—the ly.'U-’in 
pursued lie fore Alexander's time by the Persians, and 
lie fore them perhaps l>y the Medes—ihe system most 
■ nngemol to human larine-rs and fcumnU pride—that 
of govOTiihg -i nation nf aluvia. by mei»n of .1 clique 
of victorimfs alien- Sdetwuv divirkl Ilia empire Into 
iialrapics. seventy-two in mimlicf, H*‘ be-Unveil the 
office of snlmp on none hut Macedonians and Gf«.‘k< 
The Man.ling army, by means of which he maintained 
his authority, was Indeed composed In the mam of 
A^tticii disciplined after the Gnaek modd: but « 
was officered entirely by men of Greek or Mmx'damnn 
poreillagi'. Notlnng wa- done to keep lJ ft ^ LL ‘ 
respect l.F the Asiatic^ or 10 soften the miplcasaitt* 
ness which mud always attach to being governed 

foreigners Even the rujicrintciitleiice over the -ii! raps 
seems m have bed) i»ufltd«t Accordiil£ to some 
writers,.it was a grew rWinfie offered by a satrap to 


•I2 WESTERN ASIA tit TtlK ZM> C£>SrVRY B,C 

an Asiatic subject that siirail up the T'iirlii htis L>> 
their revolt. The story may not J*c Inm ; but the 
currency given ta it shown m ,lut conduct to iln -v 
imdei thdr rule the ilr.rjis of the Svttmcidji win 
the light, by tin win i Iiwif near thu lime, m have 
Ijftai capable. I; may be said that this treatment 
was no worse than lluit whereto the subice* raves 
of Western Asia had I* ru accustomed fir many 
centuries under their |Vr -ian. Mediiin, ■ -r Assyrian 
fruiters, aim) lliii siai- innii mn> lx; rjuile c<nsQnmH 
wiih truth; but a new yoke is always inme gutting 
than m ntd one; in addition.to uliii li we tuusi take 
into consideration the fact. Unit the ho|-c>. of the 
Asiatics had been raised by the policy of avdniilatimi 
us owed, ai id to some extent i n tnxbi cctl, by A lex under; 
'*i that they may he cawuwd if ihey felt with some 
bitterness the disappointment of tticir very legitimate 
expectations, when the Sdciukbr revived the old 
satrapud system, unmiH lifted, ttosnitrucd, with nil its 
many abuses as pronounced and a* rampant as ever, 

An entire .. the ported tin; _Sct(rucid;e 

lomi ([iiazreU with jhcu'hv: “Successorsof Alexander,'* 
would pcrftnp* scarcely have been |x. J -sihlc. Their 
territeny bordered on that of the Itoktult^ aid the 
kings of l mgstitllr, ini] uas U.dile to inv.i-: u fiotn 
cither (patter. Hut by planting their capital on the 
Oroides they aggravated the importance td the attacks 
which they could out prevent, arid became mixed up 
with I'eryamt’iii.in and Egypt inn, ami even Macedonian, 
politics far more than was necessary. Had they but 
made Scicucia permanently thdr met* jxjlts.aml held 
%hdy by their dominion u> the west of the Euphrates 
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they flight certainly have avoided to a extent 
the entanglements into which they were drawn by 
tfcjofr actual policy, and have been free to give their 
main hIU utum lu ihc oul- iwfukcs of their real 
strength—the antral and v^irii province* but It 
■miry he doubted v.k ihcr the itki nf attention ever 
presented itself to the mind of any one of the early 
Sdcudtl princes. It was the fond dream of each of 
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Ins- pt-mm might uik day he re-united the dilute nf 
the territories which had been ruled by the Great 
Conqueror; Each Sdcfgcitl ]*rinre would have fdt 
that he sacrificed hi? dearest and most cherished 
hopes* if he kid withdrawn from the regions of the 
wist, and shunning cttgaficineiiU and ml venturi 
in thus quarter, had tontentcd himsdf with ^(Tbiiit 
to con^iliiktc a gxaU power in ihe more inland 
a nd more thoroughly Asiatic pOrtiam of (he 
empire. 

The result was that, during the Imd half of the 
third cent ary f i*_c. JOD-Sjo), the Sdcvrfd princes were 
a!uio-t constat Lily engaged in dispute and wars in Ash 
Min nr hi id Syria Proper* tfAve (Tirfr peremm] sigicr* 
iiueniktsr^ tr> rk^- region*. mid had neither lime nor 
attention to spare fnr the affidn- of the far East, So 
lonjj sts the satnji* nf the e region * paid regularly 
their appointed tributes, and furnisher] regularly the 
required quotas of trtKijw for service tn the western 
%var^ Sdetictts and his successor*, the first and second 
Antkchi r were content The satraps were left to 
mmiiige the -ifiair^ of their provinces at theft own 
diseret kiti and we CUireol Ijv surprised if the alienee 
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of a controlling li&lttl [vd ir> variom coin pi irationi 
am l dii.'.'.rdLT- 

A?* lime uMii 4tii (!« ._- ilihonjcv; would naturally 

incrcaw;, am! mnttCT< tciigrht very jmtbably have come 
to <i head in a few more veal's through the mere 
negligence and apathy of 11 lose wfm had ihe tltmetjon 
of [lie stuff ] but a further ini] m ! -e tnwards actual 
disintegration w.ts given hy flic character of the 
second Atilktehua, which w esyiuc tally weak and 
‘‘Uilemfitibie t " have taken the title of " Thco**"— 
never before assumed, ku far as wc know, by any 
monarch- w as, even by itself, a tuffikieol tiuiiotinn 
of prcflumplkin and folly, ami might justify did 
we know m. duct <4 him, in tone hi ding that the 
calamities <if hit reign were t he Iruit of his unfit ness 
direct and rule an empire. Ilur wc have further 
abundant evidence.of his' incapacity. lie was noted, 
even among Asiatic Sovereigns. for luxury and de¬ 
bauchery ; he neglected ail slate affair* in the pursuit 
of pleasure; his wives and his male favonnhii were 
allow vtl to rule his kingdom at tlicir wilt, and Lhefr 
moyi flagrant rrimt-- were neither mstralucd nor 
punished- The wraps, tu whom lire character and 
conduct of tfleit sovereign couli! not but become 
Irno vn, would be partly encouraged to foltmv the 
had example vet them, partly pmvoked by it to 
shake th niielvcs free frn m i ht- n.le of so hateful yd 
contentirtlble a master. 

It may Iks added, that already there liad -berm 
example m successful revolts on the part «f sttmns 
in outlying provinces, which could mu but have bc<- r i 
generally known, irnl which mu-r | laV f veiled 
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ambitious longing:-- i*n the |«rt of persons similarly 
placed, from the very beginning of the Macedonian 
period, 1-lvtrn at the lime cl" Alexander's great 
comjucsU. a Persian satrap, Alfitpfttea, succeeded in 
converting hi it satrapy of Upper Media—thencefor¬ 
ward called Media Atropatc'ne—into an independent 
SOfV«e%my, Not tong afterwards, Cappadocia hud 
detached itsdf from the kingdom of Cumenes (u,c. 
326), and had estahlhhed its independence under 
Ariarathes, ivhn bivaiite lltc founder * f it dyn;v<ty 
still earlier, Hithyuia, Paphlagonia and Pont H i, once 
Persian | rnvinces. had revolted, arid in curb case the 
if'iiilt liar I j.--u<rd in the recovery ”f autonomy, Thus 
already in Western Asia. beside the Greco-Macedo¬ 
nian kingdoms which liad been established by ihc 
" Successors of Alexander," there were existent some 
five or six slates which had iiad tlwir origin in successful 
reMtimiv 

Swell were the cinmmatinees under which, rrt nr 
about the year tt.c 256, which was the sixth year of 
An tine Inis Tlious, actual disturbances broke out in 
the extreme north-east of the SeJeueiJ Kmpire. The 
fir^t province U> rarii- the standard of revolt, and prr ►- 
claim itself inde|<!iidi:iit f wav Jkwtria. This district 
hail from a remote antiquity Iwen one with special 
pretensions The country' was fertile, and much of 
it readily defensible; the people were hardy and 
valiant; they ti-ui Ih.vii gem.. illy treated with 
exceptional favour by the I cj-n.i monarch^; and 
they teem to have had tradition* which assigned 
them a pre-en 1 ihence among the Ariait nations at 
some indefinitely distant period “ f hie trie with I he 


46 tmtfttJt OP THE PAHTHiAH STATE, 

lofty banner “ is celebrated in one .if the most ancfcnt 
portions of the Zonkvrsta. k ramiiimd unsubdued 
lirLLii tic time of Cytvx Gyrus it said by game to 
liavL- Id* it a* an ,i]!j...magc to his t^conif son, Ibnfc 
or fatly oxa res. l/rnler the JfcrsiatlsJt bad for frltrnp 
ymumlly, nr at ;iny rate Irajurnti;', a m mill nr i«f the 
mjial family. AfoxStHtfer bad ciUHjuured it will) diffi¬ 
culty, ami only by prolong'dellbn^ It vats thru-fore 
natural llut dinmtr-^fation rdmuM make its first 
appearance in <hi> quarter. Thu Greek so trap of tbc 
tunr. Ditxfotus, either disgusted with tile conduct of 
Aiiticchii!) Them* or simply seeing in hit weakness 
and getfcntJ tin popularity an opportunity which it 
would be loom u* let slip, in or about the year 
ac 2$, a-^unu-d the style and title of king, struck 
coins . stamped with his uwn name, and established 
ffirmdf wit Stout any difficulty a* kby tivw the entire 
poivinre, Thu us, engaged war with the Egyptian 
tnomiich, Ffefemy PhiLuldphus, did not even make 
an t:in n to put him down, mid the fiac Irian ruler 
wiihout TO i i t terfa g any aerfofB opposition, passed 
m * r5 ™ ^uinttieinicms sovtifcijjnx 

Tl'c cample of successful revolt Uuu n.-t could 
not well be barren of consequence* if „ n(f sdeuuid 
pnn’ince might throw off the yoke of its faj.iul ford 
with absolute impunity, why might not others 
I here M»ned to be actually nothing to prevent thou. 
tbyriA, so fir ** u t can discern, allowed llactrk u* 
go its w.iy without any effort whatever either to duck 

fe"™’* Cf *’ itM k ?<* rffilHutu year, no 
hj n ‘ rCe B * me Ito ‘ ir 11 lL country. Ufodolmt u 
permitted » consolidate Ida kingdom and , iv # flLa 
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autltoriiy on lit a vulijects, without Atiy interference, 
dm) the Ikieirian monarchy became thus a permanent 
fnctnr in Astatic politics foe nearly twoccnUlrica, 
ft was about aiK years after the cstabli limrnt of 
IkurtrikU itulrgiotaltncc 1 h,tt ihc PartJii,ut satrapy 
follo'vet] the patten l sl:L it by its ndgliLmur, and de¬ 
tached llsdt' from the Sdeuetd Fmpirc. J hr cJnnjth- 
st.utces, hcttfvcr, mirier which tin- sevumtn-c took 
place mot very different in the two case*. History 
by no mrarti repeated it«ir In BlctTia the Greek 
satrap tiM'k the trad ; and the Hactrian kingdom was, 
at any rate at its commencement, as thoroughly 
I Id tt-nic as that of the Sclendd.i Jim in f'arthta 
Greek rule was from the first cast aside. The native 
Asiatics rebelled against their masters A people of 
a rude ami nm-rvjJi-'Crl type, coarse and savage hut 
brave ami freed .in-bviii-, ickc up ngnimt the polidioi 
but comparatively effominnu: GtwU, who Judd them 
in cubjeeiion, and claimed and -me reeded in t^iab* 
iHhing their iiii!i N.':,(|r:nct‘. The Parthian kingdom 
w.vs thon.ti^hly anti- Hdlaric. St appealed to patriotic 
fotrlmg*. mill to the hate universally fdt ttmarifa the 
stranger. It scl itself to undo the work of Alexander, 
tuesut out the Europeans, to recover for the native 
race the pt*te**Hiri t<t its u«n crmltmait "Ada for 
for the Asiatics,” was its era'. It was naturally almost 
as hostile to l (net ri« as to Syria,, ait Slough danger 
from a common enemy might cuilsc It sumetimes to 
make a temporary lliiam.L with the former kingdom. 
It had, ti-t lUmbt, the gfltkraj lymjMthy of the popula¬ 
tions in the iidjiiCtnU countries. and ixpiwnt. d to 
them the-cause of freedom and autonomy, Arsaecs 
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effected for I’jirthiii Hint which Ai minius strove tu 
cflett for frtarmaijy. aml which Tell accomplished tor 
StvilrcrLiiitl, ami Victor Emmanuel fbr Lombardy, 
rhr circumstances nf tlip revolt o| J’arthift arc 
variously narrated by ancient authors. According to 
a sfiny tc[mm Lr:J by Siialxi, thuti^l) nut accepted 44 true 
b)* him, Ais&ces wits a Rati nun, who did not approve 
uf the jitXKc!. ding* >»f Diudntu-7, asivl, when he wu . 
Mitchiful, ijiiittcrj the urn- tv‘ founded kingdom, and 
tnutafcrrcd his residence to foithfo, where he stirred 
Up an insurrection agflnwt tTie sairap, and, succeeding 
in the attempt, induced the Parthiant i. accept him 
as their sovereign, 11 ,it it is intrinsically improbable 
that an entire foreigner w-'tiiltl have been tiu’ejitel as 
king tinder udi circutnstances, and it is fatid to the 
narrative that v-ery other nccoimt contradicts the 
Bftetdivn nriyJM of Art.a<xs. and make • him a Parthian, 
or next dour to a Parthian Arrian states that Arsaces 
and bis brother, Tlridates, were 1 'arthfatts, descen- 
dam- of PhriapiUis the *»n of Arsaccs: that they 
rewikv-l against the satrap of Antfcdlus TbtSUS, |.y 
natiie Pin-recks, on account of a gross in h ult which 
he I tad oITtmed to one of them , and that finally, 
having murdered the satrap, they declared p^thht 
independent. ami <«4 up a government oi their <uvil 
S trabo, while giving currency to rrmru than one store 
on the subject, lets ns see that, m his own timid, 
he ascepls the following account: " Arsaccs vtai a 
Scythian, a chief among the punifcin Uah-x, who 
inhabited tfie valley of the- Oehijv Attrd-; S<x>n 
after the establishment <4 Bn-u.un fndependmee, he 
entered Partith at the head of a body <,f hi* cowtry- 
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ntcti, and vi,’il in making himself master of it." 
Ffo>%, Judin, who no doubt, here a* eWwhcrc, follows 
Tragus I' mtlpcius, ;i writer of the Augustan age, e.v- 
imes.se* himself as in I low= : “ AfWCCs. having been 
long accustomed to live by robbery anil rapine, 
attfldted the i'arthimis with a predatory band, killed 
tli< ir siti-ap, Amlng ’to*, and • = •:/.-' ib- Mtpri-mc 
authority' This last ai.mnm stems fairly probable. 
;intl d*M> n, a jjffiitiy differ from Arrian's. If A reacts 
vviirt 1 I Julian chief, uncustomed to make forays into 
the fertile hill country of IVthia. from the Chortis- 
minn desert,and,in one uf llumt, fell in with the Greek 
satrap, defeated him, and dew litttt, it would not bt 
unlikely Li 1 nl the Tart hinny who wore of a kindred 
race, might lx* -■ 1 delighted with his prowess its to 
invite him to place himself at their head. An op- 
pfe-.M.'l (xoplc gladly ndtifits .is ruler the chieft.bn of 
an allied tribe, if he has shown skj] >;:d cLu-iji;;, md 
promise* then. deliverance from iltcir oppressor *. 

The-date-. I the Parthian moll nil-, probably lit. 
^50, which was the eleventh yv-ir of Antioch Us Tineas. 
AutiiKthu-v Mil;, at that time engaged in a serious 
conflict with I'l. ileroy rhfladdphus, King of Egypt, 
which, however, was brought to a dose m the follow- 
inff year by his marriage with Berenice. Ftolany’* 
daughi. r. It mi. (Kelt ekpected that 

j.‘ Ills hands were tree, he would have turned his 
attention towards the Ka^t, and have made an effort, 
at itriy rale, to regain hi- Inst territory. Hut An Ito¬ 
chu? lacked cither the energy or the courage to engage 
in a fresh u a j. lie 1™ selfish and luvmiotts in his 
habits, and scenes to hmc prtJmed list delights o| 

5 



50 ORIGIN or rifE PARTHIAN STATU* 

repose .imni the ■-* «ft settucuVim nf Antioch u> the 
perib and hanfchlps nf n campaign in the ftvugh 
Caspfwi regkm, At any rate, he remained quietly at 
home, white Arinin. ecin.solii fated his power, chatbot 
those who for one reason or anutfoet resbtod Ins 
iiuthi >rity* ami titled hinittdr firmly tipcm tin? throne 
Hb capital Appear* la have hem Hccmtnmpylus p 
which had been built by A kinder in the valley of 
the Gurghaii river. According u* some fate audmrs 
uf small account, he came to a violent end, having 
been killed in buttle by a ^pearAhruM, vvlm h 
tmicd hi* ride. 11 h certain rbitt he had .1 shun 
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rei«ti t as 1 ice he was ftiiccccrlerl sm tl.i J . .’4* by 1m 
brother. I iriiifiicv, the .cinnri Parthian nv nrurh, 

I irtdatrs, i>n ascending the throne, followed a 
practice not very uncommon in the Man,and adopted 
hw brother'a tnrac a* a " iltjtiur-itnuie,” rwyninj; a» 
-\j-j ccs lbe Second, Ml- i* tint fir*t Partition Ling 
of whom we poaats%* contemporary memorials. The 
mini islTLicIc by Arsaeo 9] commence the Parthian 
smeo. and present to us a monarch of strongly. 
nutrfceH features, tvith a large eye, a prominent, 
sIlgjhlH aquiline fto sc, a projecting chin, and an 
entiri ai wet ice of hair Re wears upon his head a 
enrinm cap, i-t licltnd, with lappets on cither side 


Am ACES I j *4XI> TfRl dates* 51 

that reach to the sltfrulilrr*, ami hm around liir. fore- 
hem I nd above hi “* ears a cornual of pc-irl^ apparently 
of a targe si*c. On the reverse side of his coins he 
ex hi bib the figure uf a man, seated iiu a sort of 
* tool, and holding "Ut in fiont of him a strung bon, 
with the string upfM=rmu*t This may be cither ei 
of himwlf in hi-? war our^tutne, or an 
ideal figure of a Parthian god, hut U probably the 
former, Tiridmes lakes upon his coins the title either 
of 12 King," or of * Great King. Tlitz iL-geuJ which 
they Ltrif Is Greek, m is that of almost all the kings 
Ids ftucce&ojfs, The miim fallow the .Sclvucid mrafeL 
Tirldntcs was ati able and active monarch. He 
hat! the yiHxi fortune to hold the thrum- fora periml 
of above thirty years, and Imd thu= ample space for 
the development of his talents and for completing 
the of^nmtfcui <J the kingdom. Ibivmg received 
Putthia from hi* brother in a somewhat weak and 
unvoted c .hi Shinn, he left it a united and powcrfii! 
monarchy, enlarged in its boundaries, itecogtbimcd in 
its defence? L jn alliance with its nearest and most 
Formiilahie neighbour; and triumphant over the grent 
pwer of Syria, which hat] hoped to bring it once 
more into subjection* He witnessed -shims extra¬ 
ordinary movismerits, and out chit lid affairs during 
their puigreas witli prudence mid moderation. He 
was more than once brought into Imminent danger. 

but mice l: trio] in effectually jutilectutg himself lie 
made a judicious use of the cippurt unities which 
the disturbed cuiaifthm of ttV-lem Asia In hh time 
pointed to him f and might well be considered, as he 
was by many, a sort of kcmhI founder of the Slate 
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It woe within two years: gf the accession of 
ITridaltti to Lbc iViilhuii illume Llmt utie of UitiM 
ViVd k but Usuimnt, trvrilutiKJos to which Aiita is 
subj^.i. but which are rate r-cniiTtaJcra in Eumpe, 
^wept over Wc^t' m Asia Ptolemy Energies, the 
son nf PhiiaHclphug, having succeeded to life father's 
kingdom in in. 2,47. nnuk % war on Syria in ttX 245, 
u. avcii^i. the imiulet; - I h]n sister l^nrujur, to whose 
death the Syrian king, Sdeucii* IL t trad been a j nitty, 
tn tile war which followed he at first carried fcvofy- 
thing before him, [ laving token Antioch* lie creased 
She EimhrutCs h mid, in the nu u of a couple of years* 
aiicc ceded ns irficLiinj' the okuiu i,--t ' -f Nk^potiimj n, 
j\^yria, IJabylonin. Suhinna, Media, mid Pcnla* while 
the Mniller jsn-vincc^ t sw far rv> I Vtfih Ami Ikurirhi, 
submitted to him Without Te&kUn<x\ Ho went to 
person, as he tells u% as far as Babylon, and, re¬ 
garding his power 1 m iM.ibHdioh protect 1‘ -I somewhat 
hastily to gather the fruits of victor}, by I'limpdUng 
theamqnered amiitrk^ 11 jt render:ill the most vtdu* 

a hkt wnrki of an which were to be found m them, and 
*«nrfing off the injure 1 ’ tn Egypt, for the adornment 
o! Alexandria. Me also levied heavy cuntributkms 
on the countries which had submitted to him, and 
ultogethei treated them wish a m- verity that was 
Impolitic Hactria and ftmhh cannot hut hare ftdt 
cniisuferuble Alarm at hie viefiu lritthi progress Here 
a vming warrior who, in a single cmnp&tgiv had 
nwched the d trance > f * thDiiiuruL mik- from Uie 
brinks. 1 the Nile to tbi>.eof tlie Liiwcr Knphnirt, 
viithout so much ^ nsLdvlng a Lh«fe ( and who «-a* 
threaten! ri£ to rquz.it th r career f Alexander VVlun 
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..Ill tlti- Ihtlc! I ;iitliian -stile Jmpe to mfer 

tu him ? h must have rejoiced the hear? of Tifl'tfiitcs 
t*i fii .Tr that, while the conqueror was reaping tin; 
spoils of victory in his newly-subjugated pmvjtice-i, 
dangeroiti disturbance^ had broken out in his mvti 
Siuid, wJlidi h.nJ forced Ziim to withdraw hi* troops 
wdtfcnly i itt- 243)^ ami evacuate the territory which 
he h.uJ i 'lamiL Thus his invasion proved to be a 
raid rather than a real conquest, arid, instead of 
damaging I'aithni, hint rather the effect of Improving 
her j:iositi 'ii. ami contributing to the advance of tef 
power. On Ptolemy's JcjMuttire, Syria recovered Inn 
sway over her lust provider*, ami again *tiw<d forward 
Partluit'i principal enemy i hut *ht wa? less for 
miflable than she had been previously; her hold over 
her out lying dominions was relaxed* her strength was 
Crippled Jut prestige lost, and her honour tarnished 
Tiiidatci saw in her dtpies-Imi his own up[*urtunity, 
and, suddenly invading i JyiXania, his hear mighlxiur, 
and Syria's most dial ant <Jupt-ii(k a nry, succeeded in 

..frig it and del aching it from the empire r.f 

the SeTcucidax- 

The gamulet was thus thrown down to the Syrian 
king, at id a challenge given, which he wn- cotnpdkd 
tu accept, unless he tva-j prepared to yield unresist¬ 
ingly. mic after muEE»ur. .ill the ftirest of hi* remaining 
province- It wan riot likely that he would act. 
SelmeTt? 11, iri, no cowan I. tie trad been engaged 
in wars almost r-„nrirtiu.iid> from Ins accession* and, 
though mure than once defeated in luniJe. Jud never 
shown the white fcathei Oil [.,-3mill,; the In-.-. ijf 
llyrcauia, lie proceeded u mind lately to p i tch up n 
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peace with hi' brother, Antiochu& Hiemv, against 
whom Ik >i'.w al (be lime cantending, and having col¬ 
ic;: Urd n huge army, marched away 10 1he East 1 Ic Hid 
not, howevr. at once mvatic I'nrtliin, but, deflecting 
hb comic to the right, entered into ncgotfitiuite v\ ith 
the revolted j),u u-iati king. 1 Hodoht i.and nutdeaUam c 
with him .igalnvi Tiririales It may (w ^upjiu-tcH th.*l 
tierqiii t ■ ! ::■!■! m ■ as their coiniinni !'v. :n much 
« Hanger to Ktaria as to Syria, the luted of a move* 
mcnr, which was directed gainst Ilclletubru, and 
which aimed .is mudi at putting flmvn lfeetrisut rule 
a> Syrian, At any iatu. he succeeded in gaining 
Dim I mu*, In hi' 'iflf ; and the confederate monarch «. 
having joined their forces, proceeded to invade the 
territory of the I'ahhiun sovereign. Tiridates <ii<| not 
in,v<itt lEiciron-ieL Efogarding himself as ■ivcrautchi'd, 

lie laii Let I Ins .. . iy. and Hid mitlnvards int- > die 

JV 'ion Letiv. Ill tin Oxtts and tbu Jiisarte, where he 
U >k refuge with a Scythin' Iribe, tailed the A»|<a»ncit:, 
which wct> powerfii! at this jn'riod. The Aspratacai, 
probably lent turn troops, for he did not remain long 
in retirement; but, hearing that tlie first Dwdotm. 
tin ally of Sdctlfwr, had died, he c«ntrivcd to draw 
over hi . jh, Ditxlotufi II., to his allintiec, and, in con¬ 
junction with him, gave Sc If ecus battle, and coin - 
pliridy ddeatoi hb army. Sekwrus retreated hastily 
to Amioch, and resumed hi* struggle with bhbrother, 
wIn.ii, b*eventually overcame; bin, having learned 
w i^limi by cxpericnci Jn. mit-k- no fatthe* utempts 

against either the Hutu urn or the 1'ttrthhm power, 

Thk victory m.u with rtvwcm regarded by the 
Tarttii<m-> as a -on of second beginning of tiicir 
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Uidqtcnck'nm IT i1 1 1t io the kingdom had existed 
Jjiecajtaush P illiiJ el* u were by sufferance Fimn tbe 
clay tlt.it the revolt took plaice, it w,\s certain that, 
sotii t- time or cither, Syria wouk! fltfrhim* jh ! make 
an ntUuhpt to recover, its lost territory, Until si 
b&ttk: had been fought, until the new monarchy tad 
measured its strength against that of its former 
njiatn^s It viAi impcnuiUle for any wne to reel secure 
that it ivntihl lie able ii* main lain its existence. The 
victor ) 1 gained by TiricLiti.-- u>er Sdcueui i'alMniciu 
piit an end to these doubts It piovcd to thewnrid :it 
lw|f t as wdl as to the l^uilvbns ; hem selves, that the v 
bud noiliiug tu fear— that \hey were tftmtig enough 
tw preserve their ttaixkifit [f \w consider the 
tnonrmgi ilhj import kin between the military length 
,imi resource* of the narrow Parthian state and tin- 
vast Syrian Empire—if we remember thit the t/ite 
Comprise: I ;u time about fifty tlimtarub and the 
other above a million of jU4_rc miles r that Utc one 
bad iithviildl the wealth of ages, whflr the Othci wu- 
pnibabl\ a* poor any province in Asia: iluic the 
me possessed I he Macedonia it anm* training, and 
tactics, while the other knew only the rude warfare ol 
the Steppes—the remit of the struggle cannot hut be 
regarded a* surprising. Still, ii was ui.it without pfe- 
cedent: and ii ha- uni been without repetition Ji 
■ulita another to the many in^uimes. where a utmli 
but brave people, bent on restating iorrigrt dr-inhia- 
lion, have, w hen standing on their defence iii their 

own bratofy, proved more i halt jj match for ihe 
utmost fore*r lliiit a foe of nveiwIn lining strength 
could bring against them. It remind- ti- of Marathon, 
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peace with hi* brother, Anltoehus Hterax. agamsi 
whom he a x-t .it the time conti mling, and having Oti]' 

I -etcd a hrgc army, marched a way to the East, He did 
not. however, nt once invade Pmtiiia, but, deflecting 
tiis course to the rights entered Into iw^. tint ion* with 
Uic revolted Uacimit king, DIodotu\nnd made alliance 
with httn .iji.iifnt Tinibits. It may he sunj^/scd that 
lie represented Tifirl.itn a# their common foe, as imucrh 
i danger lo itictrm as to Syria, the head of « move- 
mcnr, which was directed attains!; Hellenism, arid 
which aimed as. much at putting down Ikuttriun tide 
aj> Syrian. At any rale, lie succeeded in gaining 
Dimlrtus to his lide ; and tin- confederate monarchi.. 

I I .v ni;- ji .in-fI their force#. [nTH.veded tn invade the 

tcminry nf thr Parthian sovereign. Titillates did rni 
await their onset Regarding himself an overmatched, 
i i e quitted 1 1 is country, .nnl Owl north wards- into the 
«■ . .'.-■■-'-I' Uur (ki, ami tin* JaxarfvwlieiC lie 

h**h refuse with;* ricyiliir tribe, culledthe Aspasiw*, 
which w.ti [Mircrful at this period. The Aspastwen*. 
probably lent him tnxipa. for he did not remain long 
in retirement; hut, hearing that the first Diodotus, 
the ally of Sdoucus, had died, he contrived to draw 
Over In's son, ()[oii>>tus [i„ to his alliance, ami, in can- 
juiictkui with liirn, gave Selene lis battle, and com 
Jilctnly defeated hts army. ScLciteus retreated hastily 
1<J AnthKih, and n -umed his struggle with his brother, 
whom he eventually overvalue . but, having learned 
wisdom by experience, he in ride no further attempts 

against either the Bactrit.. the Parthian power. 

This victory was wit it reason regarded by die 
Parthian* ■*.■> a xirt of "eciind beginning of their 
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independence Hitherto the kingdom had existed 
prraariouth, jind . 1 =; IL were by SLifTcrnnec. iVont tlie 
day chut the revolt took place, it was certain that, 
iflim- time or (Hirer, Syrfci would mhrim, .ind make 
an attempt to recover, its lo?t temlory. Until a 
battle had beett bought, until the nev. monarchy had 
measured tb strength against that of its former 
mlattcs ■ r h waa impossible for any mie to fee] secure 
that it vwuld lit able to maintain its existence. 'Hit 
victory ^aifwd by TiridatL^ over vidimus CaUimct^ 
put an end to ih.-r -louhu ft proved lo tin world at 
lange, is wetl as i" the hiflhmm themselves thfilthey 
had nothing to fear—that they were strong enough 
Lu prtScrve their freedom. If yn: consider the 
vnnrmniis dkpmjK>nir>fl beluccii the miliuri strength 
and resources of the tiiiiruw (Wltmii stale and tli 
vast Syrian Km pi re—if we remember that the nnc 
comprised at this time about fifty thou am 1, and the 
other above a million of square miles: that the one 
Jimi inlicritciJ the wc-i 1 ! 1 m pf ;i gt*s h a hih* the other wa* 
pnibaWy a* ftnot a~ any province in Asia , that the 
ofte pcH-esiud the Macedonian siring training, and 
tart it-ft, while the other knew only the rude warfare ol 
the Steppes—the result of the struggle cannot Inn be 
regarded as surprising. Si ill. ft was not without pre- 
cedent’ and it luts not been without repetition! IL 
adds eiiii 4her to the many in-uncc*, when a *m:ill 
but brave people, larnt «» irnkfing foreign nhpiniiisi- 
thiti, have, when standing on their defence in their 
own territory, proved more than a mutch for the 
utmost force that a foe of werwhotming strength 
could taring Against them ft rriitiiink us of Marathi m, 
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O f Bannockburn, of Morganei), UV may n--i -t nripa- 
.• hi.ijy with list; victors fur Greek vivivkaliuh. 
cteti of the tyjic iiHrediKcd hy Alexander into A«a. 
*■'* ill replaced by TAtur coarseness nnd tarburism ; 
but we cannot refuse our ndminUion tn titer spectacle 
of n hnndfid of gaikut men (determinedly resisting in 
tin; fastnesses of tlieir native land a host of aliens, 
and triumphing over their unuld-lv opjiri ^i The 
I'atthiaiu thcm*ajKes w ere in imfirr^cd with the im- 
Ijortam’ttoflftironttfliet, th.vl they [nv-nm! the memory 

It by * jolcmti fc^tiv'iiE on the anniversary' of their 
victory, whi. h was •.till fdebmtixl in lhr days ut the 
historian Tragus Pomp, in- . 

It Is possible that SelateiH would lint have n crept ml 
his defeat us final, or .h-htev! ffntn Iih attempt 
t - reduce I’arthia to obedience, if be hart felt per- 
fcctly free to continue or discirntrnue the Parthian 
vrar at Ins pleasure, Butman his return 10 Antioch, 
he found much to occupy him His brother, AriliodiUs. 
Iri ‘ :rax «<» s ** rebel -ypuiwr his authority .ml 

tJie pfoee*Ihigfi <-f Attain.*, King of IVrgaimis, war 
threatening,. Sekuriu ww engaged in earnest* with 
the-H two enemies fmm the time of hit return from 
hmhia .tv. 2 % 7 ) almost in his death ift.c 226). He 
was thus compelled to leave Tirduics to twh L ‘ hi* own 
course, awl either occupy hirnsclf irithfredl conquests, 
or devote hi nisei i to the strengthening and adorning -I 
his cabling kingdom, a-, he pleased, Tirit fates chose, 
the latter course • and during the remainder of hta 
l ing reign, for the space of ahuve twenty years, 
employed his leisure in useful luhours within the 
hinib of his own territories. He erected .1 number 
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of strung forts, or castles, in suitablepositions* fortified 
the Parthian tr>wnA generally, and placed gnnrboiu 
in thrm, and carefully ^letted a -ate for a new dty, 
which he probably int- mrlcd to make, and perhaps 
actually made, hb capital The jituiitiou chosen was 
one in the muiintuiu range known as Zapavorteaort* 
where lull wz is found, surrounded on all mint* by 
predpitmis rv>ek£ F and placed in the middle of a plriin 
of extraordinary fertility. Abundant wood ami 
cnpfotH ftnaum of water existed in the neighbourhood. 
The soil was rich tint if sea reel)- napjired cultiva¬ 
tion, and the woods were m finl of game as to ariurd 
cud lew amuacinriot j L hu nte rs Til? chy itself was 
called Pan, w hfoh t II-.- Greeks ami Romaiiji obiigaierJ 
into Da re nun Its exact site b iindi^covered; (mi 
ft 5tTcms to have lain towards the en >t r and ms 
probably not very far from the now sacred city of 
M eaheil 

We may account for the desire of Fui'daic* to 
rstublidi a nctv capital by tk natural an It pa thy «T 
the hiithfattii t» the iruecb:-, amt ihtf fact that lleca^ 
tumpylra, windi had betm hftiuerto the seat nf gmem- 
merit, was A thnraughly Greek town* having been 
buili liy , \lu^:un , ti:r the Great, and jjopte i mainly by 
Grecian settles The Parthian* disliked do t- cnri- 
tiict with Hellenic mariners and Hellenic idea- Just 
as, in | hr it most \rdmy days, they rejereted Sdeutiu 
for their capital, and preforroJ to build die entirely 
new tmvii of Ctesiphon in its imniedMie vkiniiy ( a& 
tiic itr-idu yet of die Court and monarch, so orn now, 
when Ihdr pmHjxnty iva* but just but Ming, in 
instrri dvt* foptifs^ m! p i m ■ • 1 ■ = ■ - ; i diem Lu shrink 
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from faring a locality with |h Gn:demand make 
tlu: experiment of having for then lunutqtknTTcrs rt 
at>- wildly tJidr ftwu. The ex pro in uni did not 
altogether succeed. Hither Hixaxompyto^ find natural 
fid vantages even irarcatur thou d> 'sc uf Dluvl, ur„ n* tile 
f^rauth of the Parthian power was mainly tow.iidi* 
Lhe ve>t a thc eastward [»u<+iiirm of the Iftllcrwa* found 
inmnvtnieut Afvf a ^hnrt fn.il, the mi c tensor* of 
I iri dates eestfrcfi |ci reside at Dn\«nd Hccitonrpylcfes 
htcanie once mom tlic Parthian capita ( .uid the scat 
of Parthian govern men t 

Tiridate& r having done hi* havt. acoofditig lo hi* 



CiJliS OJ ^piS^pAHe. |, 


light*, for the security of Partlita fr, m without and 
, 1, ' r proaptsuity within dk -1 jKaceabJy aft» T a 
rc ^F n , _ w ^ ,c ^ ' s reckoned at thirty .four year*. and 
windi lusted probably fn>rr> li.c 24X to jj.c, a i \ | j L - 

Icrihi. throne in, wti f named ArtalKinu = win, IjK* 

hrt raiht-i, "«k the -throne name •* t .r ..„ 

kriiiwti in history a.H Arsaet?s the Third 

I if « JuJp | >y hh was 

<Wt UIHlfce Ills flthl-r III ^gpgai „ 1(Ci ha v i l)( j ,| lc unie 

projecting and slightly aquilmo now. and the same 
^ *> x , ”" IwnWcnsI from hi futher in 
itb«nd.m« of hair, and weiring a bc drd . £ 
L " *"t***i roorenw. the C f,ji of Tirfdates an d 
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instead of jt H wears his nrw n haEr f which hr: confine* 
with a hand dir diiitiem , pa^iwg fmm die forehead 
to the: occlgmt, Hie re knotted* atid tb> wing dow n behind. 

He take-* dir hi'irr legend of hi* father— TlAEfABIKS 
MId \AOV A KOY — M ArH4ev ■. the QtvM King."' 

It was the aim of Aria barm* to pursue hiii father - 
aggressive policy, and further enlarge the limits t<f 
the kingdom. lie \vm scarcely settled upon the 
throne, when he declared war ng&Jnrt Antlochus the 
Great, the second son of Sdmicus Odllnira^ who hfltl 
mhcriivd the S^^riian crown in lie 223, md wa_< 
ci 1 lung let I in si iT>nieftt with one of the straps of 
Asia Miner, named Acharu^ 1 Weeding westward 
along the skirts of the mountains, he made his way to 
Ecbataim in Media, receiving the submission of the 
vanutift cjjucnttcs 4^ he went, and (iiomiii.ilty add mi: 
to hb ctarainkms the entire tract IkIwcvh Hyrcattut 
and the 7 *ng fos mountain chain i'rom this elevated 
petition In: ttiTBatom d the low-lying amnsrit^ of ihc 
Mesopotamian plain * and seem*# tikdy, utile™ 
opposed, in another campaign to reach the Ivuphreles* 
The situation uai mo^t critical Tor $yr&; and 
Ant inch us, fccogniiitrtg hb peril bent all Ins energies 
to meet and overcome it Fortunately he had just 
crushed AchiuuH, md was able, without greatly 
exposing himself to serious loss in the West, to 
collect and lead a vast expedition against the Kn*h 
Wish an army of a hundred thousand foot and twenty 
thmuatul hur^c, he w?t out for Media in tbe spring 
of &c + a IA recovered Echutaitn without a battle, and 

thence pressed eastward after his rtnrtkd enemy* 
who retreated as he advanced In vain Artatwluts 
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attempted to hinder his progress by stopping, or 
poison mg. the well* along the route which he had 
necessarily to take; Aiitiochus caught tire pononeri 
at their wtwk, ami broiled them fmm his path. Ite 
then marched rapidly agaiuht J’aiihtii, ami entering 
the enemy's country, rook and occupied without a 
battle the chief -Hi. fh taluinpc las, 

Artabauus, bent mu avoiding an engagement, rt- 
treated into Hyrcitnia, perhajf-r fluttering himvlf that 
hi* adversary nnuld not venture t*' fwlhr.v him into 
tluit niggl'd and almost macccatiihie region, If so* 
however; Ire noon found that lie had ntifki rated tiro 
perseverance and tenacity of tire Syrian Mug 
Antiochti*. after testing hi* army for a brief space at 
1 kcalMfiipylu-., ret out in purmul at his enemy, crossed 
by -i difficult piis-'r. i hii rly nl ng thi dry diiinnel nf a 
in nun tain torrent. nfotnicci: I by masses nf rode and 
trunks of trees* tile high ridge which separated Us 
tween JArtliht and llyutnii- hi* advance dispulei] 
by tire Parthian* ,it every fought mid u.m a 

bat tie at the tup, und thence descending into tire rich 
I iyoraubn valley, endeavoured to take possession of 
the entire country. Hut Artnfiimus, brought to bay 
by his foe. defended himself with extraordinary 
courage mill energy. One by enc the principal 
Hyromuui twins iren: bcdcgvd and taken, but the 
iiu >ilurch himself mtft unsubdued | irryfng on a 
gtictHln Kirti-i, moving from [ luce to plate, occupy, 
iug one strung position nfier imutlicr, Ire continued 
his its i stance with such dogged Firm lie is that at 
length 1 he patience of Antiochu* was worn ...n 
Ire C4me U» term* with his gallant advmary, enticed- 
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ing !<■ Iiim ill'll which wn the rc&J bone of corttCQ* 
lion, hv, indup'iiik-n • Pnrthi.i ‘.am. out of the 
struggle with the Great Antic.dun tuucnthcd : she did 
rot even I inveto relinquish her conquered dependency 
of J lyrcania. Art si bairns moreover had the honour of 
being admitted into tin; nnmlicL fif tln L lire.it Killy’s 
alii& A* (i."T Anth i;hiis !i- luniL'd his attention i" 
tile affair- of Jt.Ktri.i. and the remoter last, ami 
having arranged them t-- in-, H-tiisfai turn, returned 
by way ni ,\nichosia, Lirangiarm, and Kerman to his 
western possessions (im. 2o(5). 

Tin; retirement of Anlioclms, however hoiirmmhte 
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t<» i’xrtliia, must luive left tier wcakttlpd and Cx* 
ltautbnl by her vast and astonishing effort-. She 
had im:n ia.x«.hI almost beyond her strength. and must 
have needed n breathing-*puce to recruit mid recover 
herself Artabaiins iviscly remained at peace during 
Llif nst of his reign ; and his son and successor, I'ri-v 
fhtlmWd liis example. Ii wits not tilt n,c. 
181 til 11 the fifth Arsaecs, I'hra.u.:- I . son of Prittpa- 
tius, laving mounted the throne; nsnimtd the jKdfcy 
of aggneasion Introduced by "nridales, and further 
extended the dominion of Parthia in the region sou ill 


OK Hi IN OF THE PARTHIAN' STATE. 

'if the Caspian. 'I he great Antiochus was dead- Ills 
accessor, Scleueiis IV. iThdoiMior), was a weak am) 
unenterprising prhitc* whom the of Mujypnt^irt 

tiarl cowed, and who rtganled fnai, i i.; .is tii-- only 
vecurity. Aware pn bably of ihi> ci unlit toil of affair* 
i’luaales, early fn liih reign, inv.itbd the country' of 
iht M.iriJj, which by in the mountain tract sou ill of 
the Caspian .Sea, overran It, and added it hj hi a u-rri- 
tories. Successful thus Iht, He proceeded to make 
jo cttenxidi limit on M<*dia Rhityiaria. the district be¬ 
tween the Caspian G.iu-t and Media Atinpaii-ml, by 
ixcupytng the tract immediately west of (he Gates, 
*tid building thi re the important city of Gltaoix, 
which he gufiisotted with Murdirum This wio* an 

idvaJicc .if tiie Parthirin Tttrmlrms t--ward* the west 
by .1 distance of nearly two hundred milt*—sn 
advance, tint *o much important in itself as in the 
mdicatinn which it furnished, at oiict? of Parlliinn 
atfgT««iraics.s and of Syrian inability to withutiunl 
it. The conqDCSts of I'liraatcs added little either 
to the military' strength or to the re - mrct-s of his 
kingdom, but they were prophetic of the future. 
They fundfaulou t d thill gradual waning of the Syrian 
anil advance of the Parthian state, which is the 
dikf fact of West Asian history in the two centuries 
immediately preceding our era. and which was to 
make itself sfaitlmgiy apparent with in the next few 
wars, during the reign of the sixth Alices, 
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oates tub First, a brother of I’hrantes, 

wa* ... to the Iditgiy office by his predecessor, 

ivliA Inn! -Jtiittit 111 ft aflcciinit r< i r linn duriny Lis life 
by assuming the title id * I'liibuidphus" 14*0n Lis 
coins, and at hfo death passed over in Tiis favour the 
claims cif several sons. Undoubtedly, ht: was n bcim 
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"king «r men" — ponded emit by nature as fitter to 
nile than any other Individual amon# his contempts 
larir-s. He L;<r1 4 physiognomy which " ^ ,d once 
intelligent, strong, and dignified. He «••** ambf- 
ttous. but not possesscil of an ambition which was 
likely tu u ucrle.ijj itself"—strict. fun not cruel—brave. 
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energetic, ^ g ->! r. 1 nt-r . i-!■. hi cxcrUcnt .Klrnmistrtttfrr, 

a firm nllcr. t’nrthm, under hi# (ifn^riimcnl, advanced 
“ by fcaj.-s and bounds/ 1 HeceHtijj at Ms accession 
a: Iciiu'iliiin bill of niunin dimensions, CuitfUied 
JtppiWiUy between live city of Ch.trax on I lie <-nc 
wk- and i!k- river Arim. or Hu i nn!, nil the other, 
lie irab’fefmwl it. within the rper of thirty-seven 
years—which was the time that hi' icp looted—into 
a great and ftnu fishing empire ft is not Inn much to 
say tii.it, but lur lam, J’ trtliia might have remainml U> 
the end II mete petty state hi the ' ul.'kirts of tin- 
Syrian kingdom, and, instead r.f becoming n ri\al to 
Knmc, might have -,nn>: .liter a s1i"ri time into iimig 
nifieiifitv and obscurity. 

To ex pi a in the cireuimtnrtLCs under which tJii - vosi 
change—this njvnTutturt jit tin: Asiatic habitue oi 
power — be cum? possible, it h lU'Cifsjitiy that m 
shim Id cTia i hit eye over the general condition of 
Western Ada in the early part id the second century 
before our cm, and especially consider thi- course of 
events in the two kingdoms between which i’arthfei 
intcrvcnnj, the Itiidriaiti aid Syrian mm mu. hies. 

The Bactrim? kingdom, as original(y c^ablfahetl by 
Drodalus. lay wholly to the north of the ftuxtj.a- 
misuu, in the long and brewd volley of the l Jsots. 
fmm its sources in the i’amir to thi entrance On the 
Khoresmian Desert The countries to tltt south of 
the range con It mine) to be Syrian dependcm: and 

were reckoned In SeJ<m i Nirater ,i- included within 
the limits of hi . dominion. But it was not long before 
tlm empire of Alexander in these parts began U. 
crumble and decay. Indian princes, like Sandra 
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Cot Elis {Chftttdjpgypia} and Sophag^emts, asserted 
tlitrif nglifs over the Region of the Rive Rivera 
£ Punjab), and even over ihe greater portrait of 
AfFghani^tUiii Greek dominion was swopt m'zy 

At Lhc time when Buctjria, having had h* indepen¬ 
dence acknowledged by Aiitj\ eh its the Greats felt 
hs-lt iii lilujiiy lo embark in umbitFom enterprises, 
;i * rnnhia bad done, the GfeCO*Mwodofi \m sway 
.Wer die tracts between Parthia and the Sutlej was 
dilier s wept away altogether, or reduced to a mere 
shadow ; and l+uthydcuiu*. the third Bactrian 
monarch, was not afraid of provoking hostilities 
fioin Syria, when, nbuiit nc 205* he began hb 
aggress km 2 in this directlou* Under him, and under 
\m -.i iti anti successor, Demetrius, in the twenty years 
between tre 205, and blc. l S 5„ liaetriku conquest was 
pushed as far aa the Punjab region, Qihld and Can- 
dahar wore ovemin* and Ihe southern ride «f the 
ttibuntalnt occupied fram ilte ftrrbrud it> the Indus. 
Hucmtidas ivIK> succeeded DcmtttfiUS (about ILC tSoX 
j"\t nil led lii> T'.viiy still further into the Punjab region, 
PUt with unfortunate result^ so far as his original 
temfoTid were concerned. NcgTccted, and com para- 
lively dtimd'.-il of ttwps, these di-,irkts began ti> slip 
fi<*m his grasp. Tlie Scythian mniiids of the Steppes 
hiw tlusfr ijpportarotjft and bursting into Jtfoetria, 
parried it with lire and sword, even occupying por- 
J|1>11S, and settling them selves in the Gxus Valiev* 
Wiuie manors Were thus pnoyreasing in the 
knd the Ba.ctrian princes, attempting enterprises 
Ekryiiiul Hid: stiVvgth. were exhaust in;; rather than 
mkantuging the kingdom under their sway, the 
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Seluudti cttonsurchs in the W>.at wet* also becoming 
unifL- and (pare dfltOitgteJ in difficulties. partly of 
their own creation, partly brought about by the 
ambition of pretender*. Aiitiochus tire Great, shortly 
.ifler Uis return from the eastern provinces became 
embroiled with the fconuins (ibc. IP'S), who dealt (tin 
j(.nvcr a severe blow by lire defeat of Magnesia (KO, 
irjoi, sind tether weakened it by die support which 
they Um to the kin-, nf Pcrgatmt*. which was now 
the ruling state in Asia Mitwjr. The weakness of 
Antkfchus encouraged Armenia to revolt, and s« lost 
Syria tmuthcr province tat:, 189). Troubles Ijcgnn 
to lirtAk out in Ivlym.iTs, consequent upon the ex- 
of tire Ssfatcid* (ilc- IS')- Eleven years 
later (u.c t/<S‘l there was a lift of the clouds, and 
ifyna seemed about to recover Irerscir through the 
courage and energy of the fourth Antiochus l^pi- 
phaiivA; but the liop'rt raised by his sticcevirs in 
Kgypl . n.r. and Armenia (tw- JdS) were 

dratmee ! by his unwise conduct. towards the Jews* 
whom his persecuting policy jrermancntly alienated, 
ami erected into u hostile state ii[viii his southern 
border ilLC. 168-J60., tvpiphanes having not only 
]il nude red and desecrated Eire i cm pic, hut having set 
himvslf to eradicate utterly the Jewish religion. nnd 
completely IMIeiitw tin- people. Evas met with the 
most determined resIstance uri the part nf a moiety 
of Ihe nation. A patriotic party rose up under dc- 
vuUd leaders, who asset:i:d, and in the end secured, 
the independence of their country- Not alone during 
the remaining >ears of Epipluuu;#, but for hair a 
century' after his dcutli, throughout seven reigns, the 
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struggle continued; Judaia taking ad van tage of every 
tnmble and ijflficulty in Syria tu detach hirsdf more 
and marc ownpktdy fmm lief oppir. ^and Ixing 
a continued thorn in her ride, a constant source of 
weakness preventing more than anything else the re¬ 
covery of her power. The triumph which Epiphane* 
bad obtained lo Uic distant Armenia, where lie de¬ 
feated and captured th* king, Aruxias, was a poor 
set-off agai int the (be which he had created for 
him&df at hi?* tiwrs through bis cruelty and intoler¬ 
ance Wr did the removal of Epiphanc* (U,\ 164) 
improve the condition of affairs hi Syria. The throne 
fell to his sou, Antiochiis V Etipatarj, a boy of nine, 
according to one authority, or, according to another, 
ul twelve years pf age. The regent, LyristS rttercifted 
the chief power, and was ■engaged jit a was with 
the jew*, whom t!n> death til the oppressor had en¬ 
couraged to fresh efforts. The authority of Lyrists 
was further disputed by a certain Philip, whom 
Eplphants. shortly before his death, had made tut lit 
to the young mtmaicli The claim of thin tutor to 
the regent 4 * office tidtig supjurttai by a cnnddcrabk 
portion of (lie army, n civil war imse between him 
and Lyrian, which raged for the grater prtrt nf two 
years, terminating in the defeat and death of Philip 
f&t 162 l But Syrian affair.- did not even Lhen settle 
down into tranquillity, A prince of the Sckudd 
hmiitj Demetrius by name, the son of SckutUv IV*, 
nm! crrttvequ cully the fir-i emt-sin of Eiipntor, u™ at 
this time detainenl in Rome a hostage, having been 
sent there during Ids fathers lifetime, as a security 
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his claim to lhn Syrian llimnc' better than that of 
his cousin, who was the son of the younger brother; 
;md, being in lire full vigour of early youth, lie dotcr- 
m::: ! r . as- ;rt hi* pu: tensions jn Syria, .mil to make 
i bold stroke far the rrmvn. Having failed to obtain 
ihe Senate's consent to his quitting Italy, he took In* 
departure secretly, ern-sed the Mediterranean in s 
Cimlmginian vessel, and landing in Asia, succeeded 
within a few mouth* in establishing himself its Syrian 
monarch. 

Frotn this review of the condition of affairs It* the 
Syrian and Hadrian kingdoms during the first half 
of the second century before Christ, it is sufficiently 
apparent that in both countries the slate of things 
wa% favourable to any aspirations which tiie power 
that lay between them might entertain alter dominion 
and sclfaggrandtoemeut The kings of the two 
countries indeed, at the lime of die acce&skitl of 
MUJiridaWs to the Parthian throne (B,c. 174.', were, 
iK.th or them, energetic and able princes, but the 
Syrian monarch was involved in difficulties at home 
which required all his attention, while the It u trian 
was engaged in enterprises abmad which equally 
engrossed and occupied him. Mith rid alts might 
Imve .aLicked either with a good prosjiect of succor. 
Person idly, he was at least Lhetr equal, and though 
eonsnlerably inferior in military strength Mid re¬ 
sourced, he pt*»R5S«I the great advantage of having 
a perfectly free choice both oi time and place, could 
scire the most unguarded moment, and make Ins 
attack in the quarter where lit knew that he would 
be- least expected ,md least likely to find ilk enemy 
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on the alert Circumstances, of which wo now can- 
not appreciate the force* seem to have determined 
lutn to direct hfc first at tack against the territories nf 
his eastern neighbour, the Baarian king, tuicnuidaa 
These, us we have =jeen + were left comparatively 
unguarded, nhik their ambitious mauler threw aJl 
hi* itTcrt-ili into his Indian wars* preying fhrmi^h 
InJml into the Punjab region. anti firing in extend 
h!a dominion to the Sutlej river, nr even to the Gauge* 
Naturally, ftlfthridates was succcssfuL Attacking the 
Bactrim i territory where h adjoined Pat I hi a, he made 
him^df master, without much difficult y, two pro 
vinccf—those of Turita and of A^ramis* Turifla 
recalls the great but vague name of “ Turanian/ 
which certainly belongs! to these para, but can 
scarcely be regarded as local. Aapinmis has been 
regard util as the district of the A^pftsiacEE ; but the 
two word* do nut invite compftri^fi. it Is bc*t to l‘*c 
content with raying that we cannot locate the districts 
conquered f but that they -h mld lie looked for in tliir 
district of the Tejenri and ilcri-rtid, between die 
Paropamkus mid the great city of Balkh. 

it does not apjicar that Euer.itEdas attempted any 
petelialiniL Absorbed in hi* schemes of Indian cod^ 
quest, he k± his home province* go, and sought 

lajmfKmsatbn for them only in the far East Mean¬ 
time Michrirf-itcs, having been successful In hes Biic- 
trkn aggression, and thus whetted his appetite for 
territorial gain, determined on a more Important 
expedition. After waiting for a few years, until 
Epiphanes was dead, and the Syrian throne occu* 
pied by the hoy king* Eupttl'^ white the two 
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d Em ants of the regency, Lysias and Philip, wera 
contend frig In arms fur the! tuprttlfie jwvM, he 
suddenly umrdut] with a hitge farce towards Itie 
West, and fell upon the (great province of Media 
Magna, which* though still nominally a Syrian 
defamltmcy, was under the rule of a king, and prai> 
ri tally, if ttui legally, infUrpiuuteiiL- Media was a 
most extensive and powerful country. Polybiti* ciriU 
U k the most powerful of all the kHjtgdoTns of Asia, 
whether we tort* idea the extent of the territory, or 
the number and tju^lity of the men, or the goodness 
of the hor^s produced tfwrc. For these atttauilA” 
tv_ says, " .irv found in it in such abundance, that 
almost all the rest of t\s\a is supptkd with them innn 
this province. It is here also that the Royal horses 
are always feri p cm account of the excellence of the 
fiastiurtL’’ The capital of the province was now, as in 
the more ancient rime^ EcbaiaiM, iftuaicd m the 
declivity of Mount Oionte* (Elwand|<» andj though 
fallen from its former grandeur, yet still a place of 
mtich importance, second only in alt Western Asia 
to Antif-vi. and perh&pa Wtbyiart The inva^oii uf 
Mhlirldutc* uw ^tmiily nstnied by the MeJca, and 
-cvcthI engagement'- look place, in which sometimes 
one arirt sometimes the ether side had the advantage : 
hat eventually the I p ;ui Hiatts prevailed, Mithridato 
seized and occupied iLdxtinmi, which was at the time 
m imwaHed totvn, mablbhMl fife authorityover the 
whole tegi mh, and finally placed it under the govern* 
mem of a inrtbim satrap, BacJUtd, while he Mnwftf 
relumed home, to crush a revolt which had broken 
out, 
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The scene of the revolt was Jtyrcamre The 
Hyrcanbra people, one markedly Arian, had pro¬ 
bably from the lime of their subjugation chafed 
under the Parthian yoke, and seeing in the absence 
or MfthrirbUw, with almost the whole nl his power, 
in Media a tempting opportunity, hud resolved to 
make a bold stroke for freedom iKhnv the fun lie t 
growth of Panina should render such an attempt 
hopeless Wr arc not told that Urey had any special 
grievances „ but Urey were brave and high-spirited ' 
they had enjoyed exceptional privileges timid lire 
rcTsians ; and no doubt they found tire rule of » 
Turanian pet pie galling and oppressive They may 
well have expected to receive support anti as si slants 
from lire other Arian nations in their neighbourhood, 
ii3 the Martii, the Sagartiann., lire Arlan* on lire Hurl- 
rud, ike., and they may have thought that Uillm- 
dates would be too fully occupied with Jus Median 
struggle to hove leisure to direct bis suns againt-l 
tficm Hut lire event showed that they had mis- 
cakuluted. Media submitted to Milhiidates without 
any very protrfirtciJ resistance , Lbc Parthian monarch 
knew the value of time, and, quitting Media, marched 
upon liyrrajila without losing a moment, the other 
Arinn tribes of the vicinity were either apathetic or 
timid, ami did not stir a step for their relief The 
insurrection was nipped in lire hud; liyrcnnia was 
forced ti> submit, and beam* for Centuries the 
obedient vassal of her powerful neighbour 

Tire conquest of Media lia l brought (hi; Parthians 
into contact with the important country of Su-iana or 
ElymiOS, an ancient seal ofpower, and one which had 
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tT.iUrL'Iif'l much during the V. 1 ■ ■ ! ■ of tilt- I'crsian 
period, having contained within it the principal 
Persian capital. Su-.I Thi-T tract pnsn ^-<1 strong 
attractions fur a conqueror ; and it appears If have 
been aat very long after hr: had swcct.-wled in crushing 
the Hvrcaiiian (t-wll, that Mithrid.itcs 0HOC more: 
turned his arms wc tuurd, and from die adenutagmus 
l> -tUinfi tvliidi lie held in Media. dirT-cted an attach 
upon the rich and thnirislnni: province which lay t > 
the smith It would seem that Klymafs, like Media, 
though reckoned a dependency of tile Sdeildd Em- 
p[ie, hod a lung of Its own, win. was unlmsUwl with St> 
govcnimi-nt aril deienra, ami I t“ fight hi? 

own l^ttlci At any rale we do not hear of any 
aid being rendered to the l-Uytnaenns in this war, 
nr of Mithridntes having any other antagonist to 
meet in the course of it, besides " rhe E.lymacin 
king," This monarch he deft ahfd without diffi¬ 
culty, and, having overrun his country, apparently 
in a single carnymign, added the entire renritoiy to his 

dnmimmvv 

Ely mars was interposed between two regions of 
fiat-rate Importance, fkibyTnnia ami Persia The 
thorough muiatety or any one of the three, com- 
manly carrier! with ir in ancient times dominion 
over the other two. S fir a* can be gathered from 
the scanty rnutcriid- which we possess for I 1 art!)i:ui 
history at thk period, the conquest of Elytnato was 
follnwcd almost immediately !■■ the mlttnission of 
llahylniita and Persia to the conqueror, Media arid 
Elymafs having l*cen forced to submit, the great 
Milhridatcs was very shortly acknow ledged as their 
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lord by all tli'- . .tries that intervened 

between the PamjMujiisu# ;, nd the Liwer ]<uphr#tti- 
Thus gloriously successful in this quarter, Mithri* 
dates, who may fairly be considered the greatest 
murt.ireli of his day, after devoting a few vfiirs to 
reposft jw%*i iliat the time was come for once more 
embarking on i career or aggression, and seeking u 
similar extension of hi* ijocninfow towards the East 
to that which he hiul found it so easy to effect in 
the regions of the West, The Hadrian troubles had 
Increased, EueflHWn.% after greatly straining the 
re* mites of Itaetria in his Indian ware, had been 
waylaid and murders! nn his return front one of 
them by hi- ildioclcs, who chose to declare him 
a public enemy, drove his chariot g«r hb corpse, anti 
ordered it to I*; left urtburied, This ill beginning 
inaugural, ri an unfortunate urign. Attacked by 
Scythians from the north, by Indian! and Sarangians 
on the cast and l he south e a si, Heltocte* had already 
more nn his hands than hr could conveniently manage. 
when JkdkliriiUtes declared war against him, and 
inarched into his country rahont w.c, 150), Already 
exhausted by his other wars, I Idiocies could bear up 
no longer. Milhridates rapidly overran (us dominions, 
and took possession of the greater part of them Ac- 
cn ruling to some he did nol Mop hcTe^ hut pressing still 
further eastward invaded India, and carried hb arm* 
f.vcr the Punjab to the banks of the Nyrfaspc* Hut 
this I nit advance, if it over took place, was a raid 
rather than nn attempt sit cmupiaiL It bad no serious 
tt-stilts IndroBactrian kingdoms owthmed to nxi-t in 
Cabul down to about n,Q Bo, when H dUaiism in thin 
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quarter was finally swept away by the Yne<hi and 
r*ther Scythk iribo The Parthian Mm (lire rimer 
w chided any portion of llic Indus rcginri, its furthest 
provinces toward.' the east being bactria, Aria, 
Sarangias Arachosiu. and Sac:«tana. 

The great increase of power which Mithridates 
had obtained by his conquests could not Ik: a mailer 
of inddfcTuiicc to ihe Syrian monarch- ItiU llufr 
domestic troubles—the contentions between Philip 
and Lyants, between Lysias and bdnctrius Setter, 
iv-br and .’il'-x.intltT I tabes Bate and DcmrUlii:. l! „ 
lJemutriiis II. and Tryphon—had v< engn&wd them 
for twenty yean (from kc td 3 to lu 142), that they 
had felt it impossible, or hr*petes, tn attempt any 
expedition towards the East, for the protection or 
recovery of thdr provinces. Miihrklates had been 
allowed to pursue hi* career of conquest uttuppused, 
, far a-4 the Syrian!- were concerned, and to establish 
his sway from the Hindu Kush to the Euphrates, 
A lime, however, at last came when home dangers 
were lessaLsotbitig. mid a prospect -if engaging tile 
terrible Parthian* with -i^rented h> present 
itself. Tile second Demetrius hud not, indeed, 
altogether nvcroafnr; his domestic enemy, Tryphtat ; 
hut be had bo fur brought I11111 into diftfcultte as to 
iielicve 1 hat he might safely lie leu to be dealt with by 
his wife. Qcepatr*, and by his captains. At the same 
lime, the condition of affairs in the East reined to 
invite: bis interference, Mitliridhic* ruled hi-! new 
conquests with some strict nt^ 5, probably suspecting 
their fidelity, and determined that he would nol by 
any rctnissuess allow litem to escape from his gra-.p. 
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The n fit ire inhabitants could scarcely be much 
attached til the Syro-Macedonian*, who h;irf certainly 
nol treated them with much tenderness; but a 
(H«t$CA*fon if tine hundred und ninety years' duration 
confer* yreditjc in thr Kits!, .md a strange ynkc may 
have g&llrcf more than title to whose plus sure they 
bad become: accustomed. Moreover, all the province* 
which lire PurthLitis tuul taken from Syria contained 
tirv*-k tow its and (heir inhabitants might at all 
times Ik .Jwjreinhal uii to «uk w ith their countrymen 
iiau in st lire A sialic*. At the present conjuncture, 
I.™., the number of the mnlconlctUs w e- swelled by 
the addition of the recently subdued Haetrinns, who 
hated I He Parthian yoke, mid longed for an oppor- 
trinity of recovering thdr freedom. 

Hilts, when Demetrius It, anxious to escape the 
repmach of inertness, detotnfned to make .1 great cx- 
jyediiuin upon dit* formidable Psnhisn itiwitircli, who 
ruled over a!) the countries between the Fmopamfeus 
an. 1 tlm L-.wer t nrifuates.he found himself welcomed 
a* a deliverer by a considerable number of his 
enemy - ' subjects. whom the harshnem or the novelty 
of the Parthian rule lutd offended. The malcontents 
joined his standard us he Advanced ; and supp-rted, 
as he thus was, by Persian, Elyroaan, and Ifcictriaii 
contingents, he engaged and defeated tlic Parthian* 
in several battles Mithridnlcs at last, recognising 
his Inferiority In military strength, determined to 
have recourse to stratagem, and having put Demetrius 
off his guard by proposals of peace, made <i sudden 
attack upon him, completely defeated his army, and 
took him prisoner. The contpierad monarch was at 
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first tablet] with -■ -m<- harshness, Iwing conveyed 
about to the several nation:- which bad revolted, and 
paraded before each tn turn, to allow them how 
Twlifili they had Wii jn lending him their aid ; but 
when this purpn.se had been .m-nviol. Mithfiriat,:--. 
showed him^df inngminimnii-., gave his royal capti ve 
the honours befitting Ins rank, assigned him a 
residence in Hyrcanb, and even gave him the hand 
uf his iLmghlcr, Rliodogund, to mim'w, U wan 
policy, however, still ny»re than clemency, which 
dictated this luftihict. MitlmifjiU- nurtured de¬ 
signs against this Syrian kingdom itsdf, anti saw 
that it would l*e Tor lib advantage to have a Syrian 
prince in Hie camp, allied 10 him by marriage, whom 
he could put forward as entitled to the throne. And 
wh n ifl, if M* enterprise -!*•••• - ‘.led, he might leave t» 
govern Syria for him, « tributary m uiarelt, 'Jin se 
far-reaching plan* might perhaps have been crowned 
with success, had the head which conceived them 
been spared to watch over and direct their execution. 
But Ppov Jdence decreed at her wise. MEtfi rida les. hod 
reached an advanced age, and, I wring Attacked by 
illness -oon after lib capture uf I k-metrius, found his 
strength insufficient to battle with his malady, ami, 
to the great grief nf hb subjects, succumbed to it 
(B.C 136), after an eventful and glorious reign of 
thirty-v ight years. 



V. 

tju v jut n: u £ But At* svsti:>i of xrrrimitJATEs i.— 
LAWS J5SIJ INSTITUTIONS. 

Tim Parthian in^tituliiinj had. no ilmi1.it, liietr rwits 
in (Mi early condition of -JcEety wnuttg the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Caspian region, which beltwiga to the 
twilight, rather than tr. the dawn of hfetoty, and 
w hich has. to be conjectured r>r divined rather titan 
w orked out from the statements of ancient writers. 
From time immemorial this region has Ikcii mainly 
nceufrferi by nnniadic t ri1'>_ for whum alone it is 
fitter!, and lu=. been divided up am*mg a number of 
races more or Jess dosdy allied, and generally very 
Similar in character. Constant ware ami raids occupy 
such, race*- livery man has to be a warrior ; and 
their conduct fit war marks out a comparatively few 
for leaders, the m.v-- for mere soldiery. Hence, 
something like a feudal organisation naturally pre* 
Vails. "The leader in war is the chieftain nr nobte in 
jicacc, An aristocracy forms itself* round which the 
* vilkills " or » serfs" are grouped. When, in course 
■if time, ■Mine specially perilous war threatens, or 
wme enterprise b taken in hand of mure than usual 
magnitude and gravity, the need ■>( a directing hand 

re 
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ih felt—the confederacy of chiefs recognises the 
weaklier of a confederacy—and by common consent 
a Single individual is selected os King, Great Khan, 
Dictator, Governor, C< unntam tcr-if i-eh ief Tbu», tit 
sudt a state of rociety .1- has been tlescribed, 
monarchy- makes its appearance. The fittest to 
command and direct is placed at the head of affairs, 
given some titte or other implying authority, and 
accepted by die general body of chiefs an their 
ittHViin. 

Hut in conceding this, authority to the necessities 
of the case, the eh ret-, :tn* careful to reserve to them* 
selves considerable powers, and the result is thus a 
limned monarchy, tn I'aithia, the iking jjer- 
mancnlly advised by two council*, consisting of 
persons not of his own iiomtwilinn, whom rights, 
conferred hy birth or office, entitled to their high 
positions- One of these was a family conclave 
{ttmalium d»nustimm), or assembly of full -grim u 
males <3 f the KoyaJ House; the ether wav a Senate 
comprising both the spiritual ami the temporal chiefs 
of the nation, the “ Sophi," ..r 11 Wise Man” and the 
“ Magi." or 11 Priests * Together these two Mi« 
constituted the Megictwus, the '* Nobles," or " Great 
Men ’—the privileged class which, to a consEdembhr 
extent, cheeked and controlled the monarch. The 
tnonureily was elective, hut only in dir house of the 
AruLcirio- ; anil the concurrent vote of Ijolh councils 
was nectary to the election of a new kino. p r-1(> 
timliy. I lie ordinary law of hereditary descent appears 
to have been commonly followed, unic-. in the ct-e 
u tierca king left no -m of efficient age to exercise 
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the royal ofriax Under such rireinn stances, the 
Megistone^ usually msmiiiiitH the ble king's next 
broth n to succeed him, « r. if he had left m- brother. 
went back to an uncle. When the hue of succession 
had <muz ln:r:ii changed, the right of the elder branch 
was k- 4 , and did not revive, notes die bniEu.li 
prclkfred died out or un member qualified 

to rule. When it king had been duly nominated by 
the two councils the right of pladtig the crown 
upon his head belonged to the Suiena, the M Field- 
Marshal" or ,h Comninodcr-iii-chief of the Parthuu* 
armies" The McgisLaucs further claimed, ami yjtne- 
ti mef exercised, the right of deposing a monarch 
who>c conduct disfikaved or db^utkfkd them ; but 
an attempt to exerebe this privilege naturally, and 
almost AAC« 5 ad|y } led to 3 civil war. since no monarch 
was likely to accept his deposition without a struggle; 
ui id duu U was lb .me, and nut right, which practically 
determined whether a deposed king should lose hi> 
crown at no. 

After a imtttcirch hid been once elected, mr\ 
firmly fixed upon 'hi- throne, the fKmei - which he 
wielded apjjears to have been very nearly despotic. 
At an} raie T lie could put to dc&lli without a trial 
vAvnmvcw Itc du*c; and adult incmbern at the 
Koyal Mouse, who ventured to provoke die reigning 
monarch's jealousy, were constantly so treated. But 
pmbahty it would have bent inn re risky tu arouse 
the fears of the u Soph! u or * MngiV" The latter 
iL-qimLilly were a jMweiful consoling of an 

ur^mbteL hierarchy which liod came down from 
ancient limits ami wit* feared and vencr&led by all 
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classes of the people. Tlitiir numbers at Hie close of 
the empire, counting adult uolm only, are roc Limed 
at eighty thousand ; they possessed con d deni bk 
tracts nf liirtile lurid, and were the snlc inhabitants of 
malty targe towns or villages, which they were per¬ 
mitted til govern ss seemed good to them. Tile 
-arbitrary (lower of Hie monarde* mud. in practice, 
It.ivf I en largely -checked hv the privilege* of this 
Hitmen tits priestly clas*. of which it would seem that, 
ilt the later times, they became jealous, thcrclty 
preparing the way for then own downfall. 

I he don11moil of Lite Pmihi-jn-i ewer the piuvinces, 
winch Mitliridate:, and arJItr Ling. h.nl Compit-ivd, 
was maintained by iwcrttlig to tJiv system which had 
prevailed generally throughout the East before the 
accession of I lie Ach.rmoii.in I’ersi ms to power, mid 
which is the simplest and rudest of all possible 
empire organ isatinw- This was the system of 
establishing in tiie various countries either viceroys, 
holding office for life, or else dependent dynasties of 
kiny:-. In either rase, the nders, so long as they paid 
their tribute mrigulariy to the Parthian mutuutfa, and 
furnished the contingents required of them (or the 
wars in which Purthia was ulrtm-t always engaged, 
Were allowed to govern the peoplenmdeT ihdr sway 
at their pleasure, Among mraWTths, in the higher 
idiivi; of the term, who nevertheless were vassals to 
Parthia, may tie enumerated the kings of Peisis, 
i-lymuis, Adiabene, OrhuAi.:, and or Armenia and 
Media AtnjjiaLent-, wheil they fi.mied. as they some* 
times did, portion* nr the Parthian I mpirc Tlic 
vkriOJ who governed the other provinces, burn the 
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tillt: of Vitaxa-, or Mistakes, and ww fourteen or 
fifteen in number The remark has been made by 
perhaps the greatest oi English historians, Gibbon, 
i fin.) the system thus established M exhibited under 
other fiamt**, a lively image of the feudal system, 
which haft since prevailed in tumpe." The com¬ 
parison is of some value, a< pointing nut in analogy 
which might otherwise have hecti overlooked; but, 
I iho ni'isc hbtoricat parallels it is inexact, llte point* 
of difference between the FiutMan and the feudal 
systems being probably more nnmcmin than thrive of 
n-.aitibl.mce, 1 1 111 the points of resemblance being very 
main poind, not few in number, mid sinking Ii was 
with special reference to the system thus established 
that the Parthian monarch* took the title ut" 11 King 
of Kings "-lUll AEVS BA SI AEON—SO frequent 
Ufjon their colbs—a title exchanged, but in one in¬ 
stance only, for ' Satrap of Satrap*SATFAUHS 
TUN SATI’AHON. The title "King of Kings" 
net urn! !y appeal? first on the coins of .VtjthriiJfttes. 

In the Parthian system there was one anomaly of 
a very curious character. The Grecian cities which 
were scattered in large number* throughout the 
empire. limiidiitiihii: of Alrxsuuicr or his successors, 
enjoyed a municipal government of their own, nnd in 
some owes wen; almost independent communities, 
the Parthian (rings exercising over them Utile or ni. 
®mtrot. The great city of SrleUcta upon tlu Tigri* 
wns the most Important of these plates ; its popula¬ 
tion was estimated in the first century after Christ ,it 
i-ist hundred thmisatnl *>uls; it had >tTnng wall?, and 
wav sum amded by a most fertile territory. Tacitus 

7 
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tells us I hat iL had its emu wmte, or uumicip.it 
council <jf three liundml members, defied by the 
inhabitants to rule uvrr them, from armmy tli*. 
weakhic-l a lit I b,-st educated af the citizens Under 
ordinary circumstances it enjoyed the blessing t'f 
complete self govern incut, and was entirety free froin 
r«thtrtn interfere nee, pay ini' no <J™bt its appointed 
tribute, but otlienviv holding tin: pniutimi of <1 ** free 
i-ity," It was only in I he ease of internal ribxndons. 
ihat these a r Irani age were lost, and the faith bn 
soldiery, invited within tire walla, arranged the 
ijujrrvls of puitic?, ami settled the Constitution of the 
Stale at it : pleasure J'rivllqjcsora similar diameter, 
though probably less exlcmivc, brtohgcd, it would 
*«vro, to mihl nf the other Grcclr eiti«->, at least 
seventy in number, contained within 1 he empire The 
I'arthuin monarch* thought it [mime to favour them ; 
and their prad ice in I lib respect ju: lifted the title of 
■'PtBWIeltene," which they were fond of j.^iumiig 
Upm their coin*. Oh the whole, the policy may have 
Instil wise, kit it rflminhhcri the unity of the empire, 
owl there were limes when serious danger arose from 
it Tho Syro-Macedonian mon.irclis could always 
count with certainty on having powerful friend* in 
I'artliia, anxious to irmlm them avmtanct*, what¬ 
ever portion of it they invaded; and oven the 
It..immh, though their ethnic connection with the 
cities was not mi dose, were sometimes indebted to 
them for aid of an important kind, 

Another an.im-dy .if a similar character, bill of le--.-, 
importance, since the number of per-,ns which it 
nflecterl cannot have been nearly so great, was the 
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pos]Hcm occupied by llw Jewish communities within 
the Pythian --iau Tb*-\ ihoirgh far ]c** numunisf- 
tJuwt die Cndim, wen- si ill 1101 infrequent, ami their 
location in some of the most corLridfrrable dtif^ of 
the empire gave them a consequence which makes h 
necessary that they nlioutd not be overlooked fd 
Babylon, m Sdeueia, in Cteriphorv an I m other 
priii rip.il town*, a* Su-.i [ratably, and Rhages* die re 
was so targe a Jewish deincul in the [Xipuliiibft, that 
it Had been thought best to givr them munidpa! 
independence, the power to elect magistrate*, and 
pedUgM a special quarter in each town to dwell trL 
There were ahm a certain number of places the 
inhuhitanin of which wc« wholly )w\ ami those 
enjoyed similar privileges with the rt fu*o of 

the Greeks, Hence another element nf weakness in 
the organisation nf the empire, wherein an amalga¬ 
mation of nu^, or even a thorough t_nrts*il[s:Li.tson 
WSUt inip k ^ible. The worst results shttuotl tliLinrfv^ 
in ihe town*, with mixer 1 population^ where, from time 
to time, the most fearful disturbances Incite out t often 
terminating m horrible massacres 

A Greet antistiT nf the Augustan age tells us, that 
the fi M -it MitlifiiLitv'S after effecting his conquests, 
tnatir * collection of the tjest laws which ho found 
tex prevail nmriog the various- suhjuf jicnplcs and 
imposed them on fric huthrxn nation. This state¬ 
ment is, no doubt* an exaggeration ; but vve may 
altrlbuLc to Mitbridate with some mwH» f the inim- 
duct hm at thl* time of various practice- and tu*igc*, 
whereby the Parthiart Court wa> a&niidlnlcd to those 
of the earlier Great Monarchies of Aria, and U-cnme 
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in i tic eyes nf Foreigners the successor mid rcpre* 
.enutive nf the old Assyrian and IY-rtian kingdom* 
The assumption of aw title* and of a titw —the 
iH fcni'rk itinii of the Court (hi n new plan — the ht,-slowal 
of n mw character otl lha subordinate ofiiccr> «*i the 
empire, were suitable to Lite new phase of its life on 
which the monarchy had now entered, and it my with 
the fciglicst probability, if tint with idrsolutc certainty, 
lie assigned to tJit-s period 

Lt lias been gin-rule noticed that Mithri 1-ites I. 
apt ears to haw been the Lirsl Pmtlii.ni sovereign 
who ti>ott the wtindin,; title of" King of Kings. 1 ’ The 
title hnd been a favourite one with the old Avyrian 
mid Persian monarch*, bet was not adopted either Uy 
die Setcudi.be or by the Greek kings of Bartria. Its 
revival implied a distinct pretension to thnt mastery 
of Weston Asia, which had belonged of old to the 
Assyrians and Persians, and which viiifl. in Inter times, 
form ally claimed by Artaxenxcs, the son of flabefc, 
die founder of the New Persian Kingdom. Previous 
Parthian moriarcht had horn content to call them- 
drives " ths King," ->r n the Great King"—Mithridttt« 
l. is 11 the King *'i* King'', the great and illu*tri'-M* 
Ars;ic« " — BA 21 A E£«S BA 11 A IAIN M EPAAOY 
Al’XAKUl 

At tile some time MlUirhhites apjiears to have 
assumed the tiara, or tall stiff crown which, with 
cirtliiirt nuxiifieatirTiis in its .»Iui(ms, had been the mark 
of sovereignty, both under the Assyrians and tinder 
the Persians. Previously the royal headdress had 
been either a mere cap of a Scy tliic type. pointed, but 
lower limn the Scythi- usually wore it, or die ordinary 
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dindunii which lvas ft band cncircling tlic head, and 
term muting in two long ribbems or ends, thm himg 
down behind tlid Lend on the bitelc. According U * 
tlerodiim, the dbctaxi, in the Inter times, was double; 
but the <mti 5 of a. do not inhibit thin prailfority* 
‘Jilt cap of the first king b ornamented with peiidiiiU 
gicarh in front; the stiff tffira of MitJiridates lias ihrer: 
rows of pearls sewn on to it 

Ammbmis Mired] in Li j tdls m that among the 
tit Its turned by the Parthian moiwtK* was tint 
of “ Brother of the Sun and Mooiir The Shahs of 
modem Persia still dttim live epithet It i* ordmurify 
used, imt so much by theEnsdv^ us by thdr crnnlicrs 
and subjects, in the language of compliment and this 
may been to some extent Lbr rase in T’urthia 

Mill, Uiert i£ reason to believe that in CM tuindsof 
tnen -vt die time, **>methbig of a divine character 
recanted as attaching to the An*add race. In the 
civil conic winch form so nmin 11 failure uf the 

later hiituvy, combatants abstained from lifting thdr 

Lunula knowingly against one of the royal struck, 
dtree to kill or wound one was linked upon a* a 
>acrilcge, The actual imim; uf 0*ir P ** God,* was even 
as^pmed Jii a. title by at least nUe of the kings* and a 
favourite epithet upon the coins h Bttrtrat^p, which 
implies die divinity of the kings filther. After his 
de-uFi the inoiutrdi ^in? generally Lo have U uj tin. 
object of a qualified worship; rfntut’rt were envied 
to him in the temples, where they were apparently 
with the images of the San-Got) and the 
Moon-God 

No account of the pjuiiiiau Court bai= come dowtt 


■SO GUVERSMEtfTAL &Y&1 FM OF MllllxWJLTift t. 

to or that is cither complete or allot;el her trustworthy ; 
but ^umc p:irtiailai> jas^i) \»? gathered of it from Ihr 
seat tens! nutSrt^i iif VAfimu utiriertt writer on wliidl 
ux- may plate reliance The Ix t aiitlK-iETit^ are 
agreed th^Jt it was ijnf atationao'i but nugralisd at 
different times of the eenr to different dlics of the 

■r 

aivpircp fu IhLj respect re§cmbtfng the Court of Uil- 
AclitrmeiiiariSs ft fa not quite dear* however, which 
of the rilies were thus fimuttirai Ctedphnn v..ii 
undoubtedly one of them. All vmu-fs agree that it 
was d'm chief city of the empire, and the ordinary 
.c.iL of dll- ^ivJirtUTH"iit Here,-According irj St mho* 
the biiiy- p i ^.1 the a inter rtumllijs delighting hi the 
excellence nf ila^ air* The tostn m lylualkd on the 
kfl bank r-fthr Tigris, t'> Sck'iRia, iudvc or 

thirteen miles below the modem Baghdad. I'lmy 
iciys that it wts built by the Pflrthiins In order to 
ref luce SlIkucm to hisigotJkancc, and dial when it 
failed of iu ptifpc^* they built another chy\ Voto- 
jTir^oc\-rta t in the >nmc neighbourhood with the v\mt 
ohject ; but the account of Strain- is more probable— 
namely, that it grew up gradually out of the wish of 
the Parthian kings to spare ixJcuda the unpleasant - 
iit 1- *- - of having the rude mMfervi which followed the 
Court from place to place, ijuarti ml upon them* Oil 
remainder of thcyenr h according to the same authority, 
was spent by the Forth tun monarch* either at the 
Median city of Echotati.i. winch is the modem 
H amadou, or in the province of IfymnLx In 
Ilyraniit the palate, Strains «y\ wa* at Tape; and 
between tins place md Kcbatana he appears to have 
regarded flic monarehs as spending the whole lime 
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which was not prised at C! trsij.il imi. Atlit-nitu^ h w 
ever, dedarts thut Rh&ges. near the Caspian Gales, 
was tike spring residence of Lhe Parthian king*; and 
it Mxuh urn unlikely that tin* famous dty, which 
Nclure of Charas* writing In Parthian tinur*. ealN 
“ the greatest in Media/' WO* among the occasional 
rcsulLin «;5 of the Court Farthiu itself was, it -uhJ 
^cem, desetod; but still a city «T thnt region pro- 
served in one re^|x?ct a royal character, tkeing the 
place where all the earlier m.jiiFirchs were Interad 

Ultimately AH* la became the royal burylng-plnca 
The pomp and grandeur of the Parthbri kings are 
described only in tjto vaguest term* by the Greek and 
Roman writers. No author of repute, whose remains 
have come down to us + aj*\icars to have visited the 
Partition Court We may pcrfiafe hed obtain a true 
notion of die splendour of the ^verrign from the 
accounts which have reached us of his relation* and 
great officers, who can have reflected only family the 
magnificence of Hie sovereign Pintardi tdb us that 

the general whom GixxScs deputed to conduct the war 
agaifl^t Crassiiii chine into the fielil accompanied by 
two himdmi lltter> wherein were contained hi- mn- 
cuhtnca, and by a thousand camels whkh carried tus 
isag^agti Mis dress v,ras the long flowing ndxi nf 
dn: undent Me U>: ; he wore his hnir purred down die 
muhlkf and had life face painted witTi cosmetics* A 
bi iiy of ten thuii ■ md Jn;r<c r tumptKcd entirely ■ !' hfe 
did Hi ;md riave** follow cd hint in battle. We may 
conclude from th!» picture, and from tin: general 

tenor of flic classical notices* that the AmidfLe 
{WiKil und imhiinmetl vety much such a Court as 
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th.it of the old Achttmtuiiiii princes. f.ilHng probably 
somewliflt bdow rlicir model in general imiitrncss ami 
refinement, but equalling it in luxury, in cxtracngant 
expenditure, and in di-play Moreover, in one respect, 
.in advance was made beyond the limits of Achat' 
nieniniT Civilisation. The tfiL-alric.il fcpresentnlioiui 
iritrodULud ini-.- Asia by the Greeks petned extra¬ 
ordinarily .iltnctiuc to the -.emi-barbaric nice, 
unacquainted hitherto with any such performance*. 
Tlw Grech language and literature were so far studied 
as to render liie representation of Greek drain as 
intelligible to the upper clas&ca. h ,\n exotic litem- 
lure uml a gaudy tln-atre nourished at S'-lcucia under 
the royal jialmnaye, tlie ritual ceremonies of the most 
grauriiil of supcrHiitiuns were Ion cWly interwoven 
with the forms of the Grecian drama not to fblhnv in 
its train The Court of Sdottclu presented a motley 
combination of the manner* of different ages atui 
countries, only lo be paralleled, perhaps, in the icmi- 
Kumptsui fashions of St Ptetenfauig and Moscow.*'' 
Hut if, <u their i iotiit, the Parthian king-- thus 
title rated, or even encouraged, luxurious habits and 
enervating amusements, itmung the hulk of the nation 
the very opposite characteristic* prevailed. The taint 
of their Scythian origin always dung to tlur Parthian 
]jl-ojj]«. They had always about them, as Strabo 
notes, “much that was barbaric and tkythic," The 
organisation of ibeir army was very rude. Each 
chieftain brought into the field, like the nobles of the 
Middle Ages, an Indefinite and probably uncounted 
contingent of retainer*. aimed us their muuin ai lowed 
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them-—wiiiL-, she richest, in cuai.i of -cate or chain 
arnimir, and mounts <*ri ato^ds similarly protected, 
canyjnft besides the universal bow anil arrows, a 
long spear or pike—others lightly equipped, without 
amour, and earn in t* nothing 1 but u bow and arrows. 
With a Abaft stword or knife. OF these [aat p a portion 
only were mcumivd, while the remainder sens'd mi 
foot. When the contingent* united, the troop* were 
yimply massed together, accnftiing to then character, 
ftTto three bodies—the heav y cavalry, the light cavalry, 
and the foot. There were no divisions corresponding 
to the Roman legions, or our regiment*; and, ap¬ 
parently,. m petty officers, each i-i.nringeivl simpty 
obeying iu chief. When he went out to battle with 
his army h the king wins, of course, Com mam kr^ in- 
chict Tu bis absence* his place was Liken by .1 
Sumna, nr Sdd -mondial, appointed by him to the 
-.ummancL Theft? was, Imu tvvr a chief 5 u ratio, who** 
oflkv was hciinHtsiry, and wti*>, bt^idrs commanding 
in the fields was .1 great State official 

Such seems to have been the general character of 
those practice* and iitflituUfiftt which distmgubhcd 
the Parthumi from the tmindn tiort of Hunt empire 
by Mithridatei Some of tfurn, it h probable, he 
rather adopted than invented : but there h no good 
reason for doubting that «f muny lie was the 
originaton lie appears t u have been one of those 
rare ititllvklunls In wfwy-m it fins been given to unite 
tlie powers ami capacities whkh firm the cdnt|uen>r 
with timber which constitute the succes&fiil organiser 
of 4 Stale, IJravc and enterprising in war. prompt 
to.srixe an occasion and skilful tp turn it to the best 
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iirtwiitBgse, uni ciVL-fi iiwjfiw to severities vvhcfl the) 
seemed to In- required, lie ye! fell nt» acrimony 
Inward* tluv-e who had milled his arms, but W*« 
ready to befriend Uiirm as so”n a* ihi-ir resfoluficu 
ceased. Mild, element. philanthropic; he conciliated 
Ulnae w'ljoiTl lie subdued almost more easily Ilian he 
Mibiiui l them, ami by the efforts of a lew years 
succeeded in welding together a dominion which 
tasted without mi Merit ig M*ri(jua mutilation for nearly 
four centuries, Though (tot formally dignified with 
the rjHthet uf‘Great* ho wo* beyond all tjutstion the 
greatest or the J'mihian monarch* Later times did 
him mure Justice than lit oiniraijwnttfe j amt, when 
the name* of almnvi all the other kings hmf sunk 
into oblivion, returner} his ill honour, ami placed it 
oil a par with that of the original founder of Par¬ 
thian indejjeudeucc. “Tin: Parthian*/ says Agutinas, 
" though a subject nation,and previously of very little 
reputation, put ail cu.J !•■ the dominion of the Man; 
floTiiiuis, ami -nb-n'Liicntly became lords nf the whole 
empire except Egypt. Arsaecs first of all hrgLiuim^ 
the rebellion. jllkI \LiLhj-ltlatcs not very lung afterward •> 
cxaltiug tlw Parthian name to a high pitch of glory, M 
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I-VST STftlfCCI.E WITH SVftlA—DEFEAT ANH HEATH 
OF AMTlOCTlfS SIJJKTBX 

The death of Mithridaic*, and (he accession of n 
comiurativdy trrunitcqjri'iin^ -uco- «r, Phnateg 1) . 
encouraged -Syria w make cue more cfiorL u> 
the Parthian:; back into their native wfld*, and to 
recover the dominion of Western Asia. Sc* great a 
position not n thing u be 3un*n<fcxed wilJtpllh 
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*i final., even if it ivere u despairing. struggle ; and in 
the actual |>o^itloii of affair* a waM quite open n> 
questkm whether, at) [he whole, Parthia ur Syria 
u?«t the strcmgei The dutnftiiuit of boili countries 
Witt. vjiiiparalivdy recent ; neither hart any firm hold 
on its outlying pn v-iuco . odtiu-r tXitjld daim tt> 
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have canclUuloI to ii'-i:Jf the -Ulli. i„h m- of the Western 
Asiatic-. generally, or to rc^t it h pnuToti ;my other 
hub than that of military farce And in military 
force it was uncertain which way the balance inti inert 
Both countries bud i imcleun of native troops- > n 
wlud\ absolute r- Li-d: ••: tm bt In- pl-n .. 1 wludi ums 
brave, faithful* *1 Hindi, and tetsiilfl ct-nLetid to the 
drath z .r thdr reactive aovcKigna, But, beyond 
this, I'-uth had aisii a fluctuating body of unwilling 
subjects of subject-allies unworthy of implicit trust, 
and Btdy to gravitate to one ^idr or the other, 
according a* hope, or (kitty, or the meresl caprice 
might decide, The dunce* of victory or ildrat 
Isimcri mainly on this tluc lulling bo*1y-| the in¬ 
stability of which had been amply proved in the 
wars of the Iasi hall-ccimiry. Those wars them- 
judvo, taken os a whole, had mmiife>Led no Jcddcd 
prep uidaiTimce uf ritlicr people over the other ; at 
one time Parthhij at another S3 ria, hud Ix-cn hard 
pressed . arid it w r as natural for the leaders 011 either 
siile to believe that accidental cmnisiatastces, rather 
than any marked >iiperioriLy of one of the two 
people* mqf the other, had brought about the re¬ 
sults that had been reached 

In the b\< war that had been wa^efl stKxess hud 
finally rested with PaithfO. An entire army had been 
destroyetf, ami the Syrian monarch ciptimxL Dane- 
trill* 1 thv CcH!U|ucror; as hu called himself, was 
expiating in ilic cold -md riij^aJ rvghm of Nymma, 
the rashnf^> w hit'll had led him to iJetTn himself a 
match for lilt: craft and ^milrgic ••‘.ill of Mithrldalc . 
Hut now a new :md untried mi march was upon the 


/ffJ/GJV OF PUR A A FES H. 


93 


throne— itn- ■•■.El<- was dearly without Ms fathers 
umbilkm, ami probably lacked hi% ability Settled 
in hi* kingdom fur the -p.n:e of *\x year*. be had 
nn( »mly alien ipted nothing ijninst Syria* hut had 
cqgstg^ hi no military enterprise whatever Yet the 
condition nf Syria hud ix-eii such as to offer the 
strongest pos-dble temptation to u neighbour pas- 
h^htJ of Cttiimge ami energy. Civil war hud raged* 
siii11 exhausted tint resource of the country, frinn 
H.c. i4/1 tn tjj ( 1 ficr which then* hud been a pro¬ 
tracted struggle between the Syrians and the Jews 
(B,C. 137—133)* hi which the Syrian arms hud at 
fir.sl been wursled, but luul il length asserted Uidr 

iupcriurity. Had PtttMtes 1 1 , the sun and nuc- 
<ev<«r nf Msihfidute?, inherited n tenth part of his 
father's military spirit, lie iviuild have taken advan¬ 
tage of this troubled time to carry the war into 
Syria Proper* and might have shaken the Syrian 
throtie to Its bnsc* or r.vi u wholly overturned it. In 
Hie pefiiui of the cappued Demetrius, lit; posseswl 
one whom he might have «ei tip a pretciiikr with 
a certHimy of drawing many Syrians to his side, 4nrl 
whom he might„ if succes5ftll # have left to rule ns 
V'itaxa, or subject king, the country nf which he had 
aflee t> =: actual moil arch, Hut PI trailed bad 1. 
promptituch:, tin enterprise. He let ail the epp-r- 
Uinilit't which offenrd iheinsdvc- c*CJipc him, enufrnt 
to keep watch n n Demetrius—when he escaped fmm 
confinement, to pursue and retake him—.1 rid to hold 
lum iri reserve ns a force nf which he might one day 
make use, when it teemed to him that the fitting ume 
was come for It 
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The result of Ills lung proem *ti nation tmij, that the 
war. when rcnrwi-d, was rvttewtxl from the other ■jide. 

Antiochus Siiletes, who had succeeded to the Syrian 
throne on the captivity' of hit brother, I lemui rms, ami 
hud taken to wife tus brother's wife, CkepaUa, having 
crushed Lite pretender, Tryph'm, with her eufctM juice, 
and then with ■nmc difficulty eti f aent subtnliwion <im 
die Jews, fell him elf, in p.c 159, at liberty to nnumc 
the ttUil ^ lte wiih t'arihiji, ami, having made great 
preparationa, ?ct out foe the East with the full inten- 
tbn of rdcasing his brother, and recovering his lo?tt 
provinces. 

It is Imp Hsihk- to Accept without cnmidwiiblc 
rv^rve the accounts that have enmt down to us of the 
force which Antioch ns collected. Aoconlmg to Justin, 
it consisted of no more than eighty thousand fighting 
men, to whom were att:>Lfn;d the incredible mimbcTH 
three hundred iH-nr*.utd a:ii| 1 -f »!|.>w«•!•*, the majority 
>.f them consisting »f cooks, bakers and acton 1 As 
in other extreme coses the camp-followers do but 
equal, or a little exceed, th« number of men fit for 
actual service, this estimate, which triers, them iw-urly 
four times as numerous is enUtleri to but little cntlit. 
Tltis Lite Ilir-triau, Or<«wus, c nr reels tile error here 
indicated; hut his account ta-em* to err in rating live 
Mipemumcntrics ti«s low. According to hint, the 
iiniiwt force amounted to thrive hundred thousand, 
while the camp-followers, including grooms, . u iJ Cr , i 
courtesans, ami nctuis, none no men* Ubu> a third of 
the number. From the two account*, taken together 
we arr [icrhnpj entitled to conclude that the entire 
host did not fall mtirh short of four hundred thousand 
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men. This estimate receive a certain Amount of 
confirmation from an Independent statement made 
inddtjfit.dlr by DWonts, with repeat In llie number 
<*n the Syrssw side that Mi in tile campaign* which lie 
^ttfmat« at three hundred tlumsand 

The army of Pfaraatca, according 10 tm cfetsefilfent 
accounts, numbered no mure than a hundred and 
twenty thousand* An attempt which he mude to 
t;ultst in hi \ v'\t i ft tn.iily of Scyllikn m^r cmu iriV^s 
from tlu_ 1fi. iii‘- beyond Uk us failed, the Syyl}i> 
btutig quite willing t«i latd their Aid, Inn arming ton 
lute it the rcndcEvmti io be of any use At fhir same- 
time a defection on the jHirt of the subject princes 
derived the Parthku monarch of contingents which 
lumally swelled Ws numbers, and threw turn upon the 
support or hr- own O-iiriLrynicii, childly or solely 
Lender tin-drcum^aiMzo it i* iiinie tvuqjritting that 
he Win ible t» collect -i hundred uid twenty tinn^and 
men titan that he dirl Tint succcuri in bringing into the 
Reid ft hinder miuiU;r. 

The Syrian troops were magnificently apjKiiiitedL 
The coiiirntifi soldiers had their military boots: 
fastened w ith buckles or stud* of gold ; and die 
culinary utensil^ in which the fcic*l of ike army 
ivrts cooked, were in many in-t.mcc* of silver It 
seem ®d as if banqueting, rather than fighfrnig* wus 
in be the order of the day- Nut to suppose that 
Ihb lias adtiiilly would he to do the army of 
AnLhxhUi an injustice History, fn^m the time of 
Snnhnapaliti: to th. of the Crimean V is -d 
abounds with instances of the «imcwttne strange ami- 
hi nation of hi*uriran habit- with valour nfiht- hfglt^t 
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kind. N'o dtflrgr of paltimmcry '“an bo established 
a^Ainsl. the Syrian soldiery, who, on thr: contrary, 
Aacin to have played their pan in the campaign with 
credit- They were accompanied by a body of Jew* 
under Jobo Hyreanus, the mi> of Simon and grand¬ 
son of the final Mncodlcc leader, who had been fort cil 
to take up tempo™rily the position of a Syria!) 
feudatory. As they advanced, through the Meso- 
potnhtfRU region after crossing the liuphrntus, they 
received continually fresh accessions of strength hy 
the arrival of oofitingeiits from the Pa it himt triLiuljiry 
stabs, which, disgusted with Parthian nrrugiiitc and 
ocjarwness, or i«rhaps attracted by Syrian luxury 
and m a p iifitefifg, embraced ihe cause of the invader. 

PhraiUes. on his pari, instead of awaiting (ittack in 
the fastnesses of Paribf* or 1 lyrcania, advanced to 
meet his enemy acros* the Assyrian and BabyloBM 
plains, and, either in person or by hi* generals* 
engaged the Syrian monarch m three pitched fat ties, 
in cadi of which lie was worsted. One of the:-e was 
i uglit upon the hank 4 of the Gre-ilrr Znb or Lycus, 
in Ad inherit, not far from the site of A (l»v la, when: 
Antioduta met find defeated the Parthian gcui ml. 
Inflates. rind raised a trophy in htKttiur of his victory', 
Hie exact scene of die other two engagements is un¬ 
known to us, and in no ease have we any description 
of the battle, so that WL- have nu means t f judging 
whether it wn-t by superiority of force Of of strategy 
that the Syrian monarch thuw far prevailed, nnd 
obtained almost the whole for which he was fighting, 
TSh- entire province of Babylonia, the heart of the 
empire, where were situated the three great cities of 
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Babylon, Sdeuclk and (‘le-ipham fell h\lo Ids hands, 
and j further defection of the tributary countries bam 
the Part Irian cans* took place, a dcfcetltm so wEtic- 
the writer who record* it says, with a 
certain amount of rhetoric, no doubt—“ Phmitt > had 
now nothing left to him beyond the: limits of the 
original Parthian territory/ I Is rnammhial however, 
a position somewhen: in the Lower Baliylomatt plain, 
iind >till ©infroiued AihIgcIhia with an anny, which, 
though hc^itEtn, was luml on reliance 

WTten affairs were in this state, Phraatcs, rem|piis- 
ing the |Teii1 of hh posit km* came to the conclusion 
that it was necessary to attempt, at any rate, a diver* 
'liuiL He had *tiU wli.u seemed to hhn a winning; 
card in his hand, and U wa.% time to play it Deme¬ 
trius, the brother of ArttirxJiua, and dtjhrtthe king of 
Syria, was still in Ilia p isviession, watched and carefully 
guarded in the tough Hyrcaniun home, from which he 
luxd twice escaped, but otity to l>c recaptured. His 
wmsld w»il Demetrius Into Syria under an c&cort °f 
Parthian tmep*, who -should conduct him to thr 
frontier and give him the opportunity of recovering 
hh Iclngjdtitn* It would t>c strange if one, entitled to 
the throne by |iis birth, and it* Jivtual occupant far the 
spa<K» of six ytais, could not rally to himself a forty 
in a countiy aJuays ready to welcome ptcUmtUTS, and 
to accept as valid, claims that wire utterly liasdps^ 
Let trouble bneak out in hfo tent, let his title over 
Syria be threatened in S)rrin itself, and Antioch us 
w imid, he thought, either hasten home, or, at flic tcfist. 
be greatly abrtrwri, have his attention dfatracteci from 
Ills a|jgres3Eve duignsL and be afraid of plunging: 

* 
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rkqxrrintu Asia, lest. white gnispjflg at the shadow o! 
iXiWTr, he thfHikl tase the substance. 

Ikmrtriiu and hw Parthian escort set wit, hut the 
distance to he traverwl was great, travelling 
h Slow m Asia. Moreover, the winter time was 
appi tracking, and each week would increase tlvc thm- 
tuUirt fflocemotioiL The scheme of l 1 liraat» hung 
fire. Nr* immediate eiTect followed from .L Anno- 
rims may not have received mtclli^vnce nf the 
impending danger, or he may have thought his wife* 
CleojiatrA. vrliom he had left at Antioch, rouble of 
orjjiint: with it In any case, it is certain that bf* 
mmvin. ni- ante in no way affected by the bolt which 
Phnuiic^ had S.niadtc-l at him. In steal of withdraw¬ 
ing hfe troop-, from the occupied provinces and 
marching them back into Syria, thus relinq.1inline all 
that lie had gained by his successful campaign, »r 
revived to maintain all the conquests that lie had made, 
and to k«p his troops where they were, inertly 
dividing them, on account of their numbers, among 
the various cities which he liad taken, uni making 

diem go into winter quartern, Mi- design was earned 
out; the army was dispersed ; discipline was probably 
somewhat relaxed; *nd the Boldiery, having no 
milita ry duties to perform , amused them stive*, as 
fi,reign soldiers are apt to do. by heavy requisitions, 
anti by cavalier treatment nf the native inhabitants 
Slime months of the winter passed in this way. 
Gradually the dbeomcitt of the civil populations in 
the citki increased. Representations were made to 
Phraates by secret messengers, di.it the yoke of the 
Svrinns was found to be intolcTi*ldci anil tliat, sf he 
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would give the signal, the cities ^erc H|ve for revolt 
Much hidden negotiation must have liken pi.K ■ >re 
a complete arrangement could have been made, or a 
fixed plan settled on. A* in the “Saint Bartholomew* 
fii in the 11 Sicilian \^apers»" as in Uic great outbreak 
.Tg.-iinst the Roman power in A .da Minor under 
Mithrfcbtes of Pont us, the secret must have been 
communicated to hundreds, who, with a rauvdloift 
tenacity of purjKjsc, kept it inviolate lor weeks or 
months, *u that out a whisper readied die ears of the 
victims. Sunk in a delicious lintEtiu of the most 
absolute security, careless of the Icclings and (leaf to 
the grumblings of the townsmen* the Syrian soldier^ 
eon tinned to enjoy their long and pie.ntant holiday, 
without a suspicion of the danger that was impending. 
Meanwhile I'hrafttra arranged all die details of his 
phut, and cututmi meated them to bis conk-dcralei It 
wits agreed that, on ail appointed day, ah the cities 
should break out in revolt; the natives should take 
arms, rise against the sold fere quartered them, 

and kill all, or as many as possible. Hi mates 
promised to lie at hand with bis army, to prevent the 
scattered garrisotis from giving help to each other. 
It was calculated that, in this way, the invader* might 
h- cut off almost to .t man without die trouble of 
even fighting a battle. 

But* before lie proceeded to these terrible extremi¬ 
ties, the Par thia n prince, toucher! perhaps with coin- 
pa-;■dull, determined to give his adversary a chance 
if escaping the fat>: piciom d for him try timely coti- 
erssiorti The winter was. not <wer, hut the snow was 
beginning to mdt through the increa^ng uanuth of 
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tbe sUii^s ray?, and the day appointed for 'he general 

rising was probably drawing near. l t br*mt£5> felt llvstt 
n<* time waf to Ik- !u?l Accordingly, lie sent amb.i3- 
-.iidor-t to Anti(«lui.s to Jjtd|x>*c jicaec, and to inquire 
on wluit term- it would be grant ml him The reply 
of Antioch lift. according to Diodottts, wh* a# follows: 

If pbraates would release his privuicr, Demetrius, 
from captivity, and deliver him up Without ransom, at 
die suite time restoring all the provinces which had 
tarn taken by Paitbia Irani -Syria, and consenting to 
pay a tribute for J’arrhia itailf, [«bcc might lie hud", 

1 wit no! otherwise. 1 ‘ To such Terms it ' as. of coui'm:. 
impossible that any Parthian king should listen ; and 
the amba-tnufcxr* of P hr antes returned, therefore, 
without fin t iter parley. 

Soon afterwards, the day appointed for the out¬ 
break arrived Apparently, even yet no suspicion had 
been excited. The .Syrian troops were everywhere 
quietly enjoying themselves in their winter quarters, 
when, suddenly and without any warning, they found 
themsdv^ attacked hy the natives. Taken at disad¬ 
vantage, it t,v: ir. impi'alik fw them t r » Wane a t iHCCtt>. 
fill resi-slance; and it would that the great IhiIk 
uf them were massacred in their quarters, AiUiochus, 
arid the detachment stationed with him, alone, so far 
, 4 - tit hear, cwtped into the open field .and contended 
fnr their live- in junl warfare. It hud Ixcn the 
intention -if the Syrian monarch, when lit quilted hh> 
station, to hasten to the protection of the division 
quartered nearest to him ; but be had no sooner com- 
menial hi* march than he found himself confronted 
by Pbraato, who »v.is at thi? bead of bin main army. 
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li.win^; m> doubt, anticipated the di- Eim of Autiochra 
,^nd resolved to frustrate it The Parthian prince wa* 
anxious to engage at once, sw hb forte fat out- 
nlimbered tltat commanded by hb adversary; but the 
latter might have dteUrasd the brittle had lie so willed, 
ami have at any fate greatly protfacfaxl the single- 
He hail * mmmlaln n^fon— Mmnt Z*gni\ probably 
— within a >hwi distance of him* and might have 
fallen buck upon it. so frittbij* Hi* I’artbfai Ivcnr^r at 
great disadvantage ; but hewn? still at an age when 
caution is apt to be considered cowardice, and temerity 
to pci^s fur true courage- Despite the advice of one 
uf hi* captains. ho determined to accept lIil- buttle 
which the cmiity offered, Find not to fly before a foe 
whom he bad three tinn:.s default'd Hul the delemii- 
natton of the commander was ill seconded by the 
army which he commanded Though Antioch us 
fought strenuously, be uns defeated, since bis troops 
were without heart and oJTefrd but n pour resistance. 
Athena'Ufr. the gon who had ad vised rctfWb was 
the first to fly, and then the whole army broke up 
and dispersed itself AnlfochitR himself j^mshtsl, 
either slain by the enemy or by hi** own hand. Hb 
son, Scfatfctut + and a niece* a daughter of his brother, 
Demetrius, who had accompanied him In hb ejqpe- 
ditign, were captured. Hb were either cut to 

pieces or made prisoners The curife number of 
those stain In the battle, and in the general massacre, 
wua reckoned at three hundred thousand. 

Such was Lite issue of Urn great expedition. It was 
the i&?t which any Sdeucid monarch cuodurted into 
th»c countries—lit* filial attempt made by Syria iu 
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Jtpomss herself €.r her lost Eastern provinces, 
llcncefi.nh. rnrthia was no further troubled by the 
power that had (ttlhi r lo been her most ttangcioitt and 
mwt - Lir-uuil enemy, bm was;*Ubwed to enjoy, with¬ 
out ntolmt utiim from Syria, the conquests which she 
hod effected. Syria, in fact, had received 50 deep a 
wound liiat -the had from this time a difficulty in pre¬ 
serving her own existence. The immediate result f 
tlie miction of Antiochus and h=- host *-*» tin 
IL-Viilt I‘l Judfcu, cvbii-li henceforth maintained its 
indep.:ruten« uninterruptedly to die nine of the 
Romans. The dwAlliinih of the Stlcuejd.L - .‘rt.re 
reduced to Cilicia, and Syria I’m per, or the tract 
of the Euphrates between the chain of AmattU* anil 
P;ilc:.Lli!r: iiilcmatty. the Syrian statr was agitated 

by constant commotions from the claims of \ariou> 
prctijnrkr. m tin sovereignty e externally, it was kept 
in continual alarm by the Egyptians, die Romans, 
and the Armenians During the si Sty year* dint 
elapsed between the return of Demetrius to his Isiny;- 
dom [it.'-, lift) ami the t»uvwslon of Syria into a 
Roman province <>0. fi* site ceased wholly to be 
formidable t , her tit ighbmi* 1 Irr flnurisluitg period 
was Ejone by, and a rapid decline 'el in, from which 
there was no recovery. It is surprising lha! tile 
Roman? did not step in earlier, to terminate a rale 
which wan but a Utile removed from anarchy. Rome, 
however, luul Other »- H, on tier bands—civil troubles, 
social wars, atid the M niggle with Mitfaridate* ami 
lit-nee the Syrian state continued to exht till the year 
ic 6;, though in a feeble and moribund condition. 

In PartIda itself die consequences of Syria's defeat 
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and collapse were tess* important than might I wive 
been expected. One would naturally have looked bo 
*ce, .14 the immediate result, a fresh development of 
the aggressive spirit, and a burst of energy and enter¬ 
prise jiaraJlcl to that which had carried tire arms of 
MilhrWates l.. tram his Parthian ffoUmssis to Ule 
1 Ivdasfjcs oil the one hand ami Ui the I'.uplir.s'-- -m tu-.' 
oilier. But no such result followed We In-ar indeed 
of Phraates inUndmg to follow up his victory over 
Antiixdius by a grand attack upon Syria—an attack 
to which, if it had t.ikeft place, she must itimobL 
certainly have succumbed 'hut, in point nf fact, the 
retalions between the two countries continued for 
many years after the Great Massacre, peaceful, if not 
even friendly. I J hr antes celebrated the ubseipiie* of 
Antiocbm with the pomp and ceremony befittfag a 
powerful king, and ultimately placid hhi remains in a 
coffin of diver, and sent them into Syria, to find their 
last resting-place in I heir native etitmlry. He treated 
Selcucus, the son of AnliochtM, who had been made 
prisoner In the final battle, with the highest honour, 
and took to wife Antindvuss niece, who fall into his 
hands at the same time. The royal houses of the 
ScfaicitU and the Aritcid* became thus doubly 
allied; and. all grounds for further hostilities having 
been removed, peace wild amity were establish mi 
between the former rivals, No doubt a powerful 
motive influencing Parthia in the adoption of this 
polity was that revelfttfan of in new danger which 
will form the chief subject of the ensuing section. 



VII. 

FRSSSDKt! or THE NOKTHEKN SmrAPS UfOS 
PaATITTa —SCVTHiC WARS OF HiRAATKS li, 
AND ARTAllATfUS LL 

TJIK Turanian or T‘ti:ir met-s by -a Ittdl Central 
and Nor!Hern Asia are inhabited, Have At all times 
constitute! A serious danger to tint inhabitant* 
of the softer South. Hordes r-f wild barbarians 
wander over those inhospitable tegiprou increase. 
mullipK’. exert a pressure on their southern neigh* 
Ijfjiipi, and are fell a- a jxrpCtUftJ menace. Every 
nmv and then a crisis arrives Population has 
increased irryund the means of suLsintcncc, or n 
novel ambition has seized a tribe or a powerful 
chief, and tins barrier, which has hitherto proved a 
sufficient restraint, is (breed. Them issues suddenly 
out of the frozen Ijp'huti of the North a stream of 
(care, uncouth savages,—brave. hungry, cmmllet*— 
who swarm into the fairer anthem regions deter- 
iniiitrdH'. irresistibly; like locusts w inging their fight 
Into a greet! land How .-.itch multitudes come to be 
propagated in countries where life jit with difficulty 
sustained, we do not know ; why the iiu]ui!-< 
suddenly seizes them U> rjuit their old haunts and 
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move steadily in j. £hcn (Hnxlhin, we anittil say: 
but wc v.-e rli.it the phrn-->mdtH>t( Is oin: of constant 
recurrence, .md vie have thus* Come to regard ttv 
being jnitdv curious or s t rati |^c >rt nil. In A-vim 
Cimmerian.“i. Scythians, Gomans, Mongols, Turks ; in 
Europe, Gauls, GdlIis, Hum, Avars, Vandals, Uur- 
KUiulianfl, Lombards, tkilyarirui*. have success ivcly 
iilust ruled the law, and made us familiar with its 
opera lion. “ Inroads of tin: northern barbarians " 
has become a common-place with writers of history, 
and there is scarcely any country of the South, 
whether in Asia or in Europe, tliat has not ex¬ 
perienced than. 

Swell inroad* are very dreadful when they take 
place, li'-nlm of savages, coarse and repulsive in 
their appearance, fierce in their temper*, rude i« their 
habits, not perhaps individually very bruve err strong, 
but powerful by their numbers, ami sometimes by u 
umv mwlc of waifirc, which it is found difficult to 
meet, ]«>uf Into the f-ii.it? of civiUsaUmj, and spread 
havoc around. t)a they come fcw before observed) 
like a flight of locusts, cotttltkss, irresistible—finding 
the land before tiicrn a garden, .me) leaving it behind 
them a howling wilderness. Neither sex nor age is 
spazctl The Inha bitants of the open country and of 
the villages, if they do not make their escape hi high 
maintain lops nr other strongholds, am ruthickly 
massacred by the invaders, nr, at best, forced to 
become their slaves. The crop* are coitntmnl, the 
flocks mud hen fa swept off or destroyed, the villages 
and homesteads burnt, the whole country made a 
icenc of dmolution. Walled towns perhaps resist 
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them, as they have not i ftcn patience enough for 
sieves ; feu sometimes, with a tinned dcLermltmtion, 
they sit down 1 ttdbrc the ramparts.* ami by a pro* 
longed, blockade, starve the defenders into su1>- 
mi^ir-'Ti, Then there ensues an indescribable «ene 
of Woe, rapine, nnrl bhx«fehed. Ancient eilirs 
rich with the accumulated stores of ages, arc ran¬ 
sacked iUiJ perhaps burnt j priceless works of art 
often perish , owillratlons which it has taken 
centuries to build up lire trampled down. Few 
thing:, arc more terrible than lilt tit ■- astatine and 
ruin which such an inroad has often spread over a 
fair and smittng kingdom, even when it has merely 
swept over it, like a pissing storm, and has led to no 
permanent occupation. 

Against a danger of this kind line Parthian princes 
had had, almost from the first, to guard. They were 
themselves of the nomadic race—Turanians, if our 
hypothesis concerning them be sound—and had cs- 
tabUdivd their kingdom by an invasion of the lv|W 
ab-oc described. lint they luul immediately become 
settlers inhabitants of citic they had been softened, 
to a certain extern, civilised; and now they looked 
on the nomadic hordes of the North with the same 
dislike and dkgusi wish which the 1'ersians And the 
Gicc ■ ■ Macedonian* hud ferine rh regarded them. 
In the Scythlutiv of the Tntrtl-Oxiariian tract lhey 
saw an unceasing pent, and one, moreover, which 
was, about the time of Phniates, continually increas- 
itij- ,md becoming more and more threatening. 

Fully to explain the position of affairs In this 
quarter, we must ask the (trader to accompany u« 
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into the KUidtsr regions of Inner Asia, where the 
TiiTAiiiun tribes had their hcadtjunrlcn. ] here, 
about the year It,C tta, a Tunmbut people «Ued 
the Yue-dii were expelled fmm their Territory on 
the vre'-t of Client by tliL- Fliortg-mt, whom some 
identify with the Uun*. 11 The Yoe>chi separated 
into iwij bauds: the smaller descended loulhwafdtk 
into Thibet; the larger passed westwards, arul after 
a hard struggle, dispossessed a j woplc tailed 1 Su/ of 
the plains west of the river of DL The latter ad¬ 
vanced to Ferghana and the Jaxartes; and dm Yuc- 
chi not lun^ aflerwanls rctreatiny from Llie L-siun. 
another nomadic race. pas* d the ‘ Su ' on the north, 
and occupied the tracts between ihi r Oxus and the 
Caspian. The ‘ Su ’ were thus in the vicinity of the 
Hadrian Greeks; the Ywc-chi in the neighbourhood 
or the paithiaus." * On the particular* of this ac¬ 
count, which comes from the Chinese iiiatorians, we 
cannot [wrhap* altogether dujxrml; but there is no 
nca^on to doubt the main fact, testified by an eje- 
wkrtffrs, that tho Ytic-chi, having migrated about tlu- 
period mentioned from the Interior of Asia, had 
established themselves sixty years later {MX 140) 
in the Caspian region. Such a movement would 
ncceisarily have thrown tire entire previous pop id. i- 
tinn of those parts into commotion, and would 
probably have precipitated them uputt I heir neigh¬ 
bours. It accounts satisfactorily for tli* unusual 
ptvisure of the northern hardes at this period on the 
the Hadrians, and even the itirinms : and it 
completely explains the crisis of Par Lilian history 
' S<- Wliicn. 44 ArUn« Avilas*/ 4 p 
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which we luwe now reached* and the necessity which 
lay upon tile nation of meeting, and if posable over¬ 
coming, a new danger. 

In fact, nine of those occasions of {teril had arisen 
to which we have before alluded, and to which, in 
ancient turns, the civilised world wn& always liable 
from an out burst of northern barbarism Wbtitlin 
the |»eril lias altogether paired away nr not, we need 
not Iicre inquire, but certainly in the old w orld there 
was always a chance that civilisation, art, refinement* 
luxury, might suddenly and almost without warning 
lie swept aivrty hy urn merwhidming influx of ^avageiy 
from the North- From Uu reign of Cyaxare-, when 
the evil, so far sw we know, rtru showed rtadf* the 
danger wa* patent to all wise and far-seeing gwemprs 
hath in EttrPpP and Asia, and was from time to time 
guarded against. The expeditionfl of Cyrus ogmnst 
the Mmangdaie, of Daritis Ilvstaspb agaitist the 
EurojR-tiiv Scyths, of Alexander sigainst thr Geta_\ uf 
Tmpui and Prebus acres* the Danube, were designed 
to check and lUUimrhtt r the northern riaf ions, to break 
cheer power, and diminish die likelihood of their 
taking Lbe ofTi n-isW- It was now more than four 
centudsince In tlia- part L-f Am any pudi effort 
had b*t«n made ; and the northern barbarians might 
naturally have cca<od to fear the arms and discipline 
of the South. Moreover, the circumstances of the 
time scarcely left them a choice. [Vciscd on con¬ 
tinually more and more by the newly-arrived “Su 11 and 
Ywechi, the old inhabitants of the Traiis-OxCaniau 
regirma were under the mxr.-c-ity of seeking new 
tsetticfneuls, sind could only attempt to find them in 
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the quarter towards which they were driven by the- 
fiew-eotiier*, Strengthened probably by daring 
iVum am DU;' their cutujucror* themselves, they crossed 
the riven* and the diverts by which tli L > had been 
hitherto confined, and advancing ag*^ (hr I'ar- 
tlnans, B&fetriaiis, and Arimis, threatenfe! to tarty all 
before them. In Bitttria, soon after the establish- 
tnciit of the Grecoawtrfsm kingdom, they bc^an to 
give trouble. after province was swallowed 

up by the invader*, who occupied Sngdiatia, or the 
tract between the Lower Jaxmtes and the Lower 
Oxus, Kilt! lienee proceeded to unite inroads into 
ittietriti jr-ctf. The rich land on the iVlytirin.tU'i, or 
Ak-Su H lhc river of Stimarl. md, anil even the hi"h- 
kmds bctwwsi the Upjier Jaxarle« mtd Upper Oxus. 
were permanently occupi'-i l by Itiratiiau immigrants : 
and, if the Itactrinns had not coini>eitiialed them¬ 
selves fur their Josse* by acquisitions of territory 
in AlVghanlataji and India; they would soon have had 
nn kingdom IdU The hordes were always increas¬ 
ing in" strength through the influx of flesh tribci 
It:,. 1 1 i ;l was pro* d to tin- south eastward, and pre¬ 
cipitated upon iir> neighbours in that direction. 

Presently, in Ariaria, the hordes passed the mmut- 
tiiins, mid proceeding mnithwards. occupied the tract 
below the great lake wherein the t Idincnd terminates, 
which took ft»r» them the name of Sacasmna — "the 
land of the Saka or Scytha"—3 name still to be 
[r^ct-d in the jiu-h-m Scj-tan. Further to the east 
ihev effected a lodgment in Cahill, and another in 
llu/southern ]Hirtfaii of the Indus valley, which for a 
liiitc bore the name of I ndo-Scythia. They even 
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afc$ml She Indus. And Attempted M penetrate into 
the interior of HitidiMarv but here they were meE 
*nd repulsed by h native monarch* about the year 
TIC. Sd 

I lie people engaged in tills great movement are 
called hi A general way by the click'd writers Sacjc 
or Scythe, £*, Scythe They cos b bled of .1 mimicr 
of tribes, similar for die moat part in language, habit*, 
and (Dixie of life, ami allied more or closdy to 
die other nomadic races of Central and Northern 
Asia. OF the=c trib*> the pHncijuJ were the 
Maasa^feta; f 1 great Jils or }<us the* former advirr- 
sarte* of Cynts who occupied the minUry cm both 
tides of the lower course of die Oku*; the Ljahfe, 
who bordered the Caspian above Hyrcama, and 
extended 1 hence to the longinkU: of Herat t the 
Tociurii who scidcil in the momitidm bciwcm the 
t‘pj*. # r jaxurse^mid the Upper Ox us, where they gave 
name to the tract known as Tokharistan ; the Asti 
or Asians who were closely connected with the 
Todiarf; and thr SaenrauJh who n re found connected 
with both the TochBri and the Aslan ± Some of 
Iht^i tribes contained within them further sub* 
division^ as the Dahtc. whn qimprkcd the Pami m 
Affirm, the Fbsvirc and the Xzmthii; and the Sl;i?s;t- 
gefcc* who included Among them Choraamh, AttaiU, 
and others 

Tht general character of the barbarism, in which 
these varioiw mce* were involved, may be i>e>f Seumt 
from She description given uf one of them, with hut 
few differences by Herodotus and Strabo. According 
to these writers, the Moi^agetie were nomads who 
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moved about in waggons or carts, like I be modern 
Kali nudes, accompanied by their flocks and herds, on 
whose miik they chiefly sustained themselves. Each 
mini had i nty <uw wife, but all the wives were held in 
common. They w«r good riders, and excellent 
archers, but fought both nit horseback and on foot, 
and uied, besides their bows and arrow-:, liinies, 
knives, and but tie-axes. They had little or no fron, 
but made their spear and arrow-heads, and their 
other weapons, of hn-uizc. They had also bronze 
breastplates, but otherwisc the metal with which they 
adorned and protected thdr own persons and the 
heads of their horses, was gold, To a certain extent 
they were cannibals. It was xheir custom not to let 
tlx LiHn I among them die .1 natural death, but, when 
life seemed approaching Its term, to oflttr them up in 
sacrifice, and then boil the flesh and fcasl upon it 
This mode of ending life was repaid d as the best 
and most honourable ; surh <u died of disease were 
not eaten, but buried, and their friends bewailed tlieir 
mihlortime, Tt may bo added to this, that we have 
sufficient reason to believe; that the Massage!* and 
the-other nomads or these part* regarded the use of 
po Ironed arrows m wifiuttU legitimate, and employed 
the venom of serpents and the comipitffi blood of 
men, to make the wounds which they inflicted mote 
deadly. 

Thus, what was threatened by the existing" position 
of affair* was not merely die comiocst of one race by 
an'-'thiT cerate to it, like that of tin- Mcdes by the 
Persian*, or of the (.itvcki by Koine, but the ohlite- 
ratiun of such art, civilisation, and refinement as 
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Western .'Y:;in hud attained to in ihe cduihc of ages 
by the eucti. -ivc efforts of rabyknuto, A^yriiuis 
fltcdes, rcrsi.ui*. and Greeki—the spread over simt 
<>f the- f.iires! vegir.im f I lie earth of .1 tow type of 
savagery— a type which in religion went no further 
than the worship of the Sun • in art knew but the 
easitT form* of metallurgy and the construction of 
cart*; in manner* and customs, included cannibalism, 
the use of poisoned weap ms, amt a rdalirtn between 
the sexes destructive alike of nit delicacy and all 
family affection. The Turthiaiu were, no doubt, rude 
and emrse in their character us Compared Villi the 
Persians ; hut they had k-en cfvllbed in citric CKlciit 
by three Centuries of subjection to the Pemian* and 
tile Greeks before they rose to power ; they affected 
t'erdiu manners ; they patronised Greek art; they 
had a a muttering ofGmek literature . they appreciated 
the advantages tff having in their midst a number of 
Grecian iUtes. Many of their kings catted them' 
selves upon their coins ** I’iiiJ-Hflllcncr," or “lovers of 
the Hellenic people." 1 Had the Mn^jagetar amt 
their kindred tribes ofSac-jc, Todlarf, Dahw. Yue-dir, 
and So, which now mimic-.] the I'.nthian fewer, 
succeeded hi sweeping it nfmy, the gradual declension 
of all that is lovely or excellent In human life would 
have been marked. Scythidsm would have overspread 
Western Asia No doubt the conquerors would have 
learnt something from those whom they -object*:1 m 
their yoke; but it cannot Ik suppcJ that they 
would have learnt much The change would have 
been like that which passed over the Western Roman 

1 Limkij, < Umutj and Cniingr «f iIs I’lniJiirr*," p, jij 
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Empire when Goths, Vandals, Burgundian* Alans, 
HcruH*depop ultierl fairest pwiiira* and laid its 
civilisation in the dunL The East vrcmld lutvc been 
barWbs4 ; die grain* of centuries would have been 
tost ; the work of Cyrus, Darius* Alexander, ami 
fjlhcr great tan efuc tors of Asiatic humanity; would 
bravo been undone ; Western Asia would have sunk 
back into a condition not vtny much above that from 
which it had been raised rvvo ihiiusrand years previously 
by the primitive Chaldean > and the A-isyriraus, 

The first monarch tu rec«jguisc the approach of the 
crista and its danger was Phraates II*, the son of 
Miihntbu> I. s and the conqueror of Antlodm> 
Khkte- Not that 1 he danger jife^tited itself to life 
imagination in its full magnitude; but that he first 
woke up to thu perception of the real position rtf 
affairs in the East, and saw Ifmt, whereas rarthia’* 
mm formidable enemy had hitherto tacti Syria, and 
the Sv ip-Maced oais ci power, it had now become 
Scythia and the Sacav No sootier did the pressure 
rd tta nomadi tagir* ui make ittfdf felt on his north- 
client frontier, than, reliqquhhfng al l Ideas of Syrian 
CQUquest.i, if be had really entertained tliem r he kft hi* 
seat. of empire ill Babylonia to th« cure of a Yicooy, 

I lymcru-i, or Evcmcms, and marched tn person to 
confront the new peril The Scythians, applUteiitty* 
had attacked i'arthU Proper from their *cal> In tta 
Oxm region Phraatcs, in hi* haste to collect a 
sufficient force against them* milled in \\b* service a 
[urge bc'dy of Greeks—Bio remnants mninly of the 
defeated army of Antiodiw—and taking with him 
also a strong hotly of Ivudmitt troops* marched at his 

9 




M4 


THE NORTHERN NOIIAT/S, 


bi^i speed ca*Twar<i A war fallowed in tile mountain 
rcgicaj 7 which mvif=r have hinted forerunuyears but uf 
w hich vu; bnvc only the must meagre account At 
Ij'l~iL t] jl'tc wru- Ein cri ment in which the Scythians 
gni the adv.mInge, ami the Parthian troops begun It 
** river and threatcn to break,, whet! the Greek*, win > 
had been from the first disaffected, and had only 
waited for an occasion to mutiny, went over in a 
bodjr to the enemy, mid as decided the hattfe. 
Deserted by their allies, Hie Parthian wdtlkry were 
rut to pieces iiml Plir*jiu> (dm^elf was among the 
dairt The event pro™! that he had acted rashly 
in taking the Greeks with him, bm lie am scarcely 
U- said to liuws deserved much btiinic. It would have 
been surprfchig if he had anticipated so strange a 
thing oa the fraicmbaiirm of a Uidy of lu.vnrious 
and c-vcrr-dvilipttl Greek* with the utter h.n Inmans 
against wlnnnI he wait contending, or had imagined 
Licit sn so reunite a region, cut off from the rest of 
thdr countrymen, they would have veuMrcd to take 
,v *ieji which must luvc thrown them entirely *m 
thdr own rerttntat 

We .hare no htformatinu with regard to the ultimate 
fine of the Greek mutineers. As for the Scythians, 
with that want of energy anti ■ J' a settled purpose 
which dmmetemed them, they proceeded to plunder 
and ravage the ponhn frf the Parthian fadtmy 
which hiy open ii< them* mi, when they had thus 
wasted their rtmigth, returned qnielly to their fuimtii 

The Pjtrthhtn nobles appointed as monarch, in 
place of Ihc lute king, an uncle nf his, named Arta- 
bantn> who i* known in history a* h4 Artabsmts the 
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Second," Hr was probably advanced in years, and 
nii^lil purhnj^ hav. been cacti;-v I, fud lit folded his 

MB, lift TV tied the attack of life fws, and swod wholly 
(>tv the defensive. But he was brave and energetic , 
and, what was stilt more tmjKjrtiviii, he appears to 
have appreciated Lhc perils, of the position. He was 
not anilLTit, when the particular body of barbarians, 
which had defeated and slam hi* predecessor, having 
ravaged Parthi i proper, returned home, in - it -AiJl 
anti wait till he was attacked in hi* turn. According 
to the brief but emphatic words of Justin, he 
assumed the aggressive, and invaded the country of 
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(he Torlutri, one of lhc most powerful of the Scythian 
tribes, which was now settled in a portion of Ihc 
region that had, till lately, belonged to the Hadrian 
kingdom. Artabomis evidently felt that what was 
needed was, not simply to withstand, but to roll 
kick tlto flood of invasion. which had advanced so 
near In the sacred home of lib path it t ; that the 
barbarians required to he taught a lesson , that they 
rniwr it least be made to understand that I'arthin was 
to be respected ; if this could not lie done. then ihe 
fate of llic empire was scaled. He therefore, with a 
gallantry and boldness that we cannot sufficiently 
admire—a boldness that sec met I like rashness, but 
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1 v a» lit reality pruilciicc—wi t hour calculating t«v 
closely the immediate chauet; of battle, led his troops 
ngninitt ■ liter of tile mn-tl forward of the advancing 
tribes. Bui fort tine. unhappily. w.t* advert How 
tile battle was progressing fit art not told ; but at 
appi^re that, in the illicit of an engagement, Arta- 
bunui, who vv43 loading his men, received a wound in 
thtj fore-ana, Frvirn live effect of which be ftiitd almost 
immediately- The death of the lender on either side 
d eel lie; hi the Hast, olmrrnt to n certainty, the i>»ur of a 
eaoBkn We cannot doubt Ihnt the Parthian?, having 
just their monarch, went repulsed ; that the expedition 
faifal ; and that tin- situation of affaire betaine once 
mure at least as threatening as it had been before 
Arts bonus made his attempt- Two Parthian mon¬ 
arch® hail now- fallen, within the space of a few year-, 
in combat with the aggressive Sejths—twr. Paithbn 
armies had ?ufTcrwl defeat. Was this 10 be always so ? 
If it wai, 11 ten Pnrthi.i had only to m-'ke up her mind 
tr> fall, attd, like the great Hoiiian, to let it I* her care 
rti.it she sinidid fall grandly and with dignity. 
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Mmmm.-im tr. vst* hie nomads—war with 

ABMKMA-FIRST CONTACT WITH HOME. 

AnT.\t;ANtTS II, was succeeded on the throne by 
lik .ion, Mithridales 11 .. about the year h,c. 1^4- His 
inijitny achievements were considerable, and [<n> 
cured Him the epithet of “the Great," though that 
title w.vt perhaps better deerved by MitbridaU* die 
pirst, his uiid& However* the reigtt of the second 
Midiridatci was undoubte<!iy u distinguished one, and 
it bj most unfortunate that the account of it, which 
have come down to us, are so meagre and unsatis¬ 
factory. We can but trace lbe history of Part Hi a 
during liis time in ilt genera! outline, with very seamy 
details, and throe not always altogether trustworthy. 

There seems, however, to be no doubt, that his 
earliest efforts after mounting the throne were directed 
to tile quarter where Hit- great daugcr pressed—the 
danger which had proved fatal to his two immediate 
predeem-i>r* ( Ins cousin and hiv uncle. Probably, in 
thus determining, he scarcely exerciser! any choice. 
The Scylhs. after their double victory, would naturally 
take an attitude so menacing that unless immediately 
met and checked, all hope would have had to be 

Of 
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given up—absolute nun would have had to be met 
.iiul laced—Parthia would have been overrun, and the 
rmptra established by the first Mithridares would 
have betel exthigubbt-'d, within twenty or thirty yearn 
of its first appearance, under the ' *»d. The young 
king, perceiving his peril, hent every effort to meet 
and repel it. 1 It employed the whole force of the 
State upon hfe north-eastern frontier, and. in a series 
of engagements, so effectually checked the advance 
of the Scyths, th;,t from his time the danger which 
hod been impending wholly passed away, 1 he 
nomads gave up the hope of making any serious 
impression on the A r sac id kingdom, and, turning; 
iSudr r. U111-^ energsc-* in iDiithcr dirccliort, found a 
vent f -r their suj- rubtmtlattt population in tlic far 
] jvvt ; in Afghanistan and India, where they settled 
themselves, and set up permanent governments. 
Pftrthin tt.ts ;o completely relieved from their attacks, 
that die was able once more to take the aggressive in 
this region, and to extend her sway at the expense of 
the nation brfi>ne which ‘-he had s< lately trembled. 
The acquisition nf parl> of Ifcictria fr 'tn live Scyths, 
which is attested by Strabo, belongs, in all probability, 
I tliid reign ; :md tt is even possible tliiit the extrn- 
sum uf Parthian riommian over Sac&lttuift, or Seistan. 
dates from the -ame period. We art: assured that 
the second Mithridiites "added many natwat to the 
Parthian Empire." As ihe^o were decidedly not on 
the western side of tlic empire, where Mithridntcs 
did not even succeed in <wqM*riK£ Armenia, it would 
licit Llicj. must have lain toward* the Knst, in 
which awe it would be almost certain that they inm-t 
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have been gullying mbc> of Hie recent Scythic 

immigration. 

The successes of Mlthrkiaits in this Humter teft 
>it<n nt liberty, after a time, to turn hi* attention 
mutants the «rst, where, though Syria was no Imigsr 
(btmuhtbl^ troubles <>f various lands had hmhett out, 
which could no longer be safely iiegkxtcil Hymen* 
( ,r Eucunaltt, the viceroy appointed to direct the 
affairs nf the west from Uiibylon by I'httt&s U- when 
he n mm. hud eastward .tgaiti^t the Scyths, had greatly 
misconducted himself in his government, and almost 
shaken himself free from Lite Parthian yoke. He hud 
■reeled tlit inhabitants of Habyton with extreme 
cruelty, ccthdemnlrlg inaiu '.-I them to slavei'y t and 
sending them into Media, twiiWi* burning the market 
place, several temples, aitd other building* of that 
gn-al city. He had greatly encouraged luxury and 
cttnifiiii'incCi had ©Handed many by his exactions, 
,uid ri.’rU'.i the state, if he .hd not actuallyctulm 
die title, of iin iiaU’jJvudi ul monarch Milhritkitcs. 
on reaching the Wc*t, crushed th*JlMCC©t rebelli-n 
Of 1 f yin crus, and having thus recovered dnmiflUm 
over those regions, proceeded to engage in war with 
a new enemy. 

Armen in, tire new enemy, was a territory of very 
considerable Importance, and was hmicefmih so 
mixed up with Parthto in her various war* and 
negotiations,, that some account of the cmuilry, and 
jjCopLc, and of the previous history of the people 
seem- to be necessary. 

According to Justin, Armenia was a tract eleven 
hundred mik- long by seven hundred brood; but 


120 HKtft.Y OF MllHRrCJATP.S 11. 

this re nn extravagant estimate. If we extend 
Armenia frem the Campion ip the range of Taunt*, 
we cannot maJftr its length much more than seven 
hundred miles ; and if we even allow ft to have readied 
from the Caucasus to Mount Marius and the lithe of 
Urumjyeh, wo cannot make ili width mure than fntir 
hundred mite* Hitt, practically, it* limits were almost 
Always much narrower, ibcrin and Albania were 
ordinarily independent Countries, occupying the 
modern Georgia, and intervening between Armenia 
and the Caucasus; the Euphrates was the natural 
boundary of Armenia on the iv^i , .sod Niplutlrc, 
rather than Mmis, MuftK shut it in upon the south 
It* norm ill di men; ions have been already CEtimared 
to this volume at six hundred miles in length by a 
tittle more than two hundred In bread ill, and its area 
at about sixty or seventy thousand square mile* 
There!- no reason to believe that, during the i’nrthinn 
fierfod, it ever much exceeded these dimensions, except 
it were during the fourteen years (JkC, 83 to Gy, when, 
under Tigran es f., it held possession of the dwindled 
kingdom of this Scleiieidax 

Armen Li was 4 country of lofty ridges, deep and 
narrow valley*, numerous ami copious stream.*, anti 
occasional bread pl.iiire—a country of rich pasture 
gs minds, productive orchards, and abundant harvests. 
It occupied the loftiest position In Western Asia, and 
contained the «>ui «. L s of all tlic great rivers of !ht>,; 
pints—the Eupltmu-', tin? Tigris, tin- Halys, the 
Araxcs, and the Cyru*—which, rising within a space of 
two hundred and fifty mtjes tong by a hundred wide, 
flow down in four directions to three different 
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h was thus to this pan of Am what SwitxcTbod is to 
Webern Europe, an dcvalud bigness ration contain* 
ing within ft the highest mountains and yielding the 
water* wliidl fertilUe ihr subjacent FCgioitK 1: Con¬ 
tained a!^> two large Jake*, each .^ciipying it* own 
basin, aod having no connection with any sea—those 
of Van and Urumiych—salt takes of a very peculiar 
cliaittctt!r. The: mountain tracts yielded supplies of 
gold* silver* copper, IcJid^ and oilier metals, beside 
emery and antimony. The 5»il in the valleys was 
fertile and bone revcral kinds of grain ; the Hanks of 
the lad!? grew vines ; -md lie pastures pruduceif liorses 
and mule* of good quality. 

The Armetii.ifts of Parthian times were probably 
identical with the rare* which, atUl umki the same 
name, occupies tile greater portion of 11 ht <r M country, 
and holds on important position among tile inhabi¬ 
tants of Western Asia- They am a pnle nice, with u 
somewhat sallow completion, marked features* and 
diirk eyebrows and bain By their language* which 
Can be traded back to the fourth century of our era, it 
appear* that they are* an Arlan [jeoplcj, but with a 
certain ummuit of Turanian admixture. Their rela¬ 
tions .ire dontf with the Persians than probably with 
any ether race, but still thry possess many notable 
points of difference They are of a weaker physique 
than the Pctmm, slighter in thdr frames, less muacutar 
mid robust- They are subtle, why. withagidit talent 
far c uimercfi but wanting In Gtrcngth, Mamina, and 
ctu In ran re In I fw '.a rlicr t i m es then* were stu -n g ly 
attached r* thi-t r own independence! nfld, though 
seldom able to maintain it for long- were continually 
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reasserting it whenever an opportunity seemed to 
utter. Hul they have non - fur many centuries bocil 
absolutely tjukwcnt, aid are patient Milder the hat h 
rule of the throe r.ices which hold [la m in subjection 
—the Russians, the Persians, and the Turks. 

Historically, the Amiciiimig of to-day cannot bfi 
traced further back than about the sixth century 
"'hen they appear ti* have immigrate ! into tlte tern- 
tnry that they Have from Llial time occupied Pn.-- 
vtrjualy their land was posseted by three powerful anti 
warlike rnot-s,-who are thought to have been Turanians, 
and whi'K from the tenth to the seventh n iitury i.i c, u ere 
continually at war with tile great Assyrian Empire. 
These were the Xarri, the Unmla, anti the Mmmai.oi 
Minni—namci which omRtantly recur in the cuneiform 
inscription*. Tire Nalriwcre spread fmm the mountains 
west of lake Va 11, along both sides of the Tigris, to Uir on 
the Euphrates, and even further ; the Urtirda.or people 
of Ararat, probably the Alatwiii of Hen,.Join- dwelt 
north and east of thi* N-iiri. nn the Upper Euphrates, 
about the ! like of Van, and pinb-ddy on the A raxes ; 
while the Minin, or Mannai, whoso country lay south¬ 
east of the Urania. Iictd the Ununiyeh basin, and the 
adjoining parts of Zagreb Of these dm» races, the 
IJtarda were the most prWW jfuL, and it Wits with tin in 
that tin* Assyrians waged their most hhody , vriri 
Tfe capital city of the Urania was Van, on die eastern 
shores r>f the lake, anti here it was that the kings set 
up the most remarkable of their inscription*. Tin.- 
language "! these In script ions is of h Turanian tyjie, 
und, though It may have fumidled the noa-Arinn 
■ teinrcit in tb modern Annttui.in, cannot have been 
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its main pfogwitor, An immigration must b*\r 
Occurred between the curl of the Assyrian and this 
early part of the Persian period, which changed the 
p-jplllallun of the mo tin Lain region, submerging the 
original occupant* in a far larger number of Arian 
in-comets. 

The first distinct knowledge that we obtain of this 
new people is from the inscription* of Dnrius Hys- 
tospis I.),iritis, after mentioning Armenia (Annina) 
among the twenty*three provinces into which Ills 
empire uss divided, informs ire that, in the swoml 
year of his reign fuc 5205, while he was at Babylon, 
a great revolt broke out, in which Armenia p art id pater], 
together with eight other districts, ft wus m»t lili his 
third year tlmt the revolt was put down, the Arme¬ 
nians, a“ wdl a® the other confederates, making a most 
vigorous resistance Hit? names uf the pcrwin* anil 
of the places mentioned in this campaign ms*ih to be 
Arian, as are the other Armenian minus generally. 
Oft the suppression of the revolt,ami the full estnbl (ali¬ 
ment of the power of Darius. Armenia, together with 
some udj icent region*, Lh came .1 satrapy of the Persian 
Jtinpire—the thirteenth, according to Herodotus— and 
was rated in the Royal Book' ,ia bound to furnidi a 
revenue of four hundred talents—about j£y6,< co— 
annually. From this lime pis fidelity to the Persian 
monarch-' *bhB remarkable. Not only was the money 
tribute paid regularly, bul a contribuifou of twenty 
thousand you tig cult* was Untile e-idi ye.tr to lire Royal 
btud,.*■ 1 ir ,1* appear* without any murmuring Cun- 
ringtnr- nf 1 rr were also mdfly fuml died whenever 
required by ih* Great Monarch: and, through the whole 
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Achamcnfan jjerted, aftr r the reign of P.tri’m, Armenia, 
rcriiatevd perfectly tranquil, and never caused the 
Persian* the slightest alarm or anxiety, 

After Arbcla tfUL 331) the Armenians submitted 
to Alexander without a struggle^ or an attempt at 
regaining independence, and, when in the division of 
his dominion-, which followed upon the Kittle of JpsiiA 
{H.C, ioi ■, they were assigned to Sdcucus, they 
acquiesced in the arrangement It was not until 
Antiochus the Great suffered Ids great defeat at the 
hands of the Romans (&.C. igo), at id all Western Asia 
was thrown Into a fcmieiu.that the Artan Armenians, 
after, at least, fruit centuries of ;>objection, rsit-«! iheir 
thoughts to indrpcnrienct^ and succeeded in er.|.ihlish- 
11 ig an autonomous monarchy. Even then the move¬ 
ment seems I*.’ have originated rather in the ambition 
uf a chief than in any ardent desire for liberty upun 
the part of the iiedple, Artaxias had been governor 
of the Greater Armenia in the earlier portion of the 
reign of Antiochus, and seized theopportunity aff<lfiicd 
by the defeat'll' Magnesia to change his title of satr ap 
into that of sovereign. AntLochus was too much 
occupied at home to toiIhi him . and he was allowed 
at his leisure to establish his- |xnva, to built I a new 
capital a! Artitxala niur the A msec's and to reign in 
pustce for a spate of uh-ut twenty.five year-. Then, 
however, lie was attacked by Antitxrhus Ep iphones. 
Tliis prince <about a.c t6$) resolved tm ati attempt at 
rea^tabliiibtng the power of Syria over Armenia, and 
invading the country with a large army, famed 
AtteiiJS to an engagement, in which he defeated him 
and took him prisoner, Armenia, for the tune, sub- 
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milted ; but jr wag not long before fresh troubles broke 
out When M itlmiLi'e* L overran the eastern pro* 
vince* of Syria about Hi, t^oi, and maeic himself 
ma^tcrin siiccr—in-u t>f Media* Ribyfonia, and K!ym«K 
Armenia w:ih once more thrown into ,t ■state of excite¬ 
ment, and, partly b) r her own efforts, portly, it would 
seem, by Panhian assistanoct threw off for a second 
time the Syrian yoke* and became again indcpeuilenL 
Hits time under an Arsudd prince* named WaghiUshag 
or Vflt-acsat^s^ member of the Parthian royal family 
A reign uftwtaity-two year* is aligned to this immarch. 
whose kingdom h declared in have extended from the 
Omcasos to N'idbu, and fmrn the Caspian to the 
Mecliterrailcan, He was succeeded by a son named 
Arsing or Amees p who carried on wars with the 
neighbouring state of Pout ns, and had a reign of 
thirteen years, pmlwifaly from about JKC 128 to ted r 15, 
Art Itches—the OrtnAfHstUA of Justin—then became- 
long. und was firmly seated oti the Armenian throne 
when Mithridates 1 L f nephenv of Mithridnics I , Slaving 
brought the Scythic war to .1 successful termination, 
detrrmifled about 1LC. idol to make an attempt to add 
Armenia to hte tkuninkms. 

No account ha* coma down to u- of the \mr between 
Ortoadistus and the invaders The relative [lower of 
the two states wns, however* such as to make it almost 
certain that in a collision between the two r.irthla 
wmilii li.ivr tin: advantage ; and a casual allusion In 
Strabo appears n* indicate pretty dearly, thathi peiud 
of fact, the advantage gained was not ifKvumderubte. 
Strabo say* that Tigrans, [heddestfon; of OrtomU^tUi, 
was ft hostage in the hands the Parthian? for ^.tue 
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time before hi tOTc^ion to tht- throne—a itHtcrrrait 
from which if may be oonmientJy Inferred* ihm 
Oria&dbtu*, havim; been worsted ifi battle by Mithri- 
daUir. coudutkd with him nn ignominious peace, md m 
security for the pcrfortnanct; of its icitiu gavchi^lagc* 
to the Parthian monarch, his own son being among the 
number, Still, it is a bo clear* from the fact recorded* 
that Armenia, If worsted, wai for from being titibju- 
gmled—die ended die war by a treaty of pcibCH—she 
mdrnjimed her own monarch upon die throne—ihc 
w-i* not even ^riounly reduced in strength, since 
within fhc space of the m:?ct twenty years* she attained 
to the height of her power, absorbing the Syrian suaie, 
and really ruling f j u Lime from Lb_- GuLt - =l l ui 
Uw share.- of the Caspian 

It cannot have been more titan a few yisars after the 
termination of the Armenian war, which mus" have 
falEen about thy da% of the second, or the beginning 
iif the first century before; our era, that the FartMan 
state, while ^dij under the rule of MfthrldaU^ Ik, was 
for the firat time brought into contact with Rome. 

Rome appears us a fx^muiieiit factor m die politics 
■'f the Vmi somewhat later than might have been 
expected, When, toward? tho dose of the sccuiid 
century EC,, the ambition of the Great AnUodutu 
dragged her unwillingly into Asiatic cjiiamrK she 
i\ J^nboiriiacd herself, a* speedily a* -by could, of at! 
Lit* binding her to A*ia, and made wlut was almost 
a formal retreat to her own continent, and renuncia¬ 
tion of the heritage of another, which fortune pressed 
upon her. For more than hidf a century the p.ilky 
of j kid ten Lion was pursued. Thu various states of 
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Western Asia were left !<■ tijlkrw their nun scheme* 
nf sieir-ajJgnuiilisciucitt.Hiid fight out their own qunrreb 
without Roman interfefence. lint, in course of time, 
the reason-. tor the [tfdicy of abstention ilisappeaictl 
Macedonia and Greece Inning been o.iiqucrcd ami 
absorbed, and Carthage tjatmjtd <UC. 148-145), the 
con ill) ic ns of the political problem seemed to be so far 
dumped m to tender a further advance towards the 
East a safe measure; and accordingly, when it was 
[Kifcxiyotl that the line or the kings of PcrgotolV was 
mining to an end, the Semite set tai foot intrigues 
which had tor their object the devolution upm licum.- 
of the sovereignty belonging to those im uorchs. Tfy 
ilc.vtcroiis management the diird Ana I us was induced, 
in n [tayiufnt ofki: Irllitr’s obligations to die Roniiins, 
to take the extiwurdikiry and wholly uuprecudetitcd 
Step of bequeathing by will his entice dominions a* a 
legacy to the Republic. In vain did his illegitimate 
I tail" brother, A risljdnicus, dispute the validity of !*■ 
strange a testament; the Romans, aided bv Mithri* 
jI:io --. IV. iben monarch of I’outuS. calHy triumphed 
mrer such rediiunct ss this unfortunale prince could 
offer, and, having ceded to their all) the portion or 
Phrygia which hail belonged to the FerganiL-ne king* 
dom, entered cm the p c-sc^lon of the remainder 
Having thus Ixszoim: an Asiatic power, the Great 
Re public was of necessity mixed up henceforth with 
the various mij- ements and struggles which agitated 
Western Asia, ;iml v. - tialundly fed to Strengthen its 
position union g the Asiatic kingdom'' by such alliance* 
as manned at cnch conjuncture tn be best suite I to Its 
inle rots. 
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nitliL-rt,. no had arisen for any direct 

dealing? between Rome and I'arthia. Their respec¬ 
tive territories were still separated by considerable 
tracts, which were in the occupation of tile Syrians, 
the Cappadocian?, and the Armenians' Their interest - 
had neither clashed, nor as yet sufficiently united 
them In give rbe |d any diplomatic intercourse hut 
the progress ,,fthe two empires in opposite directions 
was, slowly but surely, bringing them nearer to each 
other: and events had now reached a point at ^hieh 
the empires tregan to have—or to seem to have—such 
a community of interests as led naturally to an ex¬ 
change of communications A new power had been 
recently devulofied in the*-? parts. Ill tin? nip id way 
so common in the I nst, Mithrldates V. of Pdntns, the 
sun and successor of Kmuc's oily, had, between ItC- 
t arid B-C 93, built up 00 empire of vast extent, 
large population, and aimo t inexhaustible resources. 
He had established his authority over Armaria Minor. 
Colchis, the attire caAcru amst of tin; Hiack Scii, the 
Chersottesus Tmiriw, or kingdom of the Bosporus, 
and even over the whole tract lying west of the Cher- 
aom-sc as far as Uu: mouth of Llie Tyras. or Dniestr. 
Nor hail fliistr gain- contented him. He trad obtained 
half of Paphlagoribi by uti iniquitous comjuct with 
Nkojnede*, King of Bitbyttfa ; he had occupied 
Galatia: and he was engaged in attempts to bring 
Cappadocia under his influence. In this fast- 
men turned project he was afislstitd by the Armenians, 
with wlm-e king, Tigranea, the son of Oitradufus. 
he had 1 about jja'- t)6\ fanned a close alliance, at the 
same time giving him his daughter, Cleopatra, in 
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marriage. Run it:, though die had not yet determined 
Oil v.,1 r «)i]j M t LltTMhilt"- ■l 1 . :ii lx-nt mi rltivnrtjug hi* 

t appadodxh projects and in t«.. jw stmt Sulla into 
Asia, with order* to put down tlic pup pel Icing whom 
MitlirwhUa V anil Tip-suies wti._ ustaWfatftig; and 
to replace upon -lie Cappadocian tlm-in* a ,.-ertaiii 
Arkibwauu-s, whom they had driven from his king- 
tlotn In the execution of thi* commission, Sulla was 
brought into hostile collision with the Armenians, 
whom he defeated with great slaughter, and drove 
Tr-.r,, Cappadocia, together with their puppet king 
Thus, not only did the growing power of Mufirftfai^ 
l)f tv > lllu - ; 4' inspiring krone and Farthia with a 
common fear, mud t» draw them together, but die 
Course of even is had act mi My given them a common 
enemy" ill Ii^raua oi Armenia, who was- npi.ilk 
olinnxious to both of them. 

I?or l'>grarii!s. who, during [he- time that lie was a 
Iwi-iia^e m lhutlua, had contritctcil engagement' 
inward* the I’.irthiun tiuiMuri It, which involved a ecs- 
nun .if territory, and who, on the faith of hi* pledges, 
had been aided by the Parthians in seining himv-lfun 
Ins father's throne, though he made tin cession 
required ..f him in the first instance, had -sin after- 
waul* repented or hi* family. had gene to war with 
ln> benefactors, recovered tile cycled terrimry, and laid 
waste a considerable tract of country lying tvitliin tbo 
admitted limits of die Parthian kingdom Thuse pm* 
cecdin^ had, of course,alienated Mfttirklaies H. ; and 
we may with much probability ascrib-. ro them the 
step, which he now to*k,«if ronding an ambassador to 
Sulla. Oroba-um, tin; individual selected, w^as charged 
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With the duty nf projiosini; nn alliance offensive ant! 
definitive between the two countries The Roman 
reodved tlus overture favourably. but pro¬ 
bably cmittidcned that it tratiscendctl bit power? to 
conclude .1 treaty ; and thus no further result was 
secured by the embassy than the establishment. at 
Ihcir first contact, nf n friendly ttnclcrrUmdinR betwLin 
the two states 

Si kki after this. Tisanes appears to have renewed 
his attacks ii|y>u Parthtii, which in ihe interval 
bet wren B.C g3 und «.c. 83 he greatly humbled, 
depriving it of the whole of Upper Mesopotamia, at 
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this timr called Conilycne, «r ihc country of the 
Kunis, and unricr the rule >*f me of the Parthian 
tributary king*, Rome war t »* deeply engaged in the 
first M jthrklatic war to lend Porthrfl nny aid, evert if 
site had l*ccn so disposed, and Parthia herself seems 
to have 1 «jco suffering from domestic troubles, .1 time 
of infusion and disturbance hiving Ml"well on the 
death of Mitliririau-> II. about lu\ $f>. 

M it hr i'll t' the Second rs commonly regarded as 
the most distinguished of all the Parthian mmiarchs 
after hK uncle Mithridatcs the PinsL lie lias a fine 
head upon hi* coins, with a large m, and a pro- 
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miiwHi Roman nose. Me takes the cpithdi «if 
11 Theopaior ’ mil ” XicaLor. ' The obverse of his 
coitu u ^.fWHMm ly .ulnrri nj with !fit dicing Parthian 
figure with an oulMiufclicd bow ; but sometimes tft* 
hibiis, instead oi thi, a I'u^us or winged horse. The 
military exploits of the prince wert undoubtedly re 
markable, and it is unfortunate for him that the 
record of them i» so scanty, tt U certain that he 
niiulc .1 deep iinprtstiun ujicm the Scythian hordes, 
and thus averted from his country a great danger. It 
iE probable that he considerably enlarged the limits of 
liis empire on the side of llactri.i and IiidiiL Hut, on 
the whole, perhaps his permanent fame will rest 
mainly upon the two facts* that he was die first to 
initiate dv-sc Amu niun war* wilteh occupied so large 
a portion of the Inter I'iirthian bidory, and that he 
was also the first to hiring Part his into contact with 
the moat formidable of all her external enemies, Rome, 
ami thus—though u ith far different intent—to pave 
the way for those many Woody struggles with the 
Orent Imperial Power, which For nearly three centuries 
—from the time of Cm-us to that of Oiracdhis— 
riveted the attmiion of mankind upnn the East. 



IX. 

I.AliK PKJHtOT OF IARTH1AN IIISTOttY—ACCI-SSIOX 
OF SAK.U'KCECfK—i’HHAATi^ Hi, AND KttU'UV. 

Tilt, death of Mithridnit-v II rniroriuttd into 
Parthian history. as tins been already nl^oved, a 
period of confusion and ifetwtoKc. Civil wilts, at- 
Cuffing to one authority, raged durin.; tliia period ; 
weeorxl+ji e; tu another. there wa* a rapid huccussIuh of 
mmuindvc If would soetft that the a octet# rate of die 
Arcaridst- had pretty nearly died out ; anil, as the 
superstition still prevailed, that faint consequences 
wrjuji follow. if any one in whose veins the old blood 
did nut run Were allowed to ascend the throne, very 
aged iriom of the n.yd houfo hud to be v.-ught ■ mt, 
and the royal authority comntitifid to hand* th.^t were 
quite unfitted h i it. One king who has been thought 
to belong in the period is said to have died at the age 
.if munty-six • ; another was eighty at Ins accession. 
Coder these cheunistancei il may well hatc been that 
younger rivals spi.ing up, whet her of the royal, nr of 
some Crater and lust if t stock), who disputed the crown 
with the decrepit monarch^ preferred to the positiim 
by the Megistancs, and threw the whole country into* 
confii.-Jou These quarrels fell out ti an unfortunate 
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conjuncture. Rome had ai teat been famed Ifltrv :» 

, .41 tost with MlthfidilLi ■ I* Ponm*. and this pnr-occu- 

pati. >1 the iwi .-peat power i i.„ i for the moment 

given Attnenia r. frwbsUtrL Armenia,, Under Tignutc-J, 
one of the most amWttoW princes timt ever lived, took 
Immediate advaittoBv of the oocasiun, mid, white the 
MHhrirIntie war was impending, nrul also Hmirtfr the 
eleven years that it lasted ;b.C 85-74 , employed herself 
in building up ft powerful anti cltfaLiisive empire. Not 
content with recovering from l’iirthift the portion of 
territory which he hail begun by ceding to her, 
Tigmnes had, ignite early in hi-s reign, carried hi~ 
nggrussfons much further, had made himself master of 
tuo most important Parthian provinces. Gorrlyenc nr 
Northern Mesopotamia, and AdiaWni or Ihe tract 
about tilt. &il> riv«B, including Assyria f’toper and 
Arbclitis, had conquered Soph nit-, <4 the te"*;r 
Armenia, which wad independent uniter a king named 
Artnina, amt htfd ate- brought under subjection the 
extensive ami vat liable country of Media Atropu tilne, 
which b id maintained its independence since the time 
of Alexander Nor had the*; successes contented 
him. invited inh-Syria, stemt no K 5, by the wretched 
inhabitants, who were driven Ip de$|ierttiiuii by the 
never ceasing civil wars between rival prince* of the 
hous. of the Soleticida;. be bad found no dijnculty in 
■kb'wirhlrig ills In-L remnant of the Syro-Macedonian 
Kmpii-e, and establishing himself *v king over Cilicia, 
Syib, uiid mo t ”f Sinmiid i About )•■ Kf> Lie hud 
dciermTited on building himself a new capital in tlhr 
recently-acquired province of Gordyeni—a capital of 
a vast rijje. provided with nil the tlucilftctt required by 
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an Oriental i'mrt* anti fortified with wall.' such ns 
should recall tin: glares of the ancient cities of the 
ANsyriaim Twelve Greeh disc:* were depopulated to 
famish Tigrinu'^ccrta-—the new capita] tvus called 
—With a sufficiency of Hellenic nihiibltunts ; three 
hundred thousand Cappadociam* wtfe ;tE the sMflk 
time transported thither ; and the popnLitinn 
further swelled by contingents from Cilicia, Gordymd, 
Adiiibcn^ Eind Assyria Prtiper, A royal ^tlnce on ii 
krge veak wa* obstructed in the Immediate vicinity, 
together with extensive jiarta or** pamdisev maeihfta 
well Stocked with wHkl-JHvrl, and well-appointed hunt* 
ing establishments. The walk of the city sire dec hired 
to Have Ij^ecrt seventy- five feet in height ; and the 
in ten lion evidently uji.h to constitute it a ^rtsiidlng 
menace to Sckuda, C-te-iphou, Iktliykin, or whatever 
might tie made Use Part Juju western capital. The 
>upcr<es>ioit of i\irt!iia by Armenia w as dearly drned 
at; and it liras only a slight ^tcji in advance when 
finally Tigrn ms placed upon hi:? coins the undent title 
of the Gt Mt Si venrigw u f Asia—mornUy claimed 
only by the Aradd monarch^—the title of $a&i\ivi 
fi&ni'hdttVK 

Hie emergence of Armenia into the potiiion of n 
Great Power would, under any drcuir^intices, Have 
tended to throw Parthia into the shade- and row, 
icoimng ns \l did when she w&a already Under a 
cWI ( rent with civil disscmhiftf, and guided by the 
uncertain hand* pf 4 g*d and fpehk monarchs, H pm* 
diirc-S her almost entire dnapp^arancti for twenty 
ptfr ffam Ra #9 to RC 69—ainid the rapid 
movements tli.it Mccupy the field >1 Oriental lmtr/fy H 




Am esimtf cpf £.hYaTE<£CE£ 135 

W* seairdy obtain u glimpse of Karthhi, which is 
jostled out uf sight f>v the stronger And burlier farms 
that fill the space, iud i'l -rce themselves an our 
attembn. 

Tt L with difficult) that* by <1inl nf careful search, 
wt .it length flisc..^:r, nr fancy wc discovcj. amnng 
the fierce struggles of the times two shadowy forms 
uf Parthian kingd to place in liriri interval as links 
^nnecting the earlier with the later history. The 
first of these h a certain Miia^ine. of whom Lucian 
appear* to speak* As a Parthian prince who reached 
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the great age of mfiety-iix years, jiiiri whom it is 
impolitic iu insert at any other fjcitnL* The other 
is a somewhat better defined a certain 

Sanntr<L-ces. called also Sfoatrocc* and Smtricu*— 
who hius left Ills name iiimi-m some of his coins, and 
Ls tacntloned by several authors Thi^ Ui^t-muned 
mmmtk Appears to have reigned from H.C 7*S 
to lit 6c), and tlnh tn have been contemporary 

M I'mtrt * hiinlnuf Ur^Ticti lSi ;1 |Lr * ippo^i MnA-HrM It lifl frrtlilj 
^ frirsin H itmri '-.ij'ir 1 .. uUliyilijfcr Jlllij-W?] *0 Li w!ji> « AJ \u" .1 ^AltllJlllI 

UoagaiaU, aral rtlil nut Men*; lo (fill foffctf t* 4 Oicnp S’ftflElil 4 |P 

p, £>- IN tJEtiTUrjiii mat! Ur ojkrttcd to hare GTCfli forte* 


i.(6 SSMiV Qr SAXATtt&Ct.$. 

with Tigranes <-f Armenia, Mithritljitcs of 1'ontus and 
the Roman general, LuculJu He was ^cvt nty-ninc 
years >dd r -ii |yw acec'dait, and it said ti_> hiivc liven 
indebted Pw hi? crown to .lid Lent him in the civil 
^ I niggles, wherein he was engaged with rivals, by the 
Scvthic tribe of the SacaurHce, During his short 
reign il was his s peel'll endeavour to hold him seif 
alo'jf from the ^uiirreb of his neighbour*, ami thus 
escape the fate of the vimlu-n |kk when brought Into 
collision with Iron ones lie entirely declined the 
< ivcrtures of Mithridates for an alliance, which were 
made to him: in Its 72 ■ and when, in SJ* £k|, the 
■vut hail approached liis own frontier, and, the uiuol 
easiest appeal* for assistance reaching him from both 
pnrtkw. lie found il tnifiuvdble U» maintain the line of 
plinr abstention, he had recourse to the expedient of 
amusing both sides with promises, while he lent no 
real aid to cither, l'Imarch tells us that lliis course 
uf action 50 ofTcatilid and enraged I.xjcuIIus, that at 
>mc time it almost induced hint to defer to a nlmt* 
convenient « 5 »vin his iptamd with Milhrifl.itrt an.! 
bis aily, Figrancs, .md direct l he whole force at his 
command against PeitHw. But the prolonged re¬ 
sistance of Xujbfe, (uid the success of MithrkUies in 
fontus Utc. (!>;} averted die danger, and, the war 
rcJliOg nrjftlni'ftnLs, Parthiu was mil yet driven In 
In Ire a side, but frnmrl herrolf able to maintain her 
(]LiUml position for n ftiv years longer, 

l li 1 - turning point ..I the Miiliridntic VV.yr was the 
recallof Lucid he n.v 66 ), and his rep]acumeni hy one 
f,r die "iLMtcrvi Roman generals of ihu fime, Cnehis 
I’ompeliii i’wm|nn-H ,f(_itural*hip shnnr-1 him at 
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ivticc that, so long a* Room* was ohUf^ad to contend 
singli^hatulixl with two -uch jKUcrfol enemies as 
Mrthridatcs and Tigranes, meet- colild not Ik 
ica'iiaiiWy expected. The Pontiuu and Artucni-tn 
kings played into each other’s hands* and between 
them such advantages in local position, in 

men. anrl ert resource-^, that the war might go on 
indefinitely without any clear and decisive issue, 
unless it* conrlitlntiH could In; changed. lie looked 
about therefore to sec whether :< new factor could hut 
be called ill. find a change in tin: balance nf f"nre Ik: 
thereby btoUjjlit About. Mi up it not Part hi a, which 
had rejected the cheap blandishments of Lucullus 
and despised his coarse throats, lie won ever by some¬ 
what more dcxtcMun management* and mure refined 
diplomacy f A Parthian monarch was now seated 

Upon the tlirone who was untried, to whom overture* 
had not yet been made, who at any rite hud not 
c< mi milled Jiim-’d f to Out policy of nlistentiott Might 
he (.. t be fn.n.iiicd upon? Slight not limn to- the 
I hlrd. the: son of SaiiaUverc*. who had just 'uci.Lvdi.si 
his lather upon ihc Parthian throne, he induced by 
a sufficiently tempting premise, to join hr# force* with 
those of Rodil* in the war. and so place the pre- 
pinulLr.nife of military slrtuotli on the Roman side f 
The main tpii-stirm Was, what won Id !«■ a- 4iifiideiitlj 
tempting offer ? I'i mpey thought it rtiotigh 
pledge hbtisdf, that, if Patthia embraced liis uum 
and gave him Hie assistance which lie resum'd. 
Ammitn should at the eml of the war he com pc I Sell 
tn make restilulimi to her uf her lost provinces—she 
should lx* once more pul in | it <^e**'iori of Gotdycnc. 
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and Adiatrint The bait took—I’hrasiti - came IraU- 
the terms proposed—and t'arthift fur the first and tail 
time became a Roman ally. 

The general terms of the agreement made between 
the high oomniclitig parties ‘etnl to ha'c been, that, 
while Home preswd the war against the I'ontinc 
monarch incessantly and without relating In her dfortc^ 
PhnuUes should enter Armenia, ami fmd occupation for 
Tigrane* in bis own country. As Panhia and Armenia 
were conterminous along an extended line of frontier, 
Phraates could make his ac-uiult where he pleased, 
urn) how he iilta^c I It happened that hr bail at hb 
Court an Acme won refugee of the highest consequence 
—ui. less -i person tlun the fr.-u n Prince of Armen ia, 
(J f eldest living son of Tigrancs, who, loving quarrelled 
with hi* father, had raised ■> rebnllinn, ami being 
defeated ItarJ bv-n iWccd to fly, -mcl seek a refuge In 
Partliio, I’hraates determined to take advantage of 
this circumstance. Having completed hi- aminge- 
mem* with Pouifiey, lie. in the year aC G$, placed 
himtdf at the he rd of Ills troops, and, in conjunction 
with the Armenian prince, inveded the territory of 
TJgnnte-' The prince had a fumy in the country 
which desired to ase a youthful monarch upon tln- 
thrtmc, arul was soon joined by a am^idcmhle body 
of supporters. The invading army penetrated deep 
into Armenia, advancing upon die capital, Arto.vata, 
whither ligranes hat! rftrtttUJfl The Armenian 
monarch made, hmvcvvr, no stand, even Hi lib 
metropolis; but. when hi* foes sttU prosed fnrumtJ, 
quitted the city, and fled to the neighbouring 
mountains. Artaxata w invested; but, as die 
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fiicgc promised to be knit;. Fhmatcs. ht-eninc tired of 

aittiitii the place, am] persuaded himself tint 

he had done enough to satisfy Pcmpcy, and might 
safely tranre the young prince, with a contingent of 
Parthian troops and hip own adherents. to carry on 
the war against hi? father. Accordingly, he retinal, 
and the voting prince remained in sole comm ami 
The result followed which ruifltu have Iwen antici¬ 
pated. Scarcely wvi Phraatcs withdrawn, when the 
«jU1 king, descending suddenly from his fairnesses, 
fell H pu« his son's army at unawares. ( fcfaW l It, 
and drove it out of the country. He tints recovered 
full possession of Armenia, and was once more 
in a petition to njiiiiur help to Mithrrifattc* 

['tsittpey; hut the thru-- fur -tvJng effectual help was 
gone hv Porapey hod made such good use of the 
interval during which tiro hands i4 Tigranes acre 
fullv employe*! that in a dngltt eamjwign lie had 
broket die power of Mithridate*, driven him in head 
long !%ht Hfom place to place, and finally forced hi in 
to seek a refuge beyond the Phasis, at Din^utias, it\ 
the tnodcrti Mingiclia. Deprived of his ally, Tigran* 
was ton weak to make further head ugainsr Rome, 
fttu! hie complete submission, in the autumn of itc. r/>. 
left pompty at liberty to settle the affair* o\ the Em* 
at bis pleasure 

The wttlcnumt made was not very Rn^tly m 
liking -f the Mxirthian king. His oid uuverity, i n- 
eMer KenoM, *' 0,1 proptBWl l»oni,«y b, the 
..id of si* ,hnua=.l silver uIcntw-nenrlyA nultoir 
„ ia|( „f our mono,—thrsigl' 'lr|irivivl of bymv 
trhiih WAS mailc Into an actisil Hoimm province. was 
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left in fijtl prissesainn of his ancotnd kingdom of 
Arm cilia, ant! not even mulcted of the vnhiahle 
province of (loniycnc. which be had seized in the 
lime of the acute Parthian distress. 11 U friend am! 

the younger Tignuie^ was iir>t offered the 
petty principality of Soplirnih and when he tefii&il it 
and remount rated, was ^rrt"*tcd put in con fine men t, 
and reserved by Pomjrey for his triumph He himself 
gained nothing by the Roman alliance but the 
recovery of Adiabvnc, of which Ik- no doubt took 
possession before invading Armenia in fi.e. 66 
When he attvmpcd, wit limit Pompeys juTmissioii, t<- 
repeat Hi Gortlyene the process which Inn I proved 
successful on the other side of tins Tigris, Pompey did 
not ccniplc t'» resist him in open warfare—and this 
mil withstanding that the province had been actually 
promised to him as the price of - hi'- alliance, PhrAaUs 
learnt whut Roman promises were worth, when* on 
seeking to repossess himself of Gordynic, he was 
met by Pompey’s It^ate, Afmniiis, who, at the hea l 
of an wind force, drove hh tr-jjjs front the cemntry, 
and jiriM.c--*i1etl to deliver it into the hands nf the 
Armenrans, Policy' might, eonccfvttWy, have lwc« 
pleaded for thin measure, which would tend to weaken 
Parthta, Romes most fanaldabtc rival in the Mast, 
and strengthen Armenia, Rome's nwst cmnvitk'iit 
ally, against her; hue no plea of policy could cxctfcie 
the usd esv in nil 11 offered to the I'arthiiin monarch, 
when PonijN.\ jn his written oonnnuttfctlinns refitted 
him his generally recognised title of “ King of 
Kings” 

There dm I a little duulrt. but that, at llii time, 
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Potupey was bafarttfilg iti Ui> mtuii. with »n inch tut* 
lion \q ihe affirmative silk*, the question whether he 
should, or should not, declare this Parthian prince, * 
Kutnan enemy, and direct the full farce of ihc 
Kt public against him* There was much to attract 
hill) lo the formation of such a decision. Hi* military 
career had been hitherto without a reverse. He bad 
great confidence in hb gt*jd fortune. if not its 
ambitious as his rival. Julius, lie was at any rate 
thoioughly tiesircHis of purring tit the eyes of tits 
countrymen as unmistakably the foremost man of 
ills riuy, To engage a now enemy, and that enemy 
the recognised succesaot of Assyria and Persia in the 
inheritance of the Am.ui lonttacJlt, to tread iu the 
steps nf Alexander, and cany the arms of tht West 
to the shores of the octsm which shot in the world 
upon the hoist, would give him u prestige which 
would elevate him fir above all rivals, and ^satisfy nil 
the dreams that tie had ever entertained of distinc¬ 
tion .srh! ghirv. But, on the oljicr hand, prudence 
counselled absieiitKin fmm a ri-ky enterprise, As 
llic war had not been formally Committed io him, his 
enemies m Koine would mike hb having ciiteml 
it jj ground of tiocueation. He lind seen, merre- 
ovef. with his owe eyes, that the JParddatM were an 
enemy far from despicable, and his knowledge of 
campaigning <i‘h! him that success against them wn* 
by no means certain He feared to risk the l«a» of 
nil Urn gltny which he had hitherto gabled by gresp- 
ing greedily aL mure, and deemed it wiser U» enjuy 
the fruits or the good luck which had hitherto 
nttended him tb.ui U tempi &*»«« "" 1 new field. 
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Jlr tlrarforr, after lum Stating for a while, determined 
final!) on a jinicifir course. He would not allow hinv 
to he provoked into Institutes by the reproaches, 
the" dktutonul words, or even the daring acts of the 
Parthian king. When Phrauies demanded hi* 
provinces, be replied, tku the question ufborrlers wa* 
m±« whfch lay, not between jPnrthla and Rome, t wt 
tietttmn Earth hi and Armenia, Whim he laid ft 
down that the Euphrates properly and of right 
bounded the Roman territory, and charged Pompey 
no i to cwit, the latter said be would keep to the 
ju-it hounds, whatever they were. When Ttgranr> 
nil lih part complained, that, after having been 
roedvt-r! into thu Roman alliance, he still 

attacked by the Parthian armies, the reply of Pecnpcy 
was. that he was quite willing to appuinl arbitrators 
who akould decide all the dhputra between the two 
mltem The modvratmu and caution or thc*c aofiivgii 
jawed contagious On hearing them, the rnomrdls 
addressed resolved to compose their differences* or nt 
any rate to defer the settlement of them to a more 
convenient liin-r,wliua Runic should Ium u itluhwn 
(turn Uie iudgldx>iirh-M*d They accepted Fompey^ 
proposal of an arbitration; anti In a Imri time an 
arrangement was effected by which rcjatfqm <if amity 
were rc-estabJbhqd between the two countries. 

With the retirement of Pompey from Asia In die 
ytfar tkc, 6J. i(te East settled down i n I n a state of 
comparative tranquEtfity. There wa* a general feel¬ 
ing that time was nectary to recruit the strength 
exhausted in the fierce and rtariguiuary wan- of the 
Isoit thirty years, and a general imprest Frio that 
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further content ion would only advantage the common 
enemy—Rome. Ttorue hud now 10 be looked upon 
ai pertnandU neighbour, securely lodged in Cilicia, 
Syria, and Cappul'WM, biding lwr lime, and at any 
iiiumcnt ready to lake adunlii^.' »>f any false dcji 
which, tnighl \yC made by any of the Asiatic kin-- 
dnms Partlua, as having the mo >1 to lose, hatl the 
most to fear j but Armenia was stiil mow exposed to 
at!itck, and might exited lu be assailed first. I he 
other minor j rowers could only hope to escape de¬ 
struction by rem'lining r[iiiet, ■mil olTiinliJ no [no, o- 
catiun to the stronger states in their vicinity, 

lint external tranquillity in Partins was only too 
apt to be tin.- precursor of domestic disturbance. 
Within two years of Pumpey'a departure from Asia, 
u conspiracy wrn (urine*i the life of l In - 

which resulted in his assnsstnallott Hi" two san>. 
Mithridatcs and Orodei*, plotted and effected tu> 
destruction, for what reason, or on whttt pretext, we 
know net Phi mile,4 hatl held the throne (hiring a 
time <■:' difficulty, and had ruled, if not with signal 
uictxss, yet on the whole with prmktica and v igour. 
He had shown himself an active commander, a fair 
strategist, a successful negotiator. He was apparently 
in the" full Itcwse^icm of all hb powers and faculties 
When he was struck down. It svtms as if five motive 
of il w parricide must have beet! inure personal am!d- 
tioil. that unnatural longing to thrust a parent from 
his rightful place which lias loo often produced such 
tragedies, mure especially iu the East 

Mithridates, the cider *«, obtained the iluonc, but 
freely succeeded in establishing himself firmly u^n 
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it. Very uai'iy m hin reign lit became jealous of hi* 
brother and fdloVV'C'inHpiratnt, * )r« *ic\ urn I drove 
him into b.imrdimcm ; while at the same time he 
treated a large number c*f the Parthian noble* with 
cruelty. The Megistane* consequently dejxiscd him. 
and the Item Hi aiy r< iidixc-in-chief brought back 

Ottide* from exile, and <t him «|t as king irt lib 
bmtberV ro nit As same airopensitfoti for the lews 
of U»* independent sovereignty, Mithridau* vra* given 
the government of the important province of Media 
Magna: ami. had he been content to remain in Uus 
subordinate pudtimi in- might probably have lived 
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nut the full term of hi- natural life in peace and ;juicr- 
nesa. But there arc tcmficniniriit.* which nothing but 
aetu;ii kingship wEU content, after they have tutee hail 
a. taste of it, itml live temperament of Miihri dales 
would appear u. have been of this order, lie was 
tailing tin army with a view to the recovery nf his 
lost throne, when Onxks, having become aware nf 
hts intention, marched against him, and crushed his 
nascent rebellion Mkhridales lutfl to <«>*?. the 
frontier, ami place hlmsdf under the protection of 
the nearest Roman proconsul, who hapjxmed to in,* 
Gahiiuu.-, governor of Syria, who had obtained his 
post through rhe influence of Potnpcy. Gqbinius, 
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a molt of moderate abilities* but of vast ambit ion, 
readily received the fugitive, and for a time eontem- 
p] cited an immediate Invasion of die Parthian territory* 
.iiid an altempt to f rcc back MithmUtt-H upon hi^ 
unwilling subjtxU The exjtcdittmi would probably 
have taken place, had it not happened that Just it 
the Lime, the Syrian pri.iconsul received another invi¬ 
tation from another quarter* which, on I lie- whole* v. ,ls 
i u ■ j re t m pf hi r i,. Pt > dei n y Ante to f "the flu Ll-t °' , 
expelled from Egypt by hE e^isjHm^l subjects, 
having obtained die c&muennrsce sine! patronage of 
Pmnpcy* presented himself before Gab in his in the 
spring uf b.c. 55* am! besougtil his |x>werful assistance 
in recovering hb lost kingdom. The price which 
he was ready to pay for the Wn Mined was a mm 
nearly equal to two amt a half million* uf *mr money 
.twelve and a half million^ of dollars) Thh ofitr 
dazzled Cabiiiius, arid almost persuaded him; but 
die opposition made by hiw officers was such as might 
perhaps have induced him to decline it. bad not Lite 
Iftfhlttice of the young Mark Antony, who was in his 
camp, fjecn exerted 1 in favour i t Auteurs, and Ins 
representations tun led tlie stain in favour of the 
Egyptian venture. Mithridatc?, whose hopes had 
been raised to the highest pitch-, was thus left to bear 
as he mu gilt his cruel disji|ijKiifi£m.rnt It is surprising 
that he did not nUngetlirr succumb, bui it would 
xrem that he -slitI fancied he saw A [w.ssihl* chance uf 
miesra* The wild Arab tribe* recently titled by 
l ignuies in MesfpjK«lamia were willing to espouse his 
cause, and the great cities of SdeuciJi and liahybn 
Appear to have aUo> declared in hfe favour. L'mfcr 

XI 
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tfiesn drciimutTvncc- 1u? threw hlrasdT into Hiibytoo, 
«iul ther^ endured a loii|» siege at the hands of liin 
brother Jt 11 ns not until fiwd failed the gwrfcon 
that a surrender was deter mined on. Then «t la--t 
Milhriikti-s Irusiim; that the lies of blood v -uld 1»- 
taken into conddrjutiun by his adversary, and would 
druse him to he spared thp usual penalty of rebellion, 
allowed himself to fall alive into Onubt*' liatuU Hut 
fraternal affection was mi strongly developed aitwig 
die Farti.mui OixkIcs, having dedureri that be 
place 11 the diiifl) of country nhovc those of kindred, 
caused the train f who had sought aid from Rome t® 
txr instantly executed iri his presence Such was the 
end of the third Mithridiiis, a weak and selfish 
prince, with whom it is impossible to feel any iym* 
patity. 
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tiROT FXmifTlON OF OlASSUSi AdAtKST FARTHlA, 
AM) ns tAILUKE-—ILEJAU VfURY lUilU VS- 
PACO KU3* 

CltASgys—or t to give him his full name, M arcus 
iJcmhii Uitui^huiie ur the foremost Romaic 

of Ida day. tffti next her a great mail, nor a great com ■ 
inaiifJct. Sprung front a liable stock, and Ihe *.m of 
n respectable £aiiicr« htr lint became noted for hi? 
^kill and success in iimory-gctting, an employmnnr 
hi which for many years \\c devoted ail his energies, 
and which he pursued with an ardour and pcr*evvr- 
amcc that made sucft&s certain, The tune* were 
favourable fw the quiet aceumubtitm of a fortune 
by commercial methyls* The civil dirugglcs, through 
which Kome was passing, wot accompanied by j 
cofilimid succcsij .ri of forfeitures* confij^catLoiis^ -md 
forced which gave an op^irtuttltj^ even fur 

nuttfrratc capItal^Up within a comparatively short 
spact, % jmltdou* investments* to be^mc men of 
lor^c Wealth Cou^U9 allowed no cun^idexuJmiis tsf 
compassion, or frkiiiUhip, or delicacy to hamper him 
m his tiaM r iims ; and ilia result wju that m course of 
time lie came to l><- the frgul owner nf the gji.il e 
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portion of the -Mill on which Rome was built His 
other possesion* wot in pnrpMtiott. He lutd mines 
which were rich ami productive, ferule ami well-culti- 
voted estates, and, above all, an enormous (lumber «f 
valuable slaves. IUa own estimate of the worth of 
hb property, shortly before lie started on his expedi¬ 
tion, rate l it at alum: seven ihntromd talents, or more 
lliaii a million and seven hundred thousand lvrtglish 
pounds. 

In Rome—of ul any rate in the Home of this time 
—wealth led, almost of necessity, to pulilical distinc¬ 
tion. An en nm -us expenditure was needed in order 
in obtain the highest "ffi<.cv of the state, ami tht-ic 
offices became naturally the objects of contention 
mwm ig the most opulent men. The wealth oft rxssUS 
thrust him into a prenninem position, and the position 
gradually awoke In hint those ambitious longings 
which do not sevm tu have troubled liirn during his 
youth. After a time he began to court popularity, 
,iud to endeavour to outshine the other political 
favourites of the hour. He came forward as a pleader 
In the courts, undertook causes winch others declined, 
,otd showni himself especially rcnlwus and pains*’ 
lakmg. He threw his house of mu to all, lent money 
frcdy to his friends without requiring interest, and 
cKcrdsed a wide, if not n lavish, hospitality. In this 
way hr- crept on into office, and b}* degrees worked 
hi- way up to tile highot grades. There, the talents 
that Ite displayed, without being brilliant, were re¬ 
spectable. He cutne to l*e reckoned shrewd and safe. 
At last, lie was put on It par with Ihc highest candi¬ 
dates for political power, and, though really quite 
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undeserving of die position, «a-'- 11 bracketed " with 
Cmsur and Pcmpcy in the so-called “ Hist friuin* 
virate.” The consulship followed (tu‘ SS: as a mutter 
<if course, 4till when, ■>u rite lots being cast, Syria 
came nut m his pffOldhCe," CmssLi* found himself 
exalted to whait wa^^rarthaUy.llie first lotion in 
the stale. 

Thert is retuen to believe that, for many lung 
years, the ambition of Cmssus, and bis jealousy >>{ 
Uu- 1'tliLT chief political leaders, Cs^jccinUy of iVmipey 
anrj Caesar, had been growing and expanding. It 
was particularly in military renown that their repu¬ 
tation excelled Wsi and it w»* consequently in tliis 
respect that he was most anxious to place himself on 
their level, if not even, as he hoped, to excel and out¬ 
do them. In the position now assigned him he 
ill ought he siaw his opportunity. flu- project of 
Cabinius had gut wind. and it had Hushed up>n the 
imagination of OasaUs llfiw grand ■; thing it would 
be to reduce under the Hotninifiti of Rome a wholly 
new country, and that country the seat of an dent 
empires, and rite scene of the highest triumphs of 
Alexander. Like many another in,in uf dull and 
plodding temper, Ct»«w no M-amcr allowed the desire 
.if gU.ry to get a hold on him, than hi* unstable mind 
was earned alt lengths, and indulged in flights i)t the 
most Wild and irrational character. Instead of wait¬ 
ing till he hail reached his province, and examined 
into the position of aflkirs, before deciding IlOW he 
,v..n 1 d ac:, or what cuterprie he would undertake, 
Craattlft immediately began to Want among his friends 
of Ms designs and intention?-. He ?pnke of the w<ifs 
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which T.unillih had waged atr-dust Tigrancs and 
l-ompey against Muhriilatt^ of V- iiu- tttUb 

play, and declared lliul he hm not g.dug to con- 
i.,*iu himself with such |jsiltrj. r conquests a* Intel sati'- 
fieti them; Syria did not bound his horizon, no. nor 
Pnriltu either; It was his inicflUon to cam' lire Roman 
arm? to Ikictrtn, ImHa, and ilws Kiniarn Ocean. The 
tnnm prudent mnnng the rtahamtsi of the Republic 
romonstniteil. but hi wfcu HbGrfcnds atid fbttcms 
applauilcd ami enemim«crt him. Even C-usar, n* thing 

tv Iirtp lottMnls the tknttifaU oT a FCpufcdtitKJi 
wrote to him from Gaul to fan the ilutne of his 
ambition ami stimulate his liupes. t ra«tw hurried 
tm his prepitfations, ami. though the tribune Ateiu* 
ciukmoured to deter him by a solemn curse, and 
even, Iwtl the other tribunes permitted would have 
arrested hh step* ftt the city gates, fcft 
weeks before his consulship had expired, and, despis¬ 
ing alike warnings and omens, set tail with a large 
Heel From Ihiwdusium. 

'Hie journey of Crassiis from Brundusium to the 
Euphrates wa> pf^iwrou* on the whole and unevent¬ 
ful, He lost a certain number of his transports tti 
crossing the Adriatic, which, as it nlomrly mid- 
November, was not surprising. Landing at Uyrrhn- 
vhium, he pissed through Macedonia and Thrace to 
the Hdle*j*itu. and thcncc through Asia Minor info 
Syria where hr tstuiiHuhed hini-ndf at Antioch. On 
|i, : s way he fell iti with an old Roman atly. Deled.inns 
Kin-: of Galatia, who happened u>\»: building a new 
city on his line of route. As Dcintarus was far 
advanced in years. Cnssti-. forgetting Ids own age, 
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indulged in a joke at Ills expense : " You begin to 
build. Prince" hu- ! r “ rather late in the day 

wluntto the other replied with the retort " And you, 
too. Commander, are not beginning very early in the 
morning to attack" the Parthian*." 

During the time that Cmssus was making his 
jKrpiimtiiHn at Ruttic, ami the further time that tie 
>jK*nl upon In's march. Ouxlo, the I'mthian monarch. 
Had an ample sjiace for forming his general plan of 
campaign at his leisure, ,iid making ready to receive 
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his enemy. Kot only was he able to collect his native 
tiwjo from all farts of the empire; -mil to arm, train, 
and exercise them, but he had an opportunity «r blu¬ 
ing over certain chivis ujmn hit- border-, who had 
hilbrrtu lieltl j semi-independent portion, and might 
have been expected to welcome the Romans. The 
rnosl important of these w;ts Abgarns. prince of 
Orlioette, or tlic true l lying cart of the Euphrates 
.ibrait the city of Etkuvi. wit* had been received into 
the Roman alliance by [Ynnpty, and wus thought by 
the Romans genera!!; to tv well disposed to ihdr 
cause. Grodes. however, persuaded him. while still 
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remaining' fwfc^cdly u Roman ally, to give fn secret 
Jib best vcrvfces to the Puiihkm w)e Another chief* 
Akhaiubniu^ an Arab *hdkh of these parts, who had 
i nti.dc his cubmijssirjTi !v Rome even earlier dooming 
otninod that Burthia was the stronger pawer of 
I he twy, was at the «uul; lime gained avis*. 0mric& 
held hiimelf tin ibis defender., covering the imjiujtam 
chits of Subuciu nrnl Baby tun with Ins !rvw>|i* H mut 
waiting to ^ in what imv Cmi>U3 would devdrrp 
hb attack, ami by what route he would advance ioti• 
the interior. 

The proconsul was at first in no hurry. IT is old last of 
gain ouiid uj^in him,and after contmidiigliunwlf with 
si mere iccoimtil^mco fn Mevipuianiui, where he 
defeated a Parthian satrap nl kiirtfe otl fh ti BoHk, atitl 
rcrchud the vdlliUoiy siibrnrirn "f a number nf 
^mall Greek towns* which hi- yarrw:irirxi K he relnured 
lik step ere ihr: yea/ was half out, and gave himself 
up to a seriifc* u( discreditable but "very htcrallvt ' 
translations. \t llmnipnlj*, or RiimhycL-, where wan 
a famous temple of the Syrian goddess Aiergntfn 
or iJcrkefo, he enteral tile sbrine, carefully weighed 
all ihi; offerings in the precious nrtiaU, and then 
relhlcssdy carried them off Having tidings of the 
treasures aritl remaining in the Sanctuary of Jehovah 
at IdnsJLkni, notuhhstaJtding Poiopcy's sacrilege, hr 
paid the dty a vMt for the mere piirpOM of plunder; 
rirlvd tiie sacred ttnuaiuy, carried off the golden fima- 
menh, ami himself by a perjury of a bean* 

of solid gold of 750 pounds weight In the other 
cities smd state* be professed to make requialriorta of 
men anil tuppliiN, but let it be understi-t-J that fn all 



PROPOSAL AM»£ BY ARTAVASDPS. 153 

lit: was willing to accept, instead. a composition in 
money One Greek town in Mesopotamia, which re- 
M'stod hii* .irm 1 . Ik- took by storm arid Sacked, alter* 
wmrd» selling .ill the mluhiuni*. who survived the 
sack, ns slaves. 

Thu? passed the autumn anti 'winter of JVC 34 
The sprint; of Itr. 53 arrived, mid the avaricious pr»- 
consul begun to see that he must absolutely do some¬ 
thin}' to justify bia high boasts. Cscsar hud sent him 
from Guul his driest son, a gallant youth and good 
officer, who was burning to distinguish himself; and 
his tjiKbdnr, C Cassius I auiginu-*., was also a captain 
of repnti n hn would have been ashamed to return to 
Rome without having (lushed his aword up" n *irae 
worthier enemy than a handful of miserable Greek 
colonists. Artavasdes loo, the Armenian kilt", the son 
of the younger Tignwies. was amtiuun that eo huge a 
Homan army a 1 had been collected, should not quit the 
ncrglibnirlinod without striking I 1 at thin a blow that 
might seriously weaken. If not even permanently 
cripple her With the first appearance of sprtny he 
came into I he cwnp of Cnmb, ami made him the 
offer of ail the resources of his country. He promised 
tile assistance of sixteen thousand cavalry, of whom 
ten tb'*u.''iii , l should In? equipped in cumpktc armour, 
,Ui<! nF thirty thousand infantry, at the smic linn, 
^ttnngly urging Cracow tii direct III* march through 
hi* own friendly territories. w«!U ,U[ip!k*i with wator 
and provisions, and abounding with hills aitd fireams, 
«uJteil to batik 1 he inaiueuvre* of the- ti rriblt Parthian 
horseman. A march through Southern Armen in would 
conduct to tlte fiead streams of the Tigris. whence 
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therre wus an easy mute through n fertile and fitacik 
cable country down xhc course nf The river to Seleucm* 
CtnipliOllt tlie double Par thian capital. Seleuda 
might be ex |ik t ted to welcome the Kumncka a* Ubem- 
UM ; anrl there Mtn ulher Grecian cities upon tin: 
mritc that might laid import ant aid. The Armenian 
proposals bid much time was tempting about them, 
and there were not ve-mting some, among tho mope 
saber of tlnr procotuiur? advisers, l& recaurnumd their 
aoecptmeB; hut hv himself Fait tiitmjtcnul by the 
situation into which he had brought himsdf by hb 
movements of the preoeifing year, which had led to 
hk placing garrisons in the various dtii^ of Osrhocntp 
whom lie could not now leave to the tender mercies of 
the enemy, Ik therefore fdt compelled to drclim? tin - 
««fTcr?i of Anitvasde* p run! it was probibl) with 5omc 
filing of o(Fence that that prince quitted hi> camp 
and returned lmsiily to his own eounm% 

On die part of OkkIch no important movement wm 
iruuk during the winter se&^n except hi* de-juitdi of 
*11 tzabmzy to the )mxonsul t which secim 1*' have 
hem intended rather to eXuspcrftUt him than lir 
induce him to forego fm aUncL The Parthian 
monarch, d may 1* suspected, had begun to cfcspbc 
hifi enemy. tie would natumtiy compare him with 
Lucid I Ui ami Foinpcy, nod when the whuk of the 
first year pa&scd by without .mytiling mure important 
k ing undertaken thru a raid into an outlying province 
ilid the occupation of few msignifkant and ainaffixtod 
rciwn^ he would be;: in to understand that a ivotimn 
army, like any oilier, was ronnnluble or the rsver^v, 
according it wat ably or frtrhly commanded Hi? 
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would know that Crass u* was a Kc-Nsgenarian, and may 
Inn, hciinl that be had rarer yd shown lumsclf a 
captain nr t-vcn a soldier I'erhajw he almost doubted 
whether the proconsul had any real intention of pn- 
«:n;; the contest to a drcisinivand m«hl tint rather Ik- 
expected, when he bid enriched h imself and his troops 
with Mi -oputamian plunder, to withdraw iiie garrisons 
aernw the Euphrates, Under these circumstances. 
Grades. in tin* early spring, sent an ttllteay t» the 
Kumar camp, with -i mc^ge which w.:- well calcu¬ 
late} tt> Ftir to action the most .ind 

spiritci 1 or commanders. "If the war." said his 
< ntijys,was really.'Waged by Rome, it must be fought 
out to the hitter end But if, as they had good reason 
t,p bdievt, Cra—115, against die wishof hi-, country, had 
attacked Parthia and seized her territory far hi 3 own 
private gain. ArSaCC* would Is moderate. HcwihjM 
lm\e pity on the advanced years of the proconsul, 
anti would give the Romans back those men of itidrs, 
who were not v, Hindi keeping Watch in Mesopotamia 
n:> having watch kepi tin them" Cras-UR, stung with 
the taunt, mode the answer so significant of the pride 
that goes before a fall lie would give the amhnssa- 
dues his response in their capital.'' Wngtses. the chief 
envoy, prepared for some sticli exM.it fan of feeling* 
mid glad to heap taunt on taunt, replied, striking tin.- 
palm of one hand with the finger- of the other : 
u Hairs will grow here, Cmsfiw, before ynti see 
Selene ia, M 

Soon after this, before the winter could well be said 
tn Ik: over, tl".- offensive was i.ilten against the Roman 
garrisons and adherent* in Mesopotamia. The towns 
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occupied wen? attacked by the Parthian* m foroe, 
iin<] though it docs not *e«m ttat any of them were 
recovered, yet all of them were menaced, and all 
suffered considerably, The mure timid of the ile- 
L-tiiJens made their from ■.[ them and 

hr. night to Lhe Unman camp an exaggerated account 
*>f the diflkitltfejj of Parthian warfare " The imcmj'." 
they aaitk ** were so rapid In their movements that it 
w &- tmfhjjsibk' cither to overtake thr:m when they Red 
or to them when Uicy pursued ; thdr arrows 

sped faster than ir-mld follow, and penetrated 

every kind .if defetue, while tlitrir niiiit-clad horsemen 
Iiiui ivciipona that would pieroc through any armour, 
;uifl armour that defied JTur thrust of every weapon." 
( ii-iii.li fable alarm H is excited by ih to niimuirv an 
alarm which was reflected in the report v of mifiivoiiT- 
nhk omen* (wiring from the mguml staff; but the 
proconsul luid by this time made up his anti cl that 
something must be risked, and that lie could not face 
die storm uf ridicule that would meet him at Kynv-', 
if lie did not fight at least one great battle, 

A campaign u.is therefore repaired upon ; 

hut it -t ill remained in determine the line of march 
Armenia had been already rejected, partly as too cir¬ 
cuitous and involving ;tu unnecessary waste >jf time, 
but mainly as implying the de*etttwn, and so the sacri¬ 
fice, of the troops which to the number of eight thou¬ 
sand had been left in Mesojxrtajxna the year before. 
Crassus felt lx mini to support his garrisons, and so tr> 
make Mesopotamia, and not Armenia, the basis of hi.'* 
operations. Hut there were several lines of route 
through Mesopotamia, fn tile llrd place, there hm- the 


HIS ADVANCE THROUGH HRSOPOTAMA. * 57 

lint: best known to the Greeks, amt through them 
tast J.inswii to the Rostiiitts — thatof Liu- Euphrates-— 
which had been fttmiutrd by lAm- iJil- Younger in the 
cxjH.-dilion against In- brother, wherein ls»> had lxvn 
accompanied by the Ten l*hott3andi Along this line 
water would be plentiful i forage and other supplied 
might be counted un to a curtain extent: and the ad¬ 
vancing army, luting It* right ujxifi Oil- river, could 
not be -mr rounded. AtudJn-r was that which Alexan¬ 
der had taken against bonus Codommmii..— ihe line 
along the foot of the Mon* Mas i dr i^Karajuh Dag It, 
by Edossa and NisJbis to Nineveh. Here, too, water 
and supplies would hmvu been read it)' procurable, arid 
by clinging to die skirts of the bHIs Live Roman 
infantry would have bd'tl able to rtet live i’iirihi.m 
cavalry at defiance. Itclwceti these two extreme 
courses tm vhe right and l<> the left, were mimcmutf 
slightly divergent lints across the Mesopotamian plain, 
all uf them shorter than either of the two above- 
meutbftcd luute* and mum d(Teriii|: any great advan¬ 
tage over vhe n-malmkr. 

I In- original inclination of f r;i-stf*| seem- tn hi.ve 
btifd to fellow in the trail: of the Ten Tin'll wind. He 
crossed the Euphrates at; Zeugma (Uir or ltiichjilrh in 
about latitude 57°. »t the head of se\cn legiims, four 
thousand cwolry, and an equal number of dingers 
am! aretlen* anfl at first began his march along tile 
r,v;rr hank. No memy appeared In sight; and Ms 
sc uis brought him word that there wn none to b- 
scen for n long dfetande in front; the only trace* thisi 
appeared were huoihous tracks of tune* in rapid 
retreat before td* advancing squadrons. The news 
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was considered to lj'.- good, ami the soldiers munched 
forward cheerfully, The same dm-ttinn whs main- 
taiiH’J ; ItUt pre-xml ly, Aligimi*. the O-irhncmtin ?hcikh F 
miiik- lii, appearance, nnd hud a conference with the 
proconsul, wherein he professed the meat friendly feel- 
irt£«, ami strongly recutmiicntfAi art entire change of 
Liclics. “ Hie iVlhlantv* he said. "did not Intend to 
in»ke a stand; they might do so Inter, when the king 
had ootEcchd nil his forexs; but at present they were 
demondta'd, and were thinking only of quitting Meso¬ 
potamia, Jim! flying with their treasures to the remote 
regions irf Hyremitn and Scjlfek The king ws> 
already faraway ; tiu- mulct hi*: was in full retreat; 
only a rearguard under a couple uf generals, Suren .1:- 
and Silhcey -rill lingered in M■ ^ijjntnmui,and might 
be within sinking distance. Crassus .should give up Ids 
cautious procrtttliny-, and hurry on at his l:« M ; 

lie would then probably succeed in overtaking ,md 
tutting If I pieces the n irguncd of the great army, 
a %ing multitude encumbered with baggage, which 
would furnish a rich spoil to the victaisC* The crafty 
Oaffioenhm was bek-ved ; and, though Gudire with 
some other officers U Mid to have still euunscHrd 
a more cautious advance, tlu* (tmcrmsul resolved on 
•givlnj; himself up to the guidance of u thc tteduufn," 
anti altering the direction of the march tn ticcH*rrl 4 ifcCc 
with his recommendations. Accordingly, lie turned 
off from the Euphrates, and proceeded e.tstuard ovi-r 
the swelling hill* and dry gravelly plain* of Upper 
Mesopotamia. 

Here nv dull leave him for the present, whUt we 
consider the real dbpa-iiiori of his forces which the 
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Parthian monarch find made tu rnivt the impending 
attack. lie hud, as already aiated, come to tcrm$ 
nvclh hi* outlying v.L«vil3, Lb it prince uf Ohihocne amt 
tin- sheikh of the So-nitr Arabs, arid had engaged 
especially the of the former against Hi m- 

snibrit He hud fruitier, on comddcritig the irarkm* 
possibilities of the c^mprigUi ouno to t her mncluskm 
IhaL it would he beat to divide his forces, and while 
himodf x: i iudciiig ArtJivjisdc- in the mountnm fast- 
fito-4-s of his own country, to commit tit task of 
meeting snd coping tviill the Kummw ton general of 
approved talent It wu> of the gmibcrtt fmnible 
imptirumcc to prevent the Armenians Irnfn dice!fug a 
jlinelion with the Romans* and slrongthcdirig thou in 
tlisit arm in which lkey to especially deficient* the 
cavalry. Probably toothing short of tm Invasion of his 
kingdom by i he Parthian monarch in pzmm vould 
have prevented Artavutcs from detaching a portico 
of his troops to uct in Mesopotamia. And no doubt 
it is aisi > true thai Or odes hnd grad confidimce in hU 
general* ivhom lie may even have felt to be a better 
cu rum wider limn him^lf Suronfts, we nui..t call 
him, since In? personal appellation ha- not come down 

to uwas in all RT'ip'cU a ftif •■-•ri of the highest t-irt- 

ssdemtinm lie the second man in the kingdom 
for birth, wealth, and rqniE^lkia In cmirage and 
ability fir: excelled all life mmttymm t and he had 
I hi- j illy n:n[ ailv-iutiiL'r^ of onmrnmiding height, and 
p f rcM jjei^mnl beauty, When he went to battle, he 
was accuuvpanii tl by a train nf a thmi-and cnnicla, 
which eametl hfe bi^gfige; and the concubm^ in 
attendance on him required for thdr conveyance as 
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many as twn hundred chariots. A (hwsand mad* 
dart horsemen, amt a =till larger number of Sight- 
armed, lorracil his Inn ly-guard. At Ltie Gufon.it idit of 
a Parthian monarch, ft was Iris hereditary right to 
place the diwlem on the brow «r the new sovereign, 
When O nodes was driven into banishment, tt was. lie 
who had brought him back to Part hi a in triumph, 
When Setae da revolted, it was he who at the assault 
had first mounted the breadi. and striking terror into 
tile rlefenrlcrif, had luktii the city. Though Ecu that! 
thirty years of age when he was appointed com* 
in under, he was believed to possess, ties ides thee 
various qualifications, consummate prudence and 
sagacity. 

The farce w hich Omdr* comm filed in his brave am! 
skilful t ten tenant consisted entirely of hra-c. This 
leas not the ordinary ch.i racier of a Parthian army, 
which often comprised four or five rimes as many 
cuvaliy as Infantry. Whether It was to any extent 
the result of his own selection and military insight, is 
uncertain. Perhaps fortunate accident rather tlian 
profound calculation brought about I he sole employ¬ 
ment against the Romans of the cavalry arm. Horse 
would be wliL'llv useless in the rugged and mountain' ms 
Armenia, while they would act with effect fjj the coin* 
oaralivety open ami level Mcso|H!.irninn region. I'< Hit¬ 
men,on tin? other hand, were e^cminl for the Armenian 
war, and perhaps the king thought tlmt he needed 
as many as he could collect In this case lie would 
naturally take with him the whole of the infantry, and 
leave bis general tin? troops which wen: nut required 
for hi- own operations, it certainly doe* not appear, 
tliat Surm.il iras allowed any choice in the matter. 
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Tht ! J aribiiin horse* like the Pcrsiiib wan of two 
klnrfs, standing in stroll:: osjittrJi^l \ tie one to the 
other The hulk of their cavalry *45 of the lightest 
am! m-mt agile description. Fleet and relive cuurrtrs 
with scarcely Any caparison hot a head -tall urnf a 
single rein, were mounted by rider- dad only in a 
iiinic and trt) users, and armed with nothing but a 
strong bow ami a quiver full «rt arrows. A training 
begun in early boyhond and cuiittmieil through youth 
made the rider almo-U urn* with hH stovtl t <11111 he 
could use his weapon* with equal cam.* and effect 
whether hi* hnr-e wa* *t&lkmarr or at full gallop, nr 
whether he was advancing towards or hurriedly re 
treating fro in hk enemy. Uk supply uf missiles was 
practically inexhaustible. since when lie found lbs 
quiver mspiy, he had only tu retire a ^hon distance 
and replenish his stock from m.i#uin& h bornr nn the 
bucks of camels in the rear IE was his rordlnafy plan 
to keep constantly tn imitloii ivhrn in the presence of 
an enemy ; to gallop hack wards and forwards, or 
round and round his square or column, nevee charging 
it, but at :. moderate JriLcrvaJ plying It with hi-, kecti 
mmI bar 3 *;-i shafts ■, whidi were driven hy a practiced 
hand from a Ixnv of unusual strength- ("loud* - -f this 
light cuvaliy enveloped the advancing or minuting 
foe, and in dieted grievous damage, without* for the 
most suffering anything in return 

But thKiv.f, ciot tile whole, nor the wor-it In ad¬ 
dition to these light troops a rarihiaii army ombimttd 
always a body of heavy cavalry, armed on ,111 entirely 
different system* The strong chargers selected for tfm 
service insre dad almost wholly in mail Thdr hend, 
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iK-ck, cht ^f, even their sides o»d flanks. were protected 
by scakr-RrewtUf of bronze or iron, sewn probably upon 
feather. Their riders had ctlirafisej, and cuisscs of the 
■wnc materials, and helmed of burnished iron. Fr,r 
an offensive weapon they carried a long .irrd strong 
or pike, 't hey formed » serried line tu battle, 
Iwing down with great weight On the enemy whom 
they attacked, and standing firm as :tn iron wall 
again-,t liic duuge* that were made upon them, A 
cavitftj-, answering to tl»if in some resets, had been 
enipliiyerl by the later Pcnbut mnnarclia, and was irt 
liic also among the Armenians at this period j but 
the Parthian pike appears to have been ei.rudderaldy 
more formidable than the cofnapintiiuj' weapJii borne 
by either nf these nation*. 

As compared with these troops, the Kb-matt*. as 
Mommsen oltftervrs, wem thoroughly inferior both In 
re-pect of number and of excellence. Their in fan try 
of the line, excellent as they were in dose combat, 
whether at a. short distance with the in ivy javelin, or 
tu kand-lu-bfuid combat with the sword, could not 
“RJfwl an *rmy consisting wholly of cavalry to come to 
an fligajetnnii with them ; and they found, even when 
(hey did come to a hand-to-hand conflict, an equal 
«r 9 Bp:ri t tidwrKiy in the iron-ckid Lasts of Janccrs. 
As compared with a force like that of Surcjias, the 
Ionian army was at a db-uh mlaiw •jinUu'tally, be- 
can-:- die cava try commanded Die communication*; 
and at a i livad vantage tactically, because every weapon 
of close combat must succumb to that which is wielded 
frem a distance, unless the struggle becomes an in¬ 
dividual ‘one man against nuta The concentrated 
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position, on which the whole Roman method of war 
based, mcTca-vd tile danger in the prcseticr uf 
>uch ait attack, since the dowr the tank* of the 
Ronren column, the les* con Id the missile* fait to hit 
their mark Under ordinary circumstances, where 
tmvtii hnvc to be defended, and difficulties of the 
ground havL- to hi: uoruidcml, such it v-tail of op-T;t- 
tiny with nmffc cavalry against infantry could never 
tic ccmiptetdy varrie*I out; but in the ilt^r T jK.timton 
plain region* where an army was aim like u shipua 
the high seas, neither encountering an obstacle, nor 
meeting with a basis for strategic dhpositfbtts during 
many days limith, this rIimIl- of wai farv was imrsktibk 
ijr the very mumi that circumstance*allowed it tube 
develop! tlifp; in alt it-i purity and therefore in all its 
power. 77 /* nr everything combined 10 pat the foreign 
infantry at a disadvantage: against liter native cavalry. 
Where the heavijydsden Roman foot soldier dragged 
hiin^Sf toilsomely over tile stcpjje, and peri: bed fnnn 
hunger* or still miw from third, <»n a mute marked 
only by w^ier-springs ihut were far upart and difficult 
to find, the Parthian horseman, apcmrtmticd from child- 
M to sit on his fleet steed or camel, nay t almost to 
spend hl§ life in Lhe saddle easily traversed the 
whu'M liattUbips Im had lung Ll-suiki! how to lighten, 
and in case of net -3 to hear, 7 V^v r no raid fell to 
midgnttf the In tolerable heat, and to dadeen the bo#- 
strings and kathem thongs of tJic enemy's archers and 
slmgeis ; ifitrj In the lighted of some places : ordinary 
ditched and ramparts could liardly be funned for the 
camp Iiimghmioii Can hardly o j :drc a ritimlkn hi 
which all ihv milhary adiMtihiycM were more on tlic 
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one side, ant} all tfic disadvantages mure thoroughly on 
the other. 

The fuj«v entfttitetl by Oflxles to Surcri.ii. ii'iiTi- 
lirtwl tin airy of txkh the kinds above described. Nn 
estimate r - given Us of their number; tint, xh they are 
called a vast multitude." am I “an immense body " 
we may assume that It was considerable. At any rule 
it was sufficient to induct- him hi make a movement 
in advance—to eroaa the Sfnjar range and the river 
Kluilwitir, and take up hisi position in the country be¬ 
tween that stream and the Bdik—instead of merely 
wukmg to cover the capital Tim presence of the 
traitor, Abgarus, in tlic camp uf Crassus, became n*w 
fjf tlur utmost import atue L<> the P.uthniu commander 
Abgariis fully muted by the KtXnWfci, and at thchimd 
if ,l body of light hnrtv. admirably adapted for out- 
pi'sS service, was allowed, upon his mm nwjuefi^to 
senur the country in front of die advancing legion?, 
ami had thus the moans of ojmnuifiieatjng freely with 
the t'artJlian chief, lit- kept Suren;: - informed of all th 
nilnannsfil'i and intention-? id Cmssus, while at the 
>aitie lime he tfiggested tuCrassus such a line d' route 
as suited the views and designs of his adversary. Our 
chief authority fur the details of the expedition, Ply, 
larch, tells us, that, he led die RiJitnm troops through 
an arid and truckle*< desert, :u:tens plains without tree, 
or shrub, or even gras?, where the soil was composed 
of a light shifting sand, which the wind raised into a 
succession of hillocks that resembled the waves of ai1 
interml noble sea. The soldiers, he say s lain led witli 
the heat xnd with live drought, while the amlarinw? 
Ustliorniiiii '-cnffi-i[ at their van plaint- and reproaches. 
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Hiking; them whether they expected to find Use border* 
IracL between Arabia .11 if I Assyria .11 country o[ cool 
streams and shady of baths and hmteltier, like 

thdr own ddiduu* Cmipam.~L Jtul our knowledge of 
' hf rail geagraphiCiit character nf the region thiOUgh 
which the march lay make? it impossible; for us To 
accept this account as true. The country between She 
Euphrates and the licitk i> one of .illctmUc hill and 
plain, neither lUsilittHe of free*, rrnr very 111 -provided 
with water I tu- march through ft can JtaVe presented 
nn veryjgrewt difficulties. All that Abgurus could do to 
serve the Parthian cause was, first, to induce Cnissus 
to trust himself to Lite open Country Instead of cling* 
big either to a river or to the mmmtumt; and, secondly, 
to bring him, after a hasty march, and in the full heat 
of the day, into the present c of the enemy Both 
these things he contrived to effect: and Surcnax was. 
no doubt, so Lis beholden to him But the no Lion 
that he enticed Uie Human artsy into a trackless 
desert, and gave it ovrf, when it was perishing with 
weiirincK.*. hunger, and thin*. into the hands of its 
enraged enemy', ln-mg in contradiction with the topo* 
graphical facts, must be rcganlcd as a fiction of Rom.m 
apoii'Lusts, and is one not ti-en cored Acnlly maintained 
by ull due classical writers 

It was pmbaWy on the third or fourth day after hr 
had quitted the Euphrates that Crassna found lu’rn* 
M'd approaching Ins enemy, After a busty and hot 
march he hud approached this hunks of the [ti.-lik, 
when bid scout:, brought Itfrn w*.vd that they tad 
IWletl in with the FartHian army, which Wu advancing 
in fora* and seemingly full of confidence. Abganis 
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had recently quitted him on the: pn^ira of dwig 
him some undefined service, hut m reality in range 
bim^lf On the side of hh true friends thtt TartJuatisL 
HU officers non advised Crasnus to encamp upwn the 
mcr, and defer an engagement till the morrow, hut 
he had no fears: his son, Publius, fi gultant officer 
fiirirsttrl in the school of Julius Caesar* was anxious for 
lhe fray , rind accordingly the Rcqmifi commander 
give the order to ha toaip* to take some refreshment 
as they stood, and then to push ftwwArd rapidly. 
Surcmu* on his side, hail taken up a pillion OH 
wooded and hilly ground, winch concealed hU mvm- 
l>nfs a ml had even we are tuld, made his ttiXips 
cover their arm: with doth* and kins. that the flitter 
might not betray the tit Rut, a* the Romans drew 
near, aU & iiiee^htiirnt was cant aside ; the signal fur 
battle was given j the dung nf the keltk-dnirns 
sounded cm every side ; the squuRrous came forward 
in their brilli/mi array; and St seemed at first as if the 
IL-j.ivy cavalry ™ about to charge tire Roman host* 
which wjus ftmftcd In a hollow -ujuam, with the ligiu- 
armed in the middle, and with atipporfrof hnrsr along 
the whole line, us well us n^n the llvmlts Rut, if 
thb intention was ever enteruiined, it vma altered 
almost as soon as formed, and the tsetlcr plan was 
adapted of halting at a convenient distance, nml 
assailing the tegitiiTAiici with flight afur Right nf 
delivered without pause, and with extra 
nary force Tin: Roman endeavoured to meet this 
ittac k by ihna in?; forward h i * = nv n si:. irm Micrs, but 
they were quite unable to cope with the numbers aiul 
uqicrior weapon * uf the enemy* who forced them 
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alrnovt immediately to retreat, and take ‘hidter 

behind the tine of the legionaries. Tin-* were me* 
mure exposed lf> the deadly incites. which pterwrd 
:tlike through -shield uml breastplate atnl greaves, and 
inflicted the most fcwfbt woumU. More limn once 
ili ■ [cyian.Lrie5 dushcd forward .nnl ^uglit L" ‘■-luse 
with their asiaflants, bm in vain. The Parthian 
.miadrifi-. rHmd as the Unman infantry advaatvl. 
maintaining lire liiftlaM* wbidi they thought f>ot 
between them^lves .mil their fi*. whom they plied 
with their shafts as incessantly while thej fell back as 
when the/ rode forward. l‘V»r a while the Roman* 
maintained the hope that the missiles would At i;ot Ik- 
all spent, bm when they found that cadi areher con- 
staidly ohtained a fresh supply of arrows from die 
rear, this expectation deserted them. It became 
evident to Cray's under thr-e cfrellttistances that 
Mime new movement must be attempted, and, .1, a 
la%t fv-uHre', he commanded his sm, Publius, whom 

the .. were threatening to oui flunk, 10 tnke 

such troop, ,n be thought proper mid charge- The 
bnivc youth was only t - gbti to receive- the crd™. 
• Selecting the Celtic cavalry which C.t -*r had sent 
with him from Gaul, who numbered a thousand. and 
adding to them three hundred other horsemen. five 
hundred archers, ami ahout four UuMBand legionaries, 
he advanced at s[>wl again *t the ire-Aresi squadrons 
of the enemy. The Parthian', jnetmuteil to lie afraid, 
and be.il a hasty rctreuL Publius foUtmed with Ml 
the Impetuosity of youth, and was out of sight 

I.r hi* frip- Nf!:-. preamp the flying f*. whom Ire 
believed to be panie-rtriekett Rut when they had 
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drawn hi m on sufficiently, they suddenly mndt n 
stai\A h brought thetr heavy cavalry apagainst hss line, 
and completely envdopori linn amt hi* detachment 
with thtit Jlglit-irmeri Publius made u desperate 
I Hft Gauls adml the Parthian pike* with 
<nd dragged ihe t a n cumbered liorfi^nicrt 
to the ground,; or, dismounting pipped beneath ihe 
horses of their opponents, and stabbing them m the 
tidily brought steed and rider <J(w 11 Upon themselves 
Uis Eegiauadt* wrupicd n 'Light htllndsj and cink 4 * 
v mured to make ft wall of thetr .shields,.but the Par* 
thimi archer*. dcu^ri around t Umrr p am! slew tlvetn 
dmM to -s man. Of the vihule th-tuchjnt.'itt, nearly 
sirs thousand strong, no more than five hundred were 
taken prisoners, and scarce ty a mim escaped The 
young Cra^ufi mifjfet pe Jbly p had he chosen to make 
the attempt, have forced hi-, way through the enemy 
to idm^ a Greek town not far dittant, tart lie f«n> 
fermd To sharo the fate of his men. Rather Ilian fall 
alive into the hands of the enemy, he caused hfs 
shidibbt^irer to despatch him ; aJtd hh example was 
followed by till principal officer*. Tile victors struck 
■>IT his head, an^ derating if on a pita, returned 
rctsuw their attack an the main body of the Roman 
army. 

The main army, much relieved b) the diminution 
of the pressure upon I hem, 3 1.2 -1 walk'd path-nil v 1" «r 
Publius to return in triumph, regarding the kittle a> 
wet! nigh over, and success as cm am After .1 lime 

the prolonged absence r,f the young captain amused 

su^pieionv, which grew intci alarm when messengers 
arrived idling of his extreme danger. Crassus, 
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almost beetle 1iim*dY with anxiety, bail given the 
word to advance, and the army had moved forward A 
short >J is Unix when the shunts of the returning enemy 
ware iii '.ut.I. and the head of the unfortunate I*ub1ius 
wa-- six'll disjjkyesl while the Parthian squad- 

rotix e!n:,ini; in -mce more, renewed the ;tfwnll on 
their remaining foes with increased vigour. The 
mailed horsemen approached chvse to the legionaries 
and thrust ai them with thetr long pikes, which 
sometimes transfixed two men at once; while the 
light-armed, galloping aenw-s the Roman front, dis- 
chBigs'll their unerring arrows over the heads of their 
own tniiv 'Hit Roman* could neither Micct-sfuily 
defend themselves nor ell actively retaliate ; they 
could neither break the ranks of the lancers, nor 
reach Ihe arehur* Still time brought some relief 
How-string- broke, spears were blunted or splintered, 
arrows tegim to fill!, iltcwf and sinews to relax ; and 
whim night drool in b..th parties were almost equally 
ghul ■ if the cessation of arms which the durkiiess ren¬ 
dered compulsory. 

It was tho custom of the Porthltuts, as of the Per 
shuts, I', biviiunc at a ctmsiduiablc distance irin an 
enemy fur fear of it night surprise Accordingly, as 
evening closed in, they drew nflf, having first ’■honied 
jeftringly to the Romans that they would grant the 
genera! one night in which to hcwail his son ; on the 
morrow the)’ would return and take him prisoner, 
uulr_-'-i |ic Should prefer the belter course of surrender* 
jug himself to the werey of Arsacet, A short 
breath mg-* pace c;n thu- allowed the Roman-.. who 
took advaniuga of it to retire towards ('arrhre. leaving 
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behind them the greater part of their vo funded, to 
the number of four thousand. A small body of horse 
under the command of Egimtiijs reached Carrh-t 
about midnight* ami gave the commEimitmi >u<:h 
information a* led him to pm hi? men under arms 
and issue forth to the succour of the proconsul. The 
Paithi&ns. though the cries of the forsaken wounded 
made them well aw Lie «jf HI- Roman retreat. adhered 
i- 'lu-ir ■■f av-idihg night combats imd 

.vUempU*! fit. pursuit till daybreak Even then they 
allowed Ihemsetves to fo; delayer I by omnparMfvdy 
trivial matter—the capture of the Homan autip i the 
massacre of the. wounded, and the slaughter of the 
numerous straggleri scattered along the line of march 
—mtd mfldc t a* hitfftc to overtake the retreating army. 
The bulk of the troops were thus enabled to effect 
thdr retreat in <ifcty to Carrhrr. where, having the 
protection of ivalb, they were. ;n any rate (dr a time, 
wcurcL 

It might have hem iX'tpectird that the Ramans 
would Iverc have made a Etaml. The *tegit of a 
foxtrficxl ptaou- by earthy b riflitul^ij^ if under¬ 
stand by siege anything more than .t very rmnumpfete 
blockade. And the tbirthfriiH were notoriously 
incfbdenl agiunst will he There vt-is :j tinmee, more¬ 
over, that Artuswles might have been mum: 0101-.-- 
fu! Shan his ally, and, having; nrpul=-od the Parthian 
monarch, might l*i on hh way to brfn^ relief to the 
Romania. But the FoWfere were thoroughly dispirited, 
and would not listen to these sttgge^krtu,. Pro 
visions fits doubt, nn Hhori, ^ine*, ^ there had b:u 
no expectation of a timber, tto preparation* had been 
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made fnr standing a siege. The Greek Inhabitants of 
the place could not be trusted to exhibit fidelity to * 
falling cause, Morcuver, Armenia wa- ttc-ir, unri the 
Purlliian system of abstaining from action during the 
night seemed to render escape tolerably easy Ir was 
ftvilved, thni'liirc, Itoleod of dinging to the protec¬ 
tion of the walls, to issue forth onto more, and to 
endeavour by a rapid night march to reach the 
Armenian hills. The various officer* semn to liasr 
been allowed to arrange matters each for himself, 
Cassius took his way towards the Euphrates, and 

succeeded in escaping with fisv . .died horse. 

Octus tus» with a dlvistoti which is estimated at five 
thou^nd men, reached the outskirts .if i!i hiilt .it ,t 
place called Minnaca, and found himself in compara¬ 
tive security. Crassos, misled by his guides, mode 
but poor during the night: lie had, however, 

arrived within little more than a ritfc of Octavius 
before the enemy, who would not stir till daybreak, 
o v ertoo k him. Piwoed upon by their advancing 
squadrons he, with hi* stnall hand of two thousand 
legionaries and a few horsemen, occupied «t low 
hillock connected In' a ridge nf rhing ground with 
toe position Of Siiuiuciv it ere the Parthian host 
be<t him, ami lie would infallibly have been slain or 
captured at once tun! not Oetaviut, deserting his 
place of safety, descended to the aid <if his catn- 
tnander The unit oil seven thousand h. Id their own 
against the enemy, having the advantage of the 
ground, and hmrfe perhaps, by the experience of 
days, learnt the weak point.- of Parthian i.;u- 

fares 
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Surens wav anxNiii$ t ulme aII thing:*, to Kcure 
ttw [i^nti of the Roman comm inder, In the Hast 
an excessive importance b attached to this proof of 
success ; and there were reason*.. ivhkh made Cr.is^u ; 
particularly to bin imLugonbt* Hu wa* 

Jjditncd to have nrighmEcd, md rwi merely con¬ 
ducted, the war, indict] - by simple greed rrl 

gold. He hud refuel with the utmost haughtiness 
all discussion of terms, and had Insulted tin: majesty 
of tile r*uihjans by the declaration that he would 
treat with Ihmti nowhere bin at their capital. If he 
t-aca^d, he wniild lie b-nmd at some future time tn 
repeat tits attempt; if he were made n prisoner his 
fate would be a terrible warning n> others. But now. 
as GVcniii^ approached* it .setimod to the Par thian 
that the prize which he su much de&fr&d was afiow to 
dtiefehb grasp. The highlands of Amenu would 
lie gained by the fugitives during the night, amt 
further pursuit of them worth! be futile, h remained 
that lie should effect by craft what he could no longer 
hope to obtain by tlie employment - f ft -ice ■ and lu 
this point all hU efforts were heiuefurrli directed 

l ie drew off hi - and IdL thr Roman* w ithout 

further molestation. He allowed squid of his 
prisoners to CKpjic a ml rejoin their friends* having 
first contrives! that they should overhear & convene- 
lion among his ihcu t u f which the theme was the 
Parthian clemency* and the w bli nf Orgies to come 
to terms with the Human* He then, having allowed 
brne for the report of hi* pacific intentions lo spread, 
rale with a few chief* towards the Homan camp, 
aiming his haw unstrung. and h h right hand 
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stretched out, in token amity, “ Lei the Roman 
general/' he Miid, “ tome forward vvii.lt an equal num¬ 
ber of attcmlimUs and confer with me in the open 
jp;uce brtu'CCtJ the armies oil terms of pence," The 
aged p(v»,' .<nsul waa disinclined to tnut these over- 
turt-.. hut the Roman soldiery, demoralised as it was, 
clamoured and threatened ; llj mi which CtatttiA 
yielded, and went down into the plain, iire«<inpanicd 
by Octavius anti a few others- Serenas received the 
proconsul Hint his staff with apparent honour, and 
terms were arranged ; only, with just bitterness, tin. 
Parthian chief required tEi.ii they should Ifc at once 
reduced to writing, u since," he said, with pointed 
allusion to the bad faith of Pompey , 11 you Romans 
ant not very' apt to remember YOUf engagements, 1 * A 
movement being requisite for the purpose of drawing 
up the formal instruments, Crn^u* and liis officers 
were induced to mount Upon burses furnished by 
the Rarthiuts who hat! no sooner seated the pro- 
consul on his itml than they proceeded to hurry' him 
forward, with die evident intention of carrying him 
off tu their camp. The Roman officers took the alarm 
and u i In led Octavius snatched a .word from a 
Parthian, and killert one of tin: gTounis who were 
hunying i rassuft away. A blow from behind 
stretched him on the ground lifeless. A genera! 
nttlii followed, and in the confusion Crassra was 
billed, wliuthi i by (me of his own side ami with hts 
own < v'-cm, or by the hand of a Parthian, is uncer¬ 
tain. The army, learning the fate of their com¬ 
mander, wiili but few exceptions, surrendered. Such 
as sought to escape under over of the Approaching 
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night were hunted down by the Jlcdouiiis, who served 
imdef the Parthian standard, and killed almost to a 
man. Of the entire (ore*; which had crossed the 
Euphrates, con sirting of above forty thousand men, 
nm more than t fourth ti tiimed Oise half of the 
whole iiumlwr perished Nearly ten thousand 
prisoners were settled l*y the victors near the extreme 
east of their empire m the fertile oasts tjf 
iMervi as b-.miUtncit, compelled after tin- ] ' i :thi.tn 
fasLititi to rcnd'-T military *u;rvict' lira- they Inlrr- 
ftiiMTitvi with native iviso, and been me submissive 
I’arthtan subject* 

Such was the result of this great expedition, the 
first attempt ol the grasping and ambiliusn- Ft«jinan.;-, 
not so much to conquer PartLij, as to strike tenur 
into the heart of her people, atuJ In degrade tlurtrt to 
the condition of oW nitrous dependants on tile wilt 
and pltMMirctii the “world's lords.' - The expedition 
fiulcri so utterly, not ftom any want of hravvrty on 
the part of I he soldier* employed in it, nor from any 
absolute superiority of the Parthian over the Roman 
tactic^ but partly- from the iucomjwtena: of the 
crmiinanfli r, partly from the inexperience of the 
Rum a ns up to this <lntc, in the nature of (he Parthian 
warfare, and from their consequent Ignorance of the 
h«ii manner of meeting iL To attack an enemy wlm*e 
main arm is the cavalry with a body of foot o ildicrs, 
supported by an Irwiguificmtt mnnk-r of horse, vmm 
lw til all tunes re nit and dangcrotts T o direct ~i;cfi 
an a Hack on the more open part of the country, 
where cavalry could operate freely, was wantonly to 
aggravate the pcriL After die first dirnter, to quit 
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the protection of w rtl3' n when ft had once been 
v btaiii ■ ■ !. w kin * pR ce of reck f - ■■ R ill i I! id C ra^ - li - 
taken one h? get the sup|*>rt uf sumeof the desert 
tribe?* if Armenia emitd not <*r would nut help him* 
and had lie then at l van red, either by the way of the 
Mom. Miniiis and the Tigris* or along die line of 
the liuph rates, the t-oiie of In? at±nrk might have in :m 
diJj -- j-.• t. He might have fiiigln hi* u„iy u Sclenda 
ami Cie^ijihoiii a? did Trajim, Avid his Cabins, and 
Scptimm? Severn?, and might Have taken and 
plundered those cities He won Id k no doubt, have 
experienced difficulties In hb retreat; but he might 
have come uiT no worse than Trajan, whose Parthian 
expedition ha? h^n generally regarded as nil her a 
feather in his cap P and a? augmenting rather than 
detracting from lus reputation Bui an ignorant and 
inexperienced commander, venturing on a trial of 
arms with an enemy of whom he knew liiLle or 
im thing, hi their own country, without *upporU m 
alliep, and then neglecting way preemubn suggested 
by his officers, allowing liiimelf to be deceived by a 
pretended friend, and marching straight into a ner 
prepared for him p naturally suffered defeat The 
credit of the Roman arms doc? not gieat.lv suHer by 
the dr-a*ter v m.r b L£yU of Lhc Parthians gtvatly 
enlmnceil The latter shewed, an they had ihuwn ill 
thdr wars against (he Synv Macedonian^ that ilidr 
somewhat lt*>se and Irregular .irrny was capable of 
acting with eft:rt agutnst the sulld and wdb 

ordered movements of Lhe best disciplined iroopsL 
They acquired by their u*e of tin- bow ,1 fiime [Ike 
that which tU; Ruglish bowmen obtained at Cieey 
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wd Agmtourt 1 hey fitted tlw amount Rouum* to 
reflect them, 4irJ to nlhiv that then: w ,i» At least otic 
nation iti the world which could meet them on equal 
team and not be w orsted in tile encouiiliT Hit iy 
hencdcifili obtained i*co£niik>n from the Greco- 
tvJEEian writers— .illicit a grudging ,mrj ojvtri rtaigni¬ 
tion—as the Second Power in the world, the admitted 
aval cif Ronlv. the 'inly real oauhterjHiisc upm the 
earth t i the mighty empire which rated from she 
kink* of the Kuphnucs to the shores of (he Atlantic 
OCCflEL 

While the general of King On i«k-- \vm limb cum- 
plctcly mi, :s 4 ful^a{n:i: the KnmJMlft in Metupnhimbl. 
Ihe king himself h.id in Armenia obtained *dViini^c* 
of almost equal imparl a nee, though of a different kind, 
lmtod <if waging an internecine w with Airavasdes, 
he had come to tenm with him, and, having con- 
eluded 4 close sJHapcc, Jutd *cl himself to confirm and 
cement it by uniting hi* sou, Pacini*, in marriage 
with the ^xer of thi: ruyal Armenian. A series of 
festivities whs in course of being held, to celebrate 
the auspicious event, when oewsfLrrivLd uf the triumph 
of Sunmas nnd the felcof Oils* us, AwtSffig to the 
barbaruu- cuiiterm 4t all times prevalent is the [Last, 
the lic.ul attd hand of the slain pncnnml accompanied 
tlie intelligence, We are told that, at the moment of 
the messenger^ arrival the two sovereigns, with their 
attendants were being amused by a dramatic enter* 
Liiiiainit Strolling compiife* of Gn.vk play* r, w. n 
at this time frequent in the East* where tbey were *ure 
*<f f«traniigc in the many Greek cities, and might 
^metime* find an appreciative audience among the 
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native., AitsviifKles, a* flit master nf the tevd^ limcl 
cn^^i-cl smelt .1 ramparty* dncc both lu: and Ormlr- 
had a good knowledge of the Greek literature and 
language, In which lie had himself composed both 
liteLurical works and tra^eiji^. The p&fatmm&t Etui 
bq*tfh, ansi it happened, that, when the lucsiscngeis 
Arriwd, the uctnrs were engaged in the rcpresentatlott 
of the famnu* scene in the" ttnqciw ” of Euripides, 
where Agave and the bacchanals come upon the 
static with the mu Lila In I ttUfroitis of the imipricruj 
1 1 >- lf -. Tint hc-T.il of Chl^us •. . - thrown tu tlnro ; 
and mstanily tin- player who per-donated Agavr veiled 
the Ulr«f«iy trophy, and placing it on his thyrsus in 
ben of the out? that he \vm carrying. paraded ii before 
the delighted sp*ctatur> while Itc chanted the well- 
known lines— 

** Vmm list fflOEmlit-Ji in Unt lull 
N’iiT«ui fomlnlj T%t t*nq; - 

mimA pwfK* 

The horrible AjKCliide one well suited to pfe-v-e 
an Eastern .audience; loud ami jntflimged plaudits, 
WC may be nr, rang out ■ an.- 1 the- entire a^mhfage 
fell a keen satisfaction In the peribfinancc. It was 
followed by a proceeding of equal 1 h.irUmty, and still 
nn.rc thoroughly Oriental, The IktithUn^ fn derision 
of tin! mintivc which was rttrpjxned tu have fed Cra$iu> 
to make hi- ait u k, hatl a quantity U ;y»|d mein I ami 
poured it into hfe mouth. 

Meanwhile Surenaa mi am using his victorious 
troops and making to annoy the disaffected Sden* 
dtuw by the exhibition of a HircirraJ ceremony. He 



17 ? EXPEtimaV OF crassvs. 

flpreul the report th.it CrasUt was Mil killed but 
captured ; and selecting Fmin among the prisoners 
the Human most tike him lit appeanmee. he dressed 
the man m woman- clothes, mounted him upon ;t 
horse. mi 1 requiring him to uist« to Uu: names of 
H Cnii«i*" and " I m [mr.it or," conducted him in triumph 
i" si.- GiaiAit city, (kfnrc him went, re tinted on 
i.inieKa hand arrayed as trumpeter-> anrl lictnrs, 

the lii tors mdshaving purser suspended v» them, and 
the axis in their midst being crowned with the lili-nl* 
ins heads of Romans. Ju iht- icar followed a train of 
Seleuciim nmlie-girl:,, who sung viug* derisive of the 
effeminacy and anvii rd tee of the proconsul After 
thir. pretended parade of his prisoner through iVie 
streets of the town. fiumuu. called a meeting of the 
Sdciiciun senate, and Indignantly denounced to them 
Ulc indecency of the literature w hich lie had found in 
the Reman lent-. file charge, it is said, w.i ■ true; 
hut the Sdeud.ins wem not greatly imp n.-: us I hi flic 
moral les»trii read to them, when they remarked the 
tram of concubines that hud aecomponied Suranui 
liiii. -.’Iftfj tlii; field, and thought fiirliu r of the |<hi< 
Ciowd of dancers ungerv. and jmifltitutCi, that was 
commonly to lie «xm in tin- roar of a I‘art Ilian army. 

it might have Iwen expected that the terrible 
disaster which had befallen the Roman arms, and the 
vast triumph which the fortluaits luu! achieved Tor 
themselves, would have had extraordinary anti fur- 
reaching eonaxpunct-K. No <nic could have been 
nuTjjriscd if th:: rtsidt hud been ti> -h.ike thi: very 
i(iutii|;tlian> of the K imari power in the Hast, or even 
to restore to Asia thut aggressive attitude towards lire 
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rest of tile world. U'iiidi she had held four hundred 
and fifty year* earlier, But tlu conunotiMn ami 
ehrnigv po>duccd wh-s far lew than might I we 
anticipated Mesopotamia was. nf mm-iv nxownxl 
by the ! 4 Dithiun:i to itsextmiw^t limit, the K up krai , 
and Armenia w*s Eost lo the Roman alliance* tttid 
i htowa for the lime into cmnplrle Ucpcjidcucc iipun 
Parihia. The whale l£a§t to ^iiie extent, eddied , 
and the jew*, a I wav- im}U limit of a foreign yoke. and 
recently aggrieved by the improvoke*I sp illation of 
ihdr Tan pie by €msu% Ikw to arms. Hut nu 
general movement of the? Oriei il.d met- look pla^t 
1 l might hare been vuppood that the Syrians, Ph :■- 
nickms, Ciliciam, Oipiwindan*. Phrygians, mil other 
Asiatic profile* who*: fiToclhdtics were aUageihur 
Oriental, would have seized the opportunity of rising 
aginn mi their Western: lords and driving the Rnmum 
b:t[“L Europe. It might have been thought that 
PnrtUa at EeaM would have immcdtatdy as-umed the 
tlBtoaiira in fhlTC, and have mark- a deter mi net! effbrl 
to rid hertrdf of neighbours who had proved so 
tniiihicsome But though the ramjunehm: nf drtuin- 
fton«s was most favourable—though not only uu* 
Rome paralyse*] in the East, but via- abm on xhi 
point of civil war in the West—yet the man wa> 
«^ling. Hail Mithrkhlts of I'l-titusor I igrnnvi t>( 
Armenia been living, or harl Susrmih been king of 
Parthta instead of a mere general * advantage would 
probably have been taken of She ftetsvainn, and Ivmiv 
niight have suUercd ^riuusly liill Oruk * ^ u bii\ to 

have been neither ambit i>-n- lm a prime nur Nkilfiil 
as ,i uimtiyiukr; he ticker I .my mic the kvoi and 
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alt-embmcby; yiiincc which could sweep the political 
hmmin, and. comprehending the exact diameter of the 
siln.ition, sre at the same tittle Ivm u< malic tilt- tiu^t 
of it. lie allowed tire opportunity t.. dip b; without 
hastening ti ■ put forth his full strength. or indeed 
making any considerable effort; and the occasion 
■nice lost was sore never to tel urn, 

If there was ft man living at the time who might 
possibly have taken Ml advantage of the limatkm, 
and forced Rmne to pay the deserved penalty of her 
cash ness arirl aggressiveness, it was Surenas. (tut 
that chief had lost the favour of his sovereign. 
There are services which, in the Kant, jt Sh not safe 
t"i a subject t„ neti.h r in llu.- In.- id of Hu- stall.-, -.mi! 
Surenas luuj exet-L-th-d the proper niiMsurc-. The 
jealousy i i Ororits wa% ,■ mused by llie suclc-^ and 
reputation of Sih general ; and it was not h rig before 
he found an excuse for handing him over to the 
executioner. Tarthin was thus left without any com¬ 
mander of approved merit, f.tr Sillacvs. the second 
in command during the war with CraNSHs, had in nn 
way dh-tiiigutshed hinv-df in the course of it. This 
condition of things may account hr the feebleness of 
the efforts marie; in the years at:. 53 and 5’, t.. 
retaliate cm the lioritn^ the damage .kmc by their 
invasion A few vvealr flying hands only « :M -„cr| the 
Euphrates. and began the work of plunder and 
ravage, in which they were speedily disturbed by 
Cassius, who easily drove them hack across tin.- ii\-er, 
Rome should Have taken advantage .>f the interval 
to strengthen her forces fn these jHirts, ami secure the 
Inviolability of her frontier; but th<:«e who were at 
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the head of the Roman State, knftu uu, civil war l ■ 
be imminent, declined t" detach tu.up- from their 
<iwn party stmtditrrbi for Un* .id vantage -if the 
national cattle. 

Hence, when, In rt,c ;i, Orode- hat! made up his 
mind to attempt a blow, ant! a great Parthian aitnj 
under tile young prince, I'neont?., and .111 officer of 
ripe stjje and experience. by mtinc CKices, appeared 
• m the outturn bank of the Euphrates, theme were no 
niv.it h "f resisting lliem, fasdus had done his best 
to Unite and re organise the broken remnants of the 
army .if t’mssms. which he had formed into two weak 
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Ic-iuiH : Imt m* rein force in vniv li.ul reached him, and 
he did m»t feel justified in taking the open field with 
hi* small force, much less in giving battle to the 
enemy The I‘art hi 3 us therefore crossed die Euphrates 
unopposed, at id swarmed into the rich Syrian territuiy. 
1 lie walled towns yftut thdr gates, a nr I maintaiacil 
tlientsdvc*; hut tin* open country tya- everywhere- 
overrun and a thrill of, mi hr led alarm And excite¬ 
ment passed through alt the Roman province* in 
Aset- These provinces were at the lime most 
inadequalcly supplied with Kmnau ironp^, uwiug t*> 
the imj>enUiti;: civil war in Italy Tin? natives were 
for the mi".; pan droi fleeted, .m l inclined to hail the 
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Parthian- .i> hnrthnm -mtl deliverer* I-!*, rplmg 
Udotaru* of C;ii|alxa, and AripUuratics of Cappn- 
.Jotift, K«nc hail. ;dC icero (then proconsul of Cilicia) 
plainlivrl) ik'lm'l, -K4 .1 friend tin the Asia Lie con¬ 
tinent. And; Cappwitjcia w;i,» miaciMbly iumIi, and 
Open tn attack ein the *ideof Armenia. Tl.nl Orodc* 
and Amvawles acted in concert* anti hud the (alter, 
while- Qroeiea sent his) arm it* Into Syria, poured the- 
Antienutn farce*, imo Cappadocia and then imo 
Cilicia it wh.' t'X[wctCtl that lie would deC, there 
would I w vc Iwett the grew Lot danger tn the Roman 
]KirisL-s<ions As *t was-, the excitement in Asia 
Minin' wan extreme, Cicero nmithed into Cappa¬ 
docia with die hulk of bis Roman tr-xips, am) 
snmtuuned to hi> aid Deitrtams with hh (jaliitiftri-w. 
,i; the 'anil’ lime writing to the Roman Senate to 
implore rcinfnmniEiiti. CassiUi shut himself up in 
Antioch, sun! allowed the Parthian cavalry to pan- 
him by, mul even to proceed beyond (he bound* of 
Syria into Cilicia. But the 1 Mirth inns seem scarcely 
to have niiik’i t‘«“l the ■'trait- of their adior- iric* or 
tn have Ixsu aware of ilirir own ailvtnlitgei Pro¬ 
bably their M information department * wan ill 
organised. Instead of spicading Lhcrrmlvt, vide, 
raising the natives and leaving them to blockade the 
towns, while will) tile if as yet uttconqucrcd Squadrons 
they ddle i the enemy ill the open country, ive find 
them eiigagiii” in the siege ami blockade of cities tor 
’.vhich they were totally unfit, anil confining them¬ 
selves almost entirely to the narrow valley of the 
Oroutes. Under these circumstances we are not 
in | a !m d tu team that Cassiu*.. having first beaten 
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them back from Antioch, com ri ved to laid them Into 
an jjnbmh • n\ lh>. liaiik_H of the river, and severely 
handled their tobt»(W P even the general, Orocei 

'[lie Pmtblan^ withdrew from the ticfehbuurhiXH! 
of the Syrian capital after this defeat, which must 
have taken plaa: about the trid of September, and 
sixhl after went into winter quarters m Cyrrhestka, or 
the jmtt of Syria immediately east of Amarus 
Heir they remained quietly during the winter months 
miller Prnirr Paeons artel it was eKpeCkd that the 
war wnutd break out again with fresh fury in the 
spring ; but Bibidu^ the new proconsul of Syria— 
M a.* wretched a gimaral as he vnis an incapable 
htalr^msut conscious gf liis military ddki unfits, 
oiivi rived to ww df^eiitiiou* aim njj the Parthian* 
thom^dve? and to turn the dlnu t ;hl3 <«f Pucorus- in 
an lit her dirorfJnn, Hr lol to Omru-Enparttc*, 

;i Paul don noble, vrith whom he had managed to 
open a eism-spcinileticev that PacorUs wOdir) be a more 
worthy occupant of Lhe Uirons of the ArtuiddJr than 
his father, anti that he would consult well for his uwu 
Interests, if he west to proclaim the young prince a* 
king, and lead the army of Syria against Orocles 
Pucoms had already been associated in the povyru¬ 
men t h\ lil& faihcr, and lit:* name appears on some v\ 
In* Either* Inter ami*; hut tills, while slimuklitig, 
iliii nut satisfy liU ambition He appear* to have 
lent a ready tsur to the whimper* "f * hm>dapamt>, and 
to liuve dei the verge, if he did not even over¬ 

step the verge* of rebellion There are Parthian 
emus bearing the head of a beardless youth* and 
the exact *et of title? that had become Ihshiomiblc 
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under Qredcs, which ut with iimplcr reason assigned 
Lf thi prince, Hii'l which have K en struck i" in. 
put in circulation when hi* revolt wn* declared Hut 
lilt plot was rrf| sped in the htnl * bnde? , learning the 
designs cherished by Faenrus, summoned him to his 
Court ; mid, the pi mis laid down not being yet tipi: 
for execution, he felt that there was no other course 
open to him hut to obey. The i\irthtiirt -.qumlrciuii « 
wets to have wrossed the Euphrates, in Jul> r t 
8 .C 50 . The danger to Rome was past; but the 
stain was not wiped out from the shield of Roman 
honour, nor was the reputation of Rome restored in 
the East Tilt “ Fitst Roman War" ended, after a 
period of a little more than four years, with the 
advantage wholly nn the side of Pnrthia, Ixith in 
respect nf glnry rnirl of ni.iSvrl.i5 gain. The laurels 
tost in' Rome it t Currhaa had never been recovered, 
and Lfie acquisition of Armenia by 1‘arthla wan a 
snlwtantial iucrc.tn: of strength. 
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SECOND WAR OF PARTHb WITH ROME— PARTHIAN 
INVASION Uf SYRIA* PALESTINE, ANI> ASIA 
MINOR* 

The and of the finst war of Parthbt with Rome 
~y n Jifotti^cd nearly with the breaking out of the 
civil roiitebt 1 fifteen Cie-.ir -Hid Potupcy. In thb 
Tit niggle the sympathies of Forth i» were on the 
P-cmijicioii side Thmigh Fmtipcy hod certainly tioi 
given the Parthiana much nsaseni (br reganling iiini 
with favour, since be had openly and flagrantly 
broken the tortus of hi* treaty Of alliance wkh them, 
yet osi the article Utey certainly lu have |>rt> 
ferred !ih> cause to that of his great adversary. 
Perhaps ihey viewed taisar as mote txsund in 
honour thini Fmnpcy to seek revenge for the death 
of Crassus* since lie had sent a favourite officer, with 
ii contingent of troop* to his aid, or possibly they 
may simply have fdt more fear of hi- military 
capacity, Com mimic *4 in it? certainly took place be- 
tuLi-n Orodcs and Pompeyin the course of the year 
BX. 4J> nr 4-S, ami the terms of an all ranee were db- 
ettiied between them, Fompqty who wos not very 
fscnijitiloiis, or really palriotic, made the overtime^ 
and dialled to kiuAv on wlmt terms Uir Parthian 
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momut'h would bud him nT^tivc aid lit the war 
which was mi the point of breaking mil. Tin; reply 
of Ornck was to the Mlmvin^ effect : 11 If 1 he 
Roman leader would deliver into his hands the 
Ismvoice of Syria, and make it wholly over to the 
Partliiiiiiv, Orgies ww willing to conclude ait alliance 
with him ainl send. him help ; but toil utlwtnyfat" 
It b to the credit of I’oinpey dial he rejected Music 
tcrm\ and, while not above couUunj dating a foreign 
alliance against a domestic foe* was unwilling to 
purchase die assistance to himself at a cost that 
would have inflicu-d a ±tUw+ injury a hht country. 
The mphm of t he negotiation* im^iuced an eaUunge- 
merit betiveen ike u emulators and Orodos went *o 
far :\y V< r!i|,.iv Himur* the envoy of i*t>mpey, mti> 
prboiv as a means of giving vmi to his disappoint* 
inent Stitt, houcvi.r, Fmijpcy .1 inked upon Olodes 
a* a friend ; and when* 3 few months later, he had 
fought hb great fight, and auiftred h» great defeat, 
at Phar^altis (August 9 , U.C 48 ), Ms th-mghlb reverted 
to the powerful Piinhsao king, and he entertained for 
some Lame the idea of taking refuge at the CuiiH of 
Ctc^iphon. U is even said that fie only ndinijubhcd 
the design, and made bis choice of Egypt 

Jin a refuge, will'll f on the receipt of mtcllicence that 
Antioch had dec bred for his rival, he understood ihivt 
the mute to the Parthian capital was no longer open 
to him. Otherwise, in iliv it hiUrmding the pcrHUuiiottS 
1 if hi- friends, who thought the rhk um great, both 
for hbrudf and hb wife, Cometm, to he run with 
prudence, the world might" have have seen the spec¬ 
tacle of a second Cariobnu^ thundering at die gates 
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of Rome and demanding recall and reiitstatement* at 
Ute head of kgkms recruited ist a foreign tain! and 
fnnmliol by a foreign aicniy. As it Roman 
wu> spared thb vandal ; and at the ^sinf 
time Onxlra wu* spared the awkwwdxu® and 
difficulty of having to elect between repulsing a 
nupjaliftii^, nntl provoking the hostility of the most 
powerful cHteftuin and the gre.iient general of the 

Die year is,*', 47 *»w Cjkwt in Syria and Alia 
Minor whither he «ih drawn by the nt\ i:swty of 
crushing the mild schemes of Phnmncc*, .son nf 
Mithridates of Pontius, who thought he saw in the 
i 1 \ lemaJ quarrels of the Tin-man a an uppcrrtumtv v( 
nT-establlulling hi-* falls* rV empire After the fncile 
victory nf Zck, the ilrerit Roman can ttnvo ly have 
avoided debating with himself the quottHi, whether 
he should lit once turn hh arm* Aguirv>t his only 
other Asiatic enemy* and by a movement as rapid as 
that which hud crushed t'hamaoe^ strike a htow 
against Geodes, and so avenge the defeat nf Canh;e. 
Hut, if the idea crowd hh mind, he dismissed it 
Tile time was not suitable, Too much remained £0 
be dona In Africa, in Spain, and at home, for *0 large 
a mutter as a Parthian War to be, for the moment, 
LaJten in hand, Caesar resolutely averted hi& (fare 
from the far East, and deferring the “revenge* to u 
CfimpuriiliYcly remote d.it--. kept whatever projects he 
may h^vw entertained on tin; subject to hhmujlf* and 
was careful, while he remained in Ada* to avoid 
provoking or exasperating by threats or hostile 
ituwcmtTiiL*, the Power on which the peace of the 
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principally depended It was not until Ixr had 
brought the African and Spanish wars In an end that 
Sic allowed fits intent ion of leading an expedition 
against Panhia |i> lx; openly talked about. Irt tic. 4 _|j 
four years after PhnrBAJiiH, I taring put dmui all his 
cl. nucslie enemies, and arranged matters, rif- lit 
thought, viti*fa«odly at Rome, lie let a decree lw 
p.t'.ved, formally assigning In him the i'arthian War, 
and sent thi- legions across the Adriatic on their way 
to Asia. What plan ol" campaign he may have cum- 
Icm plated is uncertain One writer rep resell Li him 
as intending L* unit* Fartlsfa by way of the Lesser 
Armenia, and ti» proceed cautiously to try the 
strength of the J'ardii.ms before engaging them in n 
Little. Another erciltLs him with .1 plan for rapidly 
ovcrrumiing Parthla, and then proceeding by the 
way of the Caspian into Scythia, from Scythia 
invading Germany, and after compter ing Germany 
nrtumlng into Jlaij by the way of Gaul! But neither 
author b likely to have had miy trustworthy a in honty 
for fife statement. The Great Dictator would nut be 
likely to have formed any definite scheme; he would 
have felt the need of being guided by cirtiitmuiius 
Still, there can lx- no doubt tluit an expedition under 
Ids auspices would have constituted a most serious 
■ Sanger TO I'arthn. and might have termitiiUcd iu her 
subjection to Kamo. Hie military talents of Juiin, 
were of the most splendid ijc**criptibn : hfe ptmer-j of 
organisation and eottwilMotion enormous; hb pru¬ 
dence and caul inn eijunl to his ambition -md courage, 

I Jttcr launched on a oreer of conquest in the Last, 
it is impossible 10 i.iy whither lie might not have 
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carried the Roman eagles 01 what countries hi: might 
not luvo addi^S to the empire. llut Parthfa iraS 
from the Imminent j-ril nil bout any effort of lu-r 
<jwei. Thu dagger , if the 44 LitK'ralui* Ia struck d- inn 
tin the i;ih of March, RC 44, the <Mly man wham 
4 i hT 1 hart ■ trjously to iVar , and with the- rctnmd ■«! 
Julius pffiHttcd ;iway even fmm Komnn thought far 
muny a year ibr design which he had entertained, 
at*d which hi? alone could lmve accomplished 

In the riril war whirii ft illowoii nn the murder of 
Julius, the JWtbrim appear to have Actually taken 
a pari This l ast fell into confusion <m the with¬ 
drawal of Julius after Zcliu and in the course of the 
troubles a Parthian eon tinmen t sent to Lhc aid of 

a LWtain C,i Lilin- Rei*hm t it Pompeian adhmiufci who 
wrr seeking n. obtain for tum^df something like an 
IdfImpendent princij dit\ ns Syria lhc soldiers of 
Bassos. after a while if 1 -tj; . went over in »i foody to 
C ajsiiiA, who was in the East collecting troops fur his 
great fctmggte wFtb Antony and Octovfaii; and thus 
.1 handful of PartluitnL* came into the power uf tin: 
vcond smnng the ,J Ulxf.tttjf*. 0 Of tKfo acchiftilal 
circumstance he (hrier mined to take advantage, in 
order tu obtain, if pcrauhle, .1 ConsIrlciuMe body of 
troops from Oeodcs, He therefore presented each of 
the Parthian ski h lie r-*- wuh -i ?um uf money for their 
immcdUlc wnfU** and diflfflifei] llvcm gnlidoltely to 
ilidr hiMiie-% at rhtt i4mc time ^eiiing the opjmrtumty 
trp -end -ome of In- own officers .ts «mha.widr/rs to 
Orodcs, with ii request f-.r gqlretnriljal aid. On re* 
driving tbt> application, die Parthian monarch 
to have ci j rue to the ecmdijuinfi Ih.d it would be a 
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wm policy to comply with it It was for ihc mtcnsi 
of Partita that thcr Roman arms, mu tear) of l?eirtjf 
nim ii d In Asiatic Compicst-:, ^Ti-mid (nr cii-.iged for 
as long a time as possible in truestihe strife; am! 
Grofl rs might well coticdve Licit Hue wa^ pjtmiuthjg 
isii own advantage by fomenting and mu:* m raging 
the quai-rds which, any rate fin the time, ^xuml 
his own empire U\>m attack. He may have hoped 
also to obtain same equivalent in territory from the 
gratitude vS Capias at some future f»criod t sin cc 
Citsslu* vms at tliL time Prommuit of Syria, and, if 
fliitxesflfid against Detpian and Ant^ity, might Ik: 
e^iKLTitzd to choice the Ka*t for his province and to 
make a fresh urrang^nent of it At any rate, he 
complied with Cassius'* request, stud sent him a body 
of Parthian iior-.iv uHidb wete among the troop:* 

engaged at Philippi 

i hc cru dung defm ^tillered by the " l ibcfntors M 
(Kcrttrtnbcr, fc.C+pr) tiasan immediate dbiippomtiffGTli 
to Grade, but. as instcaEl of producing a psdriotbrt 
of the Roman world, it only intensified Lhe strife and 
general coiifnsRifi, it cannot be niil to have worked 
disadvantageous fi*r hb mu-rat* He liim-idf at 
arty rate, judged otherwise, The: Roman world 
sccrm-t in him mote divfdtad against itself than ever; 
and the "self-wrought min, 14 winch Horace prophet kxi, 
seemed ataaliiifcly impaiding: Three rival* held 
divided sway in the i State* each of than 

jraitm of thf other two, and an* inns for hi> own 
aggrandjnemerit T he two chief pretenders to the 
fust place were bitterly hostile; and while the one 
w.ii detained in Italy by insurrection ngiRtni his 
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authority. Hit other wan plunged in luxury arid dis- 
»i|>ntwm, enjoytn- lilt,’ find transport-! of a lawless 
pu^ion, at tin Egyptian capital- Tfcc nations ..f tKf 
East were* RHltuyCTi a I ituuted by the etxaetions «r 
the ptoflf^iite Triumvir. lvIk., ta ieswtrft ^ lN RTasilt' 
arid frHMqrtle?, had lakl upon them a burden thru it 
wits Mtitrcely jiuislblc fur them to bear. The conrli' 
tint) of tiling'- generally *«aK.ii to invite a foreign 
power to step in, ah-I. taking the opportune offered 
|>> k irnc 5 weakness, seriously to cripph her puw«- 
Purthia enjoyed also at the time the rare good 
fortune uf having at her Hisp'>?-ni the services of a 
koinan general Quintus Libitum, Ihe son of Titus, 
Casiar’s legate in Gaul who Jwd gone over ro the 
Pompctans having Insert vftit as envoy to 0rode* by 
Urutn^ and CftssInS a little before Philippi had. i - , fl 
Wning the severities of the Triumvirs, elected to 
make l’nubia lu> home. an. I had taken service under 
the Parthian banner Though IK* an officer of much 
dMinclirm among his couittiymcii, he had the advan¬ 
tage rrl knowing the weal point* of their military 
system ; and it might ndl Wfitn to 1 bvlv*, dial bile 
occasion which thus offered itself ought to be utilised 
Under these ciidi instances, the Parthian monarch, 
^vb 1 ■ hull never met tiled the failure of I‘acorns in tM’ 
Jj-jij ii- final, inu k preparations during the winter 
of if < i -40, for ,v fies'li attack Upon the Roman 
territory. I loving vlkrh d tut imp-■-ing Lrns from 
all parts of his d-nmnian.**, he placed it under the joint 
command of hi*. Sett, hwsonia, and the Roman refugee, 
Q. [ ahir-tniH, and sent it across tlu* Euphrates with the 
jfjnit hh.L-.ii uf spring, while Antony was still occupied 
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with hh Egyptian -LiLlunce, and Octavius, having \i 
iiist'i captured Pc tm.ij, was applying him^lf U> the 
padficaffmi of 1 mly, Antaiy might perhaps luivc 
exchanged the soft ddlghts of Cleopatra's Court 
for the perils of it Parthian campaign* linetr when 
rau5i!-i t" action l\y wlisu -eemed to. him a diffident 
mulish? hiui ail ihu instinct-i of a soldier; but it 
liajj|xJiicd that, just at the lime, mctaeilgctt reached 
him fn -in hb brother Liutfu*, imploring him to hasten 
to the West* anti arrest before it was too late the 
vklurioiiis progress of Octavius Willi one regretful 
glance In the directiutt of Syria, tlie If-seeking 
Triumvir Milted away from Alexandria to Italy, 
leaving the oro of Roman mtCTCSt^ in th« Eavt tfp the 
incompetent hand? of hi» lieutenant, Deciding 3axn t 
who hail already alienlilcd the affectioa^ af the 
pinviiieM* by Itb etfactkm*. amJ wa-. about tu lost 
their tt-pet-i by hb mi'Hpsidty, The ihsrthhm liufifc* 
thus wtriMy opposed, hiiivt into Syria with irn>htibks 
force, rapidly overran the o[k.*h country between the 
Euphrates and Antioch, amt entering the rich Valley 
of the Ofontcs threatened the great *eut* of Hellenic 
civiii^iti 1 n in riv-r partn, Antioch, Apamcki. and 

EpiphuncifL I nun Aptiyria, d mated (like Hurhaut 
**rt a rocky peninsula almost mmounded by the river, 
they were a; first repulsed : bub having shortly 
afterwards defeated De-culms Saxa and hs& le^Eiiiift 
In thr oj*H fichht, they received the submh-bm of 
Apantdii and Aflttoeh, which latter city Sax a 
abandoned at their approach, flying precipitately* 
into CiJJdiL 

EfKOttotLgcd by thr: -i- .in.., < ■ l.abfctui* and 
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raeontt agreed to divide tidr troops and to engage 
simultaneously in lwo great expedition*. Pncoru* 
iindcrtuok to carry tin? Parthian standard throughout 
tile entire extent of Syria, Phoenicia, and Palestine, 
while LahlchtU took upon himself to invade Asia 
Minor, and see if he could not wrest some of its more 
fertile regions from the Romans. Both expeditions 
were crowned wjLk extraordinary success. Paeorus 
reduced all Sy rin. and all Phusticia, except the single 
city of Tyre, which he was unable to capture for want 
of a naval force. 1 te then advanced into Palestine, 
which he found in its normal condition of intestine 
commotion, ftyrcuius and Antigonus two princes 
of the Asmottaatn house, uncle and nephew, were 
rival* for the Jewish crown ; and the Utter, whom 
Hyreanu* had driven into exile, was content to make 
common cause with the invader, nnd to be indebted 
to a rude foreigner for the possession of the kingdom 
whereto he umpired. He offtred Pacoru&a thousand 
talent!' nearly a quarter of a million of our money— 
and five hundred Jewish women, if he would espouse 
his cause, and seat him upon hit imde‘> throne. The 
offer was readily embraced, and by the irresistible 
help of the Parthtons a revolution was effected at 
Jeniiwilera. T fyreanus w,i» deposed and mutilated, 
A new priest-king iva* set tip in the person of 
Antigonus, the last A Miron scan prince, who reigned 
at Jerusalem for three years—H.C. ,(0-J7—as a 
Parthian satrap or zit.ixn, the creature and dependant 
of the great monarchy on the further side of the 
Euphrates. 

Alcan while, iu Ana Minor, LabictUls carried all 

H 
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before III tin Decfelhtt Suxa, bavins m**® 6 * 
Oicilia} venture-! upon a buttle, was uul only defeated* 
but slain, Pmnphyliit, Lyria. and Curia—the wbolu 
south cofisi—ivcre overrun. SlniBwiitca wa* Ik* 
sieged; My lam and Ahbandu were taken. According 
So writer-., the Parthian* even piling®! M** 

ami 1 iniu. and were in p«*-vision of Asia Miner to 
liter: ehnres of the HdlespWt It maybe said that 
for a full vcjir Western Aria chung^l master*: the 
rule imd authority of Koine disappeared i and the 
PattliiMS were recojjtusfstl a* the doniiiimit power 
Under tfo’w: circumstance*, it is perhaps not sur* 
prising that LahknUft lust hb hear! : that he affected 
the style and title of “ lmpemtor i" struck coin % and 
p'iiccfi his own head an'I name "*u them, and even 
added the ridiculous title “ ParthicUswhich to a 
Human car weans ” Conqueror of tiie I'nrthmns — 
a title of honour whereto he hail no possible cluim 
Hut the fortune of war now began to turn In the 
autumn of h,c, 39, Antony, having patched up his 
tfuirrcl with Octavius and set out from Italy to 
resume his command in the hast, sent hi* lieu- 
tenant, Publius Veniidius. into Asia, with orders to 
act against i-abieniw, and the triumphant ParthiiUiS. 
Vent Idfas landed uncaspecledly on thecal of Asia 
Minor, and $» alarmed Lahicmn, who happened to 
Jiavc no Parthian troop# with him. that the latter fell 
kick hurriedly towards Cilicia, evacuating all the 
more western provinces, anil at the nutit lime ^end* 
ing utEcttl messages to Pacvinw to implore succour 
i 1 acorns despatched a strung body of cavalry id hi* 
aid ; but these troops, instead of putting themselves 
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under hU c^minum!. bad the folly lo act indepen¬ 
dent!) . and tbt: rcsutt was, that, m a r.uli attempt ij> 
surprise the Ronton comp, they were defeated by 
Vent alius, whereupon they fled hastily into Ittida, 
leaving Labiernts to his late. The self-styled “ 1m- 
jK-ratof " upon this, deserted bis men and sought 
safety in flight ; but his retreat was soon discovered : 

hi. ! Ik was laurelled, capliifid and put to death. 

Meanwhile, the I'arlliious under I’ucwus, alarmed - 
at the turn which affaire had taken in Asia Minor, left 
Anri.-.mus, the Aamtnneatt prince, to mtftnge their 
interests ill Palestine, and concentrated them selves in 
Northern Syria and Comnwgfinii, where Uicy awaited 
the approach of the Kntnatre. A strong detachment, 
under a general [tamed Phiimapsilc?, was appointed 
til guard the * Syrian Gates." a narrow pas? over 
Mount A monos, tending from Cihein into Syria 
Here Vrntiilflls gained another victory. He had 
m-he f,.iw4iil an officer called Poaiposlins Silo with 
some cavalry tu endeavour to setae this post, and 
l'orn|«dius had found hinudf compelled to an en- 
gagpmem; with I’lwmapates, in which he wsu cm the 
point uf suffering defeat, when Veiidcfiu? himself, 
wlvo had probably feared for his subordinates safety. 
ap|*!aicii on the scene, and turned the -.. de in favour 
of the Rom tun The liciadunenl under Phaniiipate*. 
iv:ut overpowered, and i'ltarnajiiile? biui^elf w»? 
among the s»tnm, When news pf this defent reached 
Pacortu, tie tinitight it prudent to retreat, and ac¬ 
cordingly withdrew hi? troops across the Euphrates. 
This ninveiucnt he appear* to have executed without 
bring molested by Vcntidtim. win* thus recovered 
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Syrtd to the Roimm towards the dose of ILr. It), or 
curly In JXC >5, 

-But I'acofiu wu> far from [mending l<- rrimqmdi 
the content. Me liar! mack hiimdf popular among 
the Syrians by his mild mid just ndmimslrabmi, and 
knew that they preferred hb gmwmnt to that of 
(be Roimm-. lli-had many allies among Lbe petty 
princes and dyna-u who occupied a - mi-intk jK ii 
deni posit inn an the bcrnlers of the Parthian and 
Roman empire, q& ¥ fur example, Antioch us, King of 
Comintern*; Ly siinms, tctrarch of Itunea: Matchup 
sheikh of the KabatLean Arabs, and others More- 
o ver* Antigomis, whom lie lui.l establisJtcd as king nf 
the J mi's ‘till maintained him^lf in Juiktu against 
the efforts of Itemd, to whom Cktuvhi^ and 
Antony had a^gned ihc thmnci Faconis thcn. fi re 
urnmg^d during the remainder of the winter for a 
fttreh invasion of Syria III the spring, an d r taking ihv 
lidd earlier t bm hi adver *my expected, made ready 
to refine she Euphrates We are told that, if he Hail 
uiw^cl at the usual point, he would have come upon 
the Romans quite unprepared, the legions bring stilt 
in their winter quarters, some of them north atid Kime 
-on L Li of the gre.it tuouni iin range uf Taurus Vcn- 
ti'liuip few ever t emitriveil by ,* fitr.itagem to tndiiee 
him to effect his p&*tf*§ie at it different point, o m -jrlc r * 
abl y kiWTf dmrn (he stream, and in this way to waste 
some valuable time* which he himBdf employed in 
collecting lik scattered fiirce s Thus, whesi the I lc- 

thhms appeared uti the right batik of the Euphrates* 
the Roman general Wih prepared to engage them, 
mid vrrtj mot even loll) to decide the fate f 4 the war 
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by a fiiijdc battk He hail token we to provide 
himself w ith a Strong iorce of sltager-. and had eti 
trenched himielf in a position on high ground at 
some distance from the rivet The Purihiuns. finding 
their ita-uigc of the Euphrates unoppKcd, ami, when 
they fell in with the enemy. '<«in£ him entrenched, 
as though resolved to act only on the defensive, 
became over bold : they thought thf: forte opposed to 
them must distrust its own strength, or its own fighting 
capacity, and would be likely to yield its position 
without a Mow, if suddenly and vigorously attacked. 
Accordingly, as on a former occasion, they charged 
up the hill on which the Roman camp placed, 
hoping, like the Hoers at Majuba, to take it by mem 
audacity. But the troops in the camp were held 
ready, and at the proper moment issued forth; the 
assailants found themselves in their turn assailed,and, 
lighting m i disadvantage on the slope. were soon 
driven down the declivity. The iKiltlc was continued 
In tin: plain below, where the mail-clad terse of (he 
Asiatics made a brave and prolonged resistance; but 
the ilia gets galled them severely, and in the midst of 
the struggle it happened by ill fortune that Pacorn# was 
slain. The result followed which Is almost invariable 
In rive case of an Oriental army. having Iohi thdr 
leader, the soldiers almost everywhere save way; 
flight btxanr universal, and the Roman? gained a 
complete victory. The Partlimn army tied in two 
directions. I'art made for the bridge uf boats by 
which it had cros-cii (he Kuphrntes. but wa* inter¬ 
cepted by the* enemy arul destroyed. I’art turner) 
northwards into Commagini, and there built refuge 
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with the king, AtuloAus, who nrfuwtl to surrender 
them Lu the demand »ff Ventktil)*, and no doubt 
allowed them to mturn to their own country. It 
wcis sai'I that this final cmmutter took plwe on the 
anniversary of the great of tflirh.r. anti 

Rtimr flattered hersetf that she had at tat retrieved 
that ilk.mu?, having umtipcnuiL-d for the loss »f her 
cut n legions by live iloliuvium of a Royal I urlhiail 
jinny, and having by the -k-ath of tttfl associated 
monarch. Piicorus, more than avenged the slaughter 
of Craseit*. 

Thu* terminated the great Partition invasion of 
Syria under kilsiejm- and I’wniis; and with it 
terminal” I the po^lwcl of any further <P'ead nf the 
Arweid dominion Trmnfib the Wed. When (lie two 
iwni world-powers, Home and Parthia, firnl tame into 
eullLsiot), when the hard blow struck by the latter in 
the annihilation of the army of Cmssus was followed 
up by the advance of their cloud* of horse into Syria, 
Pates line, and Asia Minor—when Apamda, Antioch, 
sunt Jerusalem fell into their hands, when Ucddiu> 
Saxa was defeated and slain—Cilicia, Pumphylia, 
Lycik, and Card occupied, Lydia atul Ionia ravaged 
—it seemed a>; if Koine Had met, hot «> much -in 
equal, 3.' .1 superior; it looked a- if the power hitherto 
predominant v-mtd Ik compelled to draw back amt 
retreat, while the nciv power, Parthia, wmild make a 
long step in advance, mid JiUch her frontier to the 
jligcan and the Mediterranean. The history of the 
rout 1 -it. hi.-Uveii dvr K.Hl and Went, Uluerll Asia 
and Kunipe. is a hbUify of re-ACtion* At i-m; time 
one 0! the two comment*, at another time the other. 
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is in the BSKUdWt Thu lime appeared to have mmc 
when sHl- Asiatics weic once more to recover tbeiv 
own. and to beat hlit'k the lum-|M un aggressor to his 
|iro[Kr shorts and islonife. I be triumph* achieve*! 
by LUe Scljuktan lurks between the eleventh anil 
thu fifteenth centuries would in that case have been 
anticipated by atom? a thousand years through Uto 
efforts c.f a kindred and not disslmlliif people. Hut 
it tinted <kii that the ufibft now made was premature. 
W*1 1 lie the 1'artluun warfare w*» admirably 1 adapted 
fur tire national defence oil the broad plains Ot inner 
Asia, it ivtis id suited for conquest, ami, comparatively 
sjHiakint;, iunJTectivc in more contracted and difficult 
regions" I'hi- Parthian military system had not the 
elasticity of the Roman— it did not in the -ame way 
adapt itself to circumstances, or admit of the addition 
of my,v Anns, nr the indefinite expansion of an old 
out However loose and seuningly flexible, it was 
rigid in il > uniformity ; it never altered; it remain**! 
under the thirtieth Afsaccs '-u. h as it Had been under 
tlie first, improved In detfl 11 * perhaps but Calcutta I ly 
tile =ame system. The Romans, on the contrary, were 
always modifying and improving their system, always 
[ranting new combinations, or new inatucCUvres, or 
new modes of warfare, bom their enemies. They 

met the Parthian lactic? of t.a -ijrav. continuous 

distant mi-Files, and alum.-t exclusive employment of 
Cavalry, with an increase in the number of their own 
horw, a larger employment of auxiliary irregulars, 
and a greater use tif the ding. At the same time 
they learnt to take full advantage of the Parthian 
inefficiency against walls, and to practise again.it 
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them tin? .ins of pretended retreat and .irnhinh The 
result was thnt Ihrrthiu found she con hi make no 
serious impression upon the duntfriimu of Rome, and 
having become i.Hji'.iiii.l- d ...f this- by the exjKTU-nec 
of a decade of yews, tlieiHxfrirrh bid aside fnr ever 
lhi‘ iJream of Western cottqtieni. She trwk up, in 
fact, from this time a new attitude. Hitherto ehe had 
been oinsistently aggressive. She bail laboured mn* 
Ntontiy to extend herself at Jlu- cxjieiusc of die 
flactrums, the Scythians the Sym-Macedoriians, and 
the Armenians. She hail jmrotnled, like Rome, from 
one aggression '■> another, leaving only short intervals 
between her war?, and had always been looking out 
for some fresh enemy. Henceforth aim became, 
comparatively speakmg. pacific. She was content, 
r.jr the moat part, to maintain Iter limits. She sought 
no new foe. Her content with Rome degenerated, in 
die main, into a struggle IV t influence over the border 
kingdom of Armenia; and her hopes were limited to 
die reduction of that kingdom to a subject position. 
The grief of Oracles at the death of Pac-irus 
WU something extreme and abnormal. even in the 
emotional East For many days he would neither 
hI. nor speak, nor sleep; then his sorrow took 
another turn. lie iinoj-iiicd that his son bad u 
turned: he thought continually that Iil- heard or saw 
bun ; fie could do nothing but rcpe.il hrs nanus 
lwcry now iinrJ tlicn, However, lie awoke to a raise of 
the actual fact, and mmirncd the death of hU favourite 
with team. After a while this excessive grief wore 
ilself out; ami Lhe aged king begun to direct his attrn- 
tiou once more to public affair,, and co concern him 
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*df aboai the -ucces&oti Of the thirty -sons who 
stil! remained tt> him there was not «itte w li« j bad 

made hiixwlf n namc t ertv;ts m any way distinguished 
ubvc the remainder. In the absence, therefore* of 
smy p eegfrrial ground of preference Grodes — who 
semi* loJiiive regarded himself ai pessfcSstug <1 j$pht 
to nominate tin* suit whu Should succeed him—thought 
that the dainiH i f primngeniture Here entitled to l>e 
considered* and ^elected as hr> successor; Phr&ates, the 
eldest qf ihe thirty. Not content, however, with 
nominating him* or perhaps d -nljLfut whether tile 
nomination \rcuM be accepted by the Megistanes, he 
proceeded further to Abdicate in hit favour* Whereupon 
Pliriatci became actual ling. Thr tram-iiciion proved 
a inost unhappy one, ldm:i;su> jeukftis - some of 
his brothers. who were the sons of n princess nturned 
to Oro<fes T whereas his own mother was only a amm* 
hjfle, rommed them by and when the 

rx iiK'nardi ventured to vjcprc** disapproval of the 
iud s added the crime -if parriddc to th^l of fratricide 
by putting io death his Aged father. Thus perished 
Orodes, son of Thnuites, the thirreenth Araaeid, after 
a reign of eighteen or twenty years —the most 
memorable in the Parthian annals, Ub-ough scarcely 
a great king, he carried Parthin to the highest pitch 
oT her glory, l.u-- by hi?- own pcn=nitiil merit-., 

than by his juriidnu? selection of able officers for the 
command of hi^ armies. Exceedingly ambitious tic 
allowed no scruples to tnterrene with lu L - personal 
Kg grand} semen t. (Hit, having waded U> power through 
the blood nf a rather and a brother, maintained him¬ 
self in power by the sacrifice of his foremost subject. 
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His affection for his scrn Paconh ii the mewl ami able 
trait in his character, and redeems it from the charge, 
in which it would otlicrwibe be liable, of a complete 
, f eft.-e L at human! ly. I* vci i I lei c, 1. 1,0 w ever, lieytlowc<1 a 
want of balance and tnfldenitKiU, and, by allowing 
hi^ mind to become unhinged, benight disaster on 
himself and on those dearest to him. It may base 
Ixrfn a iissl \emesis, tint he should die at the hands 
of one of Ills sons, but ii seems hard that affection 
far nne son -should have put him siltogcthcf In tlic 
power of another. 





XII. 

kXf’L'DITEOK OF MARK ANTONY ACAT^ST rATzTfltA 
—Its I AiUJKt—WAR. J1FTWK1LN' PAUTIE1A AND 
MEDIA. 

PiIkAATRir. the son of Otnd^ who is generally 
known as Ph mates I hi: FnirrtJi. uscciukd the Parthian 
throne In the year lit 37. The Roman world waa 
still in throes of revolution. A im^ck paw had 
indeed been juiehed up l fifteen tliu inveoncilubJe 
rivals, CktavLiiTi and Antony, in the year hr 40. by 
Lite sacrifice qf “live fair, the modest*and ihc discreet 
fkLuia —*“ that marvel uf a WormtH,* 1 a> Plutarch 
Odin Iilt— to Lhc hurt-lived pauikm of ihu atiiusc 
Triumvir: hut dU^sim had quickly broken out— 
the bride ami bridcgnxJin had quarrelled—and, taforc 
the year i\tL 37 wa- ©ver p is ad parted, never ttr come 
1 ^hcr again, Anrony -tnd Octavtan were once 
more acknowledged enemies, and felt it necessary to 
ppjjL'c I »!f the world between them in 1 nkr lhat Huey 
rni^hT not at once come to blows Antony betook 
iiim^df tn the eastern portion of the Roman Empire, 
anti ronewcil hh dalliance with hh iigyfalitin 
Octnvinn remained in Italy, launching recriminations 
against his rival, and preparing for the deadly struggle 
which, be well kllew, inqjcjsdctl. Pbiaati.-^ probably 

*n 
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thought himself sift from attack under I tic circum¬ 
stance;, and felt himself free tu j . iu’LL- his natural 
temperament, which wa* cruel, jealous, ami blood* 
thfpti}', Not content with having bnUhed from his 
path the brothers whose title to the throne was 
better than hi*,' lie proceeded to make a dean sweep* 
ririU killed the rcmniiukr of the thirty. Nor was 
thh .til From the inu^-icnt of his own relations la 
panned Pi fivecutinfis ">f 1 birt h rim MCiWl^ who had 
provoked his jealousy, am! at hist created -uch a 
panic among them. that number* of them fled the 
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country, Lind taking refuge in the tcrritrrrj' west of 
the iLUphratea. filter! the camps and cities of the 
Roman provinces. Among these fugitives was a 
certain Metn-'tw, .1 nubkrnan of high distinction. who 
appear; to have gained men- than one military lucran 
in lire Syrian war of IbtconuL* Thii* officer roprc* 
■rented to Antony that I'hniates had by his tyranni¬ 
cal and sanguinary conduct nude himself detested by 
his subjects, and that <1 revolt on the part of large 
numbers could easily lie ejected, “ If the Romans 
would support him" he said, " he was quite willing to 

* iW. (i. »i- * iii»i " iu- 6 j >, m. 
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invade porthta, and he made no doubt of wresting 
ttic greater portion of it from ltit hands of tile tyrant, 
ant] of being himself accepted as ting. I n that case, he 
would consent to hold his crown of tin: Romans, as their 
rifepeiMbnt ami feudatory ; and they might count on 
hi> fidelity iinil gratitude ” Antony roodvid Monies 

with ostentatious generosity, and, affect mg the txiunifi- 
tmee of an Artaxenct * towards a ’ntantstoclts, made 
him a present ■ >f three cities of Asia, J^irbsa, Arelhuva. 
and Bambyei-,or Hiurapoiis. The Parthian monnrrb, 
alarmed at the prospect, sought to withdraw’ his 
traitorous MiUvct from the enemy's blandishments 
by ihc offer of pardon and renewed favour; and 
Moiuese* after duly balancing the propolis made to 
him one against the other, come to the conclusion 
that his home prospects were the more promising, 
j [ r therefore rei*rii’'.'nii.’<l m Antony LltuL he might 
probably do lum better - rvim- u friend at the 
Court of I’hrtWts than as a jm-tender his crown, 
and asked permission to accept the wotures which 
he had received, and to return to Ids native country, 
it is probable that the Triumvir was clever enough b- 
through his motives, and to unrferKUrad that no 
dependence was i> be placed on his protestations : 
but it filled in With Ills own interesi?; to amuse 
1 'hraatL-i for a short time longer with pacific pro- 
fesaionsj, and he saw in the rojmiat of Monicas an 
opportunity for throwing dust in the eyes iff a not very 
horn-lighted barbarian. Alonrcm* thus obtained per- 
rfli-ctfun*to rejoin hts sovereign, ant! was instructed 10 
assure him that Ihe Rutaan comma niter desired 
nothing w much as peace, ami asked only that the 
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standards captured by the I'/irtliians m the ivur vviiti 
Crassus and Vent id i its awl neb of the prisoners 
taken an still survived, should be bunded over U» the 
Humans, 

Hilt while thus pbyfng with his adversary, and de¬ 
luding Him with fond expectations, the Triumvir had 
fully mink up his own mind to plunge into war. mm! 
w.ts leaving un stone uniurilt-d to perfect his prepara¬ 
tion*. It is scry unlikely that it had rvfjuired the 
avert urvs of i Moivisos to put a I hi nh inn expedition 
into hi ; thoughts, Tile successes of his awn lieutenants 
must have lurcn Stimulant; uf far greater efficacy. C 
as govemur of Syria, lud fxirfr.rtitcd several 
martini exploits on the fmni jet» of that pm since 
Oniriin- CnurUs had defeated the Atmcnlans, with 
their Albanian and Jbertmj aliics, and had once more 
planted the Roman StandajrLs at tlie foot of the 
Caucasu - Above all, the great glory of Vcfltidlua, 
who hail hoefi allowed the much-coveted honour of a 
"triumph'' at Rome on account of his defeats of the 
Hartmans in Cilicia and Syria, must have rants ted in 
hi* mind, and have moved him toemulation, and canned 
hini to e.ist tibmit for ifimc niuaii- of outshining hi* 
lieu tenants and exalting hh own rriiliiury reputation 
above that of hi* subunlinulea. Nothing, he well 
knew 1 ) C'nihl be <e effectual for this purpose as a 
succci-sfirt {'.irtlii.in expedition—the infliction upott 
this hated foe of an tifimintaknble humiliation, and 
the dictating to them of uttii* of | Crave on their own 
soil niter some great ami decisive victory. Nor did 
thb now appear very difficult. After tile successes 
of Ventidius and Canidius Crussua the prestige of the 
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Parthian name wsls gmic. Tlvc legionaries could he 
I rusted Ui meet them without any undue .ilartn, and 
ti> contend with diem in the uauid K -rrun (hahimt, 
without excitement Of flurry. Time had shown the 
weakneA as well as Hie strength, of the Parthian 
miltatty w*t«n. ajld the &0tnan tacricfarai had sue 
©codedmdevising expedient* by which points 

might Ik met and triumphed over With Urn forces 
at his command Antony might well cs|««t to iUlack 
Rarthfo successfully, and not merely to avoid the foie 
of Cras^Us. but te obtain important advantages. 

At the same time he hud bis eyes open to all the 
possibilities of the military situation, and was making 
life prqKuminns with the greatest prudence and 
^werecy, He collected Roman trwips fn*m even 
available quarter, and gradually raised his legions to 
the number of sixteen, or according to some) of 
eighteen. ‘I hoe he dispe^ed itt the .Jiff,-rent dries of 
Asia, and did not begin to «wfc them until he had no 
furtlier need for concealment, He bar! brought with 
him front Europe Gillie and It* ram horse to the 
number of leu tltousand; his Roman infantry is 
irchimcfi *t sixty tbottsand ; uni the cavalry and 
infantry of the A viatic allie- amounted to thirty thou, 
jtatul The Armenian m march, Artavasdex, was 
secretly won over in the course of the winter, and 
promised a contingent of seven thousand foot and 
lix thousand horse. Thus the entire number of all 
arms on which he could count to begin the campaign 
was u 3.00a 

Antony was in no hurry ti> Iwgin. Mor lover 
than soldier, he was glad u. defer the hour for parting 
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with, the Siren by wJu>*c diarm* he was f.i mated, 
and exchanging the delights of vokiptuoiia dalliance 
for the harrUhipti of life in the hold Thus it was nut 
until the midsummer of n.c, 36 had arrived that ho 
could bring himself to ilium!*? his mistress to her 
Kgyjjtiim Ti..mi', mid place himself at Uic he.ul A his 
legion*. It wat hi* original intention to ero-* Hit* 
Euphrates into Mesopotamia, mu! to advance against 
PaitlUn by the direct mule, as Cms^iis had done; but, 
on reaching the banks of the Euphrates, possibly 
al Zeugma, lie found Lbe- altitude of defence ds-uructl 
by the enemy on hi* umi frontier w imposing, that 
he .diamiuiied his first design, anil, turning n.irtti- 
ivard*. entered Armenia, resolved to attack Parthia, 
in conjunction with his Armenian ally, from that 
quarter. Artavasda gladly welcomed him, and 
recommended thaL In. should begin the war. Hot by 
invading Tarthia il.-etf but by an attack on the 
dominion* of a Parthian feudatory, the King iif 
Media A trope tend, whose territories adjoined Ar¬ 
menia on the south-east. The king, lie said, was 
absent, having been aminmmed to join his *11 Derain 
on the banks of the Euphrates, ami having marched 
away with his best troop- to the rcfldestvmjs. HEs 
territory, therefore, wmId be ill-defended, mid open to 
ravage : it 1*33 men possible that I’nasjB, liu capital, 
in ight be an easy prey. The prospect c veiled Antony, 
.uni lie put himself at the di* position t ,f Artuvasdes, 
[finding his army into two pirtion*, and ordering 
OppiiB Statanu* one of his best officers, to follow 
him leisurely with the more imwictdly Jiortbii of the 
troops, the sfeuc-UitiLTicsi, and the baggage-tram, lie 
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hlinpi-lf proceeded In forced marches to I'raa-.pa, 
Utwfcr the guidance -*f Artjvusdis, .uxompuniot) by 
all the cavalry and infuniry "f the better sort, This 
town was watu^ittxJ at the distance of nearly three 
hundred mite* from the Armenian frontier: but the 
way to it lay through wrdfcculti voted plains, where 
f '‘il and '.eater l ic abundant. Antony ac cum pi idled 
the march without any difficulty, and Mt himself 
flown before the place. But the want of his siege* 
•rogmi-' and battering-train caused him to make little 
ill!incision ; and he was compelled to have recourse 
to the tong and tedious process or raising up a mound 
against the waJU. For some time lie cherished the 
h«|K‘ lli.it St.iti.inus Would arrive To his relief; but 
thin illusion wii-. ere Inmg dispelled, News arrived 
that the 1birtl min m tin arch, having been made ac¬ 
quainted with his plans and proceedings had followed 
on the footstep.! of his army, had come up with Sta- 
ti.ums and made a successful onslaught mi his dclarli. 
mcJil, Ten thousand Romans were billed in the 
engagement; many prisoners were Taken; alt the 
kajSP'ge-wiiggons and engines of war fell into tin: 
enemy's hands ; and Statin mis himself was among 
the 5In in* A further and still worse result followed, 
The Armen im monarch was ^disheartened by the 
defeat, tli.it, rng irding the Reman cnuwr a- desperate, 
he retired front the contest, drew off his troops, and 
left Antony to his own resources. 

'Hie situation became now one of great difficulty. 
Autumn was approaching; supplies were falling 
short; the siege works which Antony had attempted 
made no progress; and it was impossible to construct 

tj 
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a fresh battering-train to reptile l hat which hail been 
liikca. If Antony* could only capture the town 
before the winter set in, he would feel himself in 
si fitly, atni, having a breathing-space during which 
he might repair his liases, would be able to re- 
emit himself for another campaign. fie ihere.fcHV 
ii'.ntle desperate efforts to overcome the rcsisl-mce 
offered by the besieged, and to obtain possession «.f 
the city Rut ill win in vain. The walls were too 
strong and too high Hu mound ivas never brought 
to a level with their summit. From time to time Ltu: 
•U-fcmieni nude aalluis, drove off 1 ■ workmen, .ml 
iudieted serious damage on his construction. The 
Parthian monarch, hovering aUuit in tire neighbour- 
hood, looked with - !*>rn nil hir unavailing cmk-aviJur?, 
-ind contented himself with hindering hu supplies 
and Interfering with his foraging parties. Efforts 
made by Antony to bring on it general engagement 
by means of u foraging expedition on a huge sente 
failed, Hie Part hiatus retreating as soon as attack*" 
anil exhibiting their marvellous pimvcr of yetting out 
of an enemy's reneh almost without sufferin'; any 
losses. The Roman commander, xi the equinox 
drew near, camt to iJu* cutirluviun that lie mwt with* 
dmvs (mill tile sitge and retire Into Armenia. but 
liefore making thin eonfes>u u of failure. as a 1 ,-t 
resource, he sought to persuade hi* adversary to 
terms of accommodation. Tie would u mi,,. rc |j n . 
( lU i3ii die riege. and iccros- the frontier, he Mid, if 
Phraates would only yield up to him the tr;redrm 
captivt, ami standards. Tht demand ms prepos- 
twons, and lire Parthians simply laughed at it, feeling 
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that it was for Antony father to purchase an un~ 
mol listed rctitat, than for themselves to pay him for 
retiring- Each day that he lingered placed him in 
,i vtiirse petition, and made It mure certain that lie 
couttl not escape serious disaster. 

Af last the equinox arrival, and retreat became 
imperative. There were two reads by which it would 
be possible to reach the A raxes at the usule' point of 
pat-vu'c. Otie lav to the kA, through a plain am I 
Open country, prolxdily along the eourte of the Jag* 
hetti and the tastero shores «f f akt CJrtmtiyeh, which 
is the route that an army would ordinarily take; the 
other, which was shorter but more difficult, lay to the 
right, leading across a m mm tain tract, but one fairly 
supplied with water,and in which there were a number 
of inhabited vil luges. The Triumvir was informed by 
his scouts that the Fifthiins had occiifjir.-J the easier 
route in the expectation that he would select it, and 
were hopeful of overwhelming his entire force with 
their cavalry in die plains He therefore took the 
read i" the right, through a rugged and inclement 
country—probably that between Takhi-i-SuIciman 
and Tabriz—and, guided by a Manikin who was welt 
Acquainted with die district, set nut to make Ins way 
(tick to the Amxthi. His decision took the Fftrthuttt 
by surptiiv, and for two Whole days he was unmo¬ 
lested. By the thind day, however, they had thrown 
themselves aen>« hb path. Antony, expecting no 
interference, was pursuing his march in a *oitirwhat 
diHorderiy manner, when the Mardian guide, pcreelv- 
ing «ijt ns of recent injury to the route, gave him warn* 
rug that the enemy could noL be far off and the 
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Roman general hail just time to make hU troop* 
form in battle army, and bring his light armed and 
stingers to the front, when the Porthiim horsemen 
made liveir appearance uti ail sideband began a fierce 
lU-saulL Unit the Roman light troop*. L-ipce lolly Un»re 
nnnrri with ding* ami d.irLs, mtnic a vigorous icdst- 
artcc, the leaden ini.-iih - of the dinger* being found 
jiartkulariy effective; and, after a short combat, the 
Parthiatis, following their usual tactics, drew off. only, 
however, to return jj^ilu and again, until at last 
Antony'*. Gallic cavalry found an opportunity of 
charging ihem, when they broke and lied lustily, 
having received a serious cheek, from which they did 
not recover during the remainder of the day. 

However, on the day following, they reappeared; 
and thenceforth for nineteen consecutive days they 
disputed with Antony ever),' inch of his read, and 
Inflicted on him the most grievous losses. “The 
sufferings of the Roman army during this time/’ says 
a modern historian of Rome,‘‘were unparniitieri in 
their military annals. The intense cold, the blinding 
-mow and driving sleet, the want sometimes of pro- 
visions, vamctinics «jf wravr, tlic use- of poisonous 
herbs, and the harassing attacks of the enemy's 
cavalry and bowmen, which could only be rqtelled 
by maintaining the dense array of the phalanx nr the 
tortoise, reduced the retreating army by one-third of 
its mmibcRt'' Much gallantry was shown, especially 
by some of the officers. ,vs Flavius Gullits; and Antony 
himself displayed .ill the- finest rpialitiei of o com* 
minder, except judgment; but cvety effort was in 
vain : as the Roman army dwindled In number!*, that 


HIS RETREAT AND LOSSES, 21 j 

of the i'^uliiriii!? increased a-, the •trcujjtli of the 
iiiiJivtilii.il soldiers failed through scantiness i r ttts- 
wholesomcrusw of foix!, the? Courage and audacity of 
th<& adversaries were augmented ; the Roman Josses 
grrrw grenter from day to day. and at last culminated 
ill one occasion (if extrema disaster, when eight thou¬ 
sand men were placed M>rs de (ombnt, three thousand 
of them, including Gailus, being slain. At length, 
after a march of juo Roman, or 277 British, miles, 
the survivorf. readied the river A raxes, probably at 
the Jiilfa feny, and, crossing it, found themselves in 
Armenia. But the calami'tics of the return were not 
yet ended Although it lud been arranged with 
Artuvasdcs that the bulk i f ihe Roman army should 
whiter in Armenia, yet, before tile v.irious dctuch- 
could reach the quarter? assigned them In 
different parts of the country, eight thousand more 
had perished, through Lhe effect of past privations or 
the severity of tlic Armenian winter, Altogether, 
out of the hand red ItimisMid men whom Antony had 
taken with him into Media Auopsitcuc in the mid- 
suininer of ti,c 3 6, less than seventy thousand re- 
ut.iincri to commence the campaign of the ensuiitL; 
year VVdl may the unfortunate commander have 
exclaimed during die later portion of his march, as 
be compared hit own heavy Jo ^ with the light ones 
smivrei! by Xenophon and his Greeks in these same 
i^kns : “ Oh, those Ten Thousand 1 those Tell Thou¬ 
sand P 

On the withdrawal of Antony Into Armenia, a 
quand broke out between ffir-i.itc> and hit Median 
vassal The latter complained that he was wronged 
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iii the division made of the Rem mi spell*, ami ex- 
pressed himself with ski much freedom as icriousdy to 
offend his suzerain, i'eicdviitg this, he became 
shrined lest 1‘hraster should punish hi' IxddtWB 
by deposing him from his office and setting up 
an oilier viiaxa in Jus place. He thought it necessary 
tbrjeforc to look out for wine powerful support, and 
iin cBrefiilly tiniridtring the fKiMucui dtium-in, came 
to the conclusion that his be*t hope lay in making n 
friend of liis late foe Antony, srnl placing himself 
wndci Ro man pmteetjon Antony was known to 
have h *m deeply offended by the conduct of bis 
Armenian ally in the Utc campaign, and to lx- 
desirous of taking veiige-iriic on him, Ha had 
.1!ready made an attempt to get possession of his 
person, which had failed through the suspiciousness 
and, caution of the wily Oriental Hostilities between 
Armenia ami Rome were evidently impending, and 
might break out at any moment- It would tv clearly 
Jot Antony's interest, when war broke our, to have n 
friend on the Armenian frontier, and especially (mu 
who was strong hi cavalry and licnrmen. The Median 
monarch therefore sent an ambassador of rank to 
Alexandria, where Antony was parsing the winter, 
ami boldly pfsnpii-Kstl ;m alliance. Antony tt-idih 
accepted the offer. He vra* Intensely angered by thr- 
conduct of Ins late confeth:rate, and resolved on 
punishing his disaffection and desertion ; he viewed 
the Median alliance as of ilic ulmoL importance, not 
only .1 = against Armenia, lint ifcill more in omucetiori 
with the eloign, which Sic still entertained, of invading 
E'arttua itself; and he saw in the Atrnpateriukn ruler 
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a prince whom it w.mld he well worth his while to 
him! to hh cause mdi&jmlukly. Me therefore embraced 
the overture# made t r> him with joy, and c, c-n rewarded 
the mesststgej' who had brought them with a princi¬ 
pality. After sundry efforts to cm tee Artnvasdes into 
bin power, which rrccupkd him during; tile greater 
l>-ut of ip,< 55, bm which were unsuccessful, in the 
spring <i! hC J4 he suddenly made his appearance in 
Armenia. His army, which had remained there from 
the previous campaign, held ail the most important 
positions, and, as he professed the must friendly feci- 
ing" inwards Artnvasdes, even pro posing .in alliance 
belftLL-u tluir Cunilies, lli.it prim-;, after some lic-sita- 
tion.a: length ventured into hi-* presence. Me ^ 
immediately ^cixed and put in chains. Armenia whs 
rapidly owrnni, Artaxins, the eldest son of Artii- 
vusdes, whom the Armenians marie king In the room 
of lus f.itln'1, was defeated, and forced to lake refuge 
with Uic Parthians. Antony then umingwl a niHrriage 
between a daughter of the Median man arch and hid 
own min by CteofHiis, Alexander ; and tearing gairb 
>mi' in Armenia t>> h<dr| it ,v» a com pierc'd province, 
carried oft" ArUvitsdcs, together with a rich booty, 
into Egypt 

I'liraites during tln-ie transactions, had remained 
wholly upon the defensive. He was not a man of 
much enterprise, ami piolubly thought that a waiting 
prslicy was, under the circumstances, the I rest one. 
It cannot have been displeasing to him to see Arts*, 
wdes punished; and doubtless be must have been 
gratified to ubsem: bi ,w Antony wa. injuring his mvn 
cause by exasperating thv Armenian.^, am) teaching 
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them to detest Rome even more lhim they detested 
I'arlhia, But while die Roman troops held [Kjasession 
ixith of Syria all.) [if Armenia, and the alliance b > 
iwe-en Rome ami Media .Arrujmlcrtf: continued, lie 
could no* venture in take nny regressive step, or think 
of drring more than protecting his mm frontier. 
Almost tiny other Roman commander than Antony 
would, after crushing Armenia hive at once carried 
the war, in conjunction with his Median ally, into 
i'artliia, and have endeavoured to strike 4 blow that 
might avenge (lie defeat <>f tlnrrhx. Phraate* natu¬ 
rally expected an invasion of hii territories tmth in 
ttC 34, nfier Antony’s occupation of Armenia, ttttd in 
the follow iilg year, when lie again appeared In these 
parts, and advanced to the ArnJtes. But AntonyV 
Attention was sr> much engrossed by the p racer ding? 
of hi:, rival, Octavian, in the West, and it was ms clear 
to him that the great contest for the mastership of 
the Roman world could not be delayed much longer, 
[hut Eastern affairs had almost ceased to interest him, 
and his chief desire was to be quit of them. The 
object of his advance to the A raxes in u,i 33 wits to 
place thing* in such .1 (nodtion that Inn presence might 
lie no longer necessary, !t seemed to him that the 
interests or Rome would be sufficiently safeguarded, 
if the Median alliance were assured, and lie thcrafon- 
aonght an interview with Lin: AUopatenian Ling, and 
concluded a treaty with bint. The terms were very 
favou ruble to the Median. Me received a body of 
Human heavy infantry in exchange fur a detachment 
of hi* own light horsemen : hi9 dominions were con* 
siikrebly enlarged on the side «f Armenia; and the 


PS&VLTS OP THE iXPRBTTNfir. 2T7 

marriage previously arranged between hi*- daughter, 
jotapa, and Antony's son, Alexander, was accom¬ 
plished. Antony then marched away to meet his 
Roman rival, 11 altering himself that lie had secured, 
at any rate for some yeans, the tranquillity of the 
Asiatic common L 

Rut Phraate* now -aw his opportunity. In con¬ 
junction with Artaxiiis, he attacked the Median king, 
and, though at first repulsed by the 'valour of the 
Roman troops In the Median service, succeeded, after 
Antony had required than to rejoin bis standard, ifl 
inflicting on him a severe defeat, and even making 
him it prisoner, ThL- success led to another. Artixiia, 
having now only the Roman garrisons to contend 
with,re-entered and recovered Armenia. Thu Roman 
garrisons were put to the sword, Armenia became 
once inure wholly Wide pendent of Rome ; and it is 
p writable that Media Atiuputcrui relumed to the 
Parthian allegiance. 

The result of (he vxfM.tlition of Antony was thin* 
rattier to elevate l ’art h la than to depress her. An¬ 
tony, notwithstanding Ids undoubted courage, fet it be 
dearly seen that he shrank from a direct encounter 
with the fuJI force of the Parthian 1 dii^durru [ knee lii> 
avoidatiLof any invasion of actual Parthian territory, 
and the Uttiitatinn nf his efforts to the injuring of his 
enemy liy striking at her through her dependggpfts. 
Media and Armenia, Xor was flic Timidity thus ex¬ 
hibited com | Kin sated fur by success in tlic compara¬ 
tively nitkiII enter;) risen to which lie cottikted himself 
The expedition against Media Atruiwteruivas a com¬ 
plete failure,and resulted in thy W of thirty thousand 
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fiten. Tl ie A rmc-nfati ca rn p.i ign su ect x-i !tri l at the 1i mc h 
by; h ailenutud a nation m Inch il was of inc utmoat 
important tu cos id lb tfe r arn I it nut* fdlnwed almost 
immediately by a revolt me which Rome ufifeetl fnrilt 
disaster*, and which drew Armunta dnmar' t*> Parlbia 
than she had ever been drawn pixTfou&ly- On the 
retirement t?f Antony from the Ka^t. Faith ia occupied 
as grnncl a poBttfon &<= bad ever before been fier^ 
<;>;o:pEin^ dmin^j the brirfspin'■ i hf 1 1l- r suite>. ■ < > u11 tier 
Pacorua and Labtetnne 
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INTERNAL TROl'DLES IN PAKTliTA —III i : - KM-ATIONli 
Willi HOME UNDER AUGUSTUS ANir 11 i>l£klU:S 

Pjjha.vtkS, justly proud of KU sueceisca against 
Antony, and of the re-estafalblimcfii of His aulhorify 
over Media Atropuienc, n^nrding, miifei.ser, hi* posi¬ 
tion in I’urtlua. as iliereby dteohUdi secured, pm 
cwlu! to indulge the natural cruelty of Siis disposi¬ 
tion, anil resumed the Imrdi and tyrannical treatment 
i,f hi) Hiihjccti, by which lie had nude lumtclf odious 
in the early yean of hir. o-ign.i fw far did he pu^li 
his r W r.->'inn,th.d tie h»»;J l be paiiems: of the 1'v jplc 
gave way, and an mmmrction broke out ;i“ ifiUt lib 
authority, which compel Ini him to fly the o untry R,C 
33). The revolt isms headed by a certain Tin dates, a 
Wlib&tn nofaie, who, upon its success, was made 
by the iiMingeuti Hi mates fled Into Scythia, and 
nppealflrl to the numinb to embrace 111- cjitv.*, Ever 
ready for war and plunder, tlie hordes were nollifng 
InLh ; and, crossing the frontier in Ihree, tfiLy '>uc- 
CL-t.-tkiJ without much difficulty in restoring the exiled 
monoidi to the throne from which hb subjects had 
dejXtacd him, Tind.u- fled at their approach, and, 

* 5c* itptfi j* 
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having: contrived to tarry oil in luV flight the youngest 
son of Ph routes* piesotUcd hirasdf before OcUvmn, 
who was in Syria at the time re, 30) on hi* return 
(turn Egypt, ^urn:uttered the young prince into h ht 
hands, and requested his aid against the tyrant. 
Octaviim accepted the valuable hostage, but with his 
usual caution, declined to pledge Mma alf to furnish 
any help tu the pretender; he might remain, he nahl* 
m Syria, if lit so wi-ibtti, and while he r mtSimed 
under Roman protection .1 Tiiulahfc provision should 
be made for his sttppnrt but he must not expect to be 
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nr placed ii|i.-ri tfu- I “urthian throne by the Roman 
arms Sewne yearn bter inx. 33 ). Fhraitef in his tuni 
iriiidt: application to the Imperator for Die surrender 
of the person of Titillates ami the rtir-Ciimirm of his 
kidnap; ted :aj(i; but the application fro* only partially 
successful, Oct avian said he willingly motored to him 
h\% *0*1. and would not c\ f . n .\sk a nmsnin : hut the 
surrender nf a fugitive was a cllfTemtt matter, nnd one 
that he raild not possi% consent txx Where would 
be the huritistr of Rome, if such a thing were done? 
PhraaUs would, f|i> double feel that sjmc return wn- 
du^ on aecuuui uf hb son, An acceptable return 
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would be she i k-hv wry to the Romans uf the standard* 
m\d captive* take!* from CnisSUs itn.J Antony* The 
Ikmhiiin mtiti>trch mark tm direct te ply to title mg- 
gL-Htinn He gladly reo-ived his son, but Ignored the 
refft of the message. I( not until three year* 

later, when Getavian (now tiecfimc Augustus) visited 
the East, lHhJ wnf seemed the probable alternative if he 
ojjitimfctt!-ibtUirme.t] .a iht EirtiiLau monarch Lraii( Ut 
himself to rrltmiulah the trophies, which wen- os much 
priced hy die victor? a* by the vanquished. The act 
wn< one &q unpatriotic as io be scarcely patdmiiibk ; 
but we must rafttembur that Phmutes held his crown 
by a very insecure tenure —he was extremely un¬ 
popular with hh subjects, «ftd Augustus IumJ it in hi* 
jiower at M\y moment to produce z pretender. wlm 
had imix occupied, am) with Rofnjm help might easily 
have aseeiwfoi for a second time, the throne of the 
ArsadcU 

The remaining years of Phrantes—and he reigned 
for nearly twenty years after restoring the stj'uufank 
—wuc diru2.a unbroken. 1 y any event of Importance 
The result of the twenty year* 1 struggle between 
Rome and Farihm. had been to impira* either nation 
with a w ho Jerome fear of the othe r. B ot h had 
triumphed on their own ground ; both hod failed 
when they ventured on sending expeditious into their 
enemy's territory. Each now stood on its guard, 
watching the movement* of its adversary across the 
Euphrates Both had become pacific, h is a well- 
known fact that Augiismv left it a principle of 
lpolicy to his successors that the Roman territory had 
reached it-* proper limits, mix) coulr] uni with ll ivy ad- 
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vantage be extender! further. This principle, fidlowed 
with the utnmst strictness by Tiberius, was accepted 
up a rule by aU the earlier Cjcsire, ami only regarded 
by them os admitting of raic and slight exceptions. 
Tmjuti was the first who, a hundred and thirty years 
after the accession of Augustus, in title light of it, and 
set it at defiance. With him rc-awoke the spirit of 
wiHjuest, ilie aspiration after universal dominion. 
Hut in the meantime there wa* [icace—peace not 
indeed ahtriliUeiy unbroken, Tor border wars, occurred, 
and Rome was sometime* temitted to interfere by 
arms in the internal quarrel - of her neighbour; but a 
general state of pttK and amity prevailed; neither 
Stat'- made any grand attack on the other's dominions; 
iiti change occurred in the frontier; no great bailie 
tested the lelntive .strength of the two pci plci Such 
rivalry is prill continued w.i* exhibited J":S in atltll 
than Its diplomacy, ami allowed itself mainly in en¬ 
deavours on either side to obtain a predominant in¬ 
fluence in Armenia. There atone during the century* 
and a half that fmerveneri between Antony and Trajan 
did the intcrKts of Rome and Parthio come into col¬ 
lision, and in connection with this kingdom atone was 
there during these years any struggle between the two 
empires. 

A;\ i Phmates had yielded to Augustus in Hie im¬ 
portant matter <-f thr sMndartLs and Hit jiri-oimr-. he 
Uppcnni for many yc*irs t-> have -lu'Hnuih cultivahrd 
his good graces. In the interval between tj.l_ i i nnd 
B.C 7, having rcsLStm to distrust rile intentions of his 
subjects towards hint, and to suspect that they might 
not improbably depose him am I place roic of lii - sons 
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i\\ m die Pa if hi an thtone, he n^ived to ^:tid Lht-se 
pta^ihle riva h out of the country ; nml oil thi* QCa- 
™>n he paid Augustus the wmpIniMtti of ivlcctfag 
Rome for his children** residence: The youth* were 
four in number—Vonones. who was the eldest* Srmv 
pyxLmes, Rfaodaspes, and Phraates; two of them 
were married and had clifldrtm They resided at 
Rome during rhe furaimlrr of thefr father** lifetime, 
irncl wxrrc titrated a* beam* their tank, tidltg sUj> 
ported at the public charge, and to a magnificent 
man net. The Roman writers speak of them as 
N borages* given by Phraates to the Roman Km- 
|M.wr ; 1 but this was certainly out Use Intention of 
the Parthian monarch, nml it wu scarcely possible 
tlint ibe idea oaulH lx entmaintd by the Burnous 
at the time uf their n.^ [deuce. 

The friendly relations thus established between 

Phniuies and Avr^ Lurti ia would piolohty have eon* 
tinucrl undisturbed until the death of the one or tine 
other had iuut a rcvnlmtmi broken out in Armenia, 
which templet! the Parthian kirsg beyond h h p&wm 
of rnstftlann. On the death of Artaxiiu, in the year 
tu . m< Augustus* who w» then in the East, hod sent 
Tiberius into Amicnia, ta arras igc the afEfcfc* uf the 
nauon ; and Tiberius had thought it best to place 
u\nm the tlnnitea bmthei of Anoxias, mimed Tignute* 
Part hi a had made no objects, m to thb ammgnttiett^ 
but bid tacitly admliR-d the Raman ■m^erointy over 
the Armenian naiioit, Fourteen years afterward#, in 
KC 6 , Tigittfeea died ; and the Armenians, without 

■ Veil. PiWfOJllli, tldtlfL fiL^ila, Otisim, 

&c- 
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wailing to fctvm- the pleasure of the Roman Emperor, 
conferred the soveirigrit} tm hi* three sons, whom 
their father had previously designated for the royal 
office by associating them with him in the govern¬ 
ment. But Hu- was a liberty which Augustus Could 
not possibly allow He therefor*. in ts.n s, sent nn 
expedition into Armenia, deposed the three sons of 
Tigrancs, and estaUbhed in the kingdom a renaui 
ArUtvosdes, whose birth, rank, and claims to the royal 
position arc unknown. But lire Armenian** w ere <l»s- 
SiilishLtl and recalcitrant. After enduring the rule of 
Home’s nominee for the short space of throe year!, 
they rose in revolt against him, defeated the Romans 
who endeavoured to support his authority, and drove 
him out of the kingdom. Another Tigran e3 was 
placed upon tin throne; ami, nt the suuc time, ParthLt 
was cattail in to give the Arm retard their protection, 
in case Rome should again interfere with the eh nice 
of the nation. Phraales could not bring himself tn 
reject tltc A mwninn overtures, liver since the time 
of the Second Mithridates it had beerl a settled prin¬ 
ciple of Pattha’j policy ih.it .Armenia should be de¬ 
pendent on herself; and, even at the com of a rupture 
with Rome, it seemed In I’hrnnb- ■ that he must n> 
siKHid to the appeal mink to Him, The rupture might 
not come. Augustus was now advanced in years, and 
might submit to the indignity offered him without 
resenting it. He had lately lost the services of his 
best general—his 5 tep*i-n. Tiberius— who, in cotiso 
quence or the slights put Upon him. had gone into 
retirement at Rhodes. He had no one that he could 
entrust with an army but his grand sons, youths who 
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liiifl not yet fleshed their maiden word* l*hnuU« 
probably hoped that, under 'melt d retime I juices, 
Augustus would draw ImcIc heibrc Llur ti-m'i* nf a. 
Parthian war, and wottftf allow without remonstrance 
-nr, at any Title, without resistance-^ lire passing of 
Armenia into the pr-sat- -n of t Farihrau uLi^t illy. 

lint, if such were hit. expectation v hr hint greatly 
miscalculated Augustus had as keen n >ensu or 
what the honour of ivome required now that lie was 
4n old man of sixty as when he was n youth of 
twenty. From the time that He first heard of the 
Armenian outbreak, and of the support lent iL by 
rarthia, lie appear, never to have wavered In Ins 
determination to rc-assctl the Homan claim to a pie- 
pomlcnumg Influence over Armenia, but only to have: 
hesitated for a bine asLo the individual whose cervices 
it ivrniiil lie Ik *-1 - 1 ■ employ ill the business, 'l'ibcnu^ 
naturally pre*eiilvil htinself to hfsmfnd ns by far tin* 
fittest pcr.i"ill fnr -u-'h a work--a wnr-. in which diplo¬ 
matic and military' ability might h\ ins-lb of them, 
almost vqinilly required ; but l ihcriu-. hud recently 
1 liken offence at certain slights which lie 'opposed 
himself to Have received, and had withdrawn from the 
public service and from official life altogether tn 
default nf bin brave and- astute *tq>-«n, Augustus 
could only fall back tijjtm hH gnitdviu*; but the 
eldest nf these, < sins, was isdw, in the >< .ir U,r ?, no 
more than eighteen years of wge, and the policy nf 
employing so young a man to s*:> difficult and impor¬ 
tant a huainews couLil not hut appear to him extremely 
quellionabht Augustus therefore hesitated, and it 
wits not until Lite in the year iu. I that hedespatched 
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Cams to the l\«t, with authority lore!tie the I'.irthiars 
anti Armenian trouble a-. it diouM seem },<%! to him. 

Meun while, In mover, a change had occurred in 
i'arthio. I'hrautw, when MnunvhAt advanced in life, 
had married an Italian slave girl, caricii Musa, wh<« 
had been —■ ■nt to him as a presrul by Augustus, and 
had had a -..11 born to him frnili this rnamiige, who, 
;ls he gr.-'.v up, came to hoM an important (u-dtion 
in the I'.mhbn state, It was* J>ei1iapi through the 
influence of this youth’s mother, Musa, that Ph routes 
iva. induced to send hi* hnir elder buys to Rome, tlieie 
ii> receive their education. At arty rale, their .ih^cnce 
Itsft an ope nine for her smn, PhraataCe-s, of which she 
took can: that he dr add have the full advantage ; and 
the youth, becoming h»s father's sole support in hia 
declining years, came to lout; upon himself, and to 
U- l* 1 upon by other*, a# hi* natural ucu r, 
i'i insdous, however, of tin- weakness of his claim to 
the tlifi-ne, and ijniihtflll of hi- Father's Attentions with 
regard to him, if he allowed events to take their 
natural course, theambiliou-. youth Jesf.tlvi.-rj to licLutue 
the shaper of Ills own fotine, and, in con junction with 
his motlter, administered [Wirtim in ihu aged in [march. 
From the vffc i> of which lie died i'hreatarcs then 
-eirctl the throne, and icigncd as joint nuvercifjn, with 
his in oilier, to whom he allowed the tales of ” f Jneeti" 
and * Goddess* anil wkoetc image he placed upon the 
reverse of most of Ids coins. 

Among lUc first act* <d t*hm.iUcj - as king was the 
sending of .in embus} to Aagosiu-., whom he pro¬ 
fessed to regard a-i Mill friendly tn I'.irthla, though he 
must have known that the Parthian attitude towards 
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Armenia had alienated him. * lc informed Augustus 
of Iris accession to the thnuhi of the Apwride, apolo¬ 
gised for lilt; circumstances under which ii hail taken 
j if au, and jtnjposd a renewal of the treaty of jknkc 
which luil subsisted between Augustus and his father, 
adfita® a request that the Koniali EtopUMr wodd, m 
con si deration of the ] .trace, himUy surrender lo him 
hi» four brothers* who* pM** place of residence was 
n,.i Rome, but Parthia. With respect U \imetii.i he 
otsmed a dbefttet silence. leaving it to Augustus to 
initiate negotiaitofts on the subject or to accept the 
status p*. AllgUittis leptW t* this message in term* 
uf t-sueme severity. Addr ^-.iog I'htMUtcs by his 
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tuit name, without milling lire title of Icing, he re¬ 
quired him to lay aside tiu royal appelbufott, whkh 
he had ho arrogantly and unwamuilably assumed, ami 
Lit the saftii! rime to evacuaU all the; p utiOns nf 
Armenia which his troop? wrongfully occupied. With 
ir-.jH.ct to the surrender of die Parthian princes* the 
brother* of t'hiuauw.'i, anti thdr families, lie said 
nothing. Nr r did he r^jHind to the appeal concern• 
ing the formal renewal of a trealy Of |amce 11» fcft 
f'hraatucts to infer tliat liifi brothers would be retained 
at Rome, as prol ender-; to the throne of l’arlhia, whom 
it might be convenient at some future time to bring 
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forward ; aiul hr n> >t obscurely intimated that no unity 
of ptacc would be concluded an HI die Partisan 
tRiDji* were withdrawn licnuts the Armenian fnmtfcr. 
L’hniatico, however, w r a> nut to be cowed by mere 
tt-afiL* Ht repaid Augustus in hi - own win, sending 
him a roiitemphiout message, in which, while jeuum- 
ing to himself the high-sunn ding Oriental designation 
of" Kioy of Kings*" he curtly addressed the Ratmm 
Emperor a* ** Caisar." 

It is probable that tlib attitude of defiance would 
have been maintained, and that the Parthian troupe 
would have continued to gaiTi:iun Armenia, had 
Augustus refrained from active measures, uud l»ecn 
content, with menaces. But .when, in H.C. t, the 
Emperor proceeded Er,im words to acts, and des¬ 
patched his grautUon, Ohms, to the East at the head 
I-If ;i large force, with o*di:-, to i,:-esmUU»ll the Unman 
influence in Armenia, evert at the cost of a Parthian 
a-AT, ami when Cams shoved himst'lfin Syria with ail 
(he magnificent surroundings of die lui[H!rial dignity, 
Phraataecs became alarmed. It v -as arranged during 
the winter that an interview should be held between 
the two princes in the spring of ,<lU. t, on an island 
in the Euphrates, where the term* of art arrangement 
between tire two empires should he discussed and 
scLLied. For the first and almost the Inst time a 
Earthian mtumreh and asefon or die Roman Imperial 
I louire met amicably far the purpose of nega&tinit, 
and dbcustfoJ the terms on which the two empires 
could be friends. On either b.ink of the 1 ' great river M 
were draw'll up the mighty hosts, which, within a few 
i.l,vys, if no agreement were come to, would bctuoscil at 
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taeh rrthc^s throats. The tw* chief-, accompanied by 
ait equal number of attendants, passed from their 
respective bank* to the Island, and therein the full 
right. if both armies,proceeded to hold the conference. 
An arrangement ;atisFaCtoiy to both sides was mute, 
the chief proviso of which was the evacuation of 
Armenia by the Parthian* Felting Lind banqueting 
folliHU'd. TUc Parthian king wss first entertained by 
t;&iu- on site Roman side of the river, after which Cains 
wasm hi? turn feasted by the Parthian ofl the opposite 
bank, Cordial relations were established. For once 
in the course of the long struggle wiLh Rome, Parthia 
sesrms tirhave actually made Up her tnlntS to relinquish 
Armenia to Iter adversary. She gave up her claims, 
withdrew her tmaj^ ofUl. during the serious troubles 

Which followed— trouble* where i u i bus fast Ilia life— 
honour,ibly abstained from all fntcrfurcnee,tilhtr by 
intrigue or arms, m Armenian affairs, ami allowed 
Rome to settle them at her plcwaure 
Tltc willingness of 1’hiaatacus thus to efface fiimsdl, 
«ml concede to Rome the foremost position in Asia, 
4 tv.Mf [irokihty from the unsettled state of the king- 
duin, nml the internal difficult !l- uhidi Llitculetitd him. 
To be a parricide was not in 1‘ mhia an absahlte bar 
I , iwipularity and a quiet reign, as had been proved 
by the prosperous reign of I’hrontes IV', but then- were 
dnaJtust.rnccH coimikLed with the recent palace revo¬ 
lution, which threw special discredit upon the prin¬ 
cipal agent in it, and grtcvundy tifTemlcd the pride ot 
the I'anhiao tw-bk* Private and Jol&ih motive* had 
alone actuated the young printe, who could not even 
pretend any pnblk ground for the extreme step that 
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hr had taken, lib subjection to female influence. 
e*pecin!lv‘ when the fwnute was .* foreign slave-gid 
enraged thr: nriWi--• and drew down their eemtetupt. 
The exalted honours which He heaped on her 
ofictitled their pride. Rumour*, which mny have had 
n>i foundation in tact. increased Ilia unpopularity, and 
covered hh companion oil the throne with even a 
deeper fihiidc of disgrace Hit Meghttrttws consulted 
together, anti within a few year# of his establishment 
8-t king raided n revolt against hi* authority, which 
lev min,it .1 in lit* Jep.sslttQQ or <le,iih. An Arsacul. 
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named Orodca, wa-* cho-rn in hi* place £ but lie too, 
in n short lime, distdew«fl lit* subjects, and was mur¬ 
dered hy them, either at a banquet or during n hunt¬ 
ing expedition, i: then occurred to the Mcgistiutes 
to full back on Lha legitimate heir Uj the thtone, who 
was ntill At Rome, whither he had been sent by his 
father jvotne fifteen yearn previously, Accordingly, 
thej ? despatched tui cmlMMy to A«gu«W' 5 ), and 

asked to 11arc Volumes* the eldest am of Hi mates 
TV„ sent hack to IVu thta, that he might receive his 
father'! kingdom Augustus readily complied, since 
he regarded it as lor the tumour of Rome to give a 
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kW lfl I’arthia. urn! Voiumc* out to Ada 

will, much pomp and ui.my presents, t0 f <a W * 

[nnjiji.ui which was the second higltcsst that L ic won 

lu d lu offer. , t . 

It i 4 s^itl Hull priucei Lin* oliyaytf rn^jular un tiutr 

coronation day ; and certainly Vononc* «» ™ «- 

MMtan to tte «.ta Hh n««J 

him with every demandntttun oT l"y. phased liU 
diiidww with a new plaything But this c 0 
ferlin- did nut continue very 1o*t£- 1 hcfl ' u:1 - n 1 J 1 

me of die MM toonarch s«n showed ifedt. Bred 
jit Koine, amid the Iu*«rtes *» d refinement -H 
Western cwilhaliun. the rou»h ^ P uri3 and somt 
manners of hb carntr) men JbpU i*d and disrated 
hint- lit- Urf>k no pbaavre in hoxw^p =^Uk«£ii &l»- 

Mjinjd in the Inuitmft-fieW. absented himself dum the 
rad., facing* Winch formed a marked future of the 
national manner., and, when he showed 
public, was usually v«n recliniU J tn a litter. b n. 
hrait-ht with him, moreover, from the place of «« 
evUr? a number of Greek companions, whom the 
Parthian, despised and ridiculed, (hr favour wine. 1 
juc showed these Ih Leri-urcra excited tin ir jealousy atld 
H Was lo no puffwjsc that he **< ufiht to con¬ 
ciliate his subjects by the optmtt* *«J 

affability of his demean our, or by the readiness with 
w hid I he allowed accesa l" hii person. Virtues and 
orate*, unknown to the nation hitherto, were, in Bie 
cm «r the com Lie rs, not merits but defect*. Dl*l|tee 
of the mx march led Hi'm tu tor* back will) di^aii-.- 
hctlqn nn the part which they had taken tfl P lafin ff 
him ujHitt the ill rune. ” Partita hud indeed dcgcnc- 
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rate*), they £riitl, " in asking fur a king who belonged 

to another wnrid, and into whom there hr id been 
vslgiiifiieit a foreign retie) hostile civilisation All the 
gloij gained hy destroying Cntiutta qnti repulsing 
Antony was utterly tout and gone, if the country was* 
to be ruled by Ccesar’i bond-stave, awl the throne of 
tile ArcuJda: to be treated as if it were a komnn 
province. It wmdcf have been bnd enough to have 
had a prince imposed upon them by the will of a 
superior, if they find been conquered ; it wa» noise, 
111 all nlspecU worse, to -suffer such an irmdi, when 
they hail not even had war made upon them," Under 
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the influence of these feelings, the Parthian*, after 
they had tolerated Vononcs for a ti.w years, r<*c in 
revolt against him (about ,U» to), and summoned 
Artah.iims, .m Arnrcid, wlm had grown to manhood 
* muri ji ^ lhih.e of the Caspian region, but was at 
Uu> time mbjcct-king of Media Atropatdne, to ml. 
over lliem. 

\ enwn, when it is offered, b not often dec]itied, 
th .ugh a few crowns may have gone begging in the 
modem world, now that kingship ha, lost its glamour ; 
md ArUbamt. mi receiving the overture from the 
I’arthlan nobles, at rnio? expressed his wEihugness to 
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accept the prolife fed dignity, He invaded Pnrthut at 
the head of an army oonswitag of Ins own subjects, 
ant] engaged Vononus. to whom hi tils difficulties 
the bull: uf the Parthian people luut rallied- Thk 
engagement resell led in the defeat of the Median 
monarch ; and Vwnonci n,n iwi proud of his victory 
that he i in mediately had a coin struck tu commemo¬ 
rate it, Ixt.irint' on the obverse his own (lead, with the 
legend of. BASIAEI2 ONQNit^ and on the reverse a 
Victory withtii, I, n cml—D jIXIAETS UXONHJS NEJ- 
AF'TAbAMJN King Qnone* on hi* defeat 
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of Aitabtmusd 1 15ii: the =ctf-grn fetation was premia- 
lure, Artabftntts had made good his retreat into In* 
own t un nfjy. and. having there collected a larger army 
than before, retUitied to the attach. Thit- time he 
tva.*. suconutfuL The fra-' uf Von cities were defeated, 
and lie hints elf, escaping hum the battle with n few 
folio went, fieri on horseback to Sdtnjcia, white hi* 
vanquished army, fallowing more slowly in Ills track, 
wii:- picked upon bi il.f: I'ktorioup Medc.and mlTcrcd 
great Ic-ise* Artflbauu-, entering Ooijiluii in 
triumph, w* immediately acclaimed hiiii- Vonones 
tewk refuge in Arm etna, and, the throne happening to 
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be vacant, wns not only given an ^ylum, but ap¬ 
pointed to the kingly nflkc Artahwus naturally 
rrmLPUfptralvi], ami Shtc-ikmd war unk-s Vom-uiL-s 

were Mimmrlirrcd to him. Armen in w«w ,1 lam; erf and 
began ta waver; whereupon Vem^ncs withdraw him¬ 
self from the country, and sought the protection of 
Cretiutii Sttatius,. the Roman governor of Syria* who 
received him with favour, gave him a guard, and 
allowed him the suit And title of king, but at the 
strne time kept him in a #^rt of honotiribk captivity. 

It was under these circumstances that the Roman 
Emperor* Tiberius, who hod recently succeeded 
Augustus, dricrralucd to entrust the adiiitiifatriition 
ami pacification of the Iburt to a jicr*aiujic of impor¬ 
tance—one who nlimild combine the highest rank with 
ci nsldcrrable experience* -iml shdulrl strike the imagi¬ 
nation nf the Orkntali* and command their nltenthin, 
at once by tlie dignity of Id* office, and In 1 the pomp 
and jplemlour of libs surroundings. It may be Itaf* 
in hh tckcuoit of the individual, In: was actuated by 
motives of jealmuy* amt by the wish to mpm% term*, 
whum he ecu 1 1 1 not but regard a* a rn d, from an arm y 
whichi had jjmwn too much attached to him. But it 
seems scaredy fair to alt rib a to these motives La him 
upon mere smpkkti, jyi.J it Is ddBcyli tu km whnt 
better choke Uun the vme lie made ua* ripen tu him 
under the circumMinoes of the peiunl. Germanium 
was* at the time, the *ecarrd man in the State He 
had knowledge of affairs ; he was a grant soldier 
and general ; Iin mariners were courteous and agree* 
able ; and he w.l- iwjpuLif wiHl all c)u£=e* At 
ctuc the ntpliew and the adopted *on uf the ^jve- 
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reiyn, he would - ir fly scm lo die Orientals to 
shine with a reflected mdliUWC ; they would -we 
in him the tfttrr fgp of the grait Western rtiltncnu, 
amt would be by the gniiufcur of his posi¬ 

tion, white fascbnteiJ by the chcinn of his penaiii- 
atily. The rn- re lu ilfrcL their minds, Tiberius 
conferred on his rejm^entutbe none of the ordinary 
ami ncil-wom litkn koin.m .id mui 1st in live em¬ 
ployment, but coin til for him a phmse unknown 
in oBcfttl language previously, inventing him with 
an extnwnlteuy command over all the Roman 
dominions east <»f the Hellespont i nti powers were 
granted him for making |*JU* or war, for levying 
litKpi Linm^iiij* province^ appilntbtfi Mjhjcet kings, 
coilcludSlIg ircalie?, nird rfonuEti;' other sovereign 
acls willmut referring hack to Rome for in si run intis. 
A train of itmmml magnificence accompanied him to 
hi* djjirgc, cateultit-il in Impress the Oricntttl^wHh 
the conviction ih-U iliss -v aa no common negotiator. 
Germsiitemi arrived in Ada Jit the spring of AD. jS, 
and wi i hin the spue* of a finite year completed the 
task, which he had undertaken, .-atitifactorily. U avin g 
veiled Artniruln in person, and ascertained the fcel- 
tngi and dispoiition of the Armenians, he made up 
Stir mini] in r to demand the re-in statement of Vonoik 
which would huee been throwing down the gauutjjet 
(O ParthJa, tier yet U1 allow the <- Ubl!-i.i i^nt of mi 
Arsarid tm the Armenian throne, which would have 
been exulting Part his to die nhsune and dishonour of 
Rome, but to pursue i middle court, *t v.liirh neither 
the Armenians nor the I'anhitm? could take ofleticc, 
while Roman dignity wnultfhc upheld, Roman teidi* 
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tipns maintained, and something dont* Eu soothe the 
feeling? and gratify the \t-Hic=» . if botL the Irritated 
Asiatic ruitiMut. There wajf rn Armenia, w!htc lie had 
grown Ufi, a foreign prince* mimed Ztmo + the son of 
Pdlemc^ cmce king; of the an sailed E'ontus, anti after - 
wards of the Lesser Armen (a* who was in very good 
odour among Lbe Armenians' since he hml> during a 
lung icsudence, conformed himself in all rcsjicchi to 
lliqir friibiUfiirut iivagt-s Finding that it would please 
the Armenian^ Gcrrminkus determined an giving 
them this man foe niter, and at the seat of govern- 
menu ArtaxMSL in tin: presence of ± vast multitude 
of Qiu pfojdcL, and with the consent ami ajrprwal of 
* he principal unMc*, lie placed with his own luiml 
ihe diadem on the brow of die favoured prince, amt 
saluted him as king under the Armenian name* which 
he had never hitherto home, of *“ Anaxins," For (he 
idlisfnclton of the Parthian monarch, who icxpiired 
that V^noues riuadd either lie delivered into lib hands* 
or removed tu a greater distance from the E'lirthiini 
fo/ntSer f he w interned" thi- unhappy prince in the 
Ci I Scion dty of FompeiofKilia—a change of residence 
so inudi disliked by the prince hiinftclf that the next 
year he endeavoured to escape from it, but, hi* 
attempt being discovered, he was punned, overtaken, 
and slain m a ftkinnisli fin the hank* of the river 
]*pamui. Thu pacification of the East was thus, 
with ^'ine difficulty, effect nl; and fJcrmanicus, quit¬ 
ting Asia, indulged Mtradf in the luxury nf ti pleasure 
trip to Egypt 

The di.qi-■sit jY,[h which Gcriiwniais had made 
vufficed to preserve the mroquillity of the East foi the 
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■pa- l- of fifteen yenrw Artahamts, i \t fMtace with 
K- -mc arrrl \%iih Armenia, t■ cti jj t-i ->x*uJ the time in the 
chastisement of bonicr-tribes, and in petty wars* 
which however iisrmiLacd his reputation. Saccess 
fallowed on uieetss; and by degrees UE^ opinion oJ 
hin own military capacity was much raised that Ivl 
begun to look upan a rupture with Rome a* raifitr t. 
lx- il toured than d reacted. lie knew that tiermiinicu 1 
was dead : that Tiberius was advanced in years, and 
not flihi.'ly io outage hi a distant military cxpcdttioo; 
and that ihc En-l w:m under the rule of an official 
who ha . m <■? yet d iNting in'll led himself l-- a cam- 
mantles When, therefore, in A-It. 34, ihe Armenian 
throne was made vacant by the death of Arraxias 
III, the nominee of tjonuiniciiT.. he baldly occupied 
the country, md -churning the dUposql of the vacant 
dignity, bestowed it u|*m his own eldest soft, a prince 
who U 1 1 1 hr S.uitie ■-! Ar>act- Nor did he rear 
*?. 1 ri snii with thin Insult mu it hi: added to injtny 
Amhaftsadnrs were debate bed to Rome with » 
demand for the restoration of the treasure which 
Votiones had carried off from Parthia and taken with 
him tnto Roman territory : and n threat Was ItoM 
out that Ariabantis w:ts about to rc-JCcupy all the 
bciritory which, having been once Macedonian or 
Persian r was now property hi& f since he wa* the 
natural successor ami representative of Cyrus ant! 
Alexander. According tn one writer, 1 the Parthian 
monarch actually commenced miliL.ny ojicratiGUs 
against Rome by the invasion of Cappadocia, which 
had been for some time a Roman province 

1 Di>i CflBBL 
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It Is uncertain what rapoitM Tibcrmt would have 
made to ! hot demands and proceedings had the 
internal vondiitain of I'srthia hern sound .nd satisfae- 
ti'ir}-. He was certainly averse to war at this period 
of hu life, and hjul ncmaUv scot initfuction; io 
Vite I litis, tltt governor of Syria, a/A-r the seizure of 
Arikh in by Artabaniis, that he w.v* to cultivate 
friendly fvSaJlom with Panhin. But the i’aithini 
kingdom was internally in a state rToKtrctm disquiet; 
insurrection was t]ne.i!ened : and the nobles were in 
active .’orro.-f,. indents? with the Imperial court on the 
snbjvc: of Mngfog fit ward a pretender. M Arta- 
baijih," they wdd, 11 had, among his i-lhi t enidtiex, 
pul to death nil the adult mendrers of the royal family 
who were in his power, and there was not an Arsacid 
in Asia of a lu i ;;i , but for a *ucce ltd rirv-.ft iiu 
Arsadd h uler nan ah sdutdy necc try: would not 
Rome supply the rlti.’Ct ? Would she not send ihcm 
f-ue of the surviving sons of Phranlc- IV, t” head the 
intended insitriectiott, which would then lie sure to 
aucocod ? Uric son, named PhiaatiS, lllic ills father* 
rt W livin ,. -iillI Wil>,thcy Ulld*::!*[<>„ J M Rome ; if 
Tiberius would only *eud him, ami in- wens once seen 
on the tank* of the Euphrates, they guaranteed a 
succcvrfiil outbreak—Attahanu-i would lie driven From 
his timme without difficulty. Tiberius was prevailed 
upon io do us they desired. He furnished Phrsate* 
with nil thing, mxess-Liy for his journey. ami sent 
him intu Asia, to fay claim to bin fathers kingdom. 

Phraatt,, however, was irticrjiml to the tusk 
ti^igutd him. The «iiddei} change in his life and 
habits, which his new position nccesadHtlerJ, broke 
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dawn hte health, and he ivas hut just arrived to Syria 
when he sickened uiicJ died# Ttbertos replaced him 
by a ntijili-w, name• ! TirhluUs, pfrtbably a *.nti either 
"f Khud flak's or uf Senufifimbnes, and 1 •! .'cecded Eo 
devote tic- tin: affairs of the E*?C all the enemies of a 
mind eminent h m-.Iihi^ and fes'lifce in resources 

A', lie irrigation, Dura:.ne>, Ling of ItK-ria, * 

|>ortian af tie* nr ! rn Cre> rgta, wa-i induced to take 
the firld, and invade Armenia ; where, after removing 
the refgfliug Parthian prince, by pobonj be 

occupied the capital, ami established Ins own toother, 
Mlibridiik-*, as lung, Artubantia met tliia movement 
by giving the di icctlon of affair- in Armenia to 
atiiither^n, Grades, and sending him with all s[ieeil 
to maintain the Parthian entire in Ehe disputed 
province; bat Orates proved m match tor his atfvcr* 
’iitry* wtia was superior in mi nhen;, in the variety of 
hi, :aii< in fmuflEatity with tin localise* 

Ph:n .L-in.ut! touf obtained the at_dsnince of hifv 
tid dito.nTthr Vlbamau*, ,md npaittag ihr psv-w.* of 
the Cancamis had admitted through them a number 
i'f thf: Scythic - r Sanitation hard*-*, wim were 
always ready * when I heir service- were welt paid, to 
Like a part in the quarrels of the smith Orocfo 
fallal to secure tithtsr mercenaries or allies, and Ltad 
to contend imagined against the three aicrmc* who 
had joined I heir f» *rtts to npf ■ 1^ hint. For -ontc lime 
he prydcjfjlly declined fln engagement; but It «»$ 
impossible to restrain the ardour of hj* troops, whom 
the <meiu> ex^inperatcd by their nrpruadi^ After r± 
while he suvi compelled U» accept the battle which 
Pliamsmanes intL-sssamh offer il. The tr*-ip*at lib 
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ilisjv, omlisted entirely of catuhy, while PhmnA- 
maiits hud, beside? hu horse, n powerful Ixxly of 
infantry, The conflict was nevertheless long mid 
furious; the Parthian* and SamtaiJan* v, <a* very 
(’-jiially malt lied ; .uni the victory might have been 
doubtful, if it had not happened that in a hand-to- 
hand com I >at between the two commanders, Qrodv* 
was struck to the ground by his antagonist, and 
th iugkt by mo';L of Jus uwu ride to Ul killed As 
usual under such droioutancca in the ISast, a rout ftil- 
lowed If we are to believe Josephus, “many tens 
of thAusiinri^ " were slain. Armenia wus wholly t■ >'st 
to Parthia; and Arrahami? found him&tdf left with 
diminished resources and tarnished reputation to 
meet lbe intrigues of Ms domestic Toes, 

StHI, Jw would not succumb without .m cfliut In 
the spring of A_H, 36, having levies) the whole loree of 
the empire, he nvolc the field in person, and marched 
northwards, with die Intention of avenging himself 
oil the Iberians and recovering Ills lost province. But 
Ids first tiTom were uibntcc^ did; and before hr 
could renew tliem the Rum,in general. Vildlitii. [ml 
hitnself at the head of hb legions, and. moving 
toward? the h.uphrah>. threatened McsojiotaiTitft with 
mvarim, Placed thus between two dangers, the 
Parthian monarch felt that bit had no choice but to 
abandon Armenia and return to the defence of his 
own proper territories, which in hi* absence must 
liave lain temptingly ojh h In an invader. Hi- n;Uim 
rauveri Vinrllius to change his tactics. Lnstrau) of 
challenging Artakuins to an engagement. and letting 
the fjijQrrcl Inc decided bj< a trinl of siLrtii tl» pi die 
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optd field, li<j fell back on liiL uca|iuii nf itiliiguL ,-... 
dear lu his tnnstei, ami proceeded by a lavish cx 
(fcnditttre of money to tixdtc divttfcctjon one*: more 
among die Parthian grandees. This time the con- 
’‘piracy was successful. The military disasters of the 
last two years had alienated from Artiibunus tile 
af lectio n s of those whom fits previous cruellies hail 
filled to #sg US t or alarm; anti he found himself 
without any armed force whereon he could rdy, 
beyond ;i jmnll number of the foreign guards whoin 
be maintained about tus person, it seemed to him 
that his only Safety was in flight ; and accordingly 
bo quitted his capital, and removed himself hastily u> 
Ilyrtaiiiii, i» the immediate vicinity of the Scythian 
Duhpi among whom he had been brought up. Here 
the population was friendly to him, and he lived a 
retired life, waiting las he said) until the Part hums, 
who could judge an absent prince with fairness, 
although they could not long cmitijuie faithful to a 
present sdieuJd repent of their behaviour to him. 

WJicn the flight of .ArfAhanUS became known to 
tlie Romans, Vitcllnia immediately advanced to the 
banks of the Euphrates, and Introduced Tiridatis 
into his kingdom. Fortunate omens were said to 
have accompanied the parage 0/ the river, and these 
were fuJJowcd by udhtifativ, the imp 'trance of which 
was undoubted. Omt-qiad* , sutruji of .Mesopotamia 
and a former comrade of Tiberius in the Daimatk 
war. fas the first to jinn Lhc stttldanJ of the pretender 
with a large body of Jion^ Next came Sinnace*, 
w*!io had lung been In OorittpOfidcttce with the 
Roman*, with a contingent i then his father, Abdit. 

17 
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gfffic*— 11 the |ii]]dr of the party,* 1 ^ Tnrilus calls 
him—and this kcKjx’f of the royal IrenjiurcA, together 
with other per^ms of high |mm iti«-tt, Vddliu^ on 
seeing the pretender thu* warmly welcomed by hiss 
ecHttttiymeo, n^s/dod fits mission as accomplished, 
iiiiti ii.inr nvd tvl ?[l 1 ii i trt hi ps into Syrift. TinidaL u> 
proceeded through Mesopotamia and Assyria, re- 
living on liIs way ilu? subtil itdem nf many Gn<k 
anti iiime Parthian rilies. as Hal Us and Artcjniu. 
The Greeks saw in his Roman breeding a gtumifllce 
of the politeness and refinement which had been 
wholly wanting in Artabaiuis, brought up among the 
imdviliv ! Scythe In the gtrat dry of Scletudu he 
Wii^ received with -in ih,it tumJered 

ad u Eat ion. Besides paying him all the cu-stomaiy 
royal honours, both old and new. they flatteringly 
compared him with Ids predecessor, who, they said, 
had been m trui: ArsackL Tiriiales pleased to 
reward these unseemly compliments by a modification 
of the Sdeucian constitution in a democratic sense. 
From Sdcucla he crossed the Tigris to Ctftatphon, 
where, after a dbort delay, Caused by the ab^-ncc of 
vjtnc important governors of provinces, he was 
cmivned King of P-urLhh according to the established 
ft'Tin- by the Surena, or Commandcr-nt-ddef ul the 
period 

Tltfihte thought that now all was secure Arta- 
bsmus wns hi hiding in Hyicuiia, leading a miserable 

existence. The whole of the western pmybccs had 
flee la reel for him, and no rigm nf haHtifiiy appeared 
in The East He deemed his rule acquiesced in 
generally, and there is reason \o suppM} that lib 




ART Alt Ah’US tit . J,V|) r/fffiJE/US, 24 j 

rtnlidpatiuiLs would have proved correct had Hoi 
discontent stem n itself at the Court and ■itnong thtr 
higher official &. There had been many who had hoped 
for the office of Grand Vizier, and m nominating one 
to it Titillates li.nl displeased ail the rest. There 
were also tunny, who through acri« lent ur hesitation 
in making up their ttbttls had been absent from the 
comnatkm ceremonial, and who believed themselves 
to be cm that account suspected of Hjsa/feaibn, or 
at any rate of Inkcwamirtess. it is also more than 
probable that the ** Roman breeding “ of the new 
monarch, which delighted his Grecian, offended his 
Parthian subjects. At any rate, however we may 
account for it. direction certainly broke out. 
lilmhsaries from the nobles sought die dethroned 
monarch in lib obscure retirement, and place.i 
before him the prospect of a rrstoratiott, which they 
declared themselves anxious to bring about. Di'.™ 
trustful at first of what seemed to him mere levity 
and fickleness ArUhaiius was ultimately persuaded 
that tltc overture' made to him were sincere, and that 
if he himself wen: not the object of any very devoted 
affection on the part of the malcontents, TSiidau* 
at any rate was the object cl a very real and pi - 
nounced hostility. He therefore placed himself in 
the bonds of die conspirators, and. having first 
'coircd the sendees of a hwly of Dafuu and other 
Scyths, marched westward w ith all speed, anxious at 
once to cut short the preparations which were being 
made lo resist him by Ju» enemies, and to forestall 
the desertions, which he could not but anticipate, on 
the part of hi' friends. Tin* g- <*ri policy cf this rapid 
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movement is unquestionable, It tartlrd mnl greatly 
dlsonmposcd Tiridates and his couftscUu?^. Of these, 
some recommended nn immediate attack on the 
tror.ijv-i al Artabnnus before they were recovered from 
the uf their Jong march . while trthen, and 

among them A bo I age the chief vizfcr, advised ,i 

retreat into Mesopotamia* and n junction with the 
Armenian levies, and with the Roman troops, which 
VlidHu*. on the first news of the insurrection, hod 
thrown across the Euphrates The mare timid 
courted prevailed, mid a retreat was determine*! 
on. Biit rmt^r /rare wktiX snutrr h a maxim only 
stmed to the West In the East the first step in 
retreat is the first step towards ruin. Ncp 300ft£f ivas 
the Tigris cm-ed and the tmudi through M-<^o- 
Uivtia bey ini than the hunt of TJ ml ales melted away 
like an iceberg in the Gulf Stream. The Arabs of 
the Mesopotamian desert were the first to break up 
and disband themselves, the nearness of their homes 
offering an Irresistible attract tun : bat their example 
wa* stjf.n foil- 1 wed by the rest of the army, which had 
no such excuse Some directed their tteps hmne- 
wards; others joined the enemy ’, TmilnlcS wns at 
last left with a mere handful of adherents, and. 
hastrnir^ into Syria puL himself once more uniter 
Roman protection. 

The attempt to establish the influence nf Rome 
over the Parthian kingdom, hy fixing a Roman puppet 
on the throne of the Amcidp^, thus proved altogether 
ft failure. But the general effect of die struggle was 
advantageous to Rome, and relicds Credit ort the 
prince who* at the age of seventy -seven, ut mce vin- 
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rfleatcd the Rom mi honour and baffled the schemes 
of one of the ablest of the Part hi .in memurehs. 
Attributin''. when after his various vicissitudes he 
recovered his thrum.-, hod no longer any stomach for 
great enterprises. He look no furtht-r sttps to di-turb 
Mithridate-' in bis |h ^session of Armenia, ursd, lie 
left Vitcllius unmolested on the Euphrates. When, 
towards the dose or A.B. 36, or very early in A.D. 37, 
he hat! an interview with the Rorn.ni proconsul half¬ 
way between the two banks of the river, he distinctly 
renounced all claims to the Armenian kingr! m ; at 
the same time agreeitig to send one of his sons, 
Darius, to Rome in a position which Rome regarded 
as that of a hostage, and further consenting lo offer 
incense to the emblem’ of Roman sovereignty—an 
act, as the Romans understood it, of submission and 
homage- ArLifcuiUB, by these concessions, the 
weaning of which he did not perhaps fully tmder- 
itariil, decidedly low usd the prestige iff hi s nation, 
and yielded to Rome a pre-eminence which was 
scarcely admitted by any other monarch, or at any 
other period We cannot be surprised that the 
credit of concluding such a peace, though belonging 
really to Tiberius, was falsely claimed by hts flatterers 
fur Caligula, the new emperor, soon after whose 
accession in March, A-U. 37. the news of the auoecss- 
t'ul negotiations reached Rome. 
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It wjis during tlu L troubled reign nf Artabaiuis the 
Third, when the ■'true tw dlntracnri between fupclgti 
war ami ikimustie femi, that disturbances broke out 
in Mesopotamia, which luve 1'crn graphically de- 
^cribetj by the Jewish writer jcm-phiis, and which 
serve to throw considerable light on the imertmj 
condition of tlte Parthian Empire at Hi!* period 
TJitre was a Imge Jewish dement in the population 
of the m ire western provinces of the empire, an 
clement which tinted from a time anterior to tlic ri^c, 
not only of the Parthian, hut even of the Perrimi 
monarchy- That system of “ trim^pl nutation of 
nation^" which was pursued pit so latjjt* a scale by 
the Assyrian xml Babylonian sovereigns of the 
eighth, seventh, ami sixth centurie* before Christ, 
had introduced into the heart of Asia a number of 
strange nationalities, ami among tlicsfi there writs 
none more remarkable than that of the Hebrews. 
Whale. <.i had become of the <fc inland uf the Ten 
Tribes—whether in any places they still constituted 
distinct communities. or had long ere this been 
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absorbed into the general population of the country 

_ at any rate, colonies of Jews, tinting, from the lime 

of X^buch.nlnczixr's Captivity, maiahuned tlu-m- 
sdve?, often in a flourishing condition, in various 
parrs of Babylonia, Armenia, Media, Mesopotamia, 
Susiana, and probably in other Parthian provinces, 
These colonies exhibited very generally the curit'ua 
[nit wo)l-kntnvu tendency Of the Jewish nee to a rate 
of Increase quite disproportionate to that of the 
population among which they are i ttteiL The 
Hebrew element became continually larger and 
mure important in Babylonia, Mesopotamia, and the 
the adjacent countries, notwithstanding the large 
draughts which from time to rime were made upon 
it by Sclcncus Xioitwr. and others of the Syrian 
princes. And this alien element In the population, 
lor the most part prospered. The Jewish Kttlirt 
seem to have enjoyed under the I‘an hi a ns the <,tme 
sort of toleration, and the same pcnitbsfaxi to 
exercise n spedus of self-government, which both 
Jews and Christians enjoy now in several part- of 
Turkey, fn many chits they formed u recognised 
community under their own magistrate* t some 
towns they had wholly to themselves j those who 
dwelt in Mesopotamia possessed a common treasury ; 
and it was customary for them to send up to 
Jerusalem from time to lime tbu offerings of the 
faithful, escorted by a convoy of thirty thousand or 
fort}’ thousand armed mett. The Parthian kings 
treated them well, and probably regarded them ar. a 
valuable counterpoise to the disaffected Greeks arid 
Syrians of ibis part of the empire They laboured 
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under no di^Mitfe* ; surTerwl no oppression ; hud 

no grievance* nf which to complain ; ami it would 

have ■'.L'JTirtl beforehand wry improbable that they 
would ever become the anise oi trouble or dis¬ 
turbance to the stale ; but circumstances seemingly 
trivial threw the whole community into coni mol rmi t 
and tel on to dhasten of an unusual amt WiuitaWe 
character. 

There were two young Jews, named respectively 
Asiuwi and Anllai, brothers, induce of NcjrcLa, the 
city m win’d, the general trejtatiry of the community 
was canal dished, who, rm suffering some ill-usage at 
the hands of the manufacturer in whose service they 
were, threw up their employment, and, retiring to a 
mnrahy district enclosed between two arm; of the 
Euphrates', made up their minds to exchange tile dull 
career of honest labour foe the more exciting otu of 
roltliery. The vagabond* of the neighbourhood, by 
the atlnction which draws like to like, soon gathered 
about them, and a band was formed which in a little 
time became the terror of the entire vicinity They 
cxi'.ii'i ; bljcn mail from the peaceable population 
of shepherd* and other* wh+j lived near them, ucea- 
sirmdlty made plundering raids to a distance, and 
required a contribution from all trovelters and mer¬ 
chants who passed through their district Their 
proceedings having become notoriutH and Intolerable, 
the satrap of Babylonia thought it his duty to put 
them down| mid marched .(gainst them with the 
tnxipv at his disposal, intending to take them by 
surprise on the Sabbath day, when it was * opposed 
that their religious scruples would prevent them frtun 
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making any resistance, But h» intent inns got wind, 
am) the robber band,having agreed fuik< tig themselves 
to <liHT<:j;ard the obligation of the Sabbatical test, 
turned the tables upon their assailant, and, instead of 
allowing themselves to be surprised, surprised him, 
and inflicted on him a severe defeat Tidings of the 
affair Imvinj; readied Artahanufl, who had his hands 
already sufficiently occupied, he thought it best to 
make pacific overtures to tire victors, 4ml having 
induced them to pay him 4 visit at his Court, instead 
of inflicting any punishment, assigned to Aslitai* the 
elder of the two hi other*, the entire gov cm men t of 
the Babylonian satrapy. At first the experiment 
appeared to be a success. R aised from the condition 
of nn outlaw to that of a fifinnr, nt Persian provincial 
governor, A si tint was perfectly content, and ndminis- 
Icred his province with re.it, diligence, and ability Tor 
the sjiiKC of fifteen years nil tilings went smoothly in 
Babylonia, and lyo com plaint \vm raised against (he 
udminhtrntiiFii. ,-\r the end of that time, however, 
the lawless temper which from the fust has! charac¬ 
terised the two brut hers, trawcrttiJ itself, not, how¬ 
ever, ill A*into, but in Ati An Having fallen in Inve 
with the wife of a Parthian nobleman* who seems to 
have been the commander uf the I'iirtiibn troops 
stationed in Babylonia, and not knowing limv other¬ 
wise to accomplish his purpose, lie made an 0 |k*J 1 
attack upon the chieftain and killed him. Having 
thus removed the ohrtadc to ft marriage, Ire, within a 
short space, made lire object of his affections Ins wife, 
and having established her as the mistress of his 
house, allowed her to introduce into it the liealhen 
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rites whereto she had always been accustomed. lint 
this gave gre-.il olTenrc to line entire Jcwi ;h com¬ 
munity, who were shocked that idoJatrou* practice* 
dimild l>c permitted in a Hebrew hniriehdd, mid laid 
their complaint before Admit, calling upon him to 
interfere in the matter, and compel Atiilai to divorce 
his Parthian wife. As.in.ii comt into thi'ti -. ,l-u anti 
would probably have enforced them upon ins bj"lhvr, 
had not the Luly, atarun-d at her impending disgrace, 
and. it may lie. sincerely attached t» her Jewish 
husband, Anticipated the accomplishment nf the 
project by secretly poisoning her brolhcr-tn-law. 
On the death of A sinai the authority wide Ft he bad 
wielded with so much satisfaction to atl concerned, 
passed, apparently without any fresh appointment by 
the crown, into Ambit's hands, who thus became 
satrap of the extensive province of Babylonia, at 
(Ids time the most important In the empire. 

Anilai. however, pos^rwcrl unfortunately mum nf 
his brother'-: capacity fer odrotnignition and govern- 
mem. Mis instincti were th'i-e of a mere ordinary 
freebooter, and he was no sooner settled in his pro¬ 
vince than he proceeded to IIilum free vent by 
invading, without so much a* a pretext, the territory 
of a neighbouring satrap, named Mifchrldalet, who 
was not only a Parthian noble of the highest 
rank, but was connected with the Royal house, luring 
married to a daughter of Artaburms. Mithridates 
flew to arms in defence of Ills province, but Anilai, 
wlio had military if he had no other intent, fell 
suddenly upon his encampment in the night, com* 
pletely routed his troops, and took Mitfiridntcs hunscll 
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prii^iiirr. The unhappy captEvc was subjected to en¬ 
trant indignity; by the orders of Anilai* hr was 
Stripped naked r upon at) Atfd in this guise con¬ 

ducted from the battlefield to the camp of the 
where lie wtLS paraded before the eyes of the soldiery. 
Nett daring, however, to put to dcatti ji cMficctioii of 
the Great King. of whi?se vengeance he [tad a whole¬ 
some dread, Atiihtl fell eumpdled after a timer to release 
hiii c;ipteve ami allow him tv* return to hi- vitmpy. 
There die account which he gave of his mETerings so 
ex a Aerated his wife., that she set herself to nmkc 
his life \\ burden to him, cud never nestn! until lie 
consented to collect 4 second army and continue 
the war. His forces advanced againit Anilui'* 
stronghold^ but the Jewish captain waii too proud 
to remain within it Quitting the marshy he led his 
troops a dint Artec of tent miles through a hot and 
arid plain to im.d the cucnky* thus foolbhly anti 
quit^ iinm.'ev^strily exhausting them, and exposing 
them to the attack c?f the enemy under circumstance* 
nf the greatest cH^d vantage. The natural con^c- 
i]nimce follow ctL Anitai was defiled with great 
toss, but he himself escaped, and having enrolled 
fresh troops of a worthless character, proceeded to 
revenge himself by carrying fire and sword over the 
hinds of his own Babylonian mbjects, whom he must 
have looked upon a* im the point of escaping fomi 
hi? jorbdictkm. The unfortunate natives sent to 
Kcardii and required that Anilpi should be given up 
to them ; but the Jews of ft card n t even supposing 
them to have liait the wjHJiufl not the power to com¬ 
ply ft egoUat terns were then trit-d, bur with no better 
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result, except that, in tin; <;oiu>e of ihr.tn, the Baby¬ 
lonians contrived ti> obtain an exact knowledge of 
the position which Anilai .im! his troops occupied, 
together with a general notion of their habit*. 
Taking advantage of the knowledge thus acquired, 
they otic night fell suddenly upon them, when they 
were all either drunk or asleep, and at otic -trokc 
exterminated the whole hand, Such was (hr end of 
Anilfti 

Up to this point, though the occurrences had been 
strange and abnormal, indicative of extreme Jis- 
organisation and weak lies- on the part of the Par. 
then government, yet no very great harm had been 
done Two Jcwi-h bandiU had been elevated into 
the position of Parthbn wtr;ijys, and had home 
rule over an important province, with the result, in 
the first place, of fifteen years or pence and prosperity, 
am! subsequently of a sluirt civil war, terminating in 
the destruction of the .•surviving robber chief mi the 
annthilatino of the entire band of marauders. But 
worse consequence* were to fallow The bonds of 
civil order eatiuot be relaxed o r disturbed without 
extreme danger to the whole social edifice. Then- 
had long been a smouldering feud between the native 
ltabyIonian population grid the Jewish colonists in 
Babylon, which from time to time had broken out 
into actual riot and commutfan. Diverse in race, in 
manners, am) In religion, the two nationalities were 
always ready to Ily at each other's throats when a 
fitting occasion offered. The present seemed Bit occa¬ 
sion not to be missed; authority was relaxed . Un; 
Jewish element in the population of Mesopotamia 
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is,is at on- c dis^ijicctl and weak- imd, U liad mA de 
itself obnoxious to the dominant power in the state, 
and W 35 not likely to receive government support or 
protection. Mured by these considerations, the 
native Babylonian population, ray shortly after the 
ilcatroctlon of Anilai. «we up against the Hebrews 
settled in their mid-st and threatened diem with 
extermination. f inding themselves unable to make 
an effectual resistance, and receiving rto aw i stance 
front the government, the Hebrews came to * tie- 
termination to withdraw from the conflict by retiring 
nitfjollier from a dty where they provoked such 
hostility and were subjected i-. fuels Not- 

withstanding the: eiKOftfious (itctlsdary which such 
a migration necessarily entails, and the vast difficulty 
of finding new homes fur a population of tunny scores 
of thousands, they quitted Ruby Ion in a body and 
transferred themselves to Sdcucia. Sclcuds, origi* 
nail}- -i Hellenic dty, had at till* time a tripartite 
populatum, consisting: of lifCck-, Syrians, and Jew*. 
The Greeks and Syrians were opposed to each other, 
but hitherto the Hebrew dement had managed to live 
on tolerably friendly terms with both the other na¬ 
tionalities. Now, however, the ne w-comers felt them¬ 
selves, drawn to the Syrians, who were u kindred race, 
and, uniting with them again*: the Greeks forced 
Lhese last to succumb, anti to accept a subordinate 

position- Bat such a condition of things could not 
last the Greeks found it Insupportable; and before 
miml months were past they succeeded In gaining 
Qve/theSvriam to their side. and pe^uadkg them 
Ilj y,iri iii an organised attack tiiwn the Hebrews. 
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Too weak to make heart against so powerful a umihi- 
nntiun, the Hebrews were utterly uvcTiJ«wcred, ami 
in tbc ittasajcrc that ensued they lost, it is said, 
above fifty thousand men. Those who escaped 
crossed the Tlgria, and Ir.irtjSfcrred lhdr ab*Je to 
Clisiphoti, but the malice of their menii* - was still 
un^ubrfttxl Tilt persecution coprititicd, and did not 
come to an end until the entire Jewish population* dm 
setting the metropolitan cities, withdrew to the smaller 
provincial towns, which had no other inhibit autre 
The series of event* here related derive* its in¬ 
terest, partly from its connection with the* Jewish 
["'ople, tv hose history will always, more or Eras, 
totTUmrirf oursym pat hies, blit partly also, and i rid mi 
mainly, from the light which it throws «rj the cha* 
ou ter oi the Parthian rule, and the conditinn of tile 
countries under Parthian government. Once more 
tin- resemblance tie tween the Parthian and the Tur¬ 
kish *) r atems !* brought vividly to our notice, and the 
scenes enacted in Syria and the Lebanon before our 
own eyes—the mutual animosities of Christian and 
Driir;e aud Muunilc, the terrible conflict*, am! Mil- 
bloody massacres that have teen an indelible dts- 
gmee to Turkish administration. present themselves 
tn .air thought* and memorits The picture has the 
^me features of antipathies of race, unsoftened by 
time and contact, of perpetual feud bursting out into 
occasional conflict, of undying religtou hatreds, of 
stmtige co mbin a t ions, of massacres, of fearful out¬ 
rage, ami of a government looking tamely on, and 
■ill-living things for lb must part to take their course, 
ll is clear that the Parthian system failed utterly to 
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blend together or amalgamate the conquered races ; 
and not only so, but tliai it rubbed off none of tbtir 
angles rendered t hem after the lap*e of centuries not 
one whit more friendly t or better dfapc'wd one to¬ 
wards another than they had been at the first N did 
absolutely nothing towards producing the u unity, 
peace, and concord* 1 * which ought to knit together 
the subjects of 4 single ^o\crnmcnt, the constituent 
element * r-f a dingle kingdom Mure ver + the Par¬ 
thian system, as *ct before us in she events which we 
are considering! was impotent even to effect the first 
object of civil government* the securing of quiet and 
tranquillity within its borders if we were bound to 
regard the events of the Aminat arid Autlai episode us 
representing to m truthfully the j?™/ condition of 
the peoples and countries with which ii i& concerned! 
and to tahe the picture m a fair sample of the general 
condition of the era pirn, we should be forced to 
conclude that Parthian government waft merely a 
euphemistic name for anarchy, and that ft wan a rare 
good fortune which prevent'd the Scale from falling 
to pieces at thb early period, within three centuries 
of its establish merit But, cm the whole, there is 
reason to believe that the reign of ArUikimis (II. 
puts before us, nor the normal, but an exteprioiml 
slate of tilings—a state of things which could only 
arise in Faith ia when the machinery of government was 
deranged in consequence of rebellion and deil war. 
We have to bear in mind time Artabamn. lit. was 
actually twice driven from hr kingdom, and that 
during the greater part of h» reign he lived in 
p^fpctual fear of revolt and insurrection, h is not 
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at all improbable that the culminating a trot ft its of 
tin' struggle which we have described, synchronised 
with the Second expukinn of the Parthian monarch, 
and arc thus not so much a sign of the ordinary 
weak nts i of the t’nrtliinii rule, as .in in J tenth m uf 
the terrible strength of the ibices which th.it rule for 
the m<h! p..rt restrained and held under control 
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amu niij fttvAta. 

Artahanus dill not continue on thv ihmite vnry 
,fjri B « rtfr his undignified Emission to Viidlin&t 
Jlk ptoox-Jinp proSmlily dtsgtwted his subject*, who 
Vented their indignation in murmurs and threats of 
remit These threats coming tn die knoulctlgc ( ,f 
tin: king, provoked liim tu 1‘s-vere measure* 

.ijpmisi the MUileontefifaf r who there u[*m handed 
themselves together, aid fmm innfcontents became 
ofKnt aspirators, ArtaUimw felt hinudf unequal 
to the tad. of coping with the movement, and. 
quitting his capttnl, lied to the Court of l^tes, tribu- 
tar>- king of - 4 dbhdn£, ivtlO received him hi«[ltt*%, 

and undertook to retrace him upon the throne horn 

which he iiad been driven. It lends an interest to 
this portion of Parthian history to Icam from 
Jjeepta-% who relates it, th+tt limes, and his mother, 
Helena, were converts to Jwkiliii, and cute ruined 
mudi iifV. etinn lor the Jewish people as to vend 
supplies of corn to Jerusalem, when (about AJi .14) 
that cily was threatened with fin nine.' Meanwhile, 
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hoivever, the fttTthfan Megfetanes had dejx*«d 
Artabanus, and elected In his pTacd a cerMh) 
Kititvanmfl, or Cimumus, a distant relation of the 
cashiered monarch. benight op by him in his. Iuhsmj, 
War would prob.ihjy have broken out had not 
L’innamus. who was of a gentle disposition, waived In- 
eta tm m favour of his benefactor, and written to him, 
inviting him to return. Artabanus upon this remounted 
hilt throng while Ciniumus carried hi4 magnanimity 
far as to take the diadem from his own head, and, 
replacing it on that of the old mnrtairh, to salute 
him as king. It was a condition of the restoration, 
guaranteed bo tit by Artabanus ami Inal oh, that the 
transact inn should ljc accompanied by a uompktv 
amnesty for nil political offence* Such mildness, 
very imu-aiat aiming the Ihtrtbiam, may perhap-* be 
ascribed to the gentle councils of the Jadman Imtes. 

tr seems that Artabanus died very shortly after his 
restoration to the throne. IIis last days were 
clouded by the calamity rtf the revolt of Scleucia, 
far the mwt important of the Hellenic eitio .if the 
empire. We may assume that the disturbed condi¬ 
tion of the Ihirthiim kingdom, the frequent revolts* 
the occasional civil w ars. the manifest tendency to 
disruption which the empire about this time showed, 
ha.I raised among the Hellenic subjects of the 
Parthian crown, always disaffected, a belief; o f ,« 
any rale a hfl|W, that they might vuccred i„ shaking 
oft* the yoke of their barbaric lords. Sdcucin, riatu- 
rally, took the lead. Hud she succeeded in estab¬ 
lishing her independence, other lesser towns, a* 
AiKillutiitu Nkephonum, folcem, Can-hre, might 
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hive followed her example. Rome instil have been 
called tn as a jwofccctur. and might perhaps have 
undertaken the charge. All (W/.V^W in imftrfa 
might conceivably have been established, But, a? 
the event proved, the attempt now made was ill- 
judged. Though Ariahaniii himself failed to recover 
the revolted city, which maintained a precarious 
Independence for the space of over six years fA.lt. 
-SO iM. yet there was a: no time any mitonnbfc 
pm-ijject of ;t pwripermut issue. Kotor held aloof. 
The unhappy Greeks were 0 vcrm. 1 tdied Though 
I'iLrthfa was thought to have incurred sonic df<- 
gracc < hy her hi ability to reduce n single rebel dly 
to subjection for the spice of nearly seven yi-nrs. 
yet ultimately she prevailed. SeSeucria succttpibcd to 
* son of Artabnniis in AJ >. 4ft, and resumed it subject 
position under her ■ del masters. 

On the death of Arubiuus, the succe^don was 
deputed between two of his sons, Vardaties and 
Gobirzes, According to ji«ephu5, the crown wa* 
left by hrs father to the former, who was probably 
the elder of the tw n ; hut, as he happened to be at a 
distance, while Gobarr.es was present in the capital, 
of dose at hand, the Inst named had the opportunity 
of occupying the throne, ami, being an ambition* 
prince, availed himself of It. He reignf.I, however, 
at this time only for a few weeks. Having put to 
death a brother, named Artahamis, together with hi* 
wife ami son. and otherwise shown a tyrannic a! 
disposition, he so alarme d bis subjects, Lhat they *cnl 
hurriedly for Vardan e3, and offered him the (Hist of 
’ Ti-dt. “Arm.,*' *!. 9: "Nun nine ilcdecbc* Panliotutn." 
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king. \ .wdao&s a rrt,in o i pmmpt action. instantly 
complied, and, having accomplished ,i journey of 350 
mites in two days, drove Gotar/11; from live kingdom ; 
after which he received the submission of the pro¬ 
vinces and cities generally, the only exception being 
Sdntcia, which maintained its revolt, find register! all 
his efforts to reduce it Meantime Getantt had fled 
10 the Dahicof the Caspian region, ami thrown him* 
■ • !i njKJfi tln-ii 'Upporl ancl protection Tin: Tlali.c, 
who were not Parthian subjects, willingly gave him 
an adytum ; and from tivir* secure retreat he proceeded 
to seduce the neighbouring Hyreanians from their 
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allegiance to hh brother, and drew together so large 
a power, that Vardflne* felt himself under the neces¬ 
sity of raising the siege of Seluucla, and marching in 
parson to the distant En-t, The two minks con- 
(runted each other in the plain country nf liiciria, bvlt 
Ijcforc they came to on engagement, the command era 
011 cither Aide I bought it expedient to liulr] A con¬ 
ference, and arrange, if piK-iihlc, terms of pence, U 
had conn: lo the knowledge of Gotane% that there 
was tv design afloat among the chief nohfes in either 
army to get rid of both the brother, and elect to the 
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tlimnc a wholly new Icing. M.-wing informed his 
brother of this alarming; discovery, he succeeded in 
arranging a secret meeting with him, where pledges 
were interchanged, and an undetstanding conn: 10 
with respect to the future. Gourdes agreed to relin¬ 
quish hiR claims to the i'nrtimn crown, and was 
aligned a residence in Myrcania, which was probable 
crunle- over to his government VarJanes returned to 
the West, and resuming his siege operations, finally 
compelled Sl-I eticia to a surrender in the year a.i>, 4b, 
the seventh year of the tnsurnt tiun, 

Regarding liimwrlf now a* firmly settled in hrs 
kingdom, and as having nothing more to fear from his 
brother, Vardanes thought that the Lime was come for 
taking in hand a new and important uilcrjm-<- I hfc 
was no Itas than the recovery of .Armenia from the 
h >in;m influence. 7 hat country, relinquished tu 
Tiberius by Artuhamin HI. in a.t>. 37, arid placed 
liy Rome under the government of Milfaridatcs, an 
Iberian, had suffered various vicissitudes, and wai notv 
(A.U 46) extremely dUcOfrtttiilcsJ with its ruler, as well 
os with lii_- Roman patrons and upholders. Var- 
ckiirs thought that there would be no great difficulty 
tn driving out Mithridates front the kingdom opn 
which be had so weak a hold, and replacing A mien la 
uithif] the sphere of die Farthhm rule aw) Influence. 
But for success in such an enterprise fie required tin 
hearty concurrence and support of his priitdpnf 
feudatories, am! c-jccidlj- of the great ]rates. ivln«c 
services to Artiifotnus had been rewarded by an 
important enlargement of bin dominion*, and who 
was now- king hoik <-| \dhhrmi and uf Gonlytnt or 
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Upjwr Mesopotamia, Accordingly, he look this 
prince into his council*, and requested hb opinion as 
to the prudence of the course which he was contem¬ 
plating. lzates gave the project his most strenuous 
opposition. He was profoundly convinced of the 
military strength amt gmitm.-rs of Route, and on ihitt 
account wholly disinclined lo quarrel with tier, while 
further he had a private ami personal motive for 
desiring to maintain amicable relations with the 
great Western power from Lhc facL that five of Ids 
sons w«e residing in Rome, whither lie hail 4 cnt 
them in order that they might receive a polite educa¬ 
tion. He refused, therefore, to abet Vardanrs in his 
design, and the tuner, indignant at a refusal, which 
tie regarded as an act of rebellion, proceeded to 
engage in ho.stilitir- against his fcmhit' »iy.: 

It was probably this condition of tilings which 
induced Gotarzcs suddenly to come forth from his 
retirement, and again assert his claim to the Parthian 
throne—a c laim wrllkh lie had only withdrawn under 
the pleasure <uf necessity. The quarrel of Vardanes 
with Irate*, had weakened his power, and mdincJ 
even the tmbk- who had hitherto supported his 
cause to desnt him, and go over to Ivb adversary, 
Many of them invited GcitanM to resume the 
struggle : and Varda ties found hiinsdf compelled 
fur the second tune to march eastward, Several 
battles were fought between the two pretenders lo 
the throne in the country between the Caspian and 
Herat, in which the advantage mostly rested with 
Vuifeiscs; but hb sueoajBcs in the Geld (ailed to 
overcome the aversion in which he \\ a. hdd by hb 
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sutfjects: .Hid on hi* return ffo«i LIk- war a number 
uf them, in ^{iitc oi" the glory which he had required, 
conspired against him, and licacheroudy situ iiim tn 
the hunting field 

Gotar/c-. w;is then unanimously accepted as king, 
.md reigru-’-'l for some years in pence. Hut he had 
(he cammuit Parthian defect "F a ciuc! amt suspicious 
temper, while he .idled (r> thin defect (he compra- 
tivdy unnsiwl faults of indolence and addiction to 
luxury. En 11 short time he a lien filed the affections 
uf his subjects from him. partly by his severities. 



rulfr of ■JOT.UUJV 


partly by bk liiKuri™* living stnd to some extern by 
Ills ilt‘fUicCLS< in ,'i< rjjiL small flfiilitar)- txpoljljnri=- 
In Uh year \Ak A'Ji -* 1 ]■> were taken by iItom: -jx:d- 
ally oppj^tl to him, for relieving their country frotii 
*h<* iiicuby* of e thoroughly bad kin*** Claudius the 
Koiriiin 1 inpi:n?r t w.i 5 approached, and entreated to 
come to the aid of hi* Parthian ™ frknda and allies." 
11 Tlit- rule of GoUrzc*; 1 thi-y said, “ had become m- 
tolciabk. alike Tn tin? nubility ami the common 
people. He had murdered id I fajs mate relations or 
at least -ill those who were- within hi* reach—fir*t hb 
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brothers, then his near kinsman, finally even those 
whose relationship was more remote: nor bad he 
Flopped there; he had proceeded to put to death 
their jailing children and lire if pregnant wives. He 
'vns sluggish in hi- habits, unfortunate in his wars, 
.itirl had betaken himself to cruelty, that men miglit 
not Utterly rlespjsc him for hi- want of manliness. 
They knew that Home and Pnrthia were hound 
together by the term* of a treaty, and they wanted 
no Jnfijngeinent of it. Let Home send iliem an 
\rsar:lrl worthy nf reignim; in the place of the (in- 
worthy sri^n •» llv hmir- under tyranny fh-y 

groaned. They naked for Mcherdateo, the son of 
Voncmcs, and grandson of 1 ‘hmnics I V_. who waa 
resident at Ty.iinr, .md, having been so long a- vus* 
touted to Horn nil manners, might be expected Er ■ 
rule justly and mrxlerutdy." This* speech was de¬ 
livered In the H-mi.in Senate, Cl mrfiuH being present, 
and also MehcrdnteB, the candidate for the Parthian 
throne. The Emperor made a fivoumbte response^-— 
“ He would follow the example of the Divine 
Augustus, and allow the Pkrthkni to receive from 
Home the momirrh whom they n:i[nested. I jint 
prince, bred up in the City, hud always lKt?n remark- 
able for his moderation. He Would fit wa (o b; 
hoped) regard himself fn tiii new pattern, tu,< ai u 
master of slavei but ns a ruler of citrus M c 
would 6nil that diiiumcy mil justice were the more 

nppu. iiUd by ii haibnn.u* propfe. the U-svh the; bad 
experience f them. Mchcrdates might accumpom 1 
'he Parthian envoys ; mid ;i Roman «f rank, C_aiii*j 
Cassiii^ tin: prefect nf Syria, nbauld be ImilrucUxi to 


If.fft OP GOTARZES n'lTH UEHEKDATE8. ^5 

receive them 00 their arrival fn Asia, and to them 
safety across the Euphrates.*’ 

MchCrJatcs thus set out for his proijosed (tittgdiwn 
under the fairest auspices, fie had a large party 
lies, lid to his cause In INutltJa itself; he was backed 
by the great name of Ki'iiU 1 •. anti he had llie active 
siip[>'in of a Roman of distinction, well acquainted 
with the Eiast, and of good antetedenis. Moreover, 
when he arrived at Zeugma on the Euphrates, he 
found himself welcomed, not only by a number of 
the fanhiun noMu% but by a j#:i*oitlige nr great 
nn [pittance in those parts, tia other than A by a ms, 
the Osrh'K nian Icing, who commanded the j^sages 
of the Euphrates, and hdd the country to tlie cart 
of the rivet, probably n-s fax as ibe Khnhuiir, or .il 
any rate of the Kas-cl-Airt, its western tributary. 
The patting advice of Cnwdti-# tt> his young ptrffo? 
W45, that he Miortld Itvsc nr# lime tn pressing forward 
ayaiusi his rival, ijofarsince the barbarians werv 
always Impetuous at ihe commencement, but Tost 
their energy, or even grew perfidious if there was 
tl l.iv- Mehiu!.ik> T however, fdl entirely under the 
influence of the Oftrh 1 Lilian monarch, who i«ms to 
have been a trait ir, like his predecessor fr> the time 
of Cnsois, 1 and to have determined from the fir.it 
to litre the yminy prince to his destruction By the 
j)Ci sua-iotw of Abyarns, Melieptintes was induced, 
first h if all, to lv.l-t.c precious tfmr* while he indulged 
in a vn-nes of fra sis and Ikki- pM# at lulcs.-sa. Lire 
Osrhoetiian capital, and them to proceed against his 
antagonist by the difficult mid circuitous Armenian 
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roulCj which ftilimicd the course iA the Tigri* by 
Dkrbekr* Tlli mid Jraircb. itmtend of striking directly 
across Mesopotamia In CtefltpliotL I lie faugh ttitiuii- 
tain pa^c? and the nf Armenia h&rn&atid 

hh tr^ps mitt r»erif4iisty ck-kytn! hit imigft&t, ample 
lime being 'Iilsa given to Gotarco fur collecting a 
strong force and disj^ising it in the most convenient 
situation^ t’orlutie, however still cn tit in tied to smite 
un the pretender, When he neadie-d AJkWrn£, 
Uatc=s t he powerful i non arch oT that tract, openly 
embraced hill c±U*e, arid brought a body qf ttoop^ to 

iiiv a&iisLinvc, Freeing forward towards Ctctfiphrui, 
Mdicidiites jPt-s^^d hxm^tf of iho fort vihldi 
occupied the Ancient sate nf Niittjvch, a* well ai or 
the litrotij.; punt ui ArlMU. and there found him* If 
iti the near vicinity nf his adversary Hut notaries 
wits unwilling to risk all on the fate nf a baltli-. He 
stood on the defensive, with the river Conns in his 
front, and won id not suffer himself to be provoked, 
or tempted, tu in eiii^eniml. Reinforcements were 

still reaching him. and he had .» h> .pc of drawing 
’ll Id* nwn side, tu 1 ;u juty rate-perm lading toneulrniity, 
a portion nf hit adversary's udltcnctits, If he could 
stzl his cmiswb at work among tTicin, These bictiCs 
went crowned w ith success. After a brief hesitation, 
Isuites, the Adulx’iiiuii, and Abyan4\ the UirWnian 
monarch, proved fa it hie» to the cause which they 
had professedly caused, and dttu off iheir tnmps. 
Mdterdato feared that other desertions might follow, 
and resolved, before losing mere of his jrrny, in pie* 
cfpitale a light Gotai-v- iKing a!#i» v •Mint’;« engage, 
sitice he was iio lunger out numbered, the batik took 
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place. St wm stoutly contested. Fw a long time 
neither side could boast any decided advantage ; 
but at last Carrhenes, the chief general on the side of 
MeberdaU:*, having repulsed the troop* opposed t'- 1 
him, was tempted to pursue them loo far, and being 
intercepted by the enemy on his return was either 
kilted nr made prisoner Sirs misfortune decided the 
engagement The loss of thdr principal commander 
caused ii general panic among the n Mict> • >F U«cr- 
ilatta, who dispersed in all direction?. l"he pretender 
might jHuliapi have tsesjieJ; hut having entrusted 
Kin person to a certain Panhaca, a dependent of his 
father's who prottiKd to conduct him to & P‘ :u:c ai 
safety, he «-*< sdttrf, bemud. «*l ddlvcrcJ up lo 
Gutnrees. GotarMs seems to have been t-udieU with 
compassion by his rival's youth and helplemtss. 
Instead of Awarding him the usual punishment of 
rebels wild prutendcft who fall ut» their enemies 
hands, he contented liimsdf with indicting on him 
a slight mutilation, sufficient, according to Oriental 
idea,*, to incapacitate him from ever exercising 
sovereignty. 

This i ictory which brought tht trouble <*] tjoiurw.'-* 
with ltb rivals u. an end, was regarded by him .v 
worthy of coiiiiiiemdittlUm in tin ungual way. The 
Fnrthiuns hail but little ta>te for mimetic art. and 
seldom indulged in artistic representations of any of 
the events of their history. But Guta™* on this 
occasion took the exceptional collie of aMivncmo- 
riitiug bit- achievement by a rock tuhlpt On the 
.,'rcnt and ;-acred mountain of Uehirtun (originally, 
Baghi-ton. “ The Place <* die GulO. which was 
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already adorned by a 'sculptured tablet rqire&tttting 
the Achremcnian monarch, Dari us, the son of 
ITyetiipes, with two niu-uiUnts, receiving n number 
uf conquered rebel*, lie caused to be ctignM ,1 
'LSinod, though much smaller tablet, representative 
of his own exploit In this lie appeared seated un 
h’ irseback, with a heavy spear in bis right hand, (.chile 
a Victory Hying in the air crowned him with a wreath 
diadem ■ and behind him hb army galloped over 
the plain in (tuhttil of the flj ing foe. Some of the 
figures formed, apparently, a walking procession ; 
while an inscription in tire Greek character and 
language explained the imi-mion of the momnnurit. 
Tills inscription is now almost illegible, but, when 
first found, contained in two places the name 
"GotarwV and in one the name “ MjthrateC an 
nnciuubted equivalent of " Mchcrdruci" 

Jr appears that the successful monarch did nut 
h ug survive Ms victory, ilia death, which is assigned 
by the bait authorities to the year a i 50, is variously 
related by the historians. According to Tacitus, it 
WB * natural, the result of disease ; but according to 
Josephus it was violent, and eflbCtc-J by a conspiracy. 
There would be nothing surpriiting in thb, since 
through hts whole reign lie was unpopular, and must 
have foul many bitter enemies. But Tacitus is an 
authority who cannot be lightly set aside ; and his 
emphatic words — " morbo abut’ — haw generally 
twen accepted as doauig dnitrcvnisy tin the subject. 
Tile reign of G^iaixcs nurat be considered to have 
helped forward En tin miall degree the disorganisation 
-it tlio Tarthian 'itc, It lowerj Home how easy it 
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iv.is to interfane in tlmr internal affairs =f her eastern 
neighbour, and to paralyse her net ion beyond her 
frontier, by raising trouble* within it. It accustomed 
die Parthians themselves Lo iiilripi,-, civil war, and con¬ 
fusion. It must haw tended, moreover, to exhaust the 
resources of the empire At -iny rate ttnj down wan ! 
course of the state from this lime, though not rapid, 
is miultol and continuous; and, though the tenacity 
t>F the race enables it to pro lung its independent 
existence for nearly two centuries lunger, yet the 
student of the history dearly sees that a decline 
ha* set in from which any real recovery is impossible. 




XVI. 

r-AHTHT.S IN Tilt-: TIME OF MEMO—VOLOOASE3 I. 

AND OOkBULD. 

<»OTAFi?FA was on: < ceded hy a distun] relative, rm 
Ai (dd cnlhrd \ mu. nr-., and known in IVthiao 
history a* “ Von ernes the Second" This prince did 
not occupy the throne ran pc than about two moftlhi, 
ami h chiefly remarkable as the father of Hire*.- kings 
much more «Jd>r4lcd than Itlmsdf—Vo 1 agfet» 
King of P.irthia, Tiridntes, King of Armenia, anti 
I'acrniUj dependent King of Media. Tiridates appears 
t*» have been the eldest, I’acorns the second, and 
Vologucs the third son ; but, on the death of their 
father, the two elder princes agreed to cede the 
Parthian throne to the*Fr younger brother. This 
was tin: more ixroorkahle ns Volognses am the son 
of Volumes by a Greek concubine, whereas his two 
brothers were legitimate. Probably he hod given 
indications of an ability, which they did not recognise 
in thetniclvw, and for winch he may have been In¬ 
debted to the foreign bhiod that flowed in his veins. 
At any rate he found himself, in .Mil 50 «r 51, 
establishi'd upon the throne, and able to reward 
l’acorns for hi* complaisance by bestowing on him 
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the qluisl-royal government of Media i r or TiriiUtts 
*arnethmg more was needed, and Vologascs may be 
presumed lu Itave been anxiously on the watch, 
during the earlier portion of his reign, for an oppor¬ 
tunity nf conferring on his other brother a dignity 
worthy of his acceptance. The opportunity came 
lit \.[». ;t, through circumstances which had lighted 
up the flame* uf waf in the neighbouring territory of 
Armenia. 

The origin of tile slrafc w ;e± the fallowing Rhada* 
mlstiw, the eldest =->n of Ptouastnanc* King of 
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Iberia, was 3 youth of such reels less ness, and 
[Wissi^setl with Such a lust for power, that, for the 
-ctnriiy of hi* own crown, hi* father thought it 
necessary to divert hi* ion's though!* to the acipiid- 
lion "f another. Me therefore pointed out to him 
that his unde, Mithfidnte.*, King of Armenia under 
Lhe Romans, was a most unpopular ruler, and that 
it might nut be difficult to supplant him, if he took 
Up his residence at hi-- court and gnvt his mind to 
lugT.ttiating him*df with the Armenian people. The 
ambilion* youth followed the advice offered him, and 
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ere Jong succeeded to fnuking himself n general 
Favourite, after which, having contrived t,. » c t 
Mtthridales into his power, he ruthJe&aly pm him L» 
da«h ( together with liis wife ami children, Tliis vta, 
'* ^h^liengc lo the Roman a Iit■> had established 

Mfthrhhttcs in hk kingdom ; hut the Roman officer. 
L muiioius Qniidr.itu*, president of Syi tit, ivlu»s.r 
business it was to take up the challenge, neglected 
lo do so, mill another nffidjU, Julfuui Pcligmis, pro¬ 
curator of Cappiuloda, even went further, and 
authorised Rliwlajniatus in Mtlttit the title anil 
insignia of king. A large party in Armenia was. 
however, adverse to the new rule, distrusted Rhuda- 
tnialtis, and condemned the course which lie had 
pursued The country waa accordingly thirmn into 
a ferment; and Vidogasc-s. having recent !> ., , end.- ! 
Ihc Parthian throne, and in wlfrg 4 prindprdily for 
hi.s bmthcr 1 irhFates, thought he saw hi the situation 
id Armenia an excellent rapport unity of at once 
gratifying his brother and advancing his outi repu¬ 
tation, To detach Armenia once more from the 
dun union of Rome and re-attach it to Parihia would 
k- a happy' inauguration tjf his reign, and one that 
would draw down upon him the open applause and 
“locret envy of his neighbours. 

Accordingly', Vologascs, in A.D. 51, iJm year of his 
accession, having collected a large forte, kd an 
expedition Into Armenia. At finl it seemed as if 
be would effect an e^iy conquest The Iberian 
garrison, oil whose sup^rt Rbiidamiatun principidly 
re-Heil, quitted the field without rkting a buttle , hia 
Armenian troops made but sl pour resistance ; 
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Artnxat* and Tigrano-te/ta, his two principal cities, 
opened their gates to the foe; Votqgases took 
poiisosiicui of Armenia* and established Tiridate> at 
Atxaxata, the capital. But tins fair beginning was won 
dmnleri over. A .severe winter. and ^rnc defect in the 
commissariat arrangements, ottBed the eutburet uf a 
pestilence, which so thinned the Parthian garrisons 
shut Voir rases was compel Jed to withdraw thorn, 
ivhi'-damiitus relumed, and, though ill-received by 
hi; subjects, and occasionally in danger of losing his 
lire, cn the whole contrived to maintain himself 
during the three year? extending from A.D. 3 1 to 54, 
and was still in possession when Vologases, in the 
last-named year, having brought some other ware to 
mi end, found himself in a position to resume his 
designs Upon Armenia, 

The delay in grappling with the Armenian difficulty 
hail had a double origin. In a_i>. a dispute had 
ari*ai between VdofpttcS and one of his principal 
feudatories* I rates, ritara of AdinhCnt. whose preten¬ 
sions to exclusive privileges appeared to his feudal 
lord excessive and even dangerous. After fruitless 
negotiations, lea tea appealed to arm-, and took u[> a 
position on the lanver Zab. which was the southern 
iimii of his territory. V^iogn-c-s had advanced to the 
opposite laid; of the river, and was on the point of 
crossing, and attaching his adversary when tidings 
reached him of the invasion of his own dniniiiions 
by a foreign enemy. The Daluc, and tire Scy thians 
in Lbefr ireighbottihood, hail passed Into Parthia 
iTiijw 1 from thi. Caspian reghtj, and were threatening 
to cimy fire autl jvwortl through the miirr province. 
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Dninestk n \ >li could I.h; chastS^tl at any time, but 
a foreign foe nrn*i lx: met as soon ait he showed 
himself Volume*, accordingly^ inure lied away from 
Ad&b&ie l«« the Parthian and liyimnim fi-onti^r, 
east of the Caspian sea, where he met and rtpiilid 
the hand of maraudem, who hart profitably only veil- 
Cured to invade his territory because They knew him 
to lx: engaged In a serious qu&rnrf at a considerable 
distance, and imagined that Hity would therefore be 
uinxsrstcd Successful in this quarter, he Wjis obcHlt 
to resume Ii i =» ojjcratkmis in Atimhfiuf, wlivn Infor¬ 
mation reached him of the death flf Imtes, wluch 
brought his domestic difficulties to an end. The 
pretensions of lire deceased monarch had been 
|xn filial, being grounded upon apeeia] privileges 
granted him hy Artaharuis III r which would not 
pass ti a a ^ accessor, and V<|lnga^es had cnn^quently 
no quarrel with hales* brother, who had 

inherited his thronei He thus found himself, at the 
close of aJ>* 5J, wholly his own master, and free to 
engage in whatever enterprise flight seem to him 
most j no sniping. 

Under tlre-e dreumM&iiceis it is m*L surprising 
tli-ie, in A.ii. 54, he turned hh attention once more 
io Armenian affairs, and resumed his project of 
csiJtbl tailing his brother, Tiridtttes, upon the tltmtic 
of that ancient, and still flenii 4 iidepcfidt£jit f kingdom. 
Rhadambiuj, though he continued in jmsi^den iff 

the nominal swcrdgnty.luul failed t establish hi* 
power, or to obtain •my firm bold on die affection* of 
his subjects, and might be attacked with a ^<xhJ 
prospect of tuicceszi. unless he received external 
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aaawtinee Tire r-a! question ww» would Rome 
interfere ? Would she come to the ijt! -ifmonarch* 
wht> Rad nut received his vbronc from hersd/, but had 
obtained it by mipplantirig, ami finally murdering^ her 
/tar/qgtf? Vologases was probably aware that a new 
sovereign Imd recently 4 -eciided rite Imperial tluoue, 
a youth not yel eighteen ycarA of Hgc. urtc wholly 
dcsiituh: of military Ustc* nr Kraifling,, Unvoted Ijo 
ianisic iijid ihe arts, w!*d could pot be credited with 
Very keep patriotic feelings, • r with a very frill 
coni prehension of the niceties uf the political situa¬ 
tion. WoiiIlI this raw youth grasp the meaning gf 
a diminution of Roman influence In the fat Hast, 
or rush to arms because >i birder i Jngslom—not 
a Roman province—wavered m its allegiance ? 
Vnlogsisv-S, it would seem, rmswered three questions 
hi the negative: ot perhaps, while recognising the 
rtak, he may have: thought lire Immediate advantage 
sb great as tu mwke it worth his while to encounter 
the luomrd. At any rate, early in .u>. 54 he made 
hh invasion, drive khadumisto out of Armenia, 
reduced the whole country to subjection, anti 
established hi5 brother, Tindates, as kip-; fn the 
capital city of ArtoxftUL 

The boldues- u\ LI. is stroke took the Romans by 
'-urprfse, and produced something like a panic in the 
Imperial city. Hut thf‘ inulttioiii of Imperial jmiky 
ivcre t : ■ nrrrsly fixed in the minds of ihc official 
class for any doubt to be entertained jlh to the 
necessity of meeting and noting the Og^rttfstofL 
Oider^ went forth at once for recruiting she Oriental 
legions up to then full -ilmigth. and fgi moving them 
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nearer to the Armenian frinhc: ; preparation. 1 ! were 
made for bridging the Euphrates; Agrlppa if., 
King of Chalets, and Anti Del ms, King of Comrriflp^ti^ 
were ordered to raise troops and make ready for an 
invasion of f’arihia ; new governors uffcrc appointed 
over fSopKtai and the Lcvuir .Armenia ; above and 
beyond all, the brave and experienced Cwrbulo, 
universally allowed to be the Ixst general of the 
lime, was summoned from Ids command in Germany, 
mil given tiie ^uuvrul superintendence of the war in 
Armenia, with Cappadocia and Galatia as his pro- 
vinces. Uminidius Quadratic was maintained in 
the prooonFuhhtp of Syria, but required to co-operate 
with Cotbulo, ind made practically his second in 
co mm and. Four legion#. together with mini ci cm-, 
auxiliaries were concentrated on Hie Armenian 
frontier; and it seemed as if the next year would 
we the contest between Home and Parthia renewed 
on a scale which would recall the times of Antony 
mid Pliraalos TV, 

Hut to ardent »puiU Ihe new year brought nothing 
but dls:ip|»cnnimctiL Instead of nutting to arms, 
and pouring their combined Icginiifi into Armenia or 
Part hi a, the two Roman commander* suddenly 
showed a disposition fur peace. Emissaries from 
both sought the Court of VoJogaacs with offers of 
praCc—differs which implied an acceptance of the 
i tutus quo, provided that the raithiau monarch would 
take no further steps in opposition to Rome, and 
would place soma l'arthhii- of importance in the 
hands of the Roma os 4* hostages. This he was 
quite willing to do, as he knew many of the nobles 
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to be disaffected, «nd dicir absence from his Court 
would relieve him of the necessity at watching them. 
Interim] inmbk-f, probably fomented by Rome 
had commenced by the open revnit of his sen. 
Varelancs, whose defection from his father Tacitus 
places in ,vi>. cunJ whose coins show diat he had 
■L-nmed the royal title, ami set (liraself up as a rival 
to Volofijvc-s certainly before the end of the next, 
vear A truce with Rome was ennaequentiy, what 
the Parthian monarch must earnestly have desired ; 
and we cun only feel surprised that the Roman 
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commands should have psft£cnt£tl lo play into bin 
hands, and have left him wholly unmolested in the 
time .jf tiis greatest dilTi cullies. Probably they were 
already jealous of each other, and dbinditied to press 
forward a war in which each fdt that men; accident 
might give ihr- chief laurels u> die other. 

Vn1 opuses was thus able to give hts whole attention, 
during the three years from A t>. 5 $ in vlv ;S, to the 
cont'if with, hi- son. Its details have not come down 
to us. but it appears to be certain that by the spring 
of a. i). he had succeeded in cr ushin g die revolt, 

* T«il ► '* Ann,* 11 riH. 7, xf/iit. 
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find ic-establishing hir authority over the whole 
kingdom is iui ftmria litard ■ f, \vt tnay 

fHrMsma that Iw either p^mhed in battle. nr «i, 
executed* Itisenim, which ate niunemuik Iwjrmg to 
the year* \.n. 55-^ and *how ft strong, imtseuliiw* 
type of face* with an exjrrcssifon that b fierce ansi 
determined. 

The Great Kfng, being now at liberty to regime 
the project* and plans which lib sofi'i rebellion 
had omjudkd him i- • > Imp, took up - no? uinu? tin? 
Armenian question, which was stilt un^lth d between 
his own Crum and that cif Home, and hy his envoy* 
pressed for a final jirrengemcnL lie claimed that of 
fight, and by ancient po&sre&irm* Armenia was *4 
Parthian province* or at least u Parthian dependency, 
and rcquticd that not ml) ahmdd Tit him « be left in 
undisturbed possess [on of it, hut that there sihmild Vie 
;t distinct undertime! frig that he h did il, not as 4 
Roman,, hut as a Parthian* feudatory- To this the 
Romans and e specially C01 trtilo> demurred Ar; icnia, 
they * a id, had besen atidul u? ihc Unman Kmpirc by 
LueuUiin, w at any rater by Pomjiey* arid it has not 
tomtit ent with the greatutz** pf Rome to surrender 
territory winch she had once acquired, l*ct Timbres 
remain quiet, and the matter be settled by negoiia* 
tkm; otbenviae Rome ivniilil be compelled ro use 
tone. Corbuki hail utilised die three ytsarj. nf waiting 
by irn uhmy his legions fremCappailiria and Galatia, 
by tightening thrir di*opHric r and by necuntuming 
them to the hftrd<ihips of winter marches and move¬ 
ments; he Juid iilsq obtained an additional Iq^ion 
bom Germany: anti he now frit ready far a campaign* 
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Tinflates soon gave him the opportunity which he 
seems E 1 h a \ e d l> i rcij T {aving rtx ci km 1 a cot 1l 11lgtriit 
■ f h pH 1'mm Vtilu^a^es, he ^jjmih' 1 pruLceilif! ;■« 
Agaiim tiic Roman purti^m in Armenia, harrying 
them -vith fire and swrrti; whtrrmip>n LWhlslo crowed 
The frontier to their relief A number of partfc! engage* 
menu were fought In wftfch Rome had the advantage, 
and nt la^t, after three years 1 fighting, Tlrfdutes, 
having 1^4 hh cjijijtal diy, Ait.ixata, Ju mx 58, 
anti Tigramvccrta, the m + ond city of htn Uugtfrmi, 
in a.i>. withdrew from the contest, and ytdded she 
entire po$st:sihaicif P \rrnenta to the RftmmtS* Bj the 
favour uf Ncro t Tignuicst, grandson of Archdam a 
former monarch of Cappadocij., was mmJe king ; but, 
as his ability to administer so taipe a territory 
\v:bi doubted, portions of it were detached from hK 
rule, arid made over tn the neighbouring princes. 
Pharasmntics of Iberia. Polcmo of Paulas, ArhiLo- 
htilus of the Lesser Arnmnk, and Amfochua of 
Comttuigelle, profited by the new afrangtimenit, 
m i i-■ r 1 could not, liuun’t r, Lmt he diat^t^hil t i the 
ArmenIans, who *nw the country of which they were 
so prune!, not merely conquered, but Lirokcn into 

frag merits. 

CorbuSo'a success must be attributed in a great 
nuisure to Liu* absence of Vclo-gases from rhe scene 
of content. The Armontati monarch had Wn called 
away in 5ft to hia norlfM^tcrn frontier by o 
revolt t perhap* fomented by k.me^ of the distant 
province of H>TOtrn^ anJ had found full occupation 
them for his utmost energies, so that he was wholly 
1 fttaffoitai « &£jm fctepirr* 4 * Mk TiL p- <:> 
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unable to lend effectual aid to his brother. Hut, 
about the year A. a 62, the I lyreanian trouble came 
£0 on end, arid, tlie band* of Volc^jases bdug once 
tOore fire, hi. had 1- \ mmler and delcfnmm whether 
he should accept the state of thing* estabibJted in 
Armenia by Corbulo, or interfere by force nf arm* to 
modify il To what conclusion he would have come, 
j i,ii 3 his own duiniiiiouj been left unmolested p it is bn- 
pussibk to suy: a^i it wj.. the intolerable aggKStii>m.s 
of Tigrans njMn his rich provlnGt of AdlhbfimS, and 
the bitter complaints cf his subjects, who threatened 
to transfer their allegiance to Rom^ left him no ditiice. 
ilfs own interests and the honour uT hie country 
-dike reqeficd him to aspect hb cause in arm*; and 
V .Lilij,.; uses, havjn r.: mat Ic up his m 11111 tuded ate wa r, 
announced hi* Intention to a tmindl life nobles in 
4 speech which is reported a* follows: 14 Pari hum*, 
when 1 'obtainill the sovereignty of Paithia by the 
cession of my brothers' claims, my intention was to 
substitute for ihc old system of fraternal hatred and 
strife, a new one of domestic affection and agreement; 
my brofclicr PaconK, accordtriglyi receive! Media 
In ]eh my hands at once; mid Hrubles, whom you 
ioc now present before you, I shortly afterward* 
ifrfwtcd imo the royal upparmgc of Armenia, a 
dignity reckoned, the third in the Parthian kingdom. 
Thus T put my family matters on a peaceful and 
satisfactory routing. But Hits* arnm^-ments arc 
now disturb*:! by the Roman*, who have never 
hitherto gained anything by breaking faith with us, 
and dll sesredy do sq on the present occasion. I 
dull not deny that up to tills time t liavc proposed 
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to maintain my right to the domilHtlM left me by «»J 
by frit dealing rather than by shedding or 
blood, by negotiation rathii than by arms; if how- 
evt-r I have erred in this, and have been weak to 
delay so long, l will now amend my fault by showing 
the more vigour. Von at any rate have lost nothing 
by my bolding Kick ; your -rircogih is intact, your 
gli, ry'undim inished Nay, you have added to yrmt 
otltvr well-known merits, the credit of moderation—a 
virtue which not even the highest among men can 
afford to demise, and which the gods view with special 
favour r His sjKfiCh ended, Vologases placed a 
diadem on the bow of 1 iridates, in token of his 
delemunation to restore him to the Armenian throne, 
at the same time commanding Memeses, a 1'arthinn 
n ,l)k‘ L md Mtniobajtnthe Asliafacman king, to take 
the field and invade Atmcnln, white he himself 
collected the whole rtrvjrgth of the empire. and 
marched to attack the Roman legions cm the 
Euffamtes, 

The campaign which followed was or les* impor¬ 
tance than might hav ■ been anticipated from these 
preparations for iL Voiogasns, instead of invading 
Syiin, marcher! no further than N is ibis, which was 
'ivcli within the limits of his own dominions Moncse* 
nnd Monabanui, nfl the other hand, carried out the 
concerted programme, and having invaded Armenia, 
and advanced toTigranoccrta, which had now become 
the capita of the kingdom, besieged Tigranes In that 
city ("A.ix 62). H»t the Parthian attack on walled 
places iui always Ineffective; and Tigrano-ccrtu Ua|v 
jicnetl to be exceptionally strr-ng. The walls are said 
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to have fie cm seventy, five feet in height, the river 
Nkephorms, a broad =Ereaiii, washed a port ion of 
Uicm; u huge moat protected tin* remainder; Ihc 
town was strongly gat riMinc.il , ami the bodeging 
force, though nnt wanting in fpdhinny, proved unnhk 
to make any scrioua impression ujjr.n the pbee, 
Vniogaies. ns time went on, began to despair nf 
effecting very much under existing efreum stances h\ 
force of arm*, and leant towards negotiation, which 
I'<i7(jiil'i invited. Hiv army, which ennsisfrd .iltBfist 
i-rttlreiy nf cavniry, was reduced to inaction by mini 
if forage, Mcwifhotamia having recently: suffered from 
n plague of tocusta, Hence he consented (>■ con¬ 
clude .1 truce with. It is antagonist, and to -end a fre*h 
embassy to Rome for the purpose of making a satis¬ 
factory arrangement The truce was tv last until the 
m- returned ; and, meanwhile, Armenia was 
to he evacuated by both parties, and care was to be 
taken that no collision -build occur between the 
soldiers of the Uvr* nations- 

Bul this welt-moan t effort at pacification was 
entirely without remit N'cra gave the envoys in 
answer * and, indeed, lie had made arrangements be¬ 
fore their arrival, from w hteb he anticipated a trium¬ 
phant : sue to the conics I iniU'dil of a mere pa (dud-up 
aiul unst.it.ilc convention. At the request off.'orhtilo, 
who was anxious nr* to arouse his jealousy, he had 
sent out a sen utrl commander to the East, n special 
favourite of his -wn, and from the conduct of the war 
by thb new leader he looked for immediate results of 
the most impoiiivnt characLor. I- Caiicnnius [ J .i lus 
Waa a man of energy ..ml boldness, confident in him- 
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<*ir. am'J c^nlcmptiMMis of the pru.k-nee and caution 
of hi* colleague. He Imld a separate command, with 
force, equal to those lei by Corhuln, mid won let It 
be known that he tens about to carry on the war fn a 
new fashion. w Cnrhnln,** he said, “ hod shown no 
dash 01 vigour; he had neither plundered nor massa¬ 
cred ; if he hnd besieged cities, it had been in name 
tathrr than in reality. His own method would be 
different, instead of setting up shadowy kings he 
would bring Armenia under Roman Uw, and reduce 
ii tn the condition of a province. " These brave words 
were followed up by a show Of brave deeds. Cross¬ 
ing the Euphrates. Ftetua invaded Armenia with two 
legion#, and spreading his troops over a wide extent 
of country, burnt the strongholds, ravaged the tern- 
tory, and carried off 4 considerable 1 * aity Hut he 
neither fought a single brittle, nor ventur-i! to Ixtdege 
a single town. As winter approached, he withdrew 
Hi* troops into Cappadocia,but, intent on pleasing his 
Imperial ouster, he gave In his dr-5 patches an exag¬ 
gerated account of what he bad achieved in his short 
campaign, anil spc=ht as if the war w.l- well.nigh over. 

Cerbido, on hi* part, maintained the prudent atti¬ 
tude habitual to him. He bridge-! the Euphrates in 
lire free of a large * pposnig force by anchoring vessels 
linden with military engines in mid-stream He then 
passed his troops aerois, mid occupied a strong posi¬ 
tion in the hills at a little distance from the rivet, 
where he caused his legions to construct an entrenched 
camp, and remained on the defensive. He greatly 
distrusted Padua, and Would not allow hlm-.elf to Iw 
so entangled in military operations as not to be able 
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at any moment to march to hfs col league's assistance 

if he all mi hi hear that he was in Any i! anger. 

The prudence of this course; soon became evident, 
I'.utts*. regarding the season for war .vs over. iciit one 
of his legions to winter in I'miliis, while he himself 
with the other twn took lip his quarters in Ihecountry 
between the Taurus and the Euphrates and allowed 
free furloughs tu all the soldiers who applied for them. 
While hiii legiuiia were in this way much weakened, 
he suddenly Sward shut Volr.gu^•. braving the in- 
clemency of the season, ivus advancing against him 
at the head of a strong force. The crists revealed hia 
incapacity. He Was uncertain whether Id await the 
enemy in quarter* air to take the field aguirtrt Jiiin, 
whether to concentrate hi* troops or to disperse 
them. Now he adopted one course, now runtther. 
The only consistency that he showed was to imploring 
ftid frnrn Cnrbulo, tO wlmm he sent ine-vciiget after 
meisvngcr. That general, however, was In m> hurry 
to render help, si nee he did not wiish t« appear upon 
the scene as deliverer until it was clear that thedrmgrr 
threatening [‘tutus was imminent. Vntpgascs. mean¬ 
while. steadily pursued his way. Without attempting 
any rapid movements, lie closed In upon Pit-tus, his 
adversary. swept aw Ay the snudl force thus Pm hut had 
detached to guard the passes of Taurus, and blocked up 
the remainder of his army in a position from which 
extrication, unless hi? colleague came to his aid. w.h 
almost impossible. Corbufo was now on his march, and 
pressing forward with all -speed, but a panic had -.sized 
on Partus and Ids soldier*. Though he had abundant 
provision*, and might have prolonged the defence 
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for wrcks, <ar even for month*, ycl In bte cowardly 
alarm he preferred to precipitate mailer*, and having 
entered into negotiation-) with Vologases. ha prattle ally 
capitulated to him, The tenmr granted were, that the 
blockaded army should be allowed to quit its entrench¬ 
ments. mid be free to march away, but that it mii-i 
at once quit Armenia ; its stores and Us fortified posts 
must tie ^urremfeted; no further hostilities ™> llc 
engaged in ; ami I'mtu* shnuld obtain from Ncm the 
exact conditions on which he would now be willing to 
make peace. These terms were carried nut, not hnw- 
f ver without the addition of some further insults and 
indignities The Parthfam entered the Roman en¬ 
trenchments before the legionaries had quitted iliem, 
churning and Betting whatever they professed to 
recognise ;is Armenian spoil; they even t<*>k [tosses- 
hUm of die addicts' arms and dothes, which were 
tamely relinquished to them wltli the object of avoid¬ 
ing a conflict Armenia was then quitted hastily, and 
not without div.wtler, P.ctu- -citing the example of 
unseemly hurry CorbulU wat reached after a three 
days' inarch, and received the fugitives without re¬ 
proached and with every demonstration of sympathy, 
Vobgase* followed up hU success against Pictus by 
nt once re^tahlUhing his brother, UHdates, in ihe 
Armenian kingdom. At the same time he devised a 
plan whereby, he thought, dm interminable quarrel 
between the two empires of Home and Partina might 
be made up, and a wiv/ut rbrnrfi armed at Heme, 
under Nero at any ram, was not realty bent upon fur- 
t her conquest-.. [ t was ratlmi her honour for which she 
was jealous than her power which -be desired to see 
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augmented. Vofogases there fore scut an embassy to 
ihr: Court oi Ncji\ an<J explain) 1 -1 tJiai, w long a> hEs 
iirfilFicr was accepted anti ,ickn<iwledged by Rnmc ns 
Armenian king, he would offer no objection to hiu 
”< ! ' to Rome mid receiving investiture 
the Imperial hand- Nero mn.l bis counsellors 
In reality approve! thb cum promise, Um they felt that 
it would be trso palpable a mirrcmfcr of rimer claims, 
ami too manifestly a concession extorted by recent div 
aster, Ef they closed with the suggestion of’ the Parthian 
meat arch at cn.r. No , Koine must not make an open 
c-jiifeafan or defeat 1 her recession from a efuim mu»t 
l * 'W, dualled. Hurt mud !*> thrown in 

the eye* of the nations, and they must he induced lo 
thtuk that, u hale ver chilli ;e Homemade in her pa lit r- 
cal arrange immU was made of her own free will, and 
because she regarded it as for her advantage. Accord¬ 
ingly, the envoys or Vokgases were dismissed with 
an ambiguous answer, P etui. was recalled from the 
RaiC and Corhulo reinstated in solo cntnm.unl, and 
inverted with a new and don -t unlimited authority. 
The number I 1 *" tf I *o|w was augmented, and their 
‘l Uil % imim ved by draughts horn Kgypt and Tllyari- 
cum. He wa-* bidden one* more to take the olfbulve, 
and, in the spring of \l>, Gj. fie erased the frontier, 
and penetrated to the heart of Armenia by the road 
formerly open cd by LticuIIus. Tiridatea met hi ( n, not 
however in arms, but for negotiation. On the site of 
the camp of P;etu t, an interview wus held lx 1 tween the 
Rmitaii general and the Armenian mo much, where 
ihe terms Miggatad by I he envoys or Valnga.es at 
Home were accepted It w*i agreed that Rome 
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should withdraw hrr -mpport fratn Tfgrvmc^ and ac- 
knowledge Tiridates as rightful iiioijurch, while Tiri- 
tlntcs ihiMiild perforin an act of homage 10 Rome for 
his kingdom, mi be nominally KomA feudatory. 
To indicate titi acceptance of ihcs* terms, TiHdaie*, 
in the jmssineeof Coibuln and his vuste, diverted him* 
szlf at the regal ensign^ -ind placed them at the fr,K>l 
of the ^uiue of Kcro p uudcrUkmj: not Co resume 
them except at Nero*s hands For Actual investiture 
lie undertook to journey to Rome a* soon os rii'cum- 
^aiice* pcjmltUHJ, and meanwhile he piuccd In the 
hand* of Cubulo one of hh daughter* a hostage 
Corbuioj on his part, undertook that Tiriddles should 
be treated v/ith the utmost honour and respect, both 
dming lira slay at Rome and on his Journey to and 
from I Laly, hould V en lit led t" wear hb award <uitl 
have five acce -j* to all the pruemeial authorities upon 
the route Peace iva* made upon llie*c terms to the 
>cubfii£tit>u of botli parties and It only m named dial 
the terms shouEd be faithfully cxociliedL 

The execution w;l& delayed for the *pacc of above 
two years; but lit the spring of ,vi>. 66* Tirktmesv 
1 Living *eL the affairs of Armenia in order* started 
n[Kill hi?; pronibeti journey, accompanied by hi* wife, 
by a hum her of the Parthian princes and noble*, 
including rema of Vut< Piu'onL*, anil Ah mi- 

ba^u* p and lry an escort erf three thou sand Parthtun 
Cavalry in id I the glittering nmiy of their gold 
cirnumunLs and bright-gkaming panoplies The long 
cavalcade passed, like a magnificent triumph id pro- 
through two-thirds of t be RiTimn Empire; 
and WUA everywhere cqcdvcd with warmth, and 
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entertained with profuse Iiiiftpltatfty. Tin.' priwhicial 
citJ« which lay ujjuu tilt: Uni; of mile elected were 
gaily decorated to receive tfn-ir «mvonK-i visitnp>, 
<iri-l the loud acclamations of The assembler! mutli* 
lurlcs showed that they fully nppnDciaiecf the novel 
'[wemek The wliulv ju limey, except the passage of the 
iidftr.jiQnl.was made by land, llw cavalcade ► .-d- 

hH; through Thrace and Ulyricaiti to the head of the 
Admlic Gulf, ami then ile.-iO'iuHiijj Lilt- peninsula. 
The Roman Treasury defrayed the entire expenses of 
the travellers which arc salt! to have annum led tu 
an average daily cost of 800,000 5 cnter-.es, or 

0 of English money As this oulTm was 
eonthilled for thus month*, the entire sum e\]>eiiHed 
by the Treasury must have exceeded n million and 
a half | h mnds sterling. Audit-net; was given to the 
Parthian prince at Naples, where Nero happened to 
be residing, and passed off without serious difficulty. 
At first, Indeed, an obslndc [nrscntrl itself; it was 
the cthpjctie of the Roman Court that ihnsc intro¬ 
duced to the Emperor were to be unarmed, and 
consequently the usher, when TiHdates approached 
the flail of Audience, requested him to lay aside Ills 
sword. Tills he refused to do, sinew lie uas entitled 
I" wear it by Uie terirw of his agreement with 
C'lrbula, Tlte .nTair might have ended in a dead- 
fss.lr, had not it fawifi ingeniously suggested, that the 
Emperor's safety might be assured and the Parthian 
prince's lumour saved, by the simple expedient i.f 
f.i tuning the obnoxious w<:.i f nm to its *aihf ,1 1 with 
hid! .1 ilo*en U.t.b. Thk done,, TJrufcitta was intro¬ 
duced into the lnijieri.il presence, where he made 
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obi^mc^ bending one knee to the ground* inlerkdiig 
hln luincb, and at iSh.- same Urac saluting the Emperor 
a* hi* 11 tard" 

The invest flu re wiu* tt^erved for a sltbrajiiCKtf 
necji.iirjTi, and was mm Se 4 ^pectode to the Roman 
pepulitff. On the night preceding, all the streets of 
tb<; city tvrrc fllumJiinicd am) tkcomtwl with garland*: 
a* npi^^dii'd, “ the Tribes* duthed in lung 

white rnW and hearing brunches of laurel* hi iheir 
hands entered the Forum and filial dll the middle 
jifiace, arranged as was customary ; next canto the 
Fratoriaas in their splendid anna and with thdi 
glittering standards, ^EatiotUDg themselves In two 
lint;, which readied from Lius further extremity uf 
the Fomin to the Rostra, to in a mt airi the riven Lie rjf 
approach clear - all the mots of the house* which 
gave upon the Forum were hidden beneath the mm$cs 
of spectators ; at break of day Nero himself entered, 
accciiufiamcd by the Senate jhhI by his own body¬ 
guard, wearing the garb appropriated lu Triumphs 
and, pa&ting flown between the two line-, of lY,t> 
ton:nis. tacrnderi ;» nihed phH 2 V.mii nrar Sht Rostra, 
a hr} trmk his scat : := an archaic cum It: duiir Tiridate* 
wavs then introduced ; silence wa* prod aimed * am i 
in a short speech nf a sulflcijiiLCy abject dial actor, 
the Parthian prince placed himself at the Roman 
F-n 1 prn j rs rthipi Nero rec]>n 11 • led hit lj■; htiEy, Ini 1 

executed the coven anted investiture, Saluting Tin- 
dates as king of /irineimi, lie I landed him to a scat 
prepared for the pU|po«c at Ins own feet, gave him 
the kiss which fenetidgns only gave to sovereign*, 
and with his own hand placed iijxjn hut brow the 
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en^rnol dtadetti, Ihr symbol of Oriental sovereignty. 
Magnificent: entertainment followed, '-villi nhtpwvi and 
gamed nf various kinds, in which the dUptMt fiitmcU 
took part ; but ihii condescension astonished, mere 
than ft pleased, the Asiatic T f owuvcr, he doubtless 
appreciated betu-r the dosing act ‘A the entire dmtnn, 
which was .t parting gift from his nominal BUiemin <jf 
not much less tlinn a million sterling 1 

Tiriilatcd retumel to A "amen in a th-Adriatic, md 
by the ordinary ignite Lluvnigli Greece, no doubt well 
pleased with hb visit At the cost of a formal sub 
mission, and a certain aim*ill of personal humillatl^ 
he had obtaitnri a -mm which not even a king emiWt 
despise, and an assured title to the throne of a cotv 
Giderablc kingdom Votogases, who mirf) be regarded 
tht? moving spirit throughout the whole transaction, 
may T ilsti wdJ haw been satisfied- tie had firmly 
estabMed his tin>ther tijmn tile Armenian throng 
and if hw had cancelled to Roman vanity the bufiuur 
ami glory of the arrangement, j et he had ?«tttro! for 
himself Lb, substantia] advantage. As itean Merivaju 
well obsctvci, " While Tirukite!. did homage for hie 
kingdom to S'cm, hv was allowed to place hmL-cl( 
really under the protection of Volugawi" 1 

* « Kdma Eihfatunit- tII. |»- ±6- 
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VQLOGASES L AND VESPASIAN! — VhC.OVtUS II AND 
DKCttiiALUS OK DACIA. 

I sue csublUHmcnt of |jeace between Rome and 
Panhh, while DO dotihl a fortunate drnimrtmicc Ibr 
the subjects :"rf the ivm empires, is one v^x^ti^uiiP to 
the modem hrNiorfan of the Parthian*, since it ptpecst 
hiin at a mnsi.krabic disadvantage, Until the con¬ 
clusion oF the peace, lie I* aide to ohLiin tulcrabk 
■ituple malt n ok Fur Ms narrative: from the Greek and 
Roman Writer -.du* ilc-cribe the condition «F alTidr* 
in the EiM under the early Komnn Emperors, Said 
who hove to trace the catuse* and course of the 
hostilities in which the two countries were: engaged 
almost cnntjjitantuly. from the date of tile paci¬ 
fication he wholly 1.:- - ili«- Ih rtL-fit *..( UiIh cofthtciiEivi 
history, and ha- n*.tiling to ivty uj ■ m except a few 
fatten'd iittii tabled notice*, not always very m- 
lellrgible, ijaumti^ b-n- anti then in the (p.i^es uflhe 
dm-seal .istihors, together with the senes, which now 
hccomin very infused and con Fuji mg, - f ihc Parthian 
coins. The view oblainahTr of pyjiliian litJs 
the-, j' .t tlm vpace « i uh'-vi half a Lciisury, mint, tm- 
pcrfecl and dUjpbUrd Kvcst the aict^iou of ihc 
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kings vs uncertain ; and the attribution of the coins to 
ihk or that monarch, rest- frequently on conjecture, 
The latest authorities’ seem to lx; nr opinion that 
Volngases ].—the monarch who ascended tlw Pitfihlall 
throne in AIX 50 or 51—continued to reign until 
about AIX If so, be mink have been owuentpoiwy 
with six Roman Kmp«or*--CJ»iidliis, Nero, (iulba, 
Othti. Yktllrua ;ind YVqiasiBn-—teignhiK conleiuptj- 
mrieously with the U-d named of tluisv for idtoui 
eight years. The relations between the two fillers 
were, fur the most part. friendly. When Vespasian first 
came forward as a candidate for empire (A!«. 70J. Ynjo- 
gasuti went so far us to offer bim the services of forty 
thousand horMT’OrcherH to amlnt in hi* otabUshmeiit 
upon the throne; but tin? stHwes-uus of his. gwicnds in 
Italy enabled the fctopee.r to decline thU magnificent 
proposal, and so to cscbjic tin- odium ■ f employing 
foreign troops—" barbarians,’ 4 the kornnna would have 
said—-against his uwn country men In the same spirit, 
when, a year taler, Titus paid a visit to the Komun 
slotiiin of Zeugma on the Kuphrates, the Parthian 
monarch sent to congratulate him on his successful 
conclusion of the Jewish war, and begged him to 
accept til liia hands a crown of gcitd TitUS, with bis 
ummE umlabllity, coteiviikd; and. to sin ■■■ l.ta iipprt- 
ciuiitifl of the compliment odd him, Invites! tin- oivy-. 
of Volnguies in a banquet and aiimptumidy toiler* 
tamed them. 

Shortly after ihis, however, by the au chi notions of 
Cu^eii qlus Pa;tux the unsuccessful general In the la*L 
Armenian campaign, who had been recently pro- 
moled to the office *>f Syrian pracuruml, these pleasing 
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prospects i*t!fc overclouded* and a rupture in the 
amicable relations fluit Imt hitherto subsisted be- 
tween the two memiirchs. appeared to be imminent 
C'EsenmiiH Pact us—on what (prt Minds it h ImpiMtblc to 
say s perhaps on no iwscmable ground* at nil—>cnt 
a report to Vespasian, in a,i>. 72, of u most important 
and aLamung ehametfer. lie find discovered a plot. he 
said* Gt the transfer of the Roman dbpoidehcy of 
pflninwu^ifc a jwrtimi «if Upper Syria, from tlus 
Homan to the ihsnhian allrgbncc—it fdot Vmeerted, 
ho declared, between V-ilnga-*-. and l hr Cotnittagetibn 
kin^ Anitochus; and nbnut to be almost immediately 
put into exocoiiorL Snmo^ata. the capital of Conima- 
jt£n£ f which omimaiided flic passage of the Euphrates, 
was to be put into the luml* of the forth tan monarch 
by the Crifnmagenian'.p and a ready t 3 n.rr.by 

given him to the Roman provinces of Cappadodrt* 
Cilicia, anti Syria itself, which could all he easily 
invaded from the Important site. Unless hr were 
authorial ut cnee 10 lake steps to prevail: the 
transfer! it wintild within a veiy short space be ao 
comply hat, and the tiast once more thrown into 
confusion. Vespasian, who Ltd no reason to doubt 
the correctness of the proconsul's information, replied 
to him without delay h and gave him full liberty uf 
acting as lie thought best Hereupon, Foetus, wlu> 
had node even' preparation in aniidpalimi of such 
a lespoct^ immediately munched a strong force into 
Cammag£n£, and meeting with no resistance, pro¬ 
ceeded against Srsmo^ita, which he carried by :t 
r/c Milk It cannot but be suspected that the 
whole *loiy lokl to Vespasian was die invention of 
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P*ttU5, nil n ffoiiwl «■;if as U fit'fd for his energies 

llbsmUkn invasion only fidliad 10 produce tht courts 
tho| tit SfUighl to bring about, mv mg tn the midcratmn 
and prudence nf the turn sovereign* against whom hi 
charges had been made* Anliochus, the Com nut- 
gcrtinn monarch* refusal altogether la assume this 
part -tf rebel which haul been aligned him, ami, 
though hh *om look arm* jigjimt i\uiu* m hl'nudf 
wiihrlraiv from flic cmiiitry, and pusiittg ifitu die 
Roman province of Ciiieft, look up hiy abode a? 
Tarsus. Vnlugases declined to give the nctitm taken 
by the sons ■ if Antk>i 1 m? any support tie full led 
Im arras. nnd dm ply looked on while they ^.uiteniM 
with Pa:tUs; whCft. iMi their father* withdrawal into 
GHdOf therr troop* akunhmed thax und they \\m 
forced to take to flight he contented himself with 
allowing them a temporary refuge in Parthb, and 
writing ii letter tn \ V^plutian i\n tlidr be fin If It was 
probably this letter which Indue* 1 \\ ^Kisian **- far 
to pardon the young princes .is hi allow them to 
reside in Rome with their reflux while -it the same 
time he made the family an simple allowance from his 
pttvy purse. 

It wan not l«mg idler he 1 mJ cscaficd lhe danger 
of a Roman war th.il X'r-Ioga: - was attacked by a 
savage em-my from armlhrf ipi.ivtcr, Hie Ahiu, a 
S cythia nr more probably a pitim-h tribe from the 
regions cast of the Caspian, having made rmiartce 
with the important nation nf the Hyrt-animi*, which 
kei later Partin. in history gave many *ignjj of b. iiig 
disaffected, hurst through the Caspian Gates suddenly 
in the year A u uml p pouring into Media, drove 
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Kins Puccrufl, the brother of Vologases, to takcrclLigc 
in thtr fuLSttls^s uf Lho mOtttttmiis, while they earned 
fat .inti sward over the ojitm country. From Media 
they passed nn into Armenia, which was still held by 
Uridate*, defeated him in a pitched btiitlc r ami very 
nearly succeeded in making him prisoner by mean* 
flf 4 Usm Vologascs, In great alarm, sent an cmlmssy 
lo VtsjM natvmil relying mi M* own dfcr,*fcw year* 
previoudy,W lend the Rumim Emperor, ifhfi required 
i, n botjy of forty tlwiurmnil horse archers, asked 
ih.it an efficient contingent ■■ if llcitunn troops might 
non be placed at his disposal. He further requested 
lliiit their commander might be either 1 itus or I*i> 
mltian. The linter prince, Jealous of his brother's 
military fame, w.u moil anxious to be selected, and 
to be placed at the head of a powerful army, so that 
lie might have an opportunity of rivalling the great 
:n liicvciiiQib of 1 itus. !!"*■ i cspiid.m, with tile 
out Sun .ff old age. fell averse from embarking the 
State in fresh adventures, and bluntly declared that 
he Mir no reus,,rv for making him-ulf a busybody in 
affairs that noway concerned him. Had he accepted 
the proffered support of Vnhg.i'HSS in years previously, 
the case would have been different, but, as he had 
declined it. his h&nds were itnshackled, and he was 
fret-cither to con stmt or to refuse ha he chose. Titc 
l>est interest* of the State denied to him to require 
aba tent ion. and he thereto re >cnt a negative reply lo 
Vntogaaes. The Parthian prince wtw not <mly di»- 
appidtiled, hut angered, and vented his sptccn by 
withholding from tire Emperor, Eti subsequent diplo¬ 
ma L:s tonesixmih-nce. Ins rightful titles Vespasian, 
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with i sense tt t humour rare in poisons so highly 
placed, made no rcmuitstrancc beyond the ironic one 
of adopting in his reply the humble style assigned 
him by hi- (^m:*pondenl To the saint a lion — 
“Arsaccs, King of Kings, to l-luviua Veopadatittt 
sends greeting" he answered. * Flavius Yespasianiis, 
li> A msec*, Kiii^ of Kings, wilds greeting." 

A «:i*iliw» in the relation* beta 1 eon the two powers 
notv in. Pnrthiu, thrown on her on n ti-sources, 
u;t-i forced to submit toconsiderable losa in the way 
of booty at the hands of the A!nni and their allies 
and to iiit. i, bit l.o lithe any revenge upon them fur 
their unprovoked uttnek , but she uecccikd in main- 
ufriing her western fcrllinrlm intact, and in recover¬ 
ing both Media and Armenia. llyrcuntA, It may Iw 
suspected, was farm this lime detached from her min, 
and the cause of continual trouble and ilinturbancc, 
rolling under Lbe dominion of pretenders who claimed 
A r Nit id descent, and even took the full titles of Par* 
thian Miveftigttty. 

Vologascs died about A.D, 78, and was succeeded 
by a certain Pacorns, not his brother, but probably 
his son, who apfieurc by his coins to have been, at 
Ids accession, a very young man, ami seems to have 
reigned for thirty years, from AJU, *8 to A.K 103. 
This prince was dins ciinternpnrary with five Roman 
Ktnpcrors—S'-•-.param, Tittle PMmtian, Serva, and 
Trajan— but with none of these di'es he seem to have 
held any communications. The “ coolness " which 
Ii.iH s»'t in under his father gradually (loejseiicd into 
IkisI fifty j ami, when tin- warlike Trujuri tame lo tlu- 
thfuuc, it waa soon apparent that an open fpiairct 
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eoukl net l*~ Jong avoided. Rome's pretensions to a 
predominating influence (it Armenia were revived, aati 
Parthhi. not knowing how soon she might be attached, 
hegan to loot; out for allies among the avowed 
enemies of the Roman Empire. Relations were 
established between facr-rui and I kcebuius,' the 
Daduu monarch, who luul been at urwf with Rome in 
the reign of Do m it bn (A. ft * I-90 , ami wad now lA.lt 
101 < again threatened by Trajan i'acwu*, however, 
had not the courage to lend hi* ally any active 
assistance, either by sending troops to his .aid in the 
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struggle that went on up«l the Danube, or by cfleet¬ 
ing a diversion in his favour upon the Euphrates, 
When Dccebalus fob, in ad, 104, and Dacia became 
a Roman province, l acOru. must have felt that he 
stood alone, and that, having provoked the hostility 
of Rome by his rvi.ittuns with her oitsmy, he might 
exi«ct at any moment ait attack. Trajan, however, 
was too wise and too cautious to prcdpitatr matters; 
an invasion of the East need eel careful preparation ; 
and the invasion which he concernplated « .v one of 

■ ftln , ** EpM./’ x. it: Wrtiv#le. ■■ Rmw tmiuiv,*’ »L vuL p. 
15 *- 
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unusual importance and magnitude: be therefore 
abstained for tin- present from .ill offensive measure*, 
and contented Uirnscir with paving the way fur his 
intended expedition by intrigues in Armenia and 
elsewhere, by accumulating warlike stores, and 
increasing the strictness of military discipline 
Pjcuras w;is thus left in peace to the termination of 
his long reign <.\.le iOS), and the storm which had so 
long threatened did noi burst until tire time of hfei 
successor. A pretend in. however. A imttfiiuti IV., 
w!it> has left coins, falls into thi* icign. 
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nUESTB IH UAI'RtAM, 

Pacorus rut: SECOND was succeeded upon the 
tiirone by CluiSfohs. lifc brother, whom the Parthian 
Megif-tinics preferred over the head* of Exedarcs an.] 
I'arthamaslrfci, Pacemn/s two '>im, as more tit to rule 
under the difficult circumstatu-.-, -.f the period. It 
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was known, or at any rate suspected, that the warlike 
am ] experienced Ti^jin designed an expedition 
a^itbiHl the East, end it therefore- seemed iicct-ssltfy 
to entrust the government of the I'arthitm state to a 
man of mature agt ,md vwnul judgment The sons of 
racoms were young and rank, certainly incompetent 
to oopc with su dangerous an antagonist a* Trajan, 

w 
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CSif^rot^ was of ripe age T at any rate* and, though 
untried, vra* believed to [XrtsgB ability, .1 belief which 
after events u ei the whole, justified. 

The ostenable cause of quarrel between Rome (Uid 
Totthb was, a* Mi frequently Ik fore, Armenia, On 
the death of TfrldaUtt, in or about the year \j>. too, 
Fncnnis apjicai?* without any cumultntlbu with Rome, 
to have placed his own -on, Kxcd&ffcrs upm the 
Armenian throne, This certainly throwing out 
a challenge 10 Trajan, and was a high-handed pro- 
■ceding, nut ju&ificsJ by the previous relation* of the 
countries* On the luvfc occasion uf the thrrme bdttg 
vaunt, though R-irthia hud nominated the prince, 
Ui -mcs right to give investiture had bom admitted, 
and Tiridutcs huri k in fact,, received hi* diadem from 
the hands of Nero, lint Pacorus probably knew that 
Trajan luuJ Ius hands fully occupied with the Dacian 
troubles,-ind was therefore not likely to engage in 
another war, while lie may perhaps have tlunight 
that the right of investiture was too shadowy a 
matter for Rome greatly to value it* Events so far 
justified Ms cipeciatimis that Trajaa made neither 
reitvoadraucc nor threat at the time, but seemingly 
acquiesced in the new departure. When* however, 
the Dstcian War whs over, attd the country reduced 
into the form of a Roman province (nlKiui aT). 114), 
the Emperor, whose appetite for conquest was 
whetted mlhcr than sat! iied by hL- D.inubiari -ui> 
ce^cs, considered that the time was conic for inking 
the affainr of the E vk into his serious tntipidcratiot), 
and for placing them on a footing which should give 
Home security against the troubles that had tic>w 1 for 
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about a century and a half, threatened her friMii ilii-r 
quarter. 

Two vu w-- might be taken of line Oriental ([UOr 
I Inti, it might be regarded in the light in which the 
gtenttst efthe Roman Rmimrorv-Augustus, Tiberius, 
VesfiBfiian—had hithcrE 1 regarded it, as chi < nic a 
fatal necessity involving continuous trouble, c<'H~ 
tinunuMi effort, anti at the befit of times only admitting 
ofu 5L»rt of patched-Mp arrangcmiait. Or it might he 
viewed in h more heroic light, a,. Alesraiiih-r the 
Great hud viewed il in HU day, as an till i-j 1 m: con¬ 
quered, a difficulty to be overcome, an iiUuleiahlc 
state of tilings, which might be brought to an end, 
ami ought to be brought to an end as soon as 
possible Ordinary minds would naturally see it in 
the former light Then.- had always been an East, 
there would oeccsvarUy always k- att East, ret in 
antagonism to the Weal, with a perpetual .[iiwriel 
going on between them. The case would then only 
ailmit q{ palliative?, partial remedies, rxih/i ni.Wi, 
such expedients as a wise diplomacy might suggest, 
and carry out. for avoiding collisions or minimi sing 
them, and carrying on such fctercour-iu as was ncees- 
aai v with as little friction as powdble. The other 
view opened a wider range both of thought and 
action. Might it be practicable to crush the East, to 
get rid of the constant antagonism; and if so, by 
what means, and ut what cost? 

That litis latter alternative was not an altogether 
hopeless one had been shown by Alexander himself. 
Alexander had conquered the Emt, and fur a cen- 
turo and a half then: hod been no great barbaric 
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Orient,!] monarchy .tamliug over against the West, 
thwarting it and thfffl ten ft! g it The ambition iff 
Trajan icons to have I wen find by the thought of 
what Alexander had achieved, ami an idea uf rivalry 
stems to have taken possession of him. Without 
divulging his midhtlofi* cvuii to Ms Intimates, much 
less, like Cra.''U ".» making an open b'^t of them, he 
determined an an attempt to bring the K.wem ques¬ 
tion to an end hy the subjugation of Parthla. At 
hrst, however, ire veiled his designs under a cloak of 
pretended m- dcralioii* He profcs-cd that tits sole 
object was the vindication of the Roman honour in 
respect of Arnumin. Roth 1 ’arums amt Chosrotes, he 
vuid, had in-idled Rome by dealing iniill Armenia a# 
if it' govern ment were altogether i Parthian, and not 
a Etonian. affair. He mumtomed. on the contrary, 
that titc authority of koine was paramount. It was 
in rain that CHa»r-k' o fie rod to fall luck upon the 
vtixfut i kt'tu/i which had been accepted by Nieto, ami 
to allow Triyait to invest his nephew, Part ham asms, 
a son of Pacorus, and younger brother of Extilnr^, 
with the diadem. Trajan replied ambiguously that 
he would u;e what was fittest to be done when he 
arrived in Syria, mu! proceeded to hauled his march, 
to augment the nuinlxir of hr* troop-T, nntl U> make 
preparations of an unusual character. The autumn 
of A 4 J, it4 saw him at Antioch, and in the spring of 
the ensuing year, undaunted by the icrrlblc torth- 
quuke which had ulmoA detroyed the Syrian capital 
In the winter of A_l», 114-5, he nit -ml upon his march 
from Intinch to the Armenian frontier, the satraps 
1 S«T «bu* Vi p|L 14V. t&r 
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-huJ jjctty princes «f the region made submission as 
he advanced, mid -ought his favour wilti gifts of 
various kinds, which lie was please! u> receive 
graciously, while he tirade Ills way frost) rleugina, the 
Roman outpost, to the p«$3ges of tin Euphrates at 
^rn.isaia and Elchin. Here, on the frontier of the 
Greater Armenia, hr awaited the arrival of Martha* 
muums, wh:., after attempting to negotiate- with him 
as .in equal, afld luring treated with disdain, had been 
cnctiuiii^i'd to presenL himself ,is a siij'jjiinro in the 
Roman camp, and to ask his cmwn of Trajan- There 
can Le no doubt that the Armenian prince understood 
that the seen*? was to he a repetition of that enacted 
nt Rome in A ir. 66, when TiriiUtes received the 
diadem from Ncr& Hut Trajan whs i tiu-rwiic 
minded When the young piintc, having ridden 
into the camp at the head of a small retinue, stript 
Iht diadem from his own brows and laid ii nt the feet of 
the Roman Emjhnw, then stood in dignified -Hence, 
exacting that his mule solmiiiUiou would Iw 
graciously accepted, and that the emblem of cove¬ 
ring my would be relumed to him, 1 rajan merle no 
movement The army, which stood around, pre¬ 
pared, no doubt, for the occasion, shouted with all 
their might, and, saluting Trajan anew .u Iu.pr r.iior, 
congTHtuiiiicd him on his “ btoodte-ii victory-" Tar- 
thamaslris saw that he hail fallen into a trap, ami 
would fain have fled ; but the troops had closed in 
upon him on nil sides, and he found his retreat inter¬ 
cepted- Hereupon he once more confronted the 
Emperor, and demanded a private audience, which 
was granted him. A short conference was held be* 
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tween the two in the !-mperorA tell I, 'jut the pro 
jiosoli of Pwthamaaijrb: wc re fcjtclttL TI l wm given 
t<j understand that he must submit to the forfeiture 
nf his enwd, and summoned * second time before the 
imperial tribunal to show cause, if he desired :□ du 
so, igninst the proposed foi failure, and to bear ilie 
Einperods decision, J^arthsottiiri*, justl)' lutligrautt, 
spoke nt isomc length, and with much bolting 
- |l.. had neither bon defeated," he .lid. “nor made 
prisoner by the Remind, but had come of his r.wn 

freewill to hold -i i:. rtifcTi.no: with (lie chief of the 

Human State, it* fall tinned that he would suffer no 
wrong aeliiahands, but wouldh*invested by him with 
Ihc Armenian sovereignty, just *A Tirtdatea had been 
invtsied by Nero, lie demanded to lie set at Ufwrty, 
together with lib retinue." Trajan answered curtly 
tlvtt he did H"I intend tn give the -aiverdsmy <*f 
Armeniato any one. The country belonged to Rome, 
and should have a Korean govertmt. I'nrthamadm 
might go where Ire pleased with hfa Parthian^ ; hut 
any Armenians that he bad brought with him must 
remain—they were Roman ubfaeis. Tarthsmasiris, 
upon this, rode off ; hut Trajan had no (mention of 
allowing him to escape, ami become the leader u> an 
Armenian war. He ordered some of his troops to 
f f 4hnv and arrest turn, and, if h- resisted, tr ■ put him 
to death. Those instructions were carried out. and 
Parthamasirts wa» killed, as a recent fmtiinaji a ,!ys. 
■’ brutally." 

Cruel and brutal arts ire frequently ill -ctsafal—at 
any rale, far a time. Trajan A “sharp and sudden 
b|uw”wa$ effective, and produced the prompt and 
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complete submission of Armenia. N<* resistance wa> 
mads It did not, perhaps, much niftier to the hulk 
of the itdtahaanu whether a hnthiim vihmt or a 
Human proconsul guvenitil them. Trajan found m> 
difficulty in carrying out his intention of absorbing 
Armenia into llic vtnplit The two Armen las—» 
the Greater -tnd the Less—were united together. 

placed under ft Roman governor.. reduced id to 

t!ie form of a province. 

Attention was then turned to the neighbouring 
CMituriir* Friendly ruled ttms were established w ith 
Aiuhiidto, king uf the Hetlfothl and Macheloitl* and 
gifts were rent him tn return for those which Ids 
envoys hail brought to Trajan. A new king was 
given to the Albanian*. Alliances were concluded 
with tile Iberi, San loiiiii tar, flulchi, and even with the 
distant tribe 1 ; retried »u the Cimmerian Bosphoru* 
These names recalled to the Romans the glorious 
times r.f the great Pninpej-, and made it evident It- 
them that Roman influence was now paramount in 
Lite entire region between the Caucasia, the < i piatt, 
and the A raxes. 

Still, the Emperor dewed whui he had achieved 
els it lucre prelude to what he wan bent on achieving. 
St sv :ts R irLhia, nnt Armenia, again*! which hi-s ex¬ 
pedition had been really aimed Accordingly, having 
arranged matter* hi the north-east, ftnd left garrisons 
in the principal Armenian strong holds, he made a 
eotultcr-moveinetit towards the south-west, oil which 
side 1 aiiliia to him most assailable. Station* 

ing himself at bile- a. the capital of the prtwitiee of 
Os rhncnc, which wis vtill „hn mistered bj :i Y irfhi.sn 
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vassal, bciUfflg the- ii5.ua! name of Abgann* he partly 
terrified, partly coaxed, that shifty prince into tub- 
mtelim, after which he entered Into negotiations nich 
Sporuees, phykreh of Afithemusln, Mamma. an 
Arabian chieftain, and Manisareg, a Parthian, satrap, 
vJim had a quarrel of hi* own with Cho^rois. Having 
drawn thov chiefs i<« hi* tide, he commenced hl^s 
at fact tm the great Parthian kingdom by u double 
movement Part of life troop* marched southward, 
by the mine which Crmstui bad followed* and made 
I hv motives masters of the I met known a<- A nf huuuisna, 
in- U^lC between the Euphrates and Uv KlLibnut ; | .Lit 
proceeded eastward against Ihitna^ Nihibh, and 
Q>rdydni t or the country of the Kurds No ^rlnus 
rrafefemce w;ta offered to the Invader* on either mutt 
Chmroc' had withdrawn his force* to the further side 
of the Tigris, and left the defence of the province* to 
fab vas^ala, who were for I he most part too weak to 
venture on oppci-aflH Hie march of a wdbappniHted 
Roman army. By the end of the year the whole tract 
lictivrati the Euphrates nml the T igm K as far south as 
the town of Singarn and the modem range of Sinjar* 
had been overrun* and occupied; Upper Mesopotamia, 
in the braidcst sltism? of the term, li;ui become 
Roman ; and the cnoqueror, pursuing die system 
which he had revolved on adopting from she first,, 
absorbed the newly won territory into the empire 
and made Mesopotamia a Roman province* At 
Rome these successes were greeted with cnthu'iaim : 
medal* wure struck; on which the subjected countries 
WCI^ repreiiimtcd a* pr^tmte under the fbo of their 
ctmqijcrhf, and the Senate conferred on him the titles, 
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whidt (MW appear upon lib Coins, of w Armen incus " 
anti " I’artllicJI^" 

As winter approached, the Emperof quitted life 
jfdjy, and retired in hdesn <>r Antioch, leaving his 
generals to maintain possession of the conquered 
regions, and giving them very special instructions 
with respect to the preparations that they were to 
make for the campaign of the ensuing year, As 
Trajan had recked tint to attempt the jniFsage 
through the desert which intervenes between tint 
Sirtjat range and Babylonia, the crossing of the 
Tigris would be the first important operation to he 
accomplished, lint the banks of the Tigris were, m 
rmjnn knew, very deficient in wood, or at any rate 
in wood suitable for the construction of such boats 
as were required for the building of a bridge 
nerves the fiver. He therefore gave orders that, 
during the winter, a large fleet should be prepared at 
Nirihis, the headquarters of the army, where timber 
was excellent and abundant, so constructed Hint the 
yci-ids could be readily taken to pieces and pul 
together again These, when the spring came, were 
conveyed in waggons to the western batik of the 
Tigris, probably at Uic point where it debouches from 
the mountain-- upon the low country, n little above 
JvjJreh. Trajan and his army Sfrjomjwnfcd them, 
meeting with no resistance until they reached the 
river and licgnn their preparations for passing it 
Then, however, the inhabitants of the opposite hank 
—not disciplined soldiers, lint brave moumainctrr* 

_gathered together in f^rcc, t< 1 dispute the parege. 

[i was only by launddng a number of Ids boats at 
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different point', laden ivilh eompami - of heaxy^iTTiied 
and archer*, which iidvanccd ini© mid-stream and 
engaged the ^incitiy* while at iltr same lime they 
threatened tu land at many different point* , shat 
Trajan was able, slowly and with difficulty, in com¬ 
plete his construction* anti finally brides the river. 
His troops then effected their passage the enemy 
dispersing ; and the Emperor rapidly overran the 
m I 1 ole i if tbr. rich country u\ Adi.ibe:n\ beiu * m the 
civer and the hills, accuppnft tn 6ucession NIjk'- h, 
Arbda t and Gau^iimda* and nowhere meeting with 
itiy redamuccL Choaroft remain cd aloof, waiting till 
Ik hail drawn hln enemy further away trtFin hi* base 
operations,und mtrsttig hi* own fetr-umces. McMr* 
the ’fVff rvv or subject-king of Adiabcile, who 
had hoped to be able to defend the lirt£ of the Tigris 
finding that forced, ap^ars to have despaired, and 
withdrew from Lhc struggle. Owe lifter another the 
fbrts and strcin^hojils Of the district were taken and 
ixreupieih Adettyrtra, a place of great strength p was 
captured hya smalt knot of R««inan primmer*, who. 
when they found their friends near, rose upon the 
garrison* killed the comrnandant* and opened tire 
gutua to then countrymen. In a few wc-clf* sill 
Adb4n!-iii f the hvarl of the auckm /Usy rfii, \v,n 
conquered; and a third province was added to the 
empire. 

It might now have been expected that the Roman 
army would advance directly upon Ccedphon. The 
way was open ; and Trajan might well have untfch 
poind, a* Napolrsm did in iBil, that the capture of 
the csieinyA main capital would con elude the m 
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Hot for reasons ihat art not nuufe clear to us, the 
Emperor determined other wise. Having repotted the 
Tigris into Mesopotamia, he took I list:,!, one *>f the 
UXKI considerable towns of the Middle Mesopotamian 
region, ami, arsing to the Euphrates, visited the 
bitumen pits at i lit, so famous in the worUi ? liiitutj. 
whence the march was easy 10 Babylon. Art still nu 
cony showed himsetf, Babylon w« approached, in- 
Vcitc ti, and taken—so far as appears—without a blow 
being struck. Sctalda soon afterwards submitted ; 
andtt only remained to attack and reduce the capital 
jn older to have complete jxissession oi the entire 
region watered by the two river* Here » Heel vra* 
nj^bi needful ; and Trajan, accordingly, transported 
the flotilla, ulilcli he had taken cute to have in residi¬ 
ng., on the EnphmUS, across the narrow tract tie- 
tween the stream* in N lot 33°. un rollers, and 
Imdxd it Upon th" Tigris He was prepared for a 
v j. i:i,, i;i: rciiistance, hut -met mults found himrrlf 
unopposed, Cteatpbon opined Sts gate* to him 
t.hcrifoes h t.l some lime previously evacuated it, with 
hi* family and Ids chief treasures, withdrawing furtin-i 
mto the interior of hi^ vast empire, and seeking t- 
wi ary out hi* assailant by mdutt oT distance, natural 
obstacles, and guerilla warfare. The tactics pursued 
resemble those which have tint uncommonly lawn 
adopted by a comparatively wrack enemy when 
attacked by superior force, and remind us of the 
method by which hUnthytHu successfully defended 
Scythia JULidusi Inrim I 1 v«Ul*|iw in the sixth century 
H.C, and by which the Kusdan Alexander baffled the 
(Ircat Napole-.n hi the days ofourow n father- ■ t gram!- 
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fathers. Hut Trajan maybe excused if he took bin 
enemy’s rcLn-.il for entire withdrawal from the contest 
and the apathy of the Western province fur tin- 
complete rmbtnEskm of the atajpim Ctcsiplum «a> 
his ; lirtbylon w» hfe; Hu-a, the old Capital of the 
Adi-irmenicte, was his ; the war might be regarded 
as over; and so. not troubling himself to pnnme his 
living I!j- into the remote and liiiilmnliia regions ot 
the far Hast, he proceeded to enjoy Ids triumph, 
embarked on a pleasure voyage down the Tigris, and 
even launcher! hi* bark upon the witters of she 
Persian Gulf The career of Alexander the Great* 
presented itself vividly to Ilia imagination ; and he 
siftluul to think UmI, at Ids .ir;c, he could not hope 
t<> reach the limits which liad been stlUinci! by the 
Macedonian. He instituted Inquiries, however, with 
Tcsprct to Iu lia, and may havecontafflifikiLcd sending 
an expedition there, when lie had hnd time to settle 
and arrange his Parthian conquests, and to place 
Mesopotamian affairs on a satisfactory fooling. No 
suspicion scents t*< have crossed his mind lhai the 
conquests which he hud s-n rapidly effected were 
insecure—no previniun of coming trouble appears, 
to have dtXUtrbcd Ills self-complacency,/ In a foot's 
paradise be ilie,mud a way Lite closing weeks 1 the 
mtnmer of a.u. t K>, and was still lazily floating on 
thi: witters o f the Southern S«q when iiitelligtncc qf 
a startling diameter was suddenly brought to him. 

Revolt had broken out in his rear. At Sdeucia, at 
ilitra, at Nisi bis, at Echrssa, the natives had flown to 
arms, bad ejected file Roman garrtobriH IVtini their cities, 
or in some instances massacred them, iiin whole Eine 
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of retrod was b^cl by foes, and lie ran a gw* r?3k 

of having his return cut off, and of perishing in the 
jistaiif region which he had iflVSdtil. The twasivii 
cjiSled for the most active exertions and for the 
greauat energy; fortunately for the Romans, Trajan 
wa* cfual to St. Personally, lie hastened northwards, 
white ho issued peremptory 01 tiers tuhis generals that 
they should everywhere take the mint-active- mosuits 
against th« rebels, and do their utmost to check the 
sprs i' l of insurrection. 'Hie chastisement r f Sticuvia 
was intrusted to Erttclua Clnrusand Julius Alexander, 
who stormed the city, ami ruAfossly drifvered it to 
the flames. Lucius Quietus succeeded in recovering 
jiisibis, and punished its rebellion in die same way. 

I it also plundered and burnt ivdessa, Maximus 
however, one of Trajan's most trusted officers, cm 
coining to on engagement with the enemy, was de¬ 
feated and slain. A Homan army «itli its legate was 
cut to pieces. Trajan himself, having returned to 
Ctcsipln n. and mode himself acquainted with the 
whole condition of affairs, woke up from his dream of 
iifi easy conquest, and saw that a complete change of 
policy was necessary. Panina must not be treated 
like Armenia and Moupuwmta-iu people must be 
hmnoored awl conciliated. -V native king and a 
show of independence must Ire allowed them. Ac* 
ccirtlingly, he selected u certain Piirthamspates , .1 
m,m of AfsndJ descent, who had cmljrntcd the 
aide of Rome in the rreent struggle, and summoning 
th-: Parthiaiis of (he capital and Us ndghbowhood to 
1 gloat meeting in a plain near CLeipbon, ho pro¬ 
duced before them iht individual whom he favoured. 
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commended him to their loyal a fleet inti lit a itpi^cli ijl 
i ouaidcfakta length, and, after magnifying somewhat 
iiijudieitnisly the splendour of his own achievements, 
placed the diadem with hi* own hand upon his brow, 
Ik then commenced his retreat. 'Hiking Ll'e direct 
tine through Mcs^ttniil, he matched, in die fifdl 
instance, upon Hfltra, one of the towns which hail re¬ 
volted from him.and had not yet be«0 reduced The 
place was vim all. I nit strongly fortified It toy in the 
desert between the Tigris and Euphrates, newer to 
the former, and was piOtcCtfll,by the vcutUinei? of it> 
water, and the unproductiveness nf the region around, 
from attack except by a small force, Trajan battered 
down a portion of the wall, and attempted to enter by 
the breach ; but his troop met with a decided repulse, 
and he himself, having rashly approached too near 
the walk was in the greatest danger of being wounded. 
The horseman nearest to him was actually struck by 
,m arrow and slain. After this the siege did not lad 
long. As autumn approached tiic weather broke up, 
and thutidtrsUi-ni'. prevailed, with r mi and violent 
luJL It was believed that whenever the Roman* 
proceeded to the us -ault the fury of the elemental 
war increased In severity. Moreover, u pltigue of 
insect* «L In Gnats and flies disputed with the 
4 „ldir.rs every iriowel of their food and every drop of 
their drink. Under these circumstances the Emperor 
felt compelled to rcIlmpii-Sh the siege amJ beat a re- 
treat Ik retired through Me* pot ami a ujkon Syria, 
and took up lib ipinrtcr? at Antioch, having suffered, 
it would mem,' considerable loss upon the way At 
* So Frmifri M l“»Snri(h U"'-' \ sfi 
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Antioch the tfletts of his heavy loll* ami exertion* 
began tv show themselves. He It!I sick, and quitting 
hh army, mude an attempt to reach Rome, but sue* 
criminal to his malady before In? hod proceeded very 
far, and died at Seiiniis, in Cilicia, August, A.P. i■ 

On ttie retirement of Tmjan, the Pmthian monarch, 
quitting Media, returned to Ctesiphon, uxiKiUed 
rarthaniospates without difficulty. and rc-cau b Hahcd 
his own niltf over tile regions which Trajan ln«l over* 
Hill, hut had not reduced Into the (Win of provinces. 
Armenia, however. Upjier M< l ’} !l -t-imia, anil Assyria 
or Adtabune, were still held in fiute by the Roman*, 
ami might probably have been maintained agaihsl 
any attack that Pari hi a could have made, had the 
ni w Emperor, Hadrian, who had succeeded Trajan, 
regarded their retention .is desirable, Put Hadrian, 
who, as prefect of Syria, had been a near witness of 
Trajan's campaigns. and possessed an Intimate ac¬ 
quaintance with the general condition of the Hast, 
,v,is deeply convinced that the at let opt of 1 ojin had 
been a mi-iakc, and that the tiue policy for Rome 
waS that (aid dunii in principle by Augusts—that 
the tiu**r:-:-i'ins of the empire diouftl not be extended 
beyond their natural and traditional limits l ie tv 
m^vcU, UiL-tcfure, in withdraw ihe.Romatt |cgu»n>nnee 
mure within the Euphrates, and to re1iiii|nish the 
ncw]y*cotttpicred provinces, of which so great * boast 
had bean made—Arroenfik MoopOtntirin, Adiabctid. 
It is generally flowed by modem historians, that the 
resolution was a wise uite. " There was nr* soil be* 
yen id the Euphrates - 'ii>> Dean Merivate with excel¬ 
lent judgment, "hi which Hainan instittiliiaiis could 
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take root, while the ex(ien*c of maintaining them 
would have been utterly vxhausling," 1 A- far a** 
the Kuphratui Greek colonisation had leavencd 
the original Astatic mass its bo render it genii'Euro¬ 
pean. and so to prepare it to a large extent for the 
reception of Euuiau ideas* and Rom a n principles of 
government: beyond, the Greek infusion had been 
too weak to produce much cfleet Onmtslpure 
prevailed—and Western institutions, if introduced, 
would have found themselves in an alien soil, where 
they could only have withered and died, liven apart 
form this, the Roman Empire was already so large :ls 
to be unwieldy, and to endanger it*- continued toheslto. 
The chiefs of province of the Euphrates would 
have been so fur removed From the ?cflt of government 
il» to be practically exempt from effectual control and 
supervision, They would have had enormous forces 
in men and money at their command, and have been 
under a perpetual temptation to revolt and endeavour 
to secure for themselves an independent position. The 
garrisoning, moreover, of such extensive countries 
would have been a severe drain upon the military 
resources of the empire, and would have cxen&cd a 
demoralising influence upon tlu- wild toy. such as was 
already fell to come extent w ith regard tt> the legion* 
quartered in Syria. Aik pettier, it Is clear that the 
course punned by Hadrian in contracting once more 
ibe i-astem limits of the empire was a prudent mle. 
and entities the. prince who adopted it, not only to the 
praise of “ moderation,'' but to that of political {might 
and isag&city. 

■ Itmm Knijin," tsJ. »liS. |»- ij). 
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The evacuation of tlie conquered countries brought 
nbout a return to the condition of thing* m th« East 
which had prevailed ever siu« the time of Augustus. 
Rome ami Parthia resumed their ancient botmduriM. 
Armenia reverted 10 its otd condition of a kingdom 
nominally- independent, but too weak to stand alone, 
and ncce^idiy leaning on external support, at one 
time practically dependent on R^tne, at another on 
I'arthia. I is first ruler, after it team'd to be a Roman 
province, was I'arthamiispaU-.. to a 1 hum Hadrian 
■weuift to have handed it over, and in wh"-v appoint¬ 
ment C hoerocs i rm s L have acqu iesowi t host* *.* ton 111 
not but be well dtojnrusi tow arils the ruler who, with¬ 
out hdng compel !usl to do w by a defeat, had restored 
to 1'aithia the tw-om"st mi]mrtaniand valuable other 
provinces; and the consolidation of his power in them 
Mtfcably gave him ample occupation, and made him 
satisfied to have a dine of repose from external 
trouble He win to have continued on friendly 
icriris with Hainan during the umflimder of his life. 
Once only, in a it. wus tin- understanding 

threatened. The exact cause, of complaint baontSKt 
o, : ,n duwn to us; bm it nrjH-.r- shat in that year 
rmnnurs of an intended Parthian invasion reached Uie 
KmpcroT, mui induced hi™ to make n journey to the 
far ILnst, ht oidur, by hh personal influence mid as- 
Miranees, to avert the danger An Interview was held 
between the two monarch* upon the frontier, ami cx- 
fibnalions were given and received, which Ixith jmrtius 
resnrelcd a- sdii.fiu.-UMy The I'nrthian prince gave up 
bis intention of tumbling Hie peace of Rome, and the 
two empires cimtimusd, not only during *he rest of the 
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reign of Cfu»rrbut till aoigie rime nftcr the- death 
of Hadrian, ort terms of friendship and amity. Hadrian 
went M) fur as to restore tsChnOb about A.l>. t jO) a 
daughlur ivlio had been taken prisoner at Susa by the 
generals of Trajan fourteen years k-Lrc, and had re¬ 
mained at Rome in captivity ; and be if ™at said to 
have premised the restoration uf tin.- golden throne 
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coin u nirmm>.VTfs it. whs or abtahjiSov rr- 

captured .it the Same time.on which the l p arthm«S set 
n sjiedal value. 

Qioarncs, during his later years, had to Contend 
with a pretender tn his throne, who I lore tile name, so 
common at this time, of Vt»loBic«c* The 1‘artWan 
empire showed, more and more as time went on, a 
tendency to dlamtttMration; and there i-> reason to 
bdieve tiu-., during |1 iet space cwititDOnly assigned to 
Chi.sr.Hr- iA.ii 10SH30), different monarch* reigned. 
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not infrequently, in different parts of Parthia at the 
same time. The coins of Voloynscs IT. ntll parallel 
far many years with those of Cliowofis. A coin of a 
Mi thru lutes, and another of an Artabanus, fall into 
the same interval, the classical writer, make no 
mention of the!* rh'ai kinps ; anti the native remain* 
arc so scanty that It is Impossible to draw any con¬ 
tinuous naftiliv. (torn them W e can only say. 
generally, that IVtuhiu has entered the period of Her 
decadence, and that, even apart from foreign attack, 
slier v-onTfl. ii left to ' i.cT-i'il. have podwbly expiit-l 
Within little more than a century. 




XIX. 

VOtQCilSE* II. ANH ANTi'MINUS PHIS—-Vi *ll*»A!-f5 
III. .vsri VTfUTS. 

TllK Vnlogase* tvh" had for to many years dis 
pitted the cromi with CUmrocis. appears, on the 
decease if the latter, l«< havtr been generally ac¬ 
knowledged iu kin^. He was an atied prince, in¬ 
disposed to any unnecessary exertion, and (put* 
content to continue on the friendly terms with Rome 
which li.irl tjcen established under his predecessor, 
|[c had not, Imwcvcr, been -rettlcd more than three 
yews upon the throne, wfutti limiilitici Ciiiite ujmii 
litm from an unexpected quarter. Hiafusmanc^who 
ctijoyftl the HU'iiid^ntj' or llxjira under Roman 
tectkin, but chafed at his dtp. n.knt |KisJtion, and had 
private grounds of qnarrd with H Adrian, in the year 
A,j. 153, suddenly threw thr- whole of t|w East into 
a blaze. Inviting into Asia a yreut horde of the 
northern barbarians from the tracts beyond the Gau- 
casus, lie induced them to precipitate tbemselvea upon 
Armenia, Cappadocia, and Mi dir. AtmpaUnfe, which 
was once mom a dctendency of Pwshia. and to carry 
fire and sword Into the midst ftf tho*o fertile regions, 
Vologases ut once complained to Rome of the injury 

ji* 
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done him by her feuditUny, and requested ttn-a stance ; 
bin 1 lu< Irian regarded troubles in sti distant a region as 
unimjxjrtafit, and, satisfied that Capped ncia would be 
sufficiently protected by its governor, who was Arrian, 
the historian of Alexander, he left Vutogases to 
struggle with his difficulties as he beat might. The 
aged monarch, under these dreomstnnew, had recourse 
to ait expedient at once impulitic and disgraceful— 
hr brib'd the horde of Alans, which had invaded his 
province, to quit the country, and turn their arms in 
anm her direct inn. Such a policy, though occasionally 
adopted by the Romans themselves, an never be 
other than mistaken and ruinous, Once entered 
upon, it i» almost certain to lx: continued, and to hring 
about at once the exhaustion and die degradation of 
the jxrople that condescends to it. 

It is not perhaps surprising that [In. Irian, always 
studious of peace, abstained From raking any ncHve 
part In the A lank war ; (nil it certainly seems strange 
that, instead of inflicting any punishment on Phams- 
mntics for his reckless action in Introducing die bai 
barians into Asia, ami actually letting them loose 
upon the empire, he should have shortly afterwards 
loaded him with honours and benefits, f p- summoned 
him indeed to Rome, to answer for his conduct, but, 
having done this, accepted his explanations, condoned 
his crimes, and not only so, but rewarded him by an 
enlargement of his dominion, and by various other 
marks of fiivqur. He permitted him to sacrifice in 
the Capitol, placed his equestrian statue In the temple 
of Pell ana, and was present at a slum tight in which 
the Iberian monarch, his son, and his chief nobles 
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exhibitc'.l |bdr skill and jninveii It i.% not likely 

thui Vologascs can have been much ptavc.l at th«--e 
result of his complaints ; but he seems to have sub¬ 
mitted to them without a. mimum; and, when Had rum 
died (in ,vu. I and wa^ succeeded by his adopted 
Titus Aurelius, better known a* Antoninus Pius, 
he sent to Rome an emha«y of congratulation, and 
presented his Roman brother with a owvn of gold 
The medal, which recowls this event, was struck in 
ihc first year of AutJiiinus, nod exhibits no the 
reverse ft female figure holding a bow and quiver fn 
the left hand, and with the fight pn^iiting a crown, 
while underneath is the Inscription, PARTHIA. 

Having thus, as he thought, secured the good-will 
*f (he new monarch by a well-timed compliment, 
Vnlogase* ventured on intruding upon him with no 
unpleasant demand 1 ImWan. in a moment of weak¬ 
ness, had promised that the goldun throne, captured 
by Trajan in hia great expedition, should be gimi 
back to its proper owners; but, finding that the act 
would he unpalatable to his subjects, had delayed the 
performance ol his promise, and finally died without 
giving effect to it, Vdognws hoped that his successor 
might he mure accmnimxlating, and instructed his 
envoys to bring tbc matter Ijcfore AiiUwdmn, to 
remind him of Hadrian s pledger) word, and make » 
formal request for the delivery to them of the much- 
prim! relic. Hut Amunitte was much averse to 
relinquishing the trophy as hi< predecessor had been, 
and positively refused to grant the request made of 
him. The envoys had to return rv r>/r./rf, and to 
report to their master that* for the present at any 
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rate, all frop * must be laid aside of recovering the 
emblem of ArSodd sovereignty 

The remainder or the reign of \ ologasi^ it. was 
tranquil arid unmarked by any striking inadim!. ho 
pretensions went put forward It) ‘Ilf Part hi a its with 
ttsjiea to Armenia, to which, jirabably on the death 
Pariltaiimputcs. Rome was suffered, without prntol, 
to appoint a new to mi. arch No further attempt was 
marl? to obtain the surrender of Lhe " golden throne." 
The crwifatcu* between the two stales, which hud 
foil raved « *11 AntOtlineV rejection of tin. demand [ift j 
ferred by Vologases, merely tended to keep the rival 
powers apart, and to prevent occasions of collision, 
while Antoni lie's truly peaceful policy preserved 
Psrthiiii even from intemid disturbance, arid allowed 
the successor of CHmwoc* to enjoy Ills thrnnr, tin- 
threatened by any pretender, fur ihv com j^i rati vely 
loti£ term of nineteen yean fA.li 13a U> 1 40 V The 
;li|, il monarch left bis crown to a successor ol the 
same name as himself, win* was probably hi-' son, 
though or thh there Ls no dtrwrt evidence. 

The i bird Y'ulrg.i ■ ascended the E .irthinii throne 
either in \ n ! 4^ <« 1-VJ- lh’i- b die 'Uiif till * In- 
|jtvili:ci-;>.ir ( bui added to them,upon hincuinfl.VL Si mitic 
iL-gend-—either s^= vbu " Yologras, King." or ■nSi 
»t^3 pVe -jenjt *• Volaguscs, Abhob, King of King.-." 
The dates 011 Ills coins extend from a. IX 14k 9 ' 4I 
CD, iyo—i, showing that he held tiir throne for ihe 
tong -1 nice nf forty.two years- During the earlier 
portion of the time (AJX 148-1 ft j tur wax contemporary 
with Antoninus Pius, anil, though tfiscnritetilcd with 
the exclusion of Panina from all influence in Armenia, 


3SI lit- -AW y'EEi:s. 

and meditating a war with Rome on this accotmt. he 
suffered hitiwdf tt> be persuaded, by Ictiere from the 
fjcidfic Emperor, u> keep die peace as long w Ae 
occupied the Imiicrial throne, and io defer hi* con- 
tempi ated outbreak until the reign of hi* successor. 
On the death of Antuniims. however, he «a> ti--v 
farther to be re-drained, but at once took the field, .rod 
marching an army -uid-mly Into Armenia, ennied 
fill before him, cxpelM So,emu-. Honied vassal anti 
creature, from the kingdom, and placed up<m | ,c 
thi one a proti^t of his own, a certain Tigrane;-, 4 fCtoO 
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of the old royal Atock, whose mmr recalled to the 
Armenians the period of their greatest glory, t he 
Roman governor^ of the adjacent provinco learnt with 
surprise and alarm that Armenia was rktadred fruin 
the empire; and Sc\ crfcmus, prefect of Cappadrmn, 
the nearest to die KCttC of action, and a man of an 
impetus di^Kftitkm, bdng a Gaul by birth, homed 
t( , the some at the head <rf « «»gle legion, partly 
moved by his own hot tdtljler. partly yielding to the 
licjviiAsioioi of a pseudjorprephet of those parts named 
Alexander, who promised him a signa! victory. Hut 
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tlit- result signally Falsifi ed the prophecy Scarcely 
had Sescrijmtis owed the Itufhmlt, into Armenia, 
when he found himself ill the pre-fence e*r a Superior 
force under the command of a l>*rth£un general called 
Chc»ra€s, mill was under the ntxoHty of throwing 
himself into Liu: city of M legem, where he was immedi¬ 
ately be*ieyed atul blockaded- Though he offered a 
strenuous resfsr.mcc, it was unavailing. Hi# troop# 
were not uf good quality> and, unable to liiwtk through 
the *»m h which surrounded them, they were in a 
shrift time jsliut down by the Parthian archers, and 
perished alin^i to a man. Sever!anus shared their 
fate : and the Parthian# obtained a success which was 
paralleled with that itf Su reran agaiint <rassti«, or ol 
Arminius against Varus* Their mastery over Armenia 
was confirmed, and die Roman provinces were laid 
wholly o|M ft to their attacks. Their squadrons crossed 
the Kuphiate-, and m.uJied into S>rhi. where they 
obtained a ^.-Ooiui sueveM, 1 - Attidiui Lorneliauus, 
the proconsul, gathered together the force- of his 
province, and gave battle to the invader-, but W' 
repulsed. The situation bcept* nearly such as had 
obtained after the defeat of Crasstfs, or when Paeon** 
and l.abieiiut, in the year in. 40. earned ravage 
a lid ruin over the region liclivecu the Euphrates ajid 
the O rim tea. Tb Parthian^ jMtsed from Syria miu 
Palestine, am! the whole of the Roman East seemed 
to lie open to them, tntclligunw of what had 
happened was rapidly carried to Rome, and threw 
the Senate into consternation Aurelius felt that he 
co id'I not be ipaicd from Italy', but deputed VefUfi to 
represent him in tin- I .•>», and Wc him hasten u* the 
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’tcne of action with such forces as could lie gathered. 
Vo Hi. hlivvcvjj:. was .1 t<>v* r uf pUa-ure he 

loitered on hi* way in Apulia, then Jin*, redo I at a 
k'iiurely pace in Syna* m 1.1 > settled himself in the 
luxurious Antioch, iiiul. (riving himself lip to its 
pleasures and amusements, handed ever the cart's «t 
war to his li~i ulL-rumlv IriiriLm.ilvU for Rome. there 
Were among thc*c several genera!* of the antique tyjic. 
as especially Statins I’riscus, Avidhw Cassius. and 
Martins Vciua. Casanus, even before the arrival "i 
Vefus umf his army, had begun an effective ncsistaiicc, 
He had. 1 »' almost ineredihlc efforts, brought the 
Syrian legion* intr* a st.*lenf urdur and tliseipHne. h.i'l 
with (hem checked the advance nf Vnlngasta, and had 
finally found himself in a rrmriiti-.u to take the 
rifTuisiic. la AJJ. I<H tie fought a great buttle with 
Lhe farthlait* defeated thcut, and drove them across 
Iltt- Kuphnih- MmmvhiJc. Si.ituii Prisons and 
Martin* Venn* had nmlcrtakin the ivtovtiy of 
Armenia. Statius had advanced without a check 
from the frontier to the capital Artr._x.ita, hud taken 
the city, anJ burnt iL to the ground, after which he 
built A Iinv city, which he strongly ganisottetl with 
li-irnan tniup% and «nt intelligence to Rome that 
Armenia whs how ready in welcome back her expelled 
prince, Suamus, Soarmus «^>rt this returned, and, 
though some further disturbances were made by the 
anti-Homan puny, yet these were successfully dealt 
with, chiefly by Murtius Verm;, ami in a short time* 
tin- Roman notafoeu «;t‘ revrignincr! a* uiufcjiuted 
king, and the entire aumtrj brought info a date a f 
trui ii juil Shy 
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The so«es* wliich !i:«1 nt tended th 1 * fi* 5 * 05 s h to 
artn*.,f VoK-uws H(, w» thu*<nmpfctd|' neutral***!. 

In iS'l- »i>jce of two years Home had made ;4'- : -d 

her Jbeies, and shown that she ww»fully »W e U> main¬ 
tain tUt*' position in Wn-tLrn Asia which she had 
acquit! by the vicidlte of Trajan. But tin-am ho 
Lion, gcrremK intnwlu.se hdtW* the conduct of the 
v.’iif hail fallen t 1 tr-...|;h the inntpirily• Vuu^.weir 

Far from satisfied with the mere recovery of what had 
last I'etsuhal, rather thou patriotic, mflilvi-* 
actuated them. I11 the circumstances of the time 
mililai) distinction was more coveted than any other 
and was Iwtltcd upon as getting a path l " lhe VCf >’ 
hfchcst honours, The mcressful general Ik came. J- 
a puttier of cniirflift, by virtue of his position, a candi¬ 
date for the Imperial dfenhy. If. under the great 
E 4 mx.leun, every conscript felt that he earned a 
mardul's Mtm> in his knapsack. still more, under the 
Middle Empire, was every vi> tori mis com mundet per- 
s mi Jed that each step in the path of victory brought 
him sori'ibly nearer l" the throne. * >f all lhe offiirirH 
engaged in "the I’-uLUi.iu war. nominally under Writs, 
the mr*t capable and the most ombMmn was Avidius 
Cassius, Sprung from the family of the great 
«Liberator." who had cntiuwbt for thv supreme 
power in Lhe state with Augustus and Antony, he* 
had .1 hereditary hi,vs towards pushing him-df H> the 
front, and might he omitted upon 10 let slip nn occa¬ 
sion which fortune should pul m his way, HU posi¬ 
tion in Syria gave him jtlehdid opportunity. After 
his Til t success, against Voh.gase-, Aurelius had 
made him a sort of genraalUsfmo 1 and, having thus 
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juried freedom of action, lie resolved Lu c (try I he war 
into tht cncniyN country, and *re if lit ci«uhl not rival, 
or even outdo, the oditercnieiil* of *1 mjon hall a 
century earlier. No continuous history of his cam- 
jwlfjn has reached our time, but from the fragmentary 
notice* of It which are still exunL we m»v gather « 
good general idea of its course and character, C ross- 
iug the Euphrates into Meai|xU4mia at Zeugma, flic 
moot important of the Roman station' 'ifwm the river, 
he proceeded foil to Nieephorium, near the junction 
(if the HeliH v hit the Ku pi iralcs, ami thence made his 
w-jy down the course of the sticim to Sura (proiMNy 
SipjntAi and Babylon. At Stun a L ittle eras fought, 
in which the Romans were victorious, hut It was after 
thisth.it the groat took place which covered 

Cassius with glory. The vast city oI Sttlcucin upon 
the Tigris, which had at the time ft population «f 
four hundred thousand souls, was besieged, taken, and 
burnt, to punish an alky/'l treason of the inhabitants. 
Ctcriphon, upon the opposite bank of the river, 
the summer re^idicc of the I’iirthiun kings, was 
occupied, and the royal palace there situated wa** 
pillaged, mid levelled wiLb tilt ground. The vari¬ 
ous fane* mid temples were stripped of their 
treasure# ; and worth was made for buried riches 
in all the places which were thought likrly tn have 
been utilised, the result being that an immense 
booty was carried off! The Parthians, worsted in every 
encounter, after a lime, ceased to reski, and all the 
i-onipttsis made by Trajan, and relinquished by 
Hadrian, were recovered 1'urthcr, an expedition waft 
made into the Zagros mountain tract, .n.- 1 j rtio.. 





RESVU-S or WE EXEBDITIOX. 3^7 

■ i .1 tf, He within thu limbs of Media, and 
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^jhltffRerne thus carried off oil the honour* of the 
J,’ with VoIokmcs III,.'till she did h*«*»■“«* 
Votsso which usudly attends upon the over-rortu. 
o-,r lluriou its stay in the ma.shy lepon. of 
r„»or MesopotwnH. the e*ny of <*»*“ *f £%Z 

infected with the sc.ru* of . 
malady, wltich dung to it on to ™»™. ““ 

t»l .VO'S ‘he "hole hue of U* 
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rctrvat. The mjicrstttfoii of the soldiers assigned ti» 
llu? [rwiiiefiG: a wijiemattwd origin. U hat! crept 
forth, they said, fnun i ■ojbtcmuiefui ceil, tir a golden 
coffer, in the bemplc of Lhc Comican Apollo at 
Sdcudo, during the time that a j sort urn of tht. army 
wm engaged in jiliitulcriitg the temple treasure*. 
Placed then? ih primeval times bj the spell* t-f Uve 
Chakfrcan& it nsyed with the more virulence on 
account of ih lung confinement, and amply avenged 
she P.uiliitiiii fur LUc many woes Inflicted on them hy 
Roman hand* Every town that lay uj»n the route 
of the reluming army wa* unit ten by it; and from 
these centres it diverged in every dfrectiiOB, east and 
west, and north and south, into the adjacent districts. 
At Route, the number of victims amounted to tens 
of tlii’ii^mds. - .\fr»t the vulgar hen I of tint Subtil ra 
only, the usual victim', of a [jestilcncc, were stricken, 
hut many of the highe-it rank also suffered-’ 11 
According to Orosius, 1 in Italy generally the whole 
country was so iJtvasUtcil, that the villas. towns, and 
ficlils were everywhere left without inhabitant nr 

cultivation, and fell to rain, or relapsed into wilder¬ 
nesses. The army suffered especially, and is said to 
have Ijovn ftlinosi nrunhikited. In the provinces more 
than half the population was carried off, and tire 
pestilence,, over leaping the Alps, spread as fir os Lire 
Rhine and tin; Atlantic Ocean. 

The remainder of the reign of Vdug.nev Ml, was 
Uneventful. He Continued to occupy the Parthian 

* Mcritidr, 11 llnttwN Kmpirf,** inJ. vttl, js jjj. 

■ iSul. Ok*., “lliit./’iii ij 
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throne until A.l>. tyO** t™* noftirthrr part, 

su far :i" *re know, in tmy ndbury opera*** Un ■ 
only du* he seem to l^vc Ueu » fur «faml d™ 
hi- inaction as to ctmtc*nplfllii rcsutnftig 1 11 
n-ainat his powerful enemy Thts <W* *P 1 f 

175, when, Aurelius being detained upm U« Umi ^’ 
the morfbimte anifdttott of Avietrus Casdus thovc him 

into open rebellion. -md the f " tv /’ lU " 

dvil war jwBiucd 1“ ofifief * chance of Inrrhi.i bdttfc 
able to reassert h«i*1£ But the i.pportumty pw** 
i*.fo re VoluKUses could bring him-'lf «° "“* c a1l > 
reft** mrwematt Tlus revolt of Camilla eullapf** 
^ merit us soon as it bad hretet* out, ami the J-ast 
returned to its normal condition, VbtogtfW WP*#* 
of his warlike intention; and -hen (in *vp. IJtf? 
Aurelius visited Syria, -cut ambassador to ™*> 
with friendly assurances, 1 ''* lfr wtirC retctvt ’ 1 

fl \lur yean later the reign of tire ^jkwofdtfc 
Em-rer came l<i an end; and the imperial 
rejerl inti, the hand* of his weak and unworthy sou, 
Lucius Aurelius Commodu? A opp rtimUj 

f or nn jtggressivc movement offered itself , but, ngauu 

Vrrk^ resistol lhe temptation, to ™-jh into 
hostilities, and remained pussivc w.thm 
his own dominions. The reign of 
tSo-li>2) was, from first to last, untiousw V 
Parthian outbreak Vato^* *** probahty by tl^ 
££ ^ ok) matt* sir,™ he bad held die lh.au 
thre'ic for thirty-two yarns whcn Lomm-.vJu^ suc¬ 
ceeded hi* father, Wld may natural* have bc*U d* 
in dined to further warlike exertion. Kmne 


3JfJ yoLOaitsEx in , A bit) cnatitoiivs, 

llu tcfijre ^tfll t.« muhH-tiiv lurr Mesopotamian 

OMjquesl'. imchalltrttgcsl ; arui when Vofagams *licd 
(in ut 191 or 1911, the; condition of thing* emtinued 
as estnhftehcd by Awrclius in a,T>. f6;. 
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VOUCHSAFES TV. AKIJ SEVTifiUS. 

Tiif. thin l VoIogaiC' was succeeded by another 
prince of the same name* who in usually regarded a* 
hi* vw, though there b «n distinct evkkrtcr of the 
faeL lib coins, which generally pittcnt ht> full fact! 
ujj-ju thrir obverse, ills tend of the customary profile, 
have iJatct' which run from .‘lD 191 to 208. He thus 
appear* m have been contemporary with the Roman 
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Emperors—ComBtodus, Pcrtiuax, Dfdius Jul Janus. 
Pe^cnmuA Niger, ami Scplimiu* Sevcrtis. The great 
Parthian war of Severn* fcH entirely within his reigit, 
and it is as Lhe antagonist of this dbtinguisheri prince 
that he is cliicily known to history. 

It WHS very shortly after the accession of Vologases 
JV. (hat the officer of the Court <>f Commodus, 

so 
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unable any Uniger to endure hi* cxcoRSi and 
cruelties can spited again-it the unworthy ion of the 
Aurelius ant! assassinated him in lib bed- 
'‘liaBiiji.'r. j iifo t nun Jut was souii followed by aju! her 
— (hat of the virtuous, hut pcrlui|*i uver-ttrkt, 
PertiMx. The Pratoruuut, after this, pit up the 
‘ ilk'; ftf Korean Km purer to public auction, ,i»ri 
knocked it tlrru'ii to Diditi* [iilimiiii, u rich senator. 
'. ho is -said to have pah | for Ins prize no less than 
three million* of our moony. Hut ihb indignity 
exhausted the patience of the legion's, arid threw the 
entire empire into eon fusion. In three place?—in 
Britain, in Phunnitiu, and in Syria —revolt broke out, 
and the soldier* invested their respective leaders, 
Godins Albinos, Scpttinius ScVcfuft, and FeseenmiL 1 . 
Niger, with the purple. Niger, who. as prefect of 
SvTia, ficM tlie itecond dignity in tile empire, imagined 
Lhat his elevation would tint be disputed, and. Instead 
"in train mg were nerve to raise forces, and strengthen 
him.vdf by alliances, declined at first the offers of 
as-sistance made him by varbua Parthian feudatories, 
iiitil remained inactive in the Km t, expecting the 
Senate’s Ci_riiintn.il;' n of Ji.s appointment. Hut the 
unpleasant intelligence sotui reached him that Sep- 
ttrnius Sevenu, pn >r I aimed Kmjwror In Panrtonia amt 
acknowledged at kotne, was on his way to Syria, 
determined to dispute with him the prize, whereof he 
had somewhat mslily thought himself assured. Under 
tliese changed circumstances, Niger felt compelled to 
his own jsillcy, and to implore the assistance 
which so shorty before he hail rejected Towards 
the cl®*, nf the year x.i\ i.j 5 b c despatched envoy* 
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to Ihc courts of flic chief prince* bey«Jiid flu- 
Euphrates, and i-r.ec.nlly to thr tring. i f 
Purthiit, iiml llawa, enlH-.wna them to *ft«l <g 
tinjjent-i to his aid a* as possible, l he Armenian 
monarch—Vologasea* the a* of 
answer that it was riot hi-, tawntltm to 

with either nde; he sM4 * land ( f** f fru '* lb 
conflict and simply defend hi, own k'W»°? * any 

attach wen* made upon |L C TL | '■ w 

I’urthiati Votoga^ *** " 1(,re f^omebk- Ue tuuW 

not send ttoop* at once, he *ah . . 1 , ,l ^ 
dish-mded, but he would issue nn ordar to hi* *drap. 

f t .v the collection of a Strong fate »* “» fa 5 *** 

Barviniua. king of Halm, went further even than hi, 

body of archer n iuch cached fc» camp M*®** 
and took part in die war VoIogaSes IV. l«vr 
,-ivcn his sanction to flit* "demerit on the part c ^ 
St feudatory. who could certainly not h^ve ventured 
MIl ,ueh ^proceeding a &m wiU ofl,te °f 

paramount Still Votaga m ** ,«* PJJ"" 1 £ 
commit him^ir nur^-rvedly to ratter side m the 

(m ( nmding conflict, and (drained fa® 

active in fur then, lice of hfci prufes^l ifa-V* to 

cdleet an army, waiting to ** to whidx side the 

furtutur of war would incllsw-i 

The ‘tniggle tielween the rival EinpCfors wo*, *"on 
:„i Kiucr passed from Ada into Europe, 

.n4 tt»k up . p«8dp Br -jj 

ffliiTereit a defeat at Cyflcu-Sfaced to f 
back isjn>n his tnerves, anti, f»*smg through A 
Minor. U- his adversary liailk for tte second time 
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••car J-4U.H. where his «nn y lifts completely routed, 
.ui(f he himself captured mid pul lo death. M m n- 
^Ulk.Wever.tlieuflijonauf the East hail fl„ w „ to 
f™* ' f 1|C “en^bjactod Meopotantiaoa had ri«cn 
io it»nith*Jnn^acria||Bwt of the Roman dctadi- 
ineui- ntatiohed in their country, mid bait even laid 
to Sisihh. which su the' headquarter* „f the 
Kumau power in the district Their MmlmT tribes 
rmni the further sith <>f the Euphrates, particularly 
me iwopli* or A din living had assisted them, and taken 
part in the attack- The first object of Sevcnts after 
the defeat and death of Niger was to raise the stive 
and to chastise the rebels, with their s id^ and 
abettors. He m.odiM hazily , u Shihh, defeated 
the combined ISritod* and Adi aK-ni. relieve I the 
dHtiwal garrf*. . lOQk llp h[t own q(JBrtc|S f[| 

the place. He then proceeded to re-subject Me$o- 
potamio. The tnlliibiimife sought t{ , hk 

rebutment f.y reposeming that they had taken 
up arm-, out ugalrfd him, or against the Ftoruatis 
generally, bur againM Niger, Jus rival and foe, whom 
they had cmlcav.rured to distress for },i* (Seyms®) 
r ne,,L *** * rtMdhu to Kurn-mler the 

Romm,, whom they had taken pri*™^ ^ 

jwrtioii or the Ri'inan spoil ** remajped s,i|| thck 
haiuk : hm u vMOb«rv«f that they said nothing about 

tJtvmg upthcMrou.hold, «h* they had taken,JraboS 
resuming tile position of Roman tributaries. On the 
«Krt«iO%tl^p put forwanl a demand that all the Roman 

|»V)Op 5 Still in their Country should be withdrawn Cn,m 

m Z toL t .. >* 

fUlUfc Srvcrus <™ not prepunxl to accept 


FIRST EXFKDiTWN OF SEVEtttfS* 335 

these tcmii>i nr fc. wmetton the retreat «*r Tecmhuta. 
Itin immediate adversaries—the king* of QurhoBh!, 
.V-Liabene, and ifutra—were '>f smtdl jwefMitJt and he 
might expect lu defeat tluim without difficulty. Kven 
if the Pa itliian momutli esptttiKd the cause of Ins 
feudal, -rica, he was nut indisposed to cross -words 
with him the cx|*dftfcut» of Trajan and Awdius 
L tent done much to diminish the terror <if the 

Pjj Uiiaii name; and to ambit lows Romans the I'jt-st 
(irewinteci itself as the quarter in which, without any 
veriou> danger, the greatest glory- was to be won. 

Accordingly. the Emperor rejected the Mesopo¬ 
tamian proposals. and applied himndf to the ta>k of 
reducing their country to o .mpkte subjection. I'n>m 
tlue antral position of Nisibin, where he himself 
remained, he -cnl out Ids forces under his three bot 
cynimanik'is^LatcrnuJs CanUtdus, and 1 actus—in 
three directions, with tirder* «j cany fin: and sword 
through the entire region, und to re-establish every* 
where the Imperial authority. His commands were 
executed- Resistance was everywhere crushed ; the 
old atlmini arattem was restored; and NDtibi*, raised 
t;i the dignity of a Roman colony, once more became 
the metropolis of the country. Nor was Severer 
contented with the mere it stomtitm of the Rwruui 
jjowtr. He caused his troops to cress the Tigris 
into Adlabfani.. and though the inhabitants offered j* 
fituut resistance, succeeded hi overrunning the district 
and occupying it- Further aggressions ami further 
conquest-, would probably have followed, buL die 
altitude of Albinos in the Wert made it Imperative 
on Sevcrus to quit these distant lands and return to 


vaLoftASKft tv. Atm su nn s. 


Ills capital, whirl) was menaced cm the side of Gaul 
hy the commander of the Western legion*. The 
Emperor left Nisi hi?, and returned tv Koine early in 
the year a.I>. Igfi 

No sooner hud tie retired llvun the name* of war 
bund out more fiercely than before, Vokigaw. ■. roused 
fruiu his inaction by the tlirr.ucned h«» '1 a »comt 
province, poured hi* tnvip* into Adbb&it, drove u«t 
the Roman Ramsons, and, crowing the Tigris into 
Mesopotamia. swept the Romans from the whole of 
the o(»cn country. Even the cities submitted them- 
selves, excepting; only Vidbis, which was saved from 
tiplure by the courage and capacity of I etus. Ac¬ 
cording to SpurtiuniiH, the victorious fart hunts, not 
content with recovering Mettoftotrimm, even passed 
the Euphrates, and spread thru use Ives once more over 
the fertile plains of .Northern Si rin, jus they had done 
in the times of Faeoms and Lsibienu* Sevens 
tngayed in hta tic-uhtful corih^t with Albmm .[■ the 
wesiein side of the empire, cnuld do nothing to 
renew the pressure upon the tsisl, and the Syrian 
]jrcfr-cture continued open to the Parthian faith f.,r 
ihe space of nearly u full year. An cnli.-rpridng 
monarch might have done much during this interval; 
l>uL Volojrasei frittered away his opportunity, and at 
IcugUr the victory of Lynn* set Several free, and 
idloiverl him again to turn hi- attention to Oriental 
ulT:dr- In the summer of .lit 197 he made 11 second 
Eastern expedition for the purpose of mcm-erini; hts 
fan laurels, and of juntlfyin^ the titfca, wtikh lie had 
already .it&umed,-jf" Aminats * -un! “Adiiihcnicw." It 
id probable that in h\ rovt> mind he entertained still 
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Ifimi'j aspirations, and, like Trajan, had hopes nr 
reducing 111 r whole r.iitiiim Empire urirti r the Rmiimi 
yoke 

One of the nil»at important f.o{tihi to !je .<rmid b> 
att assaifiuit of Parthta from the west, wtl*. the friend' 
«hip, or at any nut the mnUiality, of the two kings 
'*f Aimetii.i ami OsrhmHi*; Armenia had professed 
itself ntutnl u lien the ijunrroi I'Ctwern Severtts and 
Nij'er firet hroke nut, but bad subsequently, in * mie 
way nr othiT, offended the former, a m] oil his arrival 
in the East, wha viewed as hint Hr tiv tb Roman 

tetign* rite li:-t ..' Sn,rm> wa- to tall 

with Kis lull force nil Aitncniii, and in (oulwivaur to 
reduce it It- subjection - but. before the fortune nf war 
liml been trial, the Armenian monarch, Vohn^ascs, 
stit! cif Siiniitffticcs', made ui'trtiiro |or peiitv, sent 
if ills ami lioMiaj’CH. assumed tin. attitude nf a suppliant, 
and so wrought u|*ui Sevrrus, that hr not merely 
Huisirutcd In mndmlc a treaty with him. hut even 
framed him :i a'i!;iin extension of his domiimuis. 
Hit Arab kin|* of Onrhoone, who is adlal, ,ls usual, 

Ab^am*., made a more complete and UEupiJiMcd sul> 
mission Re rode into the Roman camp at the brad 
cif a taqjc body uf archers, vboxr services he nffeml 
Uilhc fLmfieror, ami accompanied by n mi m her of his 
mih. 5 , wlmtii Sjjucrns was mpit-itnl to look upon .ts 
h*j*tagn* Atl bcEnt; prosperous thus far, Severn; W 
oiih ti> dtriLnnme by which line of rout it Jin : .!:r.,tild 
advance against tin 1'artllfimilum.irt li t .'.l,,, had taken 
•V hL " Ctfctiphf.il, niKi to make hi* pre¬ 

parations arcordiiiyly He fixed lft ( h L - line ol the 
t.uphnites, but m the same time ma«lccr| his intmtioti 

23 
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by semdiug a <trO0g Mv of troops under jjcner.il 1 '? 
acroM the Tigris* tu ravage AdlnJbimfe, arid ci cate an 
impression that the mam attack Would exune from 
that qua ft it Meanwhile, folk wing the example of 
Trajan, he was causing a fleet to k built in Upprt 
Mesopotamia. where timber was plentiful, and Was 
l*rc]Xiring Ui march hU main urmy down the IcA 
bank of the Euphrates while his transport?. Mhi 
with stores, desccntled the stream. In this way he 
readied the ncighbmrh-wid of fjckiieiu and Cte^tphun 
witlwmr suffering any l or even incurring -Tliv 
danger. and tnok the 1'artliiun* by smyrire, when, 
having captured tint cities of Babylon and -Sckuda, 
which were deserted by their defender*, 1m mode Ins 
sp|icnraiicc before the capital. His fleet, tthidi he 
could easily transfer from one rivet to the other by 
in cans of the grral canals that traversed ilic alluvium, 
would give him the complete com mam I of the Tigritf, 
and enable him to attack the city on either side, or 
indeed entirely to invest it. VolagBses apftears to 
have (ought a singk- battle bi defence of his capital, 
but, being defeated, shut Itim^lf up within its wall* 
The defence?-, however, were tui! Strong , sod, after a 
short siege, Severn* look the city, by assUttlt, without 
much difficulty, the king escaping with ;i few horse¬ 
men in itie confusion of the capture. Thus tlit 
Parthian capital lt-1) cisily—a third time within the 
sp:i«- of eighty-two year* — into the hands of a 
foreign invader. On the fir*t nceasirm it had opened 
its gates to the comptcror, and hud experienced 
gentle treatment at the I an ids of a benignant emperor. 
On Lhc second it hud suffered considerably, Now it 
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was t a learn what estrirtric severity meant at the hands 
ot a monarch whose character accorded with his name. 
The captured city was given up to ma.%»crc and 
pillage. The soldiers were allowed to plunder both 
the public nut! the private buildings at their pleasure. 
The prednui metals accumulated in tljr- royal treasury 
were -rcitctl, and the rich ornaments of the my at 
palace were taken from their places and carried olT. 
All the adult male population was slaughtered; while 
the women and children, tom from Uicir humr-H with¬ 
out compunction, were led into captivity by the 
Victorious army, to the mimberof a hundred thousand. 

Tims far I he expedition of Sevenm had been com¬ 
pletely micv-TuI He stood when: Trajan stood in 
A.I), i [6, master • if the whole low region between the 
Arabian desert and the Zagit* mountains, lord of 
■Mesopotamia, of Assyria, of Ribytoiiia. of the entire 
tract watered by the two great rivers from die Anne- 
titan highlands to the shams of the Persian Gulf 
What use would he make of his conquests ? Wmitrf 
hr. like Trajan, endeavour to retain them, or would 
he, like tile wiser Hadrian, relinquish them 1 lie 
endeavoured to lake m Intermediate course. Rctng- 
nising the hict, that to retain the more southern 
districts was impossible, and that the up rice eastern 
portions of the Parthian Empire were heynnd Ills 
reach, Fie neither pursued the flying VoJogascs Into 
the remote tracts in which he had taken refuge nor 
attempted to organise his southern cunrpiots into 
provinces, but resolved at ..jure in evacuate them. 
Notwithstanding tin: d a Watt preparations which 
he had made for hb invasion, and the can: which he 
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had tala :■ iri carry <upplit> vl-jiIi he ft>unr! liiin- 
*dl' H*UjUt the time that hi; captured Ctv*cphi>n, in 
wars, oT He had cxliau*kti the itmurme 

fcPiro oST^miii which Lower M^-r«j!- il;&mia t'nmnicifily 
Vumidwil; nr else the inhabitant* had destroy nl nr 
Hidden them, smd his Iroop* had, we aie tufd, to 
subsist Aw :t>mc days on roots, which produced a 
dangerous dy-entcry, fie wai obliged to nttreat 
Wnre famine overtook liim. MnrvppVtX a- tile march 
of Kb army akmg the crHir- “ * f the Kuphrate* had 
stripped ihiat rcgton of its supplier^ of rom and Fodder* 
he could new return n* he had come, but wb? com¬ 
pelled to con front die peril* of ;t new mute, TJte I me 
of the. Tigrt:* wjl!» the ctfily mute ojen ten him ami 

aHm;: thiu U-. advanced, <till upporied b> lih- fkdr. 
which whh tUfScvlty madt! it* way a^ilftst the 

current up the entire of the ^tneam is 4^ tint 
rtppecir that my oppositiim asm nflmd tn him , hit* 
after he had proceeded a moderate dLfituficc, he found 
himself in tile vicinity of Halm, the capital of a small 
tatc -iubjeet to Parthia, which hod fjiveu him *j*cfcU 
offence hy ksulmg active support tu tin- eaiuve of hb 
rival, T^tger f-lb troop* hint n -n ■ beamed *irJfiqcnt 
-upplii-, of fr-orl in an line^hair-sol cotmtiy, ami were 
ready for a fresh untcrpnLv, Severn* regarded lib 
honour as concerned in the chastisement uf a >tab/ 
u 1 3 ich, u i E 1 n hi t pro vocal i»>n. 1 uic E 11 i hired \ \ -e| |' h^ 
cm my He nw aihu have remembered i\mt Trajan 
had attacked Haim imsuccc^dUlly, and have turned to 
place himself above tlmr conquer* >r by toe capture of 
a tewp which had defied the utmost effort* of hk 

pretboGHor* At any rate, whetewr Eib motived it 
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certain that, when in the latitude of llatm. he 
diverged from hii previous Hjil- of march, mir) F pro¬ 
ceeding WL>tiv;m|, encamped under tliu wall* of Ifir 
dry which had given him such dire* oiitmee, and 
*stifeaged lit Its siege. fit- had brought with him a 
number of military engm..- —pmlwbly tho*e employed 
with iximptclcttuciresa at Ctisiph/iru ami. putting thorn 
in position made a fierce attack ujKMt the place. Bui 
the inhabitant ;■. n: nut daunted ; IUl avails of Mu' 
town were atruu^ its liefeiHkn* brave and, Hill of 
Oiteipiw. They coni rived ter nit nil fife ami tfcstroy 
the -ikgMnMchjii» brought against them, and rqiulsed 
uhh heavy Ions the attackm^ wpldienc The army, 
upon this* grew discontented, and threaten id mutiny ; 
Sewnia was obliged to punish with death —mi of hi* 
leading officer*. mtionp, them hU last general, Lastm 
This, however, only incrc^uxl the exM»j«eralkm . mil, 
tnimooth matters over, he hail to pretend that the 
execution of thi* officer hail taken place without his 
knowledges Even so the soldiers’ minds were ntit 
calmed down, iim! at last, in order t<i bring nbout a 
better state of feeling, lie had Lo discontinue the degc 
and remove his camp to a dhtanre. 

lie hail not, hmvevef* ataiukttied hh critcrprHe, 
AViw/cr minr-T mater orn among the principles 
that guidtetl tns aefiona, and it witf in die hope of 
returning aiul renewing die attack ert many weeks' 
uvre past. tfiaL he hail drawn oil Ills urtny In the 
tranquillity ami locality of tlic place whereto he had 
removed* he o instructed fresh engim,-. in increased 
number* collected vast siorc* of pmviainn*, and made 
every j ire; ki ration possible for 4 repetition (if bk attack 
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am.1 fur bringing it ti, n Mjco ^sful i-. -iii- I t was not 

merely tliat Iiis honour was B<i|>ccmeii in owTcoming 
tltc resistance dfilnal tti him by what hud always been 
mgurtkii a» nt* more than a second-rate umn-—bis 
cupidity was also excited by reports of the rich 
treasures th:i! were stored up in the city, and espe- 
eiiiiiy of tliose which tin: piety of Micivssive gntnth 
: ions hod acuinml.itviI irt the Temple of ihe Sun, I fc 
therefore, when his preparations wme complete, once 
mnre pat his troops in motion, end proceeded to 
renew the siege with a more efficient dege-train, and 
a better appointed army than before. But the inbabi- 
lunts met him with a determination equal to hi* 
" wn - They had a powerful cavalry which hung upon 
the skirts of h£s army md crippled hi movi iiiem* 
in every way, often hi dieting severe loss upon hi* 
hi lagers; they were excdlent archers, and shot 
further and with greater force than the Romans i 
they possessed military engines of their own, of no 
contemptible diameter; and they hud at thsir disposal 
o particular hind of fire, which did omisirlerable 
damage, and created yet greater alarm, flames 
1>.‘I i l- ved tu be in, xtinfpiKbable wen: hurled both 
agiiirv.i the Roman machinesami agoing their =<ilrIters 
with an effect that is said to have lieca remark 
A great iilimiter of the machines were burnt; and il 
the soldiers were more frightened than hurt, the 
advantage U> the tleihmicm wg* stilt almost us 
StiLI the Romani jxf^-vctei! The presence or the Km- 
»r, who watched the Combat from a lofty platform, 
encouraged every man to do Ins best . and ,.i [, rt gth 
it wi» announced that a practicable breach had krn 
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eflectcrl In the onti-r wsill of thv place* »nd the 
He re ready, iind indeed eager, to lie let! at olid; to the 
]i.^nlL But now Sevens hung back By Homan 
usage a town taken by storm must be given up to the 
scitiltery lor IndWrimtuate pillage; and thus, if the 
ioddkrt hat) their way* he would lose the jjrcat 
treasures on which hi- heart was set [Je therefon: 
refused tn gm: the uord, and re-^fved to wait a day, 
and %o whether the I tatrem would not now, seeing 
further resistance to be useless, surrender their town. 
The ih.-by was fatal. In the-night the Hutrciii rebuilt 
the wall where it hud bttan tutiered down, and man¬ 
ning the batthmsen l> 4 M■ --d boldly an thdf defence: 
Sevens, seetrtg that they hud no intenti on of sur¬ 
rendering* repented of his resolve of the (fay before, 
and commands! the soldiers to attack. But the legion¬ 
aries declined. They probably in -peeled the Emperor 1 *) 
msdivv. At any rate they were unwilling to imperil 
(heir fivc^ for au object which but yesterday they 
itii^-Jit have oifcstncd without inclining any i*cr\l at ai| + 
Screrus, nut to lose n chance, commanded his Asiatic 
anxitmries to see if they could not force an entrance 
but with 110 other result than Lbe slaughter of a vait 
number. At last he desisted fmm Ed* Attempt* The 
dimmer was far advanced ; the heat was Ifttettre 1 and 
discus had broken out among hh troops who suffered 
from drought, from malaria* and from a plaice of 
insects. A bow all* his army was LhnrriughTy demo¬ 
ralised, and could nut be depended on to carry out 
the orders given it Severn* him df told one of his 
officer a that he hud not dx hundred European troops 
cm whom he could place arc) reliance Thu second 
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" f Haifa by .SevxrU'i tasted twenty days, and 
terminated in an ignominious vvithUmu.il Severus 
returned tn Rome with a slur upon lib, military rep«- 
rniiirn which w.n iiuL n-gardcyl a* enn relied by nil 
I tts previous •mccL-^c-H 

iililf, an tint disaster w'nit ocaped- Hud Votogascs 
been an active and energetic prince, or had the spirit 
■itiri audacity of the Parthian nation liceu such as 
oner characterised it thy result might have been 

widely different The prolonged ostuloncc of Ham, 
the ■miterings of the Rremmis, their imt^sing diffi- 
cultii^ with fc-.p.Lt t „ provisions, the injurious eucrt 
of the hi miner heats upon their united finalised rati, 
i’itiitiniti'H, would h.ive presented irresistible (ciiijit.i- 
11 "i to a prince, or even a gcncn.l. of any Lu.lilm-*.- 
anii rapacity, inducing him to pursue- tin- retreating 
■jui-mv. to lung upon their Hanks ami ujwm their 
fear, to Fall on their straggler*, to cut ofT thrir 
supplies, to hams! and anno)' them in ten thousand 
'**/*> render their withdrawal to their own 
territory a matter of entrant difficulty. \ 
of the temper and raUbic , f the p-sii-rul opposed to 
tTra^us might not impnib.dily h:i\i mfiihiblcd the 
Imperial army, and the dieter of furrltr might 
Imvc repented itself at (he distance .if betuven two 
and three centuries. Bui Vologawa XV. waa a 
.fcgcncrate descendant of the great VrsaciiK and 
remained inert and apiiifccfcfc when the circumstances 
of the time tailed for the mo-4 vigorous action, 

A* it was, tile expedition of b’everus must be 
pmnoumssJ glorimi, for Rome and dis^trous fur 
l‘ arthiil ’* f° r tht thud time within a 
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century Liic- extreme weakness of the great Astatic 
power. It lost her such treasure a> had escaped 
Hie cupidity of AvWius Cftseiu?. It both exhausted 
Kiifl disgraced her. Moreover, it east her a second 
and most valuable province. Severus ivna not 
content with fully rc-&>i.ihti<ihmg tin Roman sway 
in Me overstepped the Tigris, ami 

firmly planted Roman authority in tlic rich and 
fertile region between that river and the Zitgi xts 
mount a irc«. Henceforth the title of 1 Adiabctiicus' 
became no empty boast AdiabeiR-, til the taict 
between the two Zab rivers the moit pr-[active 
and valuable jnrt of Hu- ancient Wyria— U'tumir. ,, 
R.nsimi dependuney tinder Severn^, and continued 
<o lx- Roman tilt after the destruction of the I’arlhiau 
Empire. Kor the remainder of the time during 
which I’nnhia maintained her independence, (be 
Roman standards were pi anted within less than two 
degrees .jf her capital. 

Vologitstst reigned for the space of about eleven 
years (A. tv ty/-*tVf) after his defeat hy Severn*. 
Partliian history h for this interval a blank Tin; 
decline of national feeling and of the military spirit 
went <m. no doubt without a pause, and the powtr 
nf Parthia mu»t continually have grown Je*,% and 
No pmtumfci'v iiro*e, n'tncv tlinr was probably 
nn uni* who coveted the- position of ruler Out a slate 
evidently nodding to its fall. Rome abstained ihun 
further attack, content, it would seem, with the gain- 
which she had made, and a brief calm heralded the 
s toiin in which Partlihut nationality w;i* u perish. 
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AfeTAIiAKtfS IV. A N D CARACAUU&—THE LV5T WAlt 
vein I UOHt;—J iEFEAT OF MACRIitttSfc 

Till; death of Votogase* tV. was Immediately 
fid lowed by » dispute between bf* two -on», Vblo. 

V and Artubanus IV.,. Jur the sut. cession Wc 
do noi know w Elicit was the elder; but it would ^ 
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that at fir.* the superiority in the slruf^b rented 
■vith \ ologaiits. who was recognised by the Romans 

“ ;,!l ' kin s vn - 3r -< an d must have then ruled 
thv capital, Q^phon. After^vards Arta- 

hmm licc iuhctl the prejMindcraTTce, mid from the 

> w t b ' -‘ f * fili<i 1,0 mnre mention of Vo!i,: iv .. 
by the classical writers It is ArtUwmi who 
negotiate* with GimcaJIus, u| w j s trcadjejounly 
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attacked by him, who content!* with Macrimnt, am! 
is ultimately defeated and flam by the rounder of 
the New Persian monarchy, Artaxerxes, Similarly, 
the Persian historians ignore Vuiogasw altogether, 
and represent the contest for empire, which once 
more carried Persia, to the front, as one between 
Ardesht'r and Arduvan, Still, the Parthian coins 
show that Vologa.*e», equally with his brother, both 
claimed and exercised sovereignty in Part hi a to the 
close of the kingdom. The probability would there¬ 
fore appear to lie that about a . r> , 316 a partition of 
the kingdom was amicably mode, and that while 
Artabanus reigned over the western provinces, the 
eastern were ceded to Votogascs, 

It was while the -ftniggle between the two brother* 
continued that the Emperor Severn* died, and tire 
period of tranquillity Inaugurated by him, on hi* 
return from the East in A.U. njS, came to an end. 

son and successor, Caracal Ins, a weak and vain 
prince, nourished an inordinate ambition, and was 
scarcely seated on the throne when tic let it he 
known that iti his mm judgment he was a second 
Alexander, arid that be was bent on imitating the 
marvellous exploits of that mighty hero. He 
adopted the Macedonian costume, formed hi* besi 
fr'“'ps into a ** Maced nut an phalanx," made the 
captain* of the phalanx lake the names of 
Alexander's beat generals, and canted statues to 
be made with ,i double bud, presenting the coimtc- 
nance of Alexander on one side and his own upon 
the other. As Alexander, he was bound to conquer 
she East; and, a* cmly a> his second year, he began 
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jV P^cterttiint**} aggressions, Summoning .\bgaru«s 

J£2f7 T*?' nf - irnnh^m 

I M-l^li.rart,, rnt( > hb pmacru*, he •*;«*! .,j^n hi* 
[ . committed hi m * 0 , ir jwn, dedamd Ilfs twrU 

tonoi fu rfdted anti minted Ctahteni into the 
Orm of a Roman province Soon aftcnvarils lie 

y i ij ! . Cni ['^ t J *'* ihq proceeding wiLb Armenia; 

J ; ^tlH-ilgh the Armenian It mg was weak enough 
^^ ;J |he ? p. t t 1 c 11 4 1B on (Ju: aim, and 

?M «* ' T V .. did I lie}' th ,1 

«wr kmg km amS | W i and imprisoned than d,cy 

n ? ^ l4l T l ! hdr cmjlltT > fo =* pOBilit>n of 
_ ‘ ■ 11 ‘Iwtftjadtres raufy to icsisl ail 

GttaeidJti* hesitated, and when, thus. 
>e.»r= aler t-U< 3tj , lit: sent Theocritus.otic of j,h 

towm* 6 *' mIt*' * hdr ,ubju ^ tffM1 ’ ^ him 
In ami*, and inflated a severe defeat nn the utterly 

'SST m f; enif - J 1 *" this dw 

m! h^T * * change in his 

muhod ,,1 JWgdte Etafe** t- put .way from 

. ^ l ’V l WilT ■ 1tld ^HWCSt. he pu^undld 

■ ... 4:^heme for the immanent padikallwM.f the 
, ' * ni the «taWisiInncitt of a reign of m,i vcr <d 

rSX7 tnti T q . ly - ” 3Vj,lg ttaa ^ S 

lo Amioeh - thc luxiirbm 
;21 f t ^ l k ° IUan ° rkntnl i^vince,. he sent orn- 
p ".? ' ' |J "^'' U ,,f magnified-:.- „. 

Ihc I arthian nv-narrh. Artabaaua, tffSSS 
uni a |lm ,,pa| „f „ „„ v ,.| Ml| un | lca „,^ f 4 ,,^ 

> S'S““ «*• -Hwd. in qn B ,ian. 

'"’ n,l r. "» ‘'“"ghicr ,.f ., or 

* TOP ' ' h “ “f “"-in-Ian in , par on 
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No oni? ciitili! fit; a suitable wife fur him wti<> w;ts not 
a princess He therefore waked the I’art hi an monarch 
for th*: h.md -if his daughter Rome ami Farthfa 
divided between them the sovereignty of the world ; 
united, ;ts they would be by this marriage, nu Jongc i 
recognising any boundary as «e|iara(ing them, they 
won hi cijttkutf a |-:nver which could not but ln- 
iip. -ivtibh' 1; wutild lie easy for them to reduce 
un-ter their -w.ry all the burbar-ms mo . on the skirt* 
of their empires, and tp hold them in subjection by 
a flexible sy,km cf administration and government 
The Roman infantry was the best in the world, ami 
irt steady hand-in-hand fighting must be allowed t■ ■ 
be unrivalled. The P.srlhians surpav-rd all nations 
in the number of thdr cavalry mid the excellence of 
their archui ■, If these advantages, instead rd being 
separated, were combined, awl rhe various elements 
<m winch success in war tlej tends were thus hr,night 
into harmonious union, there could be n>j difliLulty 
in establishing and nminlarnjilg a uni verbal monarchy, 
\\ ere that dune, the i'nnhi.m .pices qtttl rare stuff., 
a* also the U->man metal* and manufactures, would 
no longer need In be im|vtrkd icrrcrly and in mail 
-jtijinittirw by merduims, but, as the two coumrios 
wntih) form together but one out ion and one dak-, 
there would tie a free hikrchnttye among all the 
citizens of their various product,* and ersnmoditio' 
To Die Parthian king and hit advisers the propcatlfott 
was ay unwcln-mr ,n it was strange. The whole 
project .i[tjwafiT.l to litem monstrous, Artabnnus 
him self misdoubted the Kmperor's sincerity, and did 
not believe that ho would persevere in it but it 
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him '"■« a *W» ot Wire* Forfeit,. 
MuntK to reject the overture was to offend die 
fiiiwter of thirty-turn. legions, and to provoke a war 
l fie results of which might be ruinous. To accent it 
*" to iJefart from all Parthian tmditiofu., and to 
plunge rnto the unknown and Uni unconjecturabfe. 
Anahanus therefore temporised Without giving a 
p^sitne refusal, tie stated certain objections to the 
proposal, which made It. lie thought, inexpedient, 
and tagged to be excused from complying with it 
iiudi A union ah wro suggested could scarcely," he 
sahl, * prove a happy one. The wife and husband, 
differing m language, habit*, mid modes «| thought. 

T d ri,rt bur become estranged one from .mother 

There was no lack of patrician, ai Rome, poasming 
d ?6 h 1 tm With Whom the Emperor might wed as 
suitably iu the ParthUn kings dit! with the female 
iji iU,t own royal house It was not fit tlmt dLiter 
family ihOUW sully its blood \ >v mixture with * 
(brtigfi stack." 

U[*ro this answer reaching him, Caracal I us. accord- 

'"V* t !* C L<>urt hlflt,jr ' IlR . 1 ,i( ‘ Cassias, immediately 
ilci lnretl war, and invaded the Earthian territory with 

a Army. Herodian, however, who seems here 
to be more trust worthy, gives a different account 
-«sh.alfu*, he dedans, instead of <ptan«||% with 
Art alarms Tw his qualified refusal, rofiowed up his 

: ith * s r nd : ^ “""V* *■»** rich 
git s to Cteiphon, and -mured the Parthian monarch 

th’L. he Emperor w* **»» in hi, proposals, and 
had he most fifeidly miens, ms possibly Tlerctimnt 
Arlab.niu? yielded, either satisfied witli the wmrmr e* 
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given him, or else afraid tu give offnicc; he addressed 
I 'ur.ieullii- as hi., Tnliirc son-in'taw, amt invited him 
to come with Ail speed, stiff fetch home his bride. 
"And then," continues the historian, “when this was 
noised abroad, the i’arthians uwde ready Lt» give the 
Roman Emperor a fit reception, being trail sported 
with joy at the prospect of an eternal peace, Cara* 
callus thcrcu|wm erm-m! the rivers wi l limit hindrance 
and entered forth fa, just ns if it were lm own land. 
KvL-tywhflc along lit- route the pet pic peeted him 
with sacrifices, and dressing their altars with garlands, 
one red Upon them all manner of spices and incense, 
whereat he made pretence or being vastly pleased. 
As bis journey now approached is. ek~e, and he 
drew near to the Parthian Court. Artabniius, instead 
• if awaiting his arrival, went rail and met him in the 
spacious plain before the city, with intent to enter¬ 
tain his daughter's bridegroom and his own £on-in- 
Inw. Meanwhile, the whole multitude of the bar¬ 
barians. crowned with freshly gathered flowers, ami 
dud in garments embroidered irith gold and various!y 
dyed, weir keeping holiday, 11 nd dancing gracefully 

to the '■•.uiml of the Hutu, the pipe, and the drum_ 

an Amusement wherein they lake great delight after 
they have indulged freely in wine. Now. when all 
the people liad come together, they dismounted from 
their horses, hung Up their quiver* mid their Lous, 
and gave thfcnuwlvra wholly to libation* and revels 
The timeout c of barbarians was very great, and 
they Stood arranged in no suit of order, since they 
did not apprehend any Uangt-r. hut were all en 
devouring to catch a sight of the bridegroom. 
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Suddenly the Empcmr gtviai his rnwt the *lgrtul T.< 
fall on and massacre the? barb.inans. These, amazed 
at tht‘ attack, and finding themselves -Struck and 

wounded, forthwith took to flight. Arl.d,..•, was 

hurried away by his guards, and lifted rm a horse, 
whereby he e*caj»cii with .1 few fnljiiwerv The rest 
of the barbarians were cut tv. pieces, since they could 
not teach their horn??, which, when they dismounTcd, 
they had allowed to graze frosty over the plain : nor 
went they able to make use of their legs, since thet* 
were entangled in the Umg flowing garment* which 
descended to their heel*. Hinny, too, | 1!U ] n ,me 
w ithout guivet^ m bows, which were not wanted nt 
a ivcjdlng. Caracal Ins. when he had made a vast 
slaughter, and taken a multitude of prisoners and ;t 
rich booty, moved off without meeting with nny 
resistance. In his retreat hr allowed his add fins- to 
bom nil the cities and village, and tr> carry away a. 
plunder whatever they chr.se" 

The advance of Caracal bis had been through 
HabyIonia, probably along the course of the 
Euphrates; return was through AdiabOn^ and 
Mesopotamia. It* AJiabCitf Ik- still fuftfinr nut- 
raged and ofTntded the Part Ilians by violating ihr- 
sauclity of the my a! burial-place at Arhcln. where, as 
« rule, the Parthian king;-, were iniurrod, Art tela 
had been regarded from .if old as a City of the 
Dead ; and the Arsackkt had nimh* R thdr , binary 
place of sepulture Caracal) in roused rite torrd^ to 
he opened, the todies dragged forth fmm them, and 
the remains dispersed to the four winds, K>> brtult 
could lx i greater than this, and the act scents rather 
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of a mUdaUuj than of a merer ordinary tyrant 
We are reminded of Aristotle's observation' that 
i.imllics of brilliant talent. 11 go off afinr a time into 
dfaposJtJartA bordering upon madness," mid sec that 
that (it the Antofiinci was no exception. Caracailus 
can scarce!y have been in his senses to have mm- 
nu'Ued an action from which no postfbk g^nj CO uid 
arise, and fur which, as he might have anticipated, a 
Severe reckoning was afterwards to he exacted 
Meanwhile, however, he was pursuing his gny 
carter, no whit alamictUnd no whit a hashed. lie wrote 
to the Senate in the lightest possible tone, to declare* 
without giving any details, tliut the wfar.lt East was 
subject to him, and tlui there was not a kingdom in 
tlh.a- pntLs but luil submitted to his authority The 
Sen are-, though not imposed upon, wrote back io 
lUttrring terms ami granted him all the honours that 
would have been suitable to a Veritable comjUerror, 
bar his own part, I.h remained f n Meso|Mrtamia, p*L-.- 
itig the winter Lh--t^, and amusing himself with hunting 
and chariot-driving. There were still litina in the 
Mempotnmian region, as in Assyrian times, and 
the y oung Antoniue, though a poor soldier, seems to 
have been a bold hunter. lie had, apparently, 
persuaded himself that no external danger threatened 
him, and was content tr> idle away his time in the 
givisiy Mesopotamian plains, which now—fu early 
spring—must liuve been an earthly paradise- April 
was reached, and It wits high time lor ail active 
commander to have cum mi 13 ceil the marshalling and 
exercising of hi-, :rx>p5, or even the initiatory move* 
•netila of tire tb- o-ped campaign; but Carecallus coll¬ 
ar 
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tinited impassive, occupied in his Jinusmicutv, lib 
suspicions of his officers, .iml his consultations of 
augurs, mt^cbnn, and crudes «< 10 what fute was in 
store for him. He was on his wny to visit art or.iclc 
in the Temple of the M win-Got, I, bear Curtur, wiitu 
4 iimc of hi - inquiries having' leak til out, a rnunpiiacy 
was formed against him i.» the camp, and lie w:t* 
murdered by jwlms Marti alts, one of liis guard*, on 
April S, AJ>. 317- 

Iti the place of i '.i a new «ihjm lorJud to bi* 

spjmmttxL Tin eh dee of tin? --oldie ry fell u,|hmi Mi-.ri- 
mis. one of the 1'ne Lor hill Prefect*. lilt chid mover ill 
the n-tent con>piri;t-y His dtvalion almost exactly 
coincided with the advance oi Anahanns. " ho, having 
reunited and inetcuAed his army during; the counw «f 
the winter months and brought it inlo tutccllenl con¬ 
dition, had nt«v conducted it into Roman Mesopo* 
t ami a. and was anxious to engage the Romans in a 
pitched buttle, in order to exact fl heavy rctnhutnm 
fur the LtcachcruiK massacre of Ctesi|il)Oll and the 
wanton Impiety of Arlwhi. But Mnermu&wuj scarcely 
prepared to mitt him, Though l 3 i.iUori.iii I'lrfcd, 
he had UMinf.r I he instincts *rf a soldier, but win far 
n k kit* versed In civil affairs, and adapted to hold office 
in 'he civil ail mi nisi ration or in the judiciary. Ac* 
cording ly, no soniier did he hud himself menaced by 
the Parthian monarch than be Lustily sent um- 
li.,> sudor* to hi» onip with an offer to surrender all 
She prisoners carried niT In the laic campaign a? the 
price of peace. Bill Artahnnus hud higher aims, 
■'Ttic Roman Emperor, 1 ' lie said (it reply, "must nut 
only restore tile pt i.-utters unjustly captured hi a time 
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of Jieaer, but tutM also eem-ent to rebuild all the 
towns and castles vvhnli Oinu.diUb had bid in min*, 
miivt make ojiTi|»eiiuitii)t» for the wnnturi injury done 
lo the tombs of the kings, and must further code 
Mesopotamia to (lit Parthians, and retire behind the 
Ime of the UiijihraLe*,'? Jt was mom 11 } hnjrtfcvcihlL: 
fn[ -i Roman Ivraficror to am rent to such ifomiutrfo 
die-*- wiihuut first trying the fortune of war; and 
accordingly Macrimi.. felt himself o impelled, much 
against his will, to ri-ik a foiufe. He had with him 
a large army, which, if not exactly Unshed with 
victory, ha< l at any rate not konw n defeat ; amt he 
had, bed lies, tin: prestige of the Homan name, always 
a stuirce of confidence to those who boasted it, and of 
terror to their adversaries, 

Artahamis, on his part, had dnmj hi', best to moke 
his army foraiiikfcte. lie had cal led to! it from -ill 
quarters, had made* it strong in cavalry and .1 reliefs, 
ami lias! attached to it a novel force of ouistdcrable 
im[>ortance, omsistiitf. of a corps of picked soldiers, 
clad in complete? anttotir, ami carrying sfiear, 01 
lances of mi usual length, who were moan Led gn 
camels. The Romans had, besides the ordinary 
legionaries, in which their strength mainly consisted, 
4 forge number of light, an Led troops, and a powerful 
fo<dy of Muwtmiatl cavalry, The battle, which 
Listal three days, and was fought near Xtsihis, in 
Upper .Mesopotamia, began at daybreak oti Uic first 
day by a rapid advnno of the Partiiiun*, who, after 
saluting the riling s<m, ru*fod with luinl shoutv t;ith 
combat,and, under cover of a sleet of aituw v delivered 
chiirge alter charge, J he Romans, receiving their 
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"Wii tight-armed within tin, ranks of the k-gionaries, 
st.-xi firm, but suffered greatly from tint bows uf the 
horsc-archera and from % lance- t>r tin? ct.rpi 
nii'Lcitt.I oj» camels; and though. whenever tiucy 
could teach their enemy, and engage in close com I Kit. 
they li-id always the Advantage, yet after a while then 
|i.^l‘» from the cavalry nnd tbc eimcb forced them 
to retreat As they 1C tired they sinewed the ground 
vesth Sjliked hull-. ;ur caltrop- am! other ct nil ivitnee* 
for injuring the fret uf nrrimak, and this stratagem 
teas £»i hr 'tiiccioifiil that the piir-mvr:- 30011 round 
them stiver-. in difficulties, and the two armies re¬ 
spectively returned, without any decisive result, to 
their catujix 

On the following day there w,i- again a combat, 
which is said to have laded fn-m ntnming till night, 
and la have been equally indecisive with the pm. 
ceding 1 'Ur , but of this, which is wholly ignored by 
Din, IVC del pot possess any ik-scdpbua The third 
day arrived, and the fight Iras once more renewed ■ 
but this tune the I'arthmii* had tvostirvc to new 
HclLs. Hitherto it had been dick ,mn to rout Bill! 
di>|x-nt' thdr encmit's; now they rfitvvti-J all tJitir 
efforts towards suTrounditlg Lhem, ynd so capturing 
the entire force. I hot troops, which wen? far more 
mi uteri'us than those ..f ih- Roman*, qtread themselves 
to r^fht and left, threat cuing u, turn the Roman 
fbnks and envelop the whole army. Macrintw, to 
meet these tactics and baffle them, was forcerJ mon.' 
mid more to extend tun own tint-, and cnnscqitantly 
to attenuate it unduly, so thul at last it broke l)p . 
CenftiAion tince begun wa> .jieetlily increased by the 
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cowardice of the Roman Emperor, who was among 
the firnt to take to flight, and hurry back to life camp. 
As a matter of course hi* army followed Ms ex ample, 
and having u refuge clo^e at hand, uu fibred nu very 
severe Icn^ci The defeat, however, wa* ackfunv. 
lalged, even by the Romans themedvc* l end, in the 
m-got fat ions which followed the battle, Macrinus had 
to accept terms of peace* which, though less disgrace- 
ful i I iai l I hose at first proposed, tim-4 Lie regarded a* 
-iilTli ii-iifly iniermisv The *:c^fon of Mesupdnmia 
tvitv mu t indeed, m^tcii trn. hub Ixsidci restoring 
the captives a in I the booty carried off by Cara callus 
In hia raid. Macrinus had to pay, as cotBpci^atimi tor 

Ihe dinuigc* [nfllcted, fo-s a sum thou a million 
smd a half of our money* The imi^uiioii^ Rome 
with Shirt lii.i wen: thus brought loan end, after nearly 
three centuries of Struggle, by the Tgmmiiuioiit pur- 
chase of si peace* M acrinus retired within hr* nun 
frontier in the Mummer of A-t). 2tj t and before Rome 
was ag.ifn called upon to make war in these parts the 
sovereignty of the Parthian had term ini ted, 




XXII. 

HL'VOLT Ot nil. rpKiUAWS — tHVft' N IfAl.L Olr Tilt 
llSVNUAJi I Mi'ILK. 

Tlir. tendency rtf the I’nrtliRn Empire to disin¬ 
tegration lias been frequently rimed in these pages 
From the fir>1 there Wrb a want uf at tnehment among 
ks parts, and a looseness of organisation which boded 
III f.*r the prolonged existence or the Ix^ly politic. It 
tt'fiN not only that the i-acta composing it were w> 
rtirirtii ,, thrr character aiul condition* of the provinces 
so unlike, the ideas prevalent in different pam so 
diverse, IrtJl 1 lie entire system by which it was sought 
to give comp;ictnes* and unity to the dhj/vM 
w.»t *o rlcfn iciit in vigour and dTicacy, that a tong 
continuance of cohesion was limost impossible. 
“ Kingdom-Empire*," aa they have been called, arc 
always unstable: and. unless the dominant power 
[icK*fc*fci a very marked preponderance, they ate 
•utv H»tidt or later to break up In the wide spread 
empire built up by the A/^Hie the Parthian* could 
•Hit realty claim any very derided mlpcri wity over the 
trthc> principal component pans, either in physical or 
In mental characteristic* They were not braver titan 
the Males, the Hyremiians, iln Aum-iiian*, in the 
# 
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Persians; they were not more IttsIUgeitt limn the 
Babylonum^ the BocLrctn*, nr Hie Aiwyriam. Thai 
they had some qualities which brought them lo the 
iV’jiii, ciuniut, of course, be dented; but these were not 
-nidi aa to strike the mtads nf men very strongly, or 
to obtain universal and unqualified nccoguItJctn. Tiidr 
i nle was acquiesced in so Jong, mthcr lieniw tile 
Oriental appreciate* the advantages of settled and 
quiet ^ovanunent) than because the subject roc« re- 
gardwl them ashaving any special aptitude or capruhy 
fr.r governing. Each of the principal nations probably 
thought Itself quite as fit to bold the first pluce in Qve 
commonwealth a the Parthian*, and under tavmir- 
abte dreumstoneca each secondary monarch was quit-: 
read)- to assert and maintain his independence 

KevolU «f subject kingdoms or tribes were thus 
of frequent occurrence during the entire period of die 
Parthian monarchy; hut. a-* time went on. they 
jn'MHii- more frequent, more determined, and more 
difficult to subdue. It has been already related how, 
tu. early as the time of Volnga** ]., Hyfcania hmlc 
itfr from tlic empire, ami was probably not reduced 
subsequently. 1 Nactrm was also hum time to time 
.1 sort or separate appanage, conceded to a prince uf 
the Royal Hou-c.svh" .u-cepivd it in satisfaction of 
Jus claims to the chief authority. Armenia wins uiill 
more loosely attached to the empire; being entire often 
a ml fur longer periods reckoned! an independent stale 
than a sniveled one. At one time Babylonia is 
found almost Independent under Jlyulwm.* Hie 
sinyie tie of a nominal subjection to a dl-t.mt 

* tHfjira. p. 
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suztrani proved ji v«di bond when any sfnn'n tras 
put upon ft, and there ww *an$taut (bfl^gr of ibis ct 
ihat province detaching itself from the gnat mn,v-: of 
the empire, and entering upon n separate tKitience 
We arc thus end tied to -jay tli.it there iis> *oine- 
thing Jfte a general discontent i f the provinces with 
their condition under the centra! government, at any 
rate for the last ccntuiy and a half of Parthian mly, 
It i’i difficult, however, to nnstlyac the groumls of llii^ 
discontent, or to decide what dements in it had the 
greater weight, and which ws:re <>f miiw-r importance. 
An alien rule must always tie more or less irksome fn 
those vi iio have to submit to it, amt must more or less 
chafe and gall them, us they exceed or fall short in 
pride and sensibility. The faction will lie incre&wd 
or diminished by the diameter uf the nile.it- con* 
■sonance with justice, its regard for promises and 
engagements, its cart- lor its subjects, its clemency, 
Jte power and will to protect, its general fairness am! 
equity. It cannot he said that the Parthians fell 
flagrantly short in any of the-.: particulars, or deserve 
to be regarded as either Cm the one hand weak and 
cuel^si, c -r on Lite oilier harsh, unjust, and <fpprt*iivcc 
Thej* nr* doubt lonk the lion’s ^harc of pomp, power, 
iitui privilege ■ Imt be* ■ j nc| tfm advantage, which \s 
onc taken by all dominant peoples', it docs not appear 
that their subjects had any special grievances of which 
to complain. The IVthiaris were tolerant; they did 
not interfere with the religious prejudices of"their 
subjects, or attempt to enforce Uniformity of creed or 
worship I licit military system did trot press over* 
heavily on the subject races; nor is there any reason 
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to bdleve that the scale of their taxation wns ex- 
cesfiive, Slich tyranny as i» charged upon certain 
lhuthiau monnrehaU nut if a kind that would have 
been sensibly felt by the conquered nation*, since it 
was exercised on none who were not I’arthum®, If 
at any lime the rulers of the country failed to perform 
liie great duties of civil governmeot, it was rather in 
tin: mi)* of laxity llut they erred than of tension, 
rather hy loosening the boil'd* of authority than by 
ewer-tightening them 

Sn/nc tangible irriUnd for the genml ili-rmitcnt, 
beyond the* ignorant i mpatience * of a dominant men 
which is so usual, may perhaps be made out by careful 
cm t side rat ion, in two il« peels, hut fit two only. In 
the first place, there were times when the Parthian 
government very imperfectly acef^mphslice! its great 
duty of preserving internal order and trnnqafilfty, 
Thu history of AniJai mid Atriiui. which hits been 
dwelt upon at - ; oint length in a f inner chapter, 1 
bring* owl very itrmgly this defect in the Parthian 
guvemmentid system, and reveals a condition of 
things which, if it lulil been permanent, m«U have 
been intolerable. We can only suppose that the 
anarchical times, of which we have so melancholy a 
picture, .'.ere occasional and exceptional, the result of 
into rtal disorders, which ere tong cajju' tu a head, and 
then pasad away ; or we should have To imagine a 
government, which fulfil tod mane of the ftmetiom of a 
government. lasting for ccntiuies, and some of the 
most spirited nations on the earth submitting to it 
and seeking no better, 

' Chip. XIV. pp. si* sjft 
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The other fail 1 1 m; of the Parthian? heir■ e j£> tn the 
later period only of their history. It coOHfsted in the 
gdnorai decline of the vigour of the notion, which 
tendered ll let* competent, than it haul been previously, 
t<> inTnni adequate protection to the cmlipiered states 
— •especially protection against the wholly alien js-iwer, 
which had intruded itself into .Asia, and which <'-iighl 
In hrin^ nil Lhc nations of Asia under subjection. 
TI11; mucrointy of l’arttiin had been accepted by the 
other A-datic pinvors ai that of the one out of their 
number which was ntoat competent to make linad 
against European invaders and to secure the native 
races in continued independence of an influence which 
they recognised as antagonistic, and felt to be hateful. 
It may well have appeared nt this lime to the various 
vassal state-; that the Parthian vigour had become 
effete, that the qualities which had advanced the rat*, 
to the leadership of Western Avia were gone, and 
that unless some new power could he raided irp to act 
energetically against Rome, the West would obtain 
complete dominion over the Kast, and Asia in; 
abaurU d into Europe. Vague thoughts would an r 
as to which nation might be CdMtivd to he the fititii 
10 take the lead, if 1 ‘arthia had to be dep-irl ; ami 
the instinct of sdf-agETandi’semtmt would lead the 
more eminent to cm Hemp] ate the possibility of them* 
-elves aspiring to the position, if not even to lake 
meajHiis.s to push tbdr claims. Probably for some 
considerable Lime Wore the movement headed by 

Arta'cerxs's’, = ••: -f I-AH,, rommeneed, such ihrutghl.^ 
had Ireen familiar to the wiser men among many of 
the Asiatic nations, and .1 long preparation had thus 
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liccn made fur the revolution, which seemed to break 

out so suddenly hut. 

tfi again, wc ask, what peculiar grounds of (jncvance 
the i’cfsiaiw i. the other object races, or why 
did the burden of raising the standard of revolt fall 
especially upon them, we have a further difficulty in 
■ ilit.iiniti * an answer. There is tin appearance of the 
|>cnbm taring been in any way fueled out by the 
Parthian^ for o|»jnt^ 4 on, or having had any more 
t;rounds of complaint against them than any Other of 
the subject nations. The cnmjiUitiU which ate made 
arc negative rather than positive, ami amount to Uitle 
more than tfee following : — t. That high cfltcet, 
whether dvil Or military, were for the most part con¬ 
fined tothor e of I’arildim hltwd.ami not thrown open in 
any fair proportion tt> tin* Persian* J. 1 hat the pro ts 
of the Persian religion were not held in suffiefoat 
honour, bdng even Iras accounted <if tn ib«: Inti ■ than 
in |ht iirUcr times: and j That no advantage in 
, i!S y rf^pcct WAS allowed to the Persians over the res! 
ni " the conquered peoples, notwithstanding that they 
had for so many year* exercised supremacy over 
Western Asia, and given to the list of Asiatic worthies 
gmJi names as thrtsc of Cyrus am I Bnnus Hydaspis. 
H was thus not because they were worse treated than 
ihdr lusher subjects Lhat the Pcnimis » ere diwtis- 
ned but because their pretensions were higher. They 
thought themselves deserving of exceptional treat* 
mcntancUincc they did nfl* receive it, they murmured 
In fact, the Perkins had »Mn, time ever forg.-tteii 
thitt they had once been "lords of Ada. and it 
angered them Shat their cnnquetms seemed to have 
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I'nrg often it. They had ut all time* submitted to 
Parthian hegemony as it were wider protest; now 
they were no longer inclined u» submit to ft. Tiny 
bcltevtrd, and probably with justice, that, under the 
changed circumstances of the time. ihe> were better 
‘tided than the Parthian-, to direct the affairs of 
Western Asia, and they resolved nt any rate to make 
ihc attempt Their justification Is to he found in 
their sueceas. As Lite Partltiatis had no nglu lo their 
[)' .i;il inti Let such 4. ai*--c out (if Hit law of the 
-tjij-tifv, .■' n , wlirn itic rim f im<- fhjit tfuy !t;nl lost 
thii |ifr-e[nineties strpmVriry in strength having 
pa«cd t'> a nation hitherto counted among their 
subjects, ti was natural and right that the -< at of 
authority should shift u-fth the shift tit the hnlmicu of 
ft.iw cr, ;tmJ that the leadership of the iVrsiaiK should 
be once more recognised. 

i» one respect the Parthian rale must ato ny., have 
grated upon the fadings of thdr Persian subjects 
more than upon those of the generality, *Jnce there 
was in 11 Parthian.* an ingrained onrscncss ami 
• ■ivugciy which could not but be t?<jnjcintly dbiamcTuI 
to a people of such comparative refinement as Mr 
Permute. Persian an, Persian tmmriers, Ftrsfaii 
I item to re had a delicacy and a polish which the nwk- 
Parthian*, with theft Ttatr breeding, could not 
appreciate ; and the countrymen of Cyrus and Darius, 
of Firduti- 1 ! and Hafiz, mn,t have hail nn fnsirnetivc 
aversiun from the nomadic race whose tnatmers were 
vtiil deeply tinged with ScyiliicEsm. 

It may also be suspected, though of this there Is 
less evidence, that the revolution which trailsfcrre^l the 
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dominion of Western Asia from the I'nilitarts to the 
Persians, Iron] the Ai-sachUfc to the Sttuanldic, u m to 
extent -t religious one. The * Jitjok-Rdigion " 
of Zumeuer. with Rs rluali*m, it- complicated ajiirit- 
uaiisni, and its ciubutale ritual, was Uit-fuHeil For Hie 
rough times through width Western Asia hid to pass 
between the iuva-iem of Alexander aid I In- foundation 
t>r the Neu-T’crHL.iii state, and it appears to have been 
rmpersedo], except in I'ersiu Proper, by a ruder system, 
of which Hi',* principal dements were devotion to liic 
Sun and Moon ami the worship of anccRtraJ ImiLgci 
U:it the time was no- - . again coinr ivhen more uuiij- 
plicjtcd ideas went in the ascendant I he various 
huius of Gnosticism show how* mysticism once more 
asHTtesl itsdf ainont: the Western Asiatic*- in the iiral 
and sconul centuries of our era, and hew speculations 
were rife which rtep(wn«l all the deepest problems of 
spiritual religion. The stir had begun which IvhuovI 
ultimatdy in Manicheism, and the Persian aspirations 
after Iradershlp may have been pnrtiy caused by a 
desire to push lhdr rcHpion to the front, and 10 take 
advantage of the popdlnf Javour with which dtiaiisiic 
tenets men beginning to U It is crnbiin 

that among the principal changes continent upon 
the success of the Persians was a religions revolution 
in Western Asia—the substitution for Fan hi.in teller’ 
ance of all fait to- and worships, of a rigidly ciifoiccd 
uniformity in religion, the establishment of the Magi 
in power, and the bloody pei-ceutkiji of ail such as 
declined nliedicno’ to the precept-* r, t Z* 'ro.jhtvr. 

The space of about six or veven yrrtre to 

luivc separated the condition of pwe with Rome 
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rmm The outbreak of rebellion under ArtaXerxea. 
lisji iiijj iEus litiiL [in- diviMun of btU'.'Ofcji 

ArtabfiBiM V.and N V. continued without in¬ 

terruption, anii the power raf Pun but was still further 
weakened by Arsaeid Intrigues originotidg with 
branches of the royal family which were Shitted in 
Ikictria, No doubt Internal debility showed itself in 
various ways, and the tributary king of Persia, a young, 
active, and energetic print;', became dally mure con- 
vinCJid of his ability, if not to recover the empire of 
Cynts, at any rate to shake off the rude yoke which 
bait galled and chafed his miLiuii ftir ai many centuries. 
Jn depend cnee was probably all that he originally 
looked Tor; but, in course of time, as the -ttuggle 
tvenl on, wider views with respect to the possibilities 
of the situation opened themselves before him, and 
the contest became one for life or death between the 
two kingdoms. After establishing bis authority In 
Proper, he turned hi ■> .arsis eastward 
Cnrmahia f Kerin." u), uiui in a short ^pace of time 
o^inily reduced that njiareefy fii(r|t]ril and not very 
desirable country No next look in hand a inure 
daring enterprise. The valuable and fertile country 
of Merita adjoined Persia to the north. Artusvrxes 
proceeded to make war in thh quarter, and lo annex 
Lo his dunUtthm#pmfons ■ Ahe Median territory Hut 
thi. was l» attack die Parthian kingdom at its he.ut, 
dnee Media, Assyria ■ Adhbbmlj., and DuhyUmia 
formed the main strength and Hie central muss v f the 
Ivmpire, Art.ibnnus. who had thought but lightly of 
a Persian revolt,and h.i.l | mIs. ibly regarded irtcijnhons 
into L'amtama with absailule indifference, as concern ■ 
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ing hh brother rather than himself, v.as mow efTectu- 
a% roitSJid. Collecting b« force*. be took the field in 
person, invaded Perdu Proper, o»d engaged in a 
desperati: struggle with bis riw.il. Three gre.it battles 
are said to have ban foURhl brtS'«J«1 the contending 
p Qwer*- In the test, which took pfnee, according to 
the Persian iiutlinrilies, in the plain of Hormttr, 
b. tw! lit Befcahan uml Shuster, on the course of the 

Jemlr. rivet, Attain.* w-, after » desperate conflict 

completely defeated by his antagonist (A<D, and 

lust hts life in the battle. 

The struggle, however, was not yet over, Art a- 
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v^df, the eldest son of Artnbamiv n.iimd the uwm. 
and -supported by a large nanilwr nf adhenmte- 
l iii unde, ChovDi^, who had received the throne "i 
Armenia tima Ariabamn, espoused his cause, gw the 
Parthian refugc«:m asylum in his- kingdom, and even 
fought a hartte with ArUKSMU* 1 n their dth-nct In 
thte he War. so for victorious that the Persian fountl 
it necessary to retreat, mill retire to his own dominions 
in order to augment Hs fore's. litit the struggle .s as 
too unequal for Imig cofltinilMiCa Within » very few 
years of its commencement the o ntu- i was everywhere 

nittcd ; the arm- nf Artaxerxc- prevailed, and the 
Parthian Empire ivss overthrow ri. All die provinces 
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submitted : the last A r«nid pritu-; lYII i»l«> the hands 
yf Uic Per dan king, And the fij under of the hirsv 
dynasty nought to give legitimacy to life rule by raking 
tt> wife >iii Arsarid princess, 

[ he duration of ihc Parthian monarchy was jffftile 
nhort of five centuries. It commenced about he. 2 JO, 
anti it terminated in Ad). 22 ?. it was the rule >>f a 
vlgomtL'i tribe of Tuiur or Turkic extraction over a 
mixed population, chiefly of Semitic or Arixm race, 
■uul, fir the most part, more advanced in cJviifeali'ui) 
tiun their ruler* Though its organisation is a- kw, 
it was not ill -Adapted for Orion Life, who prefer a flexible 
system tu one Wheic everything is "cut and dry."and 
uns to all lh.it is Miff and bin s'iiucmtic 

Western Asia nmi! lie considered to have enjoyed 
a time of comparative rest under die Parthian 
sovereignty, and to have been as prospimiL* as at 
iihnort any oilier period of h* history. The savage 
hordes of Northern Asi i and Europe iv -r*.-, in the 
iTtiliil, kept off; and. 1 hough the aims cl fvnae from 
time io time ravaged t tie more western provinces, anil 
even occasionally penetrated to the capital, yet this 
state of things was exceptional: Aw the imv-t pari 
European aggression Was averted, or ijuic-kly irpubcd ; 
vs-ry few coiit|ui!Ms were made, and when they were 
mio! l\ (hey were nut always retained ; ami to the last 
the limits of the Parthian dominion remained altruist 
the same as they had been undo the first MitJuridato. 
Slill, then: was no doubt a gradual internal decay, 
whlclt worked Itself out especially in two directions. 
The Arsaciil race, with which the idea of the empire 
was ctn$d> bound op, instead of dinging together In 
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that do-.- u uitfrm M which cmiMrtulcs true “ strength," 
allowed itself to lb« turn tn [isi r^a bjr ds' to 

waste its farce in qitwitls ? and lo be made a hiLmllc 
of by every foreign Invader or rlnmGstfc rebel hu 
chose to use its name in cmlej b* cloak hh on n -ddfhh 
(irtjccte. The race itself doe* not trail tr> have become 
Rousted. Its chic&* the successive occupants of the 
throne, never sank into mere wx^klings or frtiitohwtf, 
never slmr themselves up in their seraglios, or ceased 
to take an active anil U .1 ling path alike in Civil bioils 
mid in struggles with farfcigu prliiLi- Artabtmus the 
adversary of Aftaxenco, was a<* brave and capable ■ 
monarch as hull ever -at up*m the Parthian throne in 
previous age* Hufe the hold which the race hud on 
the population, native and foreign, was gradually 
weakened by the feud* which raged within It, by tile 
[vrofiufai with which die sacmrl blond was thed by 
tltOM: In v | , . ■ vein- i: ran, ami the difficulty ■ « 
knowing which living member of it wa* it- true head, 
and so entitled to the allegiance! of all those who 
wished lo be faithful Parthian subjects. Further; tiit 
vigour of the Faith inn urjli fiery must liavc gradually 
declined, and thdr stipe rhifity over the mas-, nf the 
natumfl under thdr dominion must have dimiidrihcd 
Marked evidence was given of thb when, about \.p 
75 + [lyrmniu became independent; and it k possible 
that there tnay have bee 11 c>ttier c 1 sefi 1 ?f pu> c*: m fuJ 
rebellions in the remoter extern region* Orbital 
races;, when they arc mtshjily lifted to power, dmoiit 
alw'-iya decline- in strength, and sometime* with 
extreme rapidity, The Parthian; cannot be md to 
have experienced a mpid ftetmorntfon - but they too* 

23 
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[Jkr llir dominant nc & of Western Asia, b&th Vu'focc 
and afler them. ' :St In collide or time the softcninR 
infhicncn of luxury, anil bud l»i yield their jiUce 
tu vho^e whn hu<l maintained mat diet ant] hardier 
habits. 
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TilE Parthians/' acerdiitg to one writer of high 
rqinte, " have (eft no material tenets of their exis¬ 
tence, * W hen the AcKtmcnian Persians were 
vt ruck flown by A lexandcf, " the old rut.-," he adiys, 
"disappeared from the Mesopotamian worth" it 
would be strange indeed if so broad a. statement 
crmlrl In; justified, when made of any time r,r of any 
distinguished pcopk-. Roughly and comely, no 
lloilhi ■ 11 «tiWh .1 certain curious and important 
fiLt-the fact, namely, tli.it the Parthian* were, in no 
full nr pregnant of the terms, either builders or 
pMiici. n in nny rrf the fine atbs. Uut it i# an over- 
rtatcmimt, a vety considerable cx;iggr: ration. The 
position belt! by the Parthian* hi uumitutsties .ihonld, 
;ilone hate ban vuflltieut tn save (hem fm;n the 

undeserved rapmadi, since numismatists hire long 
luwl under their notice many hundred types of coins 
IiMu.il front Parthian mints during the five centuries 

nf their sovereignty, and have assigned to several of 
them a fair amount of merit Careful mrpdry ^hows 
89 might have been expected, that in other branches’ 

* 5cx rtitUMn *’ I tin (try isf AiditUMOK/ 1 u-L U, p. AVm 
St* 
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of art also* anti eqiccmlly in archiU-mn.% Parthia 
nude uftbrts and produced results mi wholly des¬ 
picable. 

The remains at Hatra, or El Had hr, arc The most 
imposing which can reasonably be assigned to the 
Parthian jjcrfotl Ilatra first crimes into notice in the 
early part or the [ml century before Christ* and h 
then 4 pl&cc of no small iuij finance h successfully 
fC3\^ Trajan in a j% n6 h and S-x>nj in A Jr |;j$. 
ft ls !hf:n described us a large ami ] opinions city* 
(fcfcndcd hy strong und extensive walls, and chumm¬ 
ing Within it a famous Tern pie of the Sun* cerebrated 
for the great value of Its accumulated offerings The 
ptppft arc regarded o_v of ilie Arabian ^ttflCasid 
they have their own kings, who arc tributary monarch* 
under Parthfa* By e her year AM* j6j ( Haim has 
gone to ruin?, and li is then ih scribed sa * long since 
deserted®* 1 It plays no |«ut at alt in S&ssauian 
history, ami clearly has for iLh most flourishing 
period Bic lost century, or century md t quartet uf 
the l 1 irihiart ndc T from AJr too to \.y. 22fs, 

The nun* of El I ladbr have bcuii carefully descrilwd 
by two English travellers, Mr Ross and Mr. Ains- 
worth, whose accounts will be found in the ninth 
and eleventh volumes uf the " r Geographical .Sncii ty^ 
Journal/" They have also attracted the attention uf 
a profusionai critic. Mr, Janu^ Fergu^oii* who Is.v^ 
girtin a 4efccii|ition of them, with one or two W^xT 
CUbt In hi* N Ilhrttiry of Architecture ' 1 The foliofling 
ao.ount t- -tespecially on the two former—the \m)y 
ongiiiul—authorities 

1 AttiiAifltni'-' .U -i—fiUinr., i 
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The my of liram ivrs drcutuJr in shape, .uni nearly 
mi English mile in Hi.iim-tfct; It was uttcJoscd by :i wall, 
1l-J] feel hi Ihkkm^.^ built of I:lc _• ^(lurc-eut Mimes, 
ami itrtmj^licncd at inLm.it* of about a hundred *i*d 
wvMy yiifd-% by iqunrc lemur- or bastion*. Its dr- 
cinnAmicc vni?iikmlily exceeded thret milc^ Out- 
dek the bastitticd wall w-v* a broad and deep ditch. 


and m the further *hie of the ditch Ah ear then 
mmp-Wt of u.4dnrai>k M:j iim] tUdfiioA, T he 

w,i!1 -A" j/-:r:-*il by four of which I he 

prhttfpd faced tket^b TimmIc! si li ed fta 1 # B ituaSed 
An rmiu^Firr 1 '.. r. minartded the appiisiche* tr - 
one of them lying thirds the Ctei and .__ 
toward* the north. 




miurtm* at al hamm, maima. j?s 


Within the waller] imclonnc ?hi! circular *puce W 4 . 
divided into iwn pare* by a waUr-t iui^c, which 
erased it front nurth to wn»h, jumvly midway in 
the circle, but m inn.vJtill more? tmturd* lIni autOD 
portion. The city [n riper Uy west of Ite water- 
CdM& Here were tin! public cdilh - r and the 
limuiri of the iii .i* Ojrntim! inhabitant*- The Jjfcice 
toward* the ea*t r-i. mod dlfdtjT a itccftipali*, 
though a crrtatrt number nf bu ding ■ iwn iiitcfnjjemd 
ainuii'^ lh& grave*. .AJmnt in ilm ccrnlre <4 the drc!c 
stood 3 wniJetl rnc!o?mc T nearly Mjii.ire in plant and 
fnintblg the cardinal pomK, luiviq^ <i length of about 
eight hundred fiM ffOOl wrest io caul; with a width of 
about seven hundred Strong haittOfHL mmStar in 
character to Utmeof the uuiei drdfe, JF-uilttacl the trait 
pit intcrvali ahing ib entire course The apace within 
W44 again an I hi killed by a wall ruiiidoi; nurth ami 
south into 4ii <Hitrr *rtd an itrUCfrcmilS. I he outer; 
which lay toward* tb- cam, and h ** i.nhut the Ivgisr 
of fbl two, was wholly unencumbered by building 
while the inner contain-il Iwi contirlrraldc cdtfrci 
One of these, and the Jc*| imfK>rtant of the two* 
iimdnrd from north to poulfi aanii the entire 
ntclotiur^ him! abutted uputt the wall tthicb divided 
tte two C4Xirt5- It confu^ri! hi phiu, and renin 
to haw conjt&tml only of a number of unail ejiifecb 
m*ttt\ which haw hern conjectured to have been 
^gwtf^nTomiv* Th= *'thm buildi ng was howcm, 

mK of enmirknilde prrt jn inn , and it pi fnotU this 
mainly tha: we nuut f-i«n o«r ^rwrpl^ ii *f F.w- 
Ihun anrWtocisrrc 

The great Palace, ur “ Fahrcc-Tcmg.de " <if fiatra, a* 
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Jt tian been calk !, wat an edifice three hundred and 
i.Ti!;.- Jeti long b> two hundred and left feet broad in 
the bn kIiH part. It consisted cl ,■ ^crie- .,f M V en 
obfnrg vaulted hoik, placed Jide by -idc U.n»i- 
tuihnally, with a Certain t,uiuUr of .mailer ajiart- 
"iruy.. imd one large budding ,if the hack The 
halbt were of various dimensions. Tito spatter ones. 



*“* nr T n* rauwnutnna w nuu 

O' which them were W fKm I,. 11IV., and VI. 
< n t hr pinn*. measured idwiil ixty feet h?H” by 
t .veNty w„lc, and had .1 height nf thivtv fcrL Two 
° f thr ' h rK<x one- a *nd V ( ,rt thr plan 

. . . .'** “ lossith, and wwc from thi.ty- 

fr.r Jo forty feet bruad, uiil, , height of wxtv feet 
One C\r> Ml ot, Uir pktd, with „ width «f forty- 























Xl-ltJUfft'S AT Ah ITAbff*. 0ft ttATRA. )77 

five, hinf ii length flf tint m iit tt above •cvcmty feet. 
Variety in the siw of the lialli wa* tbm wffllly 
-tudieJ. vMle the shapd wa- almo.J identic!, and 
Ihf jdan «jf enn-lructWH the ttaitiL- throughout. " All 
(K* hliJU vmv iw»fcd by scmidreutnr ttnmcbvaultr, 
wllbtml iib' «r other wmuoctiw; *nd they were all 
entirely open m from, all the light and air being 
|mittel fxt.iTi the one mid" ‘ The outer ami party 
waH-t were alike thick i the doursay* euamoSa^ 
apartment.-; were uwkwardly tiamnv, and their 

position in the walls which they pierced wu* Invent 
.,ntl un-vmmetrical. The Wtt# irfwrtmctus behind 
the hall* rweived no light, except from these narrow 
.Unrwrtys, aud roust hare been almost absolutely 

itark . > + m 

Tiir large bulMing hlUclu-1 to the mm of ball# 
at Die twek lay directly Iwhirul lire second ball, from 
which there was an opening *mo h. 1 h" building 
consisted of * single chamber. «|Uai* in shape, and 
measuring about forty test cad. way. roro-undel on 
all side# by m vaulted passage, fnlo whfcb hght 
penetrated freiu two windows, situated at it* south' 
xvot and north *at angles, and bom a doorway in 
the middle id the western w rit The chamber, how 
evtT irhkh the (winagr lUiTOitfKlwI* ™X ^ 

entered from the cast, where, directly £*,**110 to 

ltie communication with 1UH Wft «, w». doonrof 
•urmnUtied by a oiajjnlBtrnt biore Abt>vc -• row 
uf acanthus leaves delicately carver!, wo* placed an 
twiuimeutaUbd of Invoked grwJirWsoo which fnlhiweii 
a line cf oval ring!* f curti containing an oval UjU m I lie 

- ivtr*»«ss “iltewr ' A ■ -s-jI H P 
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lorenge*. Fttially. csn the pilaster*, Jnuneilmtaly 
below the earnin', were sculptured either tun or 
Hue* hut nun head-, thtt length of each head being 
a bruit two feet, and the faces representing vanou* 
types of humanity. some old and some young, some 



mAiTEt At hatrj.. wrrH cxmrt in ash Cirrrju* 

male urn! Minw female, some apparently tcuIkHc, some 
idealised and mute or ki< groteaijiic in their .itcumpant- 
menu The drawing of the head* h said to bo full 
of spirit and their general effect lifelike and striking. 
No. VII hud a peculiar ornamentation. In H vu ,>f 








nvttmxas at al hajhih, or hatra. 3S1 

pH;liters ond cumices l!ir livo -:iEc v,alls appear to 
have been decorated with two imv?. of eight hnnuin- 
headed bulls standing out from (be wait as far ait their 
shoulders at 4 distance from the ground of about Leu 
feet Similar figures of lions are (bund occasionally 
in I'hcetiia'a, but otherwise the nr [lamentation is very 
unusual. 

It is believed by Mr Ferguason and others, that 



nornm* et',TD».insw w rm hats* autttUNO. 


the entire edifice, or at any rate the greater portion of 
it, field originally an upper story. At present liter 
ruins nowhere attain a height much exceeding sixty 
feet; but it is thought that this height was, originally, 
a! least doubled, either a irigk story, or two stories, 
containing apartments, being super imposed upon the 
c.vifiiiij:; range of limited halls. One exploiter* 
thought that he found some remains of the staircase, 
which conducted to thrse upper apartment, at the 
southern extremity of the building. If we accept 

* Ml 1 RWr 
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centre. Immediately over thh was a line or emblematic 
figures—griffin*, eagles, human and animal head*, and 
die like—as will be best understood by the accompany" 
mg representation, which is taken from a drawing by 
Mr Ross Crowning the whole wns a cornice projecting 
-lightly. and covered willi a sort ofarabestjue or scroll- 
work Among the emblematic head* b one, which 
so manifestly represents the Sun-Got), that the build¬ 
ing has been generally recognised ns n temple to that 
deity, Mr. Fergiteiton, however, thinks that it ** more 
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probably contained a atair or inclined jitaikc, leading 
to the roof or up per rooim, which alm&a certainly 
existed over the smaller halls at 1 en&t*" 1 

The chief ornamentation, however, of the Sham 
N Ki lace-Temple was on its. eastern fsu :uU\ which 
ursa evidently iu main Front Berv the Mwun con- 
«ctitlvti arches of the bamnent Holey, which *& .ill 
that niTW exists, formed in themselves no mean ndom- 
raent, arid this was heightened in several ways by 
artistic additions* hi the first place, the arches 

hi^iRiMi't ki HltiiJTj *1 AicIil tire!arc/" Y*i. si. p„ jp|. 
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sprang from pillars, or rather pilasters, having bases 
and capitals of some elegance, the number of such 
pilasters along the entire front amounting It* sixteen* 
Secondly, the stones composing the .lnchivdls cifthe 
.-urhes bore a human head, or maik, under a comice 
of ovals and acanthus leaver which gave a very 
peculiar character to the edifice, and lias- m> exact 
parallel elsewhere "The only thing known at all 
similar, 1 * says Mr, Fergusson, 11 is the celebrated arch 
.at Voltcrra with three masks; but here these arc- 
in finitely more numerous over all the arches, and 
form in fact the principal features of the decora* 
tions,"' Further, in the spaces Sic- 
tween the pilasters were, in some 
cases, sculptures representing erobla* 
matte figures, as griffins, and the tike. 

Internally, the halls had. for the 
most part, (to ornamentation. The 
four smaller ones were absolutely *r s«ei»- 

dcuttid of St, while even the larger 
ones had only a scanty amount. The longer sides of 
the halls II. and V. were broken by three 'Kiuaretl 
pilasters, rising to the commencement of the vaulting, 
And terminated by a quasi-enpitd of ornamental work, 
consisting of a sent* of alternate oval - and hwengts, 
each Oral containing in it- 1 ccrttri: a Lull of dark 
LTndL-roeatli these quasi-capitals at the distance of 
between two and three feel, ran a cornice, which 
erntsed Hie pii^tens. and estvrt-fr d the whole length 
of the apartment, sometime* omatnattted with flowers 
and half-ovals, sometimes with alternate ovals and 

1 f-a£uucsi + i ■■ lUitucy of AiclaiiiKtifrer *&!■ n- | k 4-3 






2 PAHTtlUS ART* &ELIUlOS t A Si* CI^MS. 


the view g f this tr i ^ :3 L r, we may suppose, with 
atjciUicr explorer, 1 tltulthe cattft eaMcm fa fade of the 
edifice pnwnt«d Kime such appearance a* shown «i 
page jSi* And conclude that the type of ardiilecture, 
wh \ch is entirely different from any previously known 
in the country, either under the Assyrians, the Baby¬ 
lon nil tf^ , i the Ach . t m c n i. i n Pc Mans, was an i nven - 
i loci of the Parthian period. though whether struck 
ml by the Panhian* themsdvcv, or by ntie of slic 
tantirvn-i subjected to I heir sway, may l>e doublet! The 
type Appears to t* the germ out of whkrh lhe Sits- 
Tinian architecture, wcl! known for its magnificence, 
grew up r and ituiy be said to have held possession uf 
Me^wiUmni ami the adj/ici ul countries fram about 
o_ll ico to AJk 040, when it was superseded by the 
Hrdutcctnrc of the Arabi. 

Thcgeiteral style of the buildings at Hatrn fu- b^n 
said to have bcerr “ Roman or UyEttUinc, 1 * ami the 
detail are declared to be in many cases * 1 almost literal 
Imitation^ qf Roman nKutcU,* 11 This may well bt\ 
since Rome was, at the time or their crecilun, 
tmiversdly recognised a* standing at the head of 
civilian nil and the arts, so that the builders of olher 
nation naturally went in her for infraction, but lhe 
plan of the 11iitra building i* certainly not Roman ; 
and ft is allowed that ihc execution of the ornaments ts 
Ihj ms dir to admit nf the idea, that: the work was done 

under the superintendence of a Roman artist. Native 
talent done can have been employed*; and there h 
every r^a>on for conrfidrHng that we may regard the 

' Mr Annum ft. 
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work as ii filar specimen of what w.ts achieved by the 
native builders of the Parthian period during the latter 
tunes of the empire. The palace of Vologaaes III. 
at Ctesiphen, w hich Avtdius Cassius destroyed III hid 
invasion, 1 was probably of the same general character, 
a combi nation of lofty halb, suitable for ceremonies 
and audiences, with small and dark sleeping or living 
rooms, opening out of them, the whole placed in the 
middle of paved court-, with ready access to a chapel 
or temple, where the devotion# or the L’ouit might be 
performed. 

It must he added that the halts ami rooms of the 
Harm edifice are divided into two groups. Halts !., 
If., and til., with the apartments in their rear, arc 
inter*connected, and form rmc group. ] bills IV , V. t 
VI., and VIt, form the other, A hiw fence,storting 
from the wall separating between It alb lit. and IV,, 
was carried in a straight line, eastward, nerms the 
court in front of the building, to the wall separating 
the inner court from the outer. Thus there could be 
no uoiiniiunrc itinii between the two groups of apart, 
incut - eptlng by making along circuit, round almost 
the entire edifice. It is thought that the two groups 
former!, respectively, the mstk and the female apart¬ 
ments, 

Some architectural fragments; discovered by Hr. 
Tiiflin at W.irlra (tile .nicintil Kiccli ), in combi nation 
with a I urge number of Parthian coin#, and therefore 
pwseflsing a claim in be regarded as I'artliim,, -trin 
to deserve mention in this place. They consisted 
of fragment of ror nines, capitals, bases of columns, 
* jW, ,(16, 
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frictti, fmr'iQr.ota iT o[h.I!-ck:iti work, with compli¬ 
cated »cnmarie tk-igns of iliuVrcnt palU-ms <m the 
npjXrtiit: sides, large fake? of pointed plaster, anrl the 
like. Most of the cnpitils Ttx mblcd tin -e pf the 
Greek Ionic order, but presented peculiarities in the 
proportions of the volutes and oilier tncmbeuL Some, 
hoivcver, were of an altogether peculiar type. One in 
particular, which, though square: »l the summit, mint 
have crowned n round column, Is especially remarkable 
“ A large and elegant leaf rise"- from the necking, and 
bends nude: each torncr of the abacus. Springing 



*«M'iiiTErrn«Ai iivaii!M< at vuk*. 


from behind a smaller curled leaf in the centre in the 
busi of a human figure, wearing the same prepostcr- 
midhoid-dresf. .vliidi is characteristic of the \ Parthian) 
-Upper Coffins, ntul the i’artldati cuius .’* 1 Other 
capitals had crowned s(|uure pi Hart, ami were urttn* 
men ted with ovals, m n e I hnlf-ovott, rosettes, leaves 
resembling those of the oak, circles containing geome¬ 
trical tracery, and the like. One large fragment of a 
o 'Hike bore, among other devices, a spirited crouch¬ 
ing griffin, which reminded the discoverer of the 

1 Luftii. H QuMix anil Su.; L-mn,£i d 
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similar fi^uresT * cuff* u red on the Temple fHeit At 
! laical Some nf the {ricjtuft had ti *h onufon ou- 
of xt!iLriin(i- ^ Jne-leave* ami bunchy of giape^ 
The build injj, within which these fragment* were 
I- ' r.-'f P a rectangular chamber fnr:y fcrl long; 
by twenty-eight feet wide, the mud walls pf which, 
tit ill standing to the height of four feet, had laeti 
OAereil on gin ally with painted piaster of various 
hucfs and further Jidnnml with mail tmk half 
enhunn*. The oIumiiv* UmI ha1f-im<-Hli and half- 
fluled -hafta, The fower portion ■ i rach was smooth,, 
amt had been atifpod diagonally with bands of red* 
grortii, yel1ow t and lifjiek ; 1 be upper portion teas 
fiutod, ihu times being l^diib d Murk, «*!< and yellow 
alternately, while the Utwt ridge* between them were 
painted while. Underneath the flf nr of the chamber* 
at the depth of six feet, waa discovered a M slipper- 
coffin ‘ h of the type so com mot i at Wirk.i, bearing cm- 
rd figured im iu up[h:r siiifuer: if a type generally 
regarded &s E T mtktan. The builtlm;; would thus «?etu 
to fiavc been a sepulchral chamber creeled wyra a 
trnnb, Itidt ns ta found a* fmpictitly in Phitmicia and 

The decorative anil fictile art of ihc Pfifthrarts h;is 
also received eorthidernlphi illnsfiiUjuEi bum Uic ie- 
m-tifip d i ivOvc i i d at \V.irk«u TJvi ■* Included Mii-ml 
statuettes muddled in terra s Ain ; a vast number of 
9li|ijK!f-c .ffiris; many jar*, jugs, vases, anti lamps fn 
«afthcTtWHra; some smalt glass buttle; and various 
personal ornaments, such as arm I ki*, bungles, beads for 
necklaces and fillets, fiiiger^rliigs, eai -rings aud tue- 

* OMR|iisnr lliiUTt r- 3r^" 
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rfngn, Of the statuettes) the most interesting is one 
repnewnliHjTa l'arthian ivarriur, recuwbin.iimt leaning 
1I[WT1 his left arm. wealing >( f.>at-< f-fn.itI ,r padded 
tunit: teaching to the hncts, gfMvrs. ami a helmet orna¬ 
mented in fnotiL Others- represented females: these 
hfHl lufty head-dresses, which somedimes rose into 
twrr peaks or horns, recalling ibe oj lume ur English 
ladies in the time of Henry JV These figure* were 
veiled, anil carefully draped als-uf she upp-r r p^fl «if 



the person, but showed the face, and had tin? lefts hare 
from the knee downwards, 

The jar-;, jugs, vases, and Tamp in cajfhonVArc 
Riuatly resembled those of the Assyrian and Babyln- 
niaii jiciiotb, but were or* the whole more elegant and 
artistic, "1 lie influence of fifeck models is apparent 
in them. One jug, the central one of the engraving, 
is of “ extremely artistic form*' and was placed in 
® fccesSt within arm r . length of a coffin, probably for 


* J-' ‘ L'lml^e-a 4fiil .Smyom^ p- atj. 
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the refreshment of the deceased. The hunp^ repro¬ 
duce well-known Greek lypei 
The ^tlippcp^flfHns 1 ' found at Warka p*w« a 
peculiar interest* They nr. of a very bcniilJful tpficn 
ware, and vary in length from three feet to six 
Great sMU in pottety must have been required! for 
their bahstnietfon. The upper surface presents at one 
did a targe oval 4]^ure,i^;means of which the body 
was passed into the interior-—an ^(Wftoe which is 
furnished with a depressed Inlge for the reccpibn of 
a lisfr which exactly fitted it, and wfirs firmly fixed in 
its ptftec by n layer of lime cement, At tjw fewer ex- 
t reunify was u semicircular link,, to prevent lhe hurst* 
Ing <-f the cnflirt by the gas^ dkengaged during 
dceumjxt'rithtt, ikk li the Ik) udiMi elemU the large 
aperture, and the reitiidmkr of the upjMer surface of 
the coffin, were ordinarily divided ky devased ridges 
Into small iwmugular compartment^ each containing 
an embossed figure of a mart, standing with his arm* 
akimbo and hk kgs astride, with a sword hang¬ 
ing frevra hii licit, and on his Jidkd an enormous 
coiffure of n very ciiricm? appearance. 

Hie personal ornaments were in many cases of 
tasteful and elegant design, Tall painted heath 
dual’s, hi thin gold arc said to have been not imcum- 
tnofip and one or two broad ribbons or tMn gold not 
unfrcqwntly occurred In the tombs, depending nw 
either sfeJc of the bead, Gold and stiver fingtr-ringn 
abounded* and hat! strings set in them. Bead- 

necklaces were found, together with armlets, bangles, 
and toe-rings of silver, brass, and copper. Many of 
the caterings were exceedingly clcgam, anti small 
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gold pinte*, which seem to Iwlfe been xtmng together 
for necklaces or fillets, ivrre very ttelfcately msxlcllcdL 

The bottle were perhaps lachrymatories 

They ch -sdy resemble glass-work of the Assyrian 
and tfcibyIonian periods, &ttd exhibit the same iridic 
cent hue* ivtikb we Lhc traiili ufdoiv dccorn[>ositiait- 
The commonest >hape L$ a rounded belly K surmounted 
by n short* round neck, having a *maJI handle on 
either 3 ide of it, but fhtfeticd *o that t3ar_- %in.ilter 
diameter of the bottle h Ilm than one-third of the 
greater orac* 

Tii [jLively iisthutitL art—art* that is, into which the 
idea of the useful doc* nut enter at oU — the Parthians 
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appear to have been very deficient, ileyonil the 
statue lies, Ei> clay and icms-cntta, which have been 
already dc^Lribedp 1 no figures h in the round " can be 
JiiqilKtl b' ill trill Xc;r arc there m ■ r ■ ■ I tain ihiue or 
h.juf reliefs which have much claim to be pronounced 
r.u thinn- Ontj atone h umJi&jju table- At tin: foot of 
the groat n*cki«f IfchibtUtl, which exhibit a a I E he height 
of many feet above the plain the long inscription, and 
remarkable sculpture-, of Darius, the son of Hystaspcs, 
is a much- worn sculpture In //r ;yf h which is 

proved by the inscription accompany in g it to belong to 

' Sk |j, ^ 
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the secern! reign of Gotaracs ia.». 46-51 \ and which 
was almost certainly* set. up by that monarch after his 
defeat f»f the pretender, Mehcnlulci,* It *eeim to 
have rantaifted a saits of ull figures, looking lowufds 
the right, and apparently engaged in a march or pro¬ 
cession, while above and between them were smaller 
figures of men on horseback, armed with krtets, and 
galloping in the same direction. (Joe of Uwsc was 
attended by » Nike, nr figure of Victory, floating hi 
the air, and about tn place a diadem around the rider'' 
brow. The present condition of the sculpture is ex¬ 
ceedingly bad. Turn, 1 and atmospheric influences have 
almost completely worn away the huger figures, which 
the lati.'t travellers appear not even to have perceived : 
and a recent governor of Kirmainhah ha* bar baron, dy 
inserted into the middle of line relief urn arched nidi* 
in which he has placed a wholly worthier Arabic 
inscription. Under these circumstances, there is a 
difficulty in forming any opinirm on the original 
artistic merit of the ut l. ! but the best judges ate 
agreed in pronouncing that, even at its best, it must 
have been a it ork of inferior quality. ffclUtig consider¬ 
ably Ijcltjw the level attained by the Assyrian am! even 
lire AdbmmCtiian artiste The resemblance i* rather 
to the productions of Hie Sassitnlaii. or New- Persian, 
period The hum-in figures Ii.ive .ihc.ivinr - mid dunid- 
new about them which it is pain fill to contemplate ; the 
In rsc- arc rudely outlined, and arc too -imnh h : rh 
men who ride them ; the figure of Victory is nur of all 
proportion to that of the hero whom she crowns, 
and the diadem which she places upon his head it 

" |i Aj 
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ridiculously large, being almost OH big as herself f On 
the other baud, there is spirit in the aiblade both uf 
men and limit*; the Victory (hats well in mid-air, 
mid the relief is free from :1ie coarse grotra pi etnas 
which is so offensive in the^rrealer jxirt -it the Sassd- 
tiian sculptures. 

Another relief, belonging probably to a later 
period, after (lie Parthian s bad adopted a Semitic 
instead os' the (jreek character, liar- tlte Sa^sanian 
defer is still more accentuated. Ti represents a king 
mounted on horseback, and receiving a chaplet at the 
hands of u subject. The king wears ri low cap bound 
nmnd with the diadem, the two long ends of which 
depend over his should L-r lie is dressed in a closely 
fitting tunic ami h*’Sc trousers, mid wears also -i. short 
cloak, fastened under his chin, and reaching nearly to 
the knee. On hi? right arm he «im. to carry-a 
bracelet; and hia feet are encased in boots, 't hr 
hitr« which he bestrides is small but strongly made ; 
th'.- toil is long; ihe cars seem to be cropped, and the 
main: plaited. The whole lepre-ciiLalioti is Bide and 
clumsy, the forepart of I he horse, and the Puttlriun 
who nlTcrs the chaplet, being particularly ill drawn 
The relief Is accompanied by an inscription in the 
Parthian (Semitic) character. 

A series of reliefs, disco vexed hy the Baron de Bode 
in the I laivlity.n i uujunU'mn in tlte year i tkt i. « also 
gi: iter ally regarded by rim-c bat acquainted with 
the subject os Parthian, hi one of thi.-c a hunter, 
mounted on horseback, md armed ivitli a liow and 
arrows and a sword, nr short sjiejir, is engaged in 
combat with a bear. Tile bear raises itself on its 
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hi nil legs to a level with the hcifSc'a head, ami 
advances ro the attach. The tinnier, who U 

clothed >Tmp 1 y in a long firming robe r Jlfcc a drc**ui(j- 
gown* and a rounded cap. leans forward on his horse 
to meet the angry animal and tiLmsts his sword or 
5 p 7 tu i ‘| whichever bt% into lu neck. The Iicji^; 

dmw* n.> alarm, but amble** gently to the encounter 
The cxcaitinEi 1*1 somewhnt rude,, but thn figure are 
fairly well drawn, if we except ih« head of the >sjt *■ 
Another relief on the same rock sliou'^ a fcimik 
figure icdiitliig on n conch, and guarded by three 
male cllcndant'r. <uie at the head of the couch. 
mmum | t and the rcrnaftimsi two at Its fool, seated, 
and armed with rpcar** The female hah pnftbdoiit 
hair, and carries In her right hand- which in out- 
stu ii hcd, a diujiki or wreath. One of the spearmen 
ha$ a curious rayed Iteiul-drasa ; Hie oilier lim a short 
itrejiner attached \*> the head uf )m s|x:*ic Below 
the main group are three rudely carvel gtandihg 
figures, which represent proljabty other attending. 
The third relief of the series is like hugest anil mo.sL 
vklnjiate. It 'huu--i to a jwi^mugc <-*f bnjHirtancc 
perhatn a Magus, ciigpiged in what seems ro bo u 
religion* ceremonial, standing with hi$ right arm 
elevated by the ride uf u dppus actormnj wiih 
wreaths or chapter rind mounted up™ n ihrcufbld 
pntarial Fifteen spec tn bra lire present. arranged in 
twu mw». one above the f»tUer»aml nit <if thcnvrxapi 
the first in eadi row. landing* The first in e u h row 
sits upon a rudely designed chair or atpol- A 
religious fund Tart is probably represented We cats 
scarcely fail to recognise in the principal figuie t who 
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wears a conical cap, lias hi* hair puffed Mt b» 
enormous masses 0(1 either side of the head, like the 
kings upon (tie latCT coin*, anti » altogether richly 
costumed, a priest of the Parthian religion, probably 
a tffL.it hierarch, engaged In one of the duties of his 
tifficc. Perfwiw we may best regard the set of reliefs 
as forming a connected «".■*, N.a 1. re|renting the 
Parthian monarch occupied in the chaw of the bear; 
Xu ! I, the iiuecti awaiting hi* return on her couch in 
tlie mid ! of her attendants ; and No. ill. exhibiting 
the chief Magus attached tu the Court making prayer 
for the mr*tiiirc 3 i^ safety- 

Altogether, the Pnrthiaiis cannot he Mill to have 
J limi'M more than a very moderate degree of arttsifc 
ur aesthetic talent Their architecture is lb dr best 
point ; and even that falls tar below the archilecture 
0 f the: Hitint-r dominant race- of IV vitern Asia, whether 
bcivrt or after Harm. whether A-Syrians. HahyhirtiMis, 
Aduemenian Persian'-, Sa- aniait Persians, Mongols, 
or Arabs. Thrfr glyptic art is CVCtl Worse, and, con- 
sidering that they had nee ess, not only to A ssyrian 
and Adiumculan, but also, in some degree, to Grade 
imdtf* mils: tie regard*! ** poking a very low 
amount of merit. A certain number of thdr emus arc 
foiriy good, and one or tw o of their relief^ though rude 
am,! clumsy, leave spirit bet, speaking generally, to 
must adroit that the vocation of the people was n«.t 
towards the artistic, prnl that they were probably wdb 
advised to employ their energies io other directions 
The scant remains of their art arc an indication that 
llv.y recognised their own dxfi dene its. anil, cowscimis 
lhai it wai notin their power to excel in the tcstUeiic 
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fietil, preferred to nccnpy themselves in pursuit* for 
which they were imiter fined!, as war, hunting, uid 
government. 

Not much can be said oji th uibjc-ct of the 
I'artbiiut rdfgiuit. It seeim probable tlmt, under 
tile .'ichfetncniin Persian!., they submitted t.-i the 
Zoma^triun system, a.- inaintaincd by the prince* of 
the house of Cyras from Xerxia downward:. ; but. an. 
this was certainly out their own aiu.« <tr<il njIJyt’nn, 
I hey etumot bis iuppnv. it to have been at .my time 
very realms followers of the Hmlrran prophet. As 
*£ c sue, ceded a;;.-, they naturally became more lube- 
wnmi in thetr feelings, mid more lux in their religious 
observance, The main characteristic—the eaciicc, if 
we may so call it—rtf (lie Zoic-isiriun belief, wa* 
Una!ism—rccuouitluti of Two Great Principles of 
goul and evil, called res pee lively OrtnimJ and Ahri- 
man. Wl- need not doubt tli.it, with their lips, the 
Parthian* from first to last admitted thin antagonism, 
and |)Rifi‘; i (ij a b;:lief tti Urmii/t! a-, the supreme g..J, 
ami a dread of Ahrintaii and his minister-. Hu), jimc- 
Ideally, their j .-lip iour aspirw'i.Hv; rtd, not mi thoe 
dim abstractions, but on Ifring* whose existence liny 
could better (valf-c, and wliom (hey could fed lo l>c 
Ibs reroute fmm themselves. 'T heaLtu.il devotions .if 
the Fail [nans were tendered to the Sun and Sb-oii, to 
deities which were supposed to y reside over the ttoyal 
liou>i' p and to aneeHtr.il |ct«h, which each family 
IKcisCsvtvl, and conveyed with it fmm place to place 
with every change of habitation, Tim Sun was 
sauted nt his rising;, wus worshipped in temples, 
probably under the \riui name of Mithra, with 
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■sacrifice.-* .111(1 *iiirrin«T 5 ; h.ul statues erected in his 
honour, and was usually nscudaUrd with the lesser 
luminary . 1 The ddtfca of the Royal House were 
probably either genii, ministers of Or maid, (ike the 
baipilta vtihiya of lhe Persians, or else the ancestor* 
.,f Uie njgning monarch. to whom a qualified divinity 
■sLciii'i I" have Inrun assigiiL-tl in Uif later time? ol the 
empire. The Parthian king) usually «w "it by these 
deities on solemn occasion*, and other members or the 
royal family made use of the same oath. The main 
Worship, however, of the great mass of the people, 
(■veil when they were of I be royal stock, was con* 
cciilnitrrl upon ancestral iniay?*, which had a place 
sacred to them in cadi houne, and received the 
cotta rant adoration of the H. .iwhold. 

In die early times of the empire the Maid were 
hdd in high repute and most of the peculiar tenet- 
mid rite:* of the Marian religion were professed and 
foil.met! by the ftnihleri*. Kkmciital worship was 
pr ii'tfsed Fire was held hoc ted, atul there was an 
esjKicisd reverence for rivets. Ufiui Uidits were riot 
burned, but were exposed to be devoured by bird* 
mill beast:' of [Itcy. inter which the dry bones, were 
ttdlciki! and placed in tombs. The Magi formed a 
Iftrjjr |m 1 lion uf lliv greal naUutul council* which 
eke led,, and, if need were, n!t , |Jo*«l the biniiw Id 

coarse of time, much laxity wa* introduced ITk? 

Ar-acid iiu.i Li arch s of Armenia allowed the Snemt 
File of Onii.i/d- which ought to have bean kept 
cuiitimi.iHy burning, to go out : and we can scarcely 
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suppose but that tfic t J ;irtbi.in Ar.*ieii|;e were cijimllv 
negligent, ketigmus respect for thd dtrntnl ur fire 
30 entirety pusxl <nv&y, tint w_- hear uf the hter 
Parilikiw burning lln.iV desuL* The Mugi fell into 
dbrepuie, and, if not expelled from their place in the 
national council,at any rate found ihemscktsdi‘=piscd 
aitf! deprived «f influence J The later Parthian 
religion can have been little more than a worship 
Of the Sun and Muon, together w ith a cult of the 
umpitm, or sacrr'.J image*. which were the most 
precious possessions of each household 

I fie matin err- anil cAi'-tonifi of I In- Parlhiuns may be 
tno»t cr.iivcnicntly considered under the two heads of 
their customs in wnr line I In ;>cai:c. At they were 
essentially a warlike people, the chief Irtbifcitl must 
attach lo tbdr military etuKums, ami to lliese will 
tit ere fore be assigned the fore tin t place It apj*rar3 
tllilt, like tile KUfojMiiltt mnnurdis of the feuds] limes, 
they did not regard it as necessary to maintain any 
standing army. When hostilities threatened, and 
wnr seemed Ltkdy to break out, the king made his 
immediate vassal* acquainted with the fart, in id 
demanded from cadi of them a contingent :\ certain 
rendervMjs was Domed, am! all were required to meet 
together on a on, tin .Jay, The troops llm, stmununeJ 
were of two It mils, luiive and foreign. Tin guvuniuf:. 
id tin: provinces, whether tributary kings or sutrypi. 
cnllwi out the military strength of their respective 
district:, saw to their arming and provisioning, and. 
marching each at the head of his contingent, brought 
i foreign auxiliary force tu the assistance of their 

■ i l(ii>luu, IT. ja. * AjjjlIkUf, it. Jt& 
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suzerain. But Ih'* hncklnjtic of the arm), the 

g>ir:mu mi which alcmi. . h reliance -:, a - plac'd. 

consisted of Part hi* ns. Ewb Parthian noble tvna 
bound to call out his slaves and his returners, to arm 
atu! equip them at Ida own expense, and bring llicm 
to the general rondvuvuuH by the tinier find upon. 
The number of In-Mpr. I) fought irU<- the field by each 
noble varied according to hi* posiftoo «mt bis means ; 
we hear in one instance of their amounting to ten 
thousand/ white in mu iher recorded case* the average 
number which each of llicm provided did rmt exceed 
1 25. The various eontiitgeMs had their mi 11 baggage 
trains, consisting ordinarily t»r cant''K in Lbe proper- 
1 ion (ns it would seem; of one to every ten fighting 
men. * 

The Parthian armies, like most others, oat stated 
u-u;div of bulb horse and foot, but in proportions 
which uOTC not common dscwhere. The foot 
soldiers were com|Mrativ^v' few su number, and 
were but Vert' little esteemer! Every effort, on the 
contrary, was m.tdt to increase the minder and 
Improve the equipment of the horsemm who bore thu 
brunt uf every conflict, and from whose exertions 
aliitur victory was expected Sometimes armies con- 

i.-d uf horsemen only, or rather of horsemen 
fi-llowed by a baggage train composed of cainefa and 
chariots [ but this only hapjwinnl Under special 
circumstances. 

I lit: horse ms of IWO Uad^ heavy and light The 
heavy hursemen (mnlfp<uTiiil wore cnati of mail 
reaching to the knee, composed of raw bide covered 
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with p Liles or stales of iron ft r steel, very bright, 
nnd cpipsiLiic of nesting rt strong blow. They had' 
their head* protected by bumidicd helmets of Mar* 
■jtajj iled, whose gUtlcr d-nuded the spec tutor, A 
Ajtcdmcit fts the Ilriti^li MuMiiin, figured by Professor 
{iardtier, will Iks! convey the shape. They do not 
tii have ordinarily n orn gre-iiVM, btit bad Hldr 
leg* encased m a loose Irouscr, which hung about the 
'LnklcEi and ctsdnurnssed the feel, If by any dm nee the 
ll'T'urmn was induced or forced to demount They 
iimied in> huge «r shield. being liufiklaiiiy dcfriuteU 
liy lheir <. M> h mat! Their chief nftVii'uyv arms 
were :i ri|KMr tc&inTiwk which WUS o| great strength 
nnd thickness, and a bow and arrows of unusual 
dbn eiini yjiifr. They MkeuiSt! carried ill Llieir gfnlte A 
shori m\ ■ ■ i■• I i?r knife which vbj» Intruded 

to be UJLid ill ch^c rorubriL Their tinr^ta were, like 
tllCTnsdvcs, protected by a ileknre of ^ali^armnur, 
which ufl3 cither of =ifed or of btttfizc, polished like 
dre armour of ihe men. 

The tight liorge appears to have \*ccn armed with 
the same sort of bows and arrows as Uic heavy 
cavalry; but carried tit ipcsir, and was not mcDmherttt 
with armour, h uu> carefully trained to the deft 
mnnrtgem ent of the In-use anti bow* and was nnrjqirallcd 
in the rapidity and dexterity of its movements The 
,iL'i.her tlefivcfcd his arrows irilhas much precMun and 
fure-_- In retreat In advance, and was almost more 
feared when he retired limit when he dmrgcd his foe 
Ikiide^ lii-i be hv and arrows, the light hractrum 
seems to have carried a svmnd, and he no doubt wore 
abu the aishwnaiy knife in his belt ; but it was as an 
archer that he was chiefly formidable; 
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During tire Inter |»erir*l of the tn..nmc1i>% tire 
fiirlhimts, who hurt always employed cane ’ ' largely 
in the conveyance of store* mid b^g* l ll L "* im nii l !*■ 
have introduced a camd corps Into the army itself, 
*mrl {?' have derived ennsikterjtbte advantage from the 
new arm. The came!- could tiewr the weight of the 
moiled ritk-ra and of their own arootir better than 
horses ; and their ririrrs ere at once tesv ui - *’ible 
In their elevated position. and mere impahli of dealing 
effective blow a upon the enemy. A~ b M:t-off, how¬ 
ever, a gain* t tln-.e odvanUg' v tine *p :-ngy l'X'l of the 
camel were round In tie m-vr r .idlly injured by the 
tnbuhu or nhmp than the harder iVi.l "l lit. 
and the corps wag thus more easily disabled thou 
an equal force of cavalry, if it cmiUI lie tempted nr 
flitted to pa-s* met ground on which these obstacles 
hsd previously been scattered, 

We dn not Inar ->f any n«; of chariot-* by 1 the 
I’arthtan^except for 'In; conveyance of tire feniidrs 
ivlio commonly accompanied the nobles on their 
warlike expeditions. The wives and tOBCllWns of 

the chiefs folk wed I hr camp in great .. and 

women of a loss reputable class—singers, dancers, and 
musician* —swelled (he rink? of the -iipnmiiineMiid*. 
Many of these were 0reeks (torn Sdcucia, Nice, 
phnrium, and other Macedonian settlements, The 
commissariat and baggage departments arc said to 
have been badly <irgn.ni'svtf,* but ionic thousand-; of 
baggage camels always aecfunpaninl an army f< r thr 
conveyance of store 1 - and provision*. l >f tlu -'- a 
Considerable portion were laden with airmvs, of which 
■ JUtsi Ci''i=n» ll. ty. 
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the supply wn in thr> way rendered practically 
titL-xhuLiitifelc. The employment of the elephant in 
war whs even more rare In Parthia Ulan that of 
the chariot. I’.irtlnnu coini (.'ccitiiunally exhibit the 
creature *; >o that it was certainly known to the 
hut its actual employment in wWrfin; 
mentioned on «»c occasion only, 1 * and then \ve hear 
of only a single animal, which is ridden by the 
monarch- As both the Si'J: Held princes and the 
Sa-ssaniiliL* made large use of the deplume in their 
campaign*, its cm ire n. gleet by the Porthians is 
somewhat leirarknble. Piubably the unwieldy 
creatum was regarded by them as too heavy and 
Clumsy to suit the light and rapid movements of 
their armies, and was tUcrdbfo nliii-»st wholly dU«S«d 
dur ing tlih peered Of their \iijimmiicy* 

1 lie f'artlii.m tactics appe >r to have been of n 
simple land, amt i« have differed but Jittfe from 
thnr,e of other nations in life same region which have 
depended mainly on their cavalry. To mu round 
their (be. to caCaliglc him ;m ! involve him m diffi - 
cultits, to cut of his supplies and his ilraygler*, 

and ultimately to briny him into a podtlwi Thw* 
lie might be overwhelmed by missiles, was the aim 
■ if all I'niim.m commanders of miy military ability. 
Their warfare was tinted for defence rather Hum fa r 
attack, unless against t on Lem pi idle enemies They 
were particularly inefficient in sieges, and avoided 
engaging m them as f.ir m [Hisstble; but when dr- 
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v minium ei nuuk ii TU.<e!- 4 »y, tlw;y did not shrink 
from undertaking the unoopgeflj.ii . ipur.it mo, Long 
wars were very distasteful to them : arul. if they did 
not find victory tolerably citsy they were apt to retire 
aud allow their fot to v-cape, oi jo baiUn him h\ 
withdrawing thdr forte* into 4 dbianf mid foaw^iible 
region. Alter their early vktnrici over Grasses 4 rtt) 
Antony, they never succeeded in preventing the 
steady advaiice of a Roman force into their territory* 
or in republic a lieitnrmpnJ attack upon thdr 
principal capital. Still they generally had their 
revenue after a litilir time It waj €$$y (or the 
Romans to owmm Mesojiniani].^ hot it was not 
so easy for them to hold if: and ic scarcely 
possible for them 10 retire hum it after an occupation 
without incurring dieter The clouds of l^uthkn 
hone hung upon thdr rot rolling column a, straitened 
them for provbimin, galled them with missile*. and 
destroyed thu$c who could not keep up with the 
mail btkly. 1 he towns, 11 pern ihe line of their tetrtat. 
revolted tuid ? 4 njt Uurir gates, defy ing even suth com* 
maiideji H' Severn- ami Trajan, Of lltt *ix gteal 
c&ipcditiuns of Romo rtgnirut! Piarthfo* $pe only, thut 
nf Avid ins Crosiua* wi- alto^lhtr In 

every other caae either the fin In re of the eispedhion 

was complete, or the glory of the advance wai 
tarnished by an fibrin g and calamity during the 
retieat Other enemies they tunally repulsed whit but 
little difficulty. 

When the Parthian* entered Into kittle h was wish 
much noise and limiting. They made no use of 
trumpets or horn?, but employed irt thdr place the 
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kettledrum, which rc^HimlisI from all pariv of the 
field when they made- their onset Tltdr attack wni— 
fur the most |nirt—furious The inniled horsemen 
chirked it speed, mid f we arc told) often drove 
their through the bodies of two enemies at 

a blow, The light horse, and the foot when any 
were present), delivered their arrows with (irectsiuti, 
arid with extraoulinary force. But if the aj^ailants 
were met with a stout and firm resistance, the first 
vigour of the attack was rarely long maintained. The 
Parthian warrior# very quickly grew weary of an 
equal amtest. .md.if they could not forte their < nemy 
to give way, Mvn changed Hie if tactics. Pretending 
(Killin', beating a hasty retreat, am! scattering in their 
flight, they endeavoured to induce their foe to pursue 
hurriedly and in disorder, being themselves ready .it 
.my moment ta tun) uild lake ail', outage of llic least 
appearance of confusion, If these tactics fitlled, as 
they generally did after they came to I*,- known, then 
the si uni I a ter I flight was commonly converted into 
a real one; further conflict was for She time avoided,, 
;md Hie army withdrew' Itself into a dm nut region. 

If the Parthian* warned to parley with an enemy, 
they unstrung the si Uitti and, advancing with the 
right arm outstretched, asked for a conference. They 
arc accused by the Homan* of sometimes using 
treachery on such occasions; but, except in the single 
iustanee ui I'ra>-Ux the charge of bad faith break; 1 , 
dow ;s ii it ii* e.’jautfncd into On volcnuj session 
when th< mention w.i> - -li-w-ly to discus grounds 
&r coniphiirrt likely to lend to war, or to bring an 
actual war to an end by the aaangc-mtnt «t terms 
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■ f [ n -n't j ."„ a formal ineclm;; h-lii- ordinarily htdiJ by 
api«>ii1 1 menC b:lween thv repft u 11 1 jti v L-. *A dthvr 
side, genemlly on neutral ground, o^onantaUud in tin? 
l.ujih rates, dr on a bridge newly constructed flcniw 
It Here the chiefs or envoys of the respective nations 
met, accompanied by uu equal number of guards, 
while the miiiiinder nf thbr ftirce* occupied tire I’ahi 
opposite biiTiScs of the Viter. Staten toc tiisCUfwtl 
in fricndl^ fashion, ^mc buigiusg* known to both 
parties .being employed os a itic ana of comimitnaiTion } 
uftcr which festivities usually took place, the two 
chick mutually entertaining tacit other, or accepting 
in conimrm the hiHfritiJftic'* of a third party, The 
terms of peace agreed upon were rciJiicoJ tv writing, 
hand* were grasped as a sign that faith was pledged ; 
and oath* having treen interchanged the conference 
broke II|V and She disci's with their armies set out on 
thdr return to their respective countries 
The wonderful Fgiletidoiir of the Part liinn Court is 
cdcbmicd in general term* by rxverAl writers, but not 
tunny particulars have come down to us respecting it 
\Vl- arc lijld that it was migratory, moving from one 
or tht chief cities c! the empire to nn± Lher .4 diiTrimt 
vciMtinsof the y« ar; amJthat* twing In tliFtmt iiuuitam 
i if th e perwniicritnpertjiig it, there n«&> so met ini c* a iliffi 
cuhy in providing far their mihiktcvicc while they ^ ere 
upon the road. The Court comprised* of course, the 
usual extensive hat cm of an Oriental sovereign, eon* 
*is|kig of a single k<. ionised queen, and a multitude 
of solidary wives or concubine*. The legitimate 
wik the prince was with rare exemptions a native, 
and in mo?t cscsl-s wa* a member of the roysd race 
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iTic- A; --ckla- . I111I sometimes she was the daughter 
oT a dependant monarch, mid she might even In.- a 
slave, whom die loyal favour lind elevated from I bat 
posit km. Roth wive* ami d W Cu Mw a remained 
ordinarily in the closest *crfa»!i>n» and we have but 
l|i tie mention of them in the Parthian annals In one 
insiunce However, at any rate, a riut-en, educated in 
the notion* «f the West, succeeded in setting Oriental 
eiiijiir tte at defiance , die boldly assorted hcraclh 
t<v'k the direction of .iflalrs out of the hands of 
her husband and sulwe^jpeiilly ftiled the 4:111 l Jlfr: * n 
conjunction with her -on. 1 Her me and image 
Were even plated upon the eOihi® Ijcmrr.illy, how¬ 
ever, the rartliiun IcfcgS were remarkably free from 
ihc weakness of «ibi« mcncc to women and managed 
their kingdom with a firm hand. wlthoui allowing 

either wives or rnim-vt-r. U> exercise any Itndue asrem 
deucy over them. In pwi titulary wc may dole '.h it lbey 
1,■■ 1 :r .is appears, rcl! iindei thehateful inflm nee 
of eumwhsi who, from first Lr. last, play a very 
dinate part to the Parthiw* history. Heretic contrast 
is stnking between thr- Fvthfmi and die early i’ersian 
monarchy* 

The ordinary dress of the monarch wa* nw l«n£ 
Uxm " Median robe* which had been adapted fwm 
thr M C (kt9 by the Ac tnem colon Persia?** 1'hi* rok* 
flo WC d downtci the feet in numerous folds, enveloping 
and concealing aim' 1 '-*- lUc cnlilL ' fi £ UUL T*™™* 
ajulsi tui.K-were ordinarily, it: - probable, worn kwralh 

■ l^^r^r^lsn Orinaec .* p*. lo. M- * 7 . 461 l - ,nlLL > 
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it, the letter of linen, the former made of silk or woo). 

As head-dress. the klnp; wore either the 
simple dfariem. which was j baud or 
ribbon parsed mitee or oftentt round the 
lieatl .mil terminating in two long ends 
which fell down Iwhind, pr else n more 
pretemiiiua cnii, which in lilt earlier limes 
was a son of Skythian pointed helmet 
and in the later a rounded tiara, sometimes adorm-d 
with [‘.■•nK ut gem- Hi- netk upjitam to have 
been generally rnrircleel with Iw.i i-r iw«tc ruthir 
nr necklaces, and he frequently wore ear-rings in his 
e.tr> The- beard was ,i1jnont always cultivated, arid, 
with tlie hair. wa. worn v.iri'iu-ly Generally, 
both hair and healed were carefully curled, hut 
times they hung df .«*» in li.tig- straight hicks. Mostly 
the bran! was pointed, TniI occasionally it was 
worn 'square. To later times a fashion grew up of 
puffin;; out the flair extravagantly on either rtJUc of 
the head—a pm* dee continued by the Salesmans. 

When he went nut to war. the monarch seems to 
have exchanged his “ Median robe “ 
for a short dr>.dc, reaching halfway 
down the thigh. jfis head w?t- jiro- 
lected by t jaiiiited helmet, without 
crest or plume, and lie tinned the 
national amt of offence, the bow'. 
Under his cloak he wore a coat of 
malt fie usually took the field no horseback, but was 
occasionally mounted on an vlephanl trained to en¬ 
counter the shuck of battle. Gold and silver were 
I*' idily employed in tire of his dibrgeraml 
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on hit anti*. For ibe mret part he took the command, 
am] freely expr^-d fcii per"tin in the fight; though it 
w* regarded *> ti" di-i 1 uie if hr: prefer u*« I to avt id 
the perils of the Actunl encounter. A bodyguard 
protected his person, mm-unding him <m ordinary 
occasions, and interposing them selves between him 
Hid his assailants; he had also attendants, whose 
duty it was 10 .^int him in mounting on horseback, 
and in dismounting, which the armour that he wore 
matin no easy business. 

I r has been already observed that the rjuern lived. 

ordinarily, *» sedusfon, When, however, .. 

jw-i.nti-ir circumsliuu'e -. ■she emerged from privacy, 
her status- and dignity we not much bd&w those of 
tin* monarch. She were -1 !;*m far meic elaborate 
than hr*, and one which, like his, was encircled with 
tlic diadem. Iter neck was Horned with .1 necklace 
nr jireklacet In the typical instance of Mu*a or 
Thi'fniusi n't lit id her allowed the title of 
''Heavenly Goddess” (IM-IA OYPABTjU Separate 
apartments were of COtU'-e -e dgnt-d to the queen and 
In tin royal concubine- in the various palate:-, which 
were buildings on a magnificent scale and decorated 
with the utmost riclmeis. I'liilostrntus, who unite in 
Parthian times ( jU >. t-2 -241'. and had a £<**1 know 
ledge 0! the Eswt/'^rtw tecrihes the royal place at 
Babylon: "The palace is ffi)M with brass, and a 
bright lighL flahe* ir«n it I 1 has (ibandicr* for the 
women and chambers for tin- men. and pniicnos, 
l^ftiv glittering with silver, partly with drth-of-gnld 
cmbroirleti^ partly witii ' ? !l * labs of gold, let into 
the walls like pictures The subjects of the cm- 
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broideries are taken from the Crock mythology, ami 
Include representation* <i( Andromeda, of Antymone, 
ami or Orpheus, who is frequently repeated. I fat is 
is, moreover, represented, destroying Naxos with hia 
fleet, and Artaphemes he-']effing Erctria, and Xerxes 
gaining his fain nits vicEfiric-* Van behold the neesj* 
pillion of Athens ami the battle of Thermopyhe, ant) 
Ollier tliitt'p still mmr chametemtic nf the great 
IVttian \Var, river* drunk up and iticjppcftring from 
the face nf the emtti, a jut a bridge stretched across 
the ->r», and n canal cut through Athoi, and the like. 
One clnnrthet for the nuti h;u :i i liiiug Miiiiinj 
into a vault like Liu* heaven, com [Kneel entirely of 
sapphires, which are the bluest of stones, and 
tv nimble the iky in colour, GolHeu images of the 
go*b whom they worship sire set up about the vault, 
and show like stars in Ihc Armament This is the 
chamber in which, the Icing delivers his judgment*, 
hour golden magic wheels hang from the roof, and 
threaten the monarch with the Llivine Nemesis, if he 
cs.i]ti himrclf above the condition of man. These 
wheels arc called ‘ the tongue* of the gods,' and are 
set in their pkiet. i>y ike Magi who fn. r jncnt the 
jvalaco.* 1 This des-Jriplion mint not lx: taken as 
alt'igcthu exact. The tapistrie* fti.*3 T have repre- 
««UtJ fit her se«t» than those which Phi lost ratus 
imagined, the ceiling was certainly not ,f composed 
entirely nf sapphires," but either of* enamelled bricks 
Or plaster painted blue ; and the " magic wheels*' sire 
questionable; but the general effort was probably 
vary much ihat which the philosopher of Tyana 
1 &* PMk*UAliLt, 11 VLu Tpiti.t sy 
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portrays and presented on tnumhh tJtcit was curious, 
striking, ami magnificent. 

It U probable that the stale and fx>mp which 
surrounded the monarch fell little diort of the Achm- 
mentan -undavrl * nmldcrcd as in -.nine sort divine 
during his life, anil always an object of national 
worship after hi* death, the " Brother of the Sun and 
Moon " * occupier I a position far above that of the 
HHiMt r.iialtrd of his subjects. Tributary mnnarch* 
were djfwjfced. wlutrr, in time* of calamity, the * Great 
King' >tiwvpcd to solicit tlu-ir aid. and appeared 
before them in the gtti *3 of a suppliant, shorn of Ids 
customary splendour. N«b!c? coveted the dignity of 
" King's Friend,’' and were content to submit to blows 
ivnd buffets at the caprice of tltrfr royal master, 
Iwfore whom they prostrated themselves in humble 
adoration after each such castigation. The I’artlmm 
monarch dined in solitary gmiidciir. extended on Ids 
ui.ii njKCial couch, and eating from Ids own special 
Utblc. which was placed at a higher elevation than 
lb.' e prepared for hfca guests ats-l retinue Hi* 
“friend" sat on thr ground at hi* feci, and was fed 
by scraps from his master’s board. Guards,ministers, 
and attendants of various kinds siirmtindcil him. and 
i ltf c ready et a word, or at a sign, to do his bidding. 
Throughout the empire lie had numerate "Eyes' 
and " Ears "—officers who watched hi* interests, and 
sent him timely notice of whatever touched hi* safety 
Hie bed on which the monarch slept wav of gold, 
atl d subjects were forbidden to take their repose ->u 
couth 1 ’* of the same material. No stranger could 

< AjIitrilTU Mflflfdllflr. «itl 4. 
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obtain attest to him iniles* introduced by the proper 
officer : and it was expected tha* whoever o*ked an 
audience should be prepared with n present of con- 
Milcrahte value* For the gift* which he received thv 
mmiari’h made n suitable return, allowing such 
pewits m lie imperially faytrurcd to iblw-e the 
presents that they mqsfc desired 
The Parthtazi nobles enjoyed a power Riid Jfgrtfly 
greater than that which is usually pois^ied by any 
subject* of an Orlmilal khv^ k.ink in IWthui tailng 
hereditary .md nH rumply offkkd the M- _i *\nm - 
were no mere creatures of the monanilh hot n r1&™ 
which to Us mvn indefeasitdr rights. A* they 

had the privilege of dectiitg to the throne upon a 
vacxncy* and even tin- fkirtJuT privilege ..I demising 
a duly ekclcd monarch, the king c*tiW nrt but nmJ 
in wholesome awe of them* and fod compelled to 
treat diem with con mf triable respect and deferent^. 
It in in be remembered, moreover, that dwy were not 
without a material force calculated to give ptnvctful 
‘.npp it to iheir eomtiituilmiaJ rights ami privileges 
Each jTr^d at the head of 4 of retainer* 

ncrustontri j to hear arm^ and to serve in the w.ir of 
the empire Together these bodies constituted the 
surcnglh of the army; and though the royal body¬ 
guard might perhaps have been capable of dealing 
nuectv ftilly with each group of retainer* terpsratdy 
yet vnrh an irfrit d* t*rp£ wa$ sure tn animate the 
nobles generally* that in □Imoit every casu they 
would make common cause with any OOC of llidr 
number who was attacked* and would support him 
against iht Ctowtt with the real Inspired by etb 
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Interest* Thus the? Parthian nobility wen: £at more 
powerful mid independent than any similar duss 
under Lite A Jistmcnhuk S. Iranian, M. ilern Persiart* 
nr Turkish ywcrdgrctfei. They exercised a real 
control ovtr the monarch, anil had a mice in the 
direction of the empire. Like the great feudal 
vassals of the Middle Ages* they from time to time 
quarrelled with their Ikgt forth anil disturbed the 
tranquillity of Ljie kingdom by prolonged 3111! 
dangercm» civil wars: bur ihese eon tail ioua served 
to keep alive a vigour, a llfe ( -inrl .1 spirit of *rurdy 
iiirfq^mdrriee very mnv-ml in the JE&st, and gaw a 
stubborn strength to the Panhkm Monarchy,in which 
Oi itntii] datci ami got*minaifc& h»ive fur the mo>t 
par* been rcmnrkiddy fkftckm. 

There Appear to have been ^rverfll grades of rank 
among the Parthian nobles The highest dignity in 
the kingdom* oext 10 the Crown* was that *«f the 
Sure 1 in, or M Fidd Marahal ^ ; and this position was 
hereditary in a p-irin. uhr knnily, which tart have 
£4nn*i but ■> lilik :ln n-j d Imu^k in ■1 alUi tin! 

constquaue L'hr IiihiI of thk noble hoii^c K said 
to have at one lime brovtghl irttn the field .is many .is 
ten thousand retainer? and sluves, of whom «i ihtm- 
s*nd were beavy^atmed - 1 It was his right to place 
She diadem «u the king's brow at ius coronation. 
The olhrrr nobles lived for the moyt part on theft 
domains* but took the field at the head of their 
retainers in of war, ami in Jieace might some- 

limes: serve the offices t ■ jtmp p vizier, nr royal 
coundllnr. The wealth oi the dros was greats its 
f fiuuuch, fi m OttMi" I ai * 5 ** a1 ^ ^ 
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member were inclined la Ik- turbulent, and, like the 
hnrnns of I he Kiirnpcnn kingdoms, nr ted us a constant 
cheek tmd counterpoise to the myal authority, which 
they often resisted, and occasionally even overthrew. 

After war, the employ mem in which the king and 
(he nobles ii>ok mo^t delight, wa* hunting. The lion 
continued in the wild state an occupant of the Mcs» 
put a mi an river honks and marshes; and in other 
parts of the empire bears, leopards, anil even tigers 
abounded Thus the higher kind* of sport ivrn? 
constantly and readily obtainable Hut itu: ordinary 
practice of the niim-ir, h .nut hb murtivr, -jrms to 
have fallen short of the true sportsman 1 * idea! 
Instead of seeking the more dangerous kinds of 
beasts in their native haunts, arid engaging with 
them under the conditions designed by Nature, the 
Parthian* were generally content with a fairer ami 
tamer method They kept linn.-, leopards. .md hear, 
in enclosed parks, or " paradises," and found pleasure 
in the pursuit and slaughter of these denaturalised 
and hjJf^domottJcateif animals. The employment 
may still, evert under those circumstance*, have emu 
mined an element of danger which rendered it 
exciting ; hut it was a poor substitute for the true 
sport which th<.- J mighty hunter before the Lord ” 
h :n I taen the first to practise in Uic.e regions 
fGrn x 9), 

The ordinary dress of the Parthian noble was, like 
that of the monarch, a Song lo'^q robe reaching to 
tire feet, under which be wore a rest ami trousers, 
11 fight and varied colours were commonly affected 
and sometimes dresses were interwoven f . r cm' 
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broidered with threads of gtM Jn seasflns of 
fcsUvit)' it w;is usual fur garlands nf tresh flowers t» 
lit h .ill upon tin- In ad, A long knife or dagger was 
(amt.! at all times, and by all classes, suited for use 
cither a* an hnplBtnaoi or as a weapon 

In the earlier and simpler pwiud of the empire— 
when the nation wavju-d emerging from barbarism 
the Parti)ian was noted as a spare liver ; bul. as time 
went mi, la- aped the vices of mote civiHtt.il People, 
and became an imhicrimiiutte eater and a hard 
drinker. Game formed -i main portion of his diet; 
bill he indulged also in pork. and probably tn other 
sorts of butcher's meat He ale leavened bread will 
bis meat, and various kinds of vegetable*. The 
bread, which w*» particuiaily light and poo-us. wrn* 
to have been sometimes imported by ihe Homans, 
who knew ,( as * 0 Mtieai or /"*" 

Dales were also consumed largely by the Parthian*, 
and the fmil grew in some p rtr£j ^ ^ country lu 
an extnun dinary s«C: A kind of wine was made 
fmiri it and tld- seems to have been the Intoxica¬ 
ting drink in which Urn nation generally indulged 
much, The liquof made bum U.e dates of lUbyim 
WM I be most highly esteemed, and was reserved for 
the .t« of the king, and the higher wtlcr id utraps. 
■n,c viilgor lierd had to con tent thwiwdvc, with 
drink of an inferior cpmlity. Of the i'^bia.. «n«- 
ttimirents music was commonly an accompaniment, 
TV flute, the pipe, the dram, and the instrument 
called the *Pt* ar <« have Lkv» known to 

them; ami they understood how to combine these 
instrument* m concerted hainmuy. They arc said 
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t<i have concluded al] their fejyjts with duttdng , 1 an 
amusement of which they w Ltl inunlinaMy fond ; but 
lhls was {Mutably the case mly with the lower orders 

or the people i lancing in ihr Kartt, unles, Mtoehted 

with reli^iriFl, is wemjd.m degrading and « nol 
mclitlgoit in by those who wish to be considered 
respectable. 

iho Parthian* were jealous of t heir women, and 
tile separation of the uexe* my decided among 
them. The women look their meal*. ami passed the 
emiirr jn>rtbn of their lives, apart from tht men. 
Verb were commonly worn, as in modern Jlloham- 
mcdan Wtrtes; and It « regarded ** cental 
to female delicacy Unit wntitm. whether married or 
* ,n ^ AatMamtetw freely with no male* who wore 
not either Ihrir Near relation: nr else curuicfrv Adul¬ 
tery was punished with extreme severity ; butdivente 
was obtained without much difficulty, and women r r 
mnk released themselves from the nuptial tie on light 
grounds of compJajm, and with little |o*k of reputa* 
\ >,U1 J'o'ygamy «'a. the established rule ; and every 
tat titan was entitled, beside^ hi * (.hie! wife, to main- 
tain as many concubines as lie pleased. Some ..f the 
nobles supported mi exclusive numlxrr; but the ex. 

of the seraglio prevented the generality f,mn 
taking very much advantage of the indulgence which 
El ' c la* permitted, it is probable that the bulk .,f the 
population, a* i- iht case now in Molmmmcdan cuun- 

tries, Vi-itrt mono^ainoiis. 


to the degree of refinement and civilisation 
whereto the tairthian) attained, it i 3 difho.lt to judge 

* - in. AjkiII. Tjaa,,- t. 3Il 
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and determine with accuracy. In mimetic art their 
remains (its WC have already seen do not show much 
i.ute or sense of beauty. There is jterhaps sufficient 
ynlimit to believe that their architecture possessed a 
cv riant tiiimuni of merit, bill Hie existing monuments 
can scarcely be taken as representation*; of pure iGr* 
thou work, since they may Have owed their exec tie nee 
— in some measure— to foreign artiest--, or at any rate 
111 foreign Influenc e. Still the follow in;.; jjantculars, 
for which there is yooJ evidence, seem to imply that 
tin nation had risen lit reality fur above that “ bar- 
barium/" which it was tin: hr. I lion for the Greek and 
Homan writers to impute to it. In the first place, the 
fin illlami had a considerable knowledge of foreign 
languages, Plutarch tells us.' that Grades, the np- 
|H'limit of CrasHUt. was so far conversant with the 
Greek language and literature, lint he could enjoy the 
representation of a play of Euripides The general 
possession of some knowledge of Greek— at any rate 
by tire kings and upper das*'—« cmi to be implied 
by the use of the Greek letters mid language in the 
legend* upon coin*. and in inscriptions, Other Um> 
gouges were also tn a certain extent studied and 
understood. The later kings nlmi^t invariably placed 
a Semitic legend upon their coins; and there « at 
least one fogtature of u Parthian prince ad up ting an 
Ariati legend of the type known as Hactriaru* Jose¬ 
phus, moreover, regarded the I'arthians as familiar 
with Hebrew, -it SvToXliaJdcv. since he wrote his 
history of the Jewish War in his own native tongue, 

' hiEE ui rh P "* Vh I 
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before he put out hh Greek versbu P for the benefit 
especially of the Parthian*, ainnfiy, whom he if eddies 
that he I t u! a large number of icBifer^ 1 

ft dees tint ap|*:ar that the Parthian* had any 
native literature ; writing, however* wa^ familiar to 
them* and was widely employed by them in mutter* 
of business Not only were negotiations carried on 
with fordgN power* by imam^ of written despatches, 
but the affairs of the cm jure generally were trammeled 
by means, of writing A cuilum*hf>u*<f system 
we ure told h established a tuny the frontier, and all 
commodities liable to duty that emend the country 
were roistered In * book at the time of entry by the 
custom-I iohm? oil]Let. tfi (he gn-nt dtlc* wlierv the 
Court parsed a poniort of the year, iar^Jtint wx* kept 
of the arrival of ■;rr«tijgtt% whose names and dr^tip- 
ti««iv> wa*3 placed ujK.is record by the keeper? of the 
gates, The orders of the Crown were Signified in 
writing to the satraps: ami they doubtless cori'cs- 
<4 winded with Hie Court hi ttie sauic way. In the 
earlier Limcj- the writing material commonly ufed wa* 
iint:ii ; but, nhtirtly before ihc diUc of Pliny* tile Par- 
thiam begun tr* make pajicr frr»m |«i|>yn.ir- s which gu-sv 
in the neighboiirho<>d of liabykm, though they Ati 11 
continued also to employ, and gave the (Reference to, 
the material to which use had accustomed, them 
The Furtbtaits had many linages which *eum to 
imply a rairly advanced dvjHsatkiru Then: a 

cotuHiierable trade between Rome and Farthiii, tarried 
on by mean* of travelling merchants. Parthln itn- 
parted from ft nine various metals, and a multitudL- of 
■ fc 'Jktl, JitL*" JWai. 1 I amt | □. 
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iimtuifue lured article* uf o high dast Her jmiiripjil 
L-xputt.* w-crc textile fabrics imd apices- The textile 
fabrics seem to Mve been produml chiefly in Haby* 
lunra, mid to have consisted principally of aitkn. 
carpets, and coverlet*! The silks were largely used 
by tliu Unman fashionable ladies* Thu coverlets, 
which were pattmiKil; with jt inriei y of cutouts. fetched 
cimuiuuu* price*, and were rL.:;vrrJcd jlb fit adornments 
of the Imperial palace. Among the spice* exported! 
tlic most Celebrated were bdellium, ami iht zjuittux >-f&- 
njttfs ¥ or swiret-merited bulnidi. Advanced dviligaliau 
b also implied in the Parthian tolerance erf varieties in 
religion, which has been already mentioned* J liven 
in political mailers they appear lo have been free 
from the itairtiwuess which generally chdmt terl^ 
harkiKnis nations. They behaved mercifully to 
prisoner?, admitted foreigners freely to rrffirc* nf high 
trust, gave an hsyIliiii to refugees, and treated them 
with reaped md kindness, were scrupidoL' obiservers 
til’ Lheir pledged Word, and eminently faithful to lheir 
treaty ubligatjtjfUL On the ether hand, it must be 
admitted thnt I hey hail mjihi? custom* which imply 
thiil they retained a tinge of barlmrbm. They Used 
torture for tfcv; extraction of replies from accused 
parsons, employed the scourge to punish trifling 
ofTenctis, and, lu certain cases- condescended to muth 
Me and insult the bodies of Llich dead enemies, 
Thdr addiction intemperance also a barbaric trait 
They were no doubt, on the v hole, considerably Ici^ 
civiltfod than the cont&n[***ry Greek* ami Rmnun^ j 
bus The iliffercncii does not appear to hi^c hwm so 

* £ujfici. p yfr. 


4lS PAkTfflAN Akj\ MUGtON, AX it CUSTOMS* 

*t«l il« the n !a5iic4l Writers would have lo imagitK 
It 

Wc cannot* however. deny, and Wf do rmt wish 
ifi conceal the fact., that the Hart hums exhibited* 
especially doting the later jscrJod of the empire, 
a strong tendency to* dcgcnvmte. They lost their 
primitive virtue- of simplicity and ataiemfoUKite™. 
They became luxininus ami to a certain extent 
C 0 bniiutc« Hie dash or //an, which characterised 
their warfare in the earlier times,, is *■ coftAptcuous fry 
its absence " in the campaign* of the later monarchy 
.\ di-dier 331 art and ler.u ; i- aioi oh^erv.ible in the 
i'arthkn remains that have conic dim n tou*. L^wdally 
m the cdJu*. which, alter the rdgn of Gntitr/nc^ pm- 
cacti from bad 10 whim.-, and end with prcteittitif* to 
11* effigies that have neither force nor character, and 
legend* that are absolutely illegible. A know ledge 
of Greek ii -till possessed, the Greek letters; being 
employed, and the wurdi,. when they can be de¬ 
ciphered bdng clearly intended |i> h e Greek. Hut 
the) are often misspelt; the forms u*ed arc irngram* 
mftlicat : while* at the last, the Setters merely straggle 
over the field of tltc coin, and arc not really formed 
into worth-t Further, the anomaly h introduced of a 
second legend, which ii Semitic both in language and 
character, and reads from right to left. 

Still, u-judge fairly of the HarthfatiS, nc must view 
them, not m their decline, but rather in the earlier 
stages of their career, before decline hod set in. 
Speak ini; broadly, the position which they occupied 
among ilic nations of the old acirld was not very <lb- 
similar to that which i% held by the Turk* in the 
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system of Modctn Europe. They jiosMisseiija, military 
st length «, I rich caused them to be U>th n^pectcd and 
fcttreti, while they were further noted for a vigour of 
admirtht ration rarely seen among Orientals. It is 
true that a certain coarseness, and rudeness attached 
to them which they found it impossible to shake off, 
ft»d this gave their enemies a plausible ground for 
representing them as absolute barbarians. Jhit we 
must not be lutl away by the exaggerations of pre¬ 
judiced writers, who sought t<» elevate the fame and 
reputation of Iheir own countrymen hy blackening the 
character of their chief rivals. Except in respect of 
their military prowess, it is doubtful if justice is done 
to the l*arthians by any classical author, They occu¬ 
pied the position of iIil second nation in the wnrid 
from about R.C 150 to a.d> j.'b They were a check 
and a cotinterpoi:-:? to Koine, preserving a “ balance 
of power," and preventing the absorprmn of ad other 
nations into the Tyrant Empire. They afforded a 
refuge to those 11 hum Rouu; would fain have hunt'. 1! 
down, allowed a freedom to their subjects which no 
Roman Emperor ever permitted, excel led the Romans 
in toleration and in a liberal treatment nf foreigners, 
and gave the East a protection from foreign foes, and 
a government well suited to its iieeda, lor a period of 
nearly four centuries, 
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Till king alluded u> Im.-* lieirn relief I Mnascires or 
Mtiiisdrus, and was formerly admitted into his list 
<’ f Parthian monarch 6 by the author, who followed 
Lindsay and others lint Professor Gardner has 
shown Iltat tile name, which occurs in in> .unh, r hul 
Lucian, should probably be read a* Kamrutrcins*, anil 
iiol MtiaJcire* \ki ii .Vfrrtwip^ il being a manifest 
corruption fmm Xtjurmx/pyv ct), mid that the king 
intended is probably a trihulfuy monarch of the 
Parthian [>eriod, well known to nuinismatalogiits, 
hIilwc tt&iB bear the Itgctul of Htynmiv 
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l lie probable date ol the monarch i;, about ij )a | 0 f 
Mithridates t. of Panina. (Set Proft^r Gardners 
** Ibirihtan Coinage," pp 8 and 6s.) 
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AwtwI l.. make* afTiaocE wiih 

Mi; i" U .> 

l^i s trcai-h^ rrf* jfctf 

Atyiirn* U* Jtima HehttiMn* 

AfihiEtwUau pcikkfl^ HnlirA in 

Mil% Z7 

Achmin ttiirtfwT <if Aitlkj^n 

t!t Gfrar, ^ 

AilLil m n , ^i-p%LfHoi iijp jl i"liajji. 
®&» MwiMKirl txy Titfranc*. 
l t 1j; inhatiitmit of, (ilaccil in 

*t ij,'i:is k >- i;i:ii. m - , a 

Etuitrara p !'>• Tr.ii.ini, 

rdir^ui-Jiisil lit I 
1 J p owriuii Ip Jkuto, 33ys 

Ri-iiJ rnailr mrf a ItnnLin |yihj-. 

tince. 345 
ApUltiis fjiihk|«iL 
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